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EDITORIAL,

2) IME passes quickly at School, such is the va-
/ riety of interests, the constant breaking of
fresh ground in the course of the work, with
the suceession of the different sports and the
breaking-up of the year into its four ferms,
with appreciable intervals of holiday; so
that, however long the School year may
seem when we look forward, when we look
back it seems always short; and at the close of each year
we are surprised, with the greatest regularity, to think
that it is already the end, and wonder that the fime has
flown so fast. For by the time this issue is in our readers’
hands, we shall be so close to the end of term and of the
year, that we shall all have made our plans for the holi-
days, and even lived through them perhaps a dozen times,
in anticipation. Even the pernicious practice of half-
yearly examinations cannot clond our unseemly joy at the
close and accomplishment of another year’s work—and
why should it? For are not the exams. our opportunity ?
Our cherished opportunity of setting forth unto the world
the triumph of mind over matter, and of ink over both?
Wherein we set forth theories and opinions; French which
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the Academy never could attain; Latin a distinet advance
upon that of old-fashioned prosy Cicero; Maths. to prove
quite clearly that all is nothing. From all of which we
shall in due season be delivered, by the holidays.

Sinee our last issue there has oceurred little of unusual
importance, unless it be the interesting situation reached
in the affairs of the Great Public Schools Association.
The matter has received notice in our ““School Club’’
Notes, where it will be seen that the difficulty appears to
have been settled.

We have been asked to insert the following letter from
the Headmaster:

“In your last number you were good enough to intro-
duce me to the Old Boys through your Magazine ; perhaps
you will allow me, in this number, to say a few words foy

‘myself: An English friend of mine, an authority, in his
way, on education, writing to me recently, said, ‘with
buildings, playing-fields and a climate like that of Armi-
dale, your School ought to be one of the leading schools
in Australia.” It is my hope that it may find itself in a
few years in this position. If we have any evil to ven-
tilate, any complaint to make, let us make them and ven-
tilate them among ourselves; if we have any good to tell,
let us tell it to the world. We want to get our hoys
young and train them in our methods— not secure them
for the last year or two years of their school.life when
they have been made or marred by others.

‘“We have made several changes in our Examinations,
Prize-Day and the like. TFor the future, our outside
examinations will be held in June, and on the year’s work.
Our Prize-Day will also be in that month. I hope that we
can so arrange it that the Qld Boys’ Foothall Match, the
Prize-Giving, and the Dramatic Entertainment, may all
come at the beginning of the last week of term. I want
to arrange for a gathering of Old Boys, to commence with
Sunday in the School Chapel-—Corporate Comniunion at
11 am. and Evening Service, and then to go on with the
other funetions on Monday and Tuesday. I hope that we
shall have the support of all Old Boys in this, and that
they will make a special effort to come. At Christmas,
which is always a busy time, we intend only to have the
Old Boys’ Cricket Match, the Camp, and internal examina-
tions. Our chief reason for altering the Prize-Giving is
that the Junior Examination influences largely all our
promotions, and that as this comes in June, our external
examinations will deal with boys who have been in their
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respective classes, on the whole, for a year. We shall
always welcome criticism or suggestions from our Old
Boys, and we shall weleome still more tangible tokens of
their love, e.g., prizes for the Sports, prizes for the various
subjects in our School-work, or donations towards our
other needs. For example, our Museum is even now try-
ing to raise a fund to provide cases for a valuable set of
specimens recently given to us, and donations for this
purpose will be very welcome; and the Librarian in his
““Notes’’ appeals for donations towards new books for the
TLibrary.”

SCHOOL NOTES.

We wish to offer our heartiest congratulations to Mr. Debenham
on his being selected to go to the South Pole with Captain Scott,
as one of the Government Geologists.

* * £ £ *

The Bishop of New Guinea visited the School late last quarter
and gave us a very interesting speech on New Guinea; but it was
too mear the holidays for us to be able to enjoy a half-holiday
in consequénce of his visit.

£ & £ £ *

IIis Grace the Primate also recently visited us, and in this case
we were granted the half-holiday, for which we thank him. The
Upper School went to hear him preach in the Cathedral on the
previous Sunday night.

We congratulate the Athletic Team, sent to Sydney to repre-
gent us at the G.P.S. Sports, upon their victories, of which we
have every reason to feel proud.

* * % * %

On October 5th -we went to the IHospital Concert in the Town *
Hall, and thoroughly enjoved it.

* * * * *

Since the holidays one of our number has discovered that his
arms have grown considerably; so has his leg, we believe.

e * * #* ES

We are fast attaining saintliness. One of our bowlers was Te-
forred to recently by the local paper as “a destroying angel.”

We have just received news of the death of Admiral Sir Harry
Rawson, which we keenly regret; he took a great and practical
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interest in the schools of the State, encouraging their friendly
rivalry in many ways. Our sympathy goes out to Wyatt Rawson,
who was captain of the School during part of 1906.

* * * ES £

We have lost a familiar figure in “William,” who has ceased to
ring our bells to be the subject of more joyous bells in South
Australia.

* * S * %

We were greatly disappointed by the cancelling of the Foothall
Match which had been arranged with the High School, Southport.
Southport were unfortunately obliged to cancel their whole tour,
owing to the prevalence of Measles in Brisbane.

OFFICE-BEARERS,

Captain of School—E. C. Hall.

Head House Prefeci—F. M. Payne.

Senior Prefects—F. M. Payne, W. L. Taylor, K. R. Stretch,
Junior Prefects—A. N. Tooth, G. Bond.

School Olub Committee—E. C. Hall, F. M. Payne, W. L. Taylor,
G. Bond, G. D. Macarthur. 5

Captain of Football—W. N. L. Taylor.

COaptain of Cricket—F. M. Payne.

Captain of Tennis-—F. M. Payne.

Librarians—F. M. Payne, W. L. Taylor, K. Stretch.

Magazine Commitiece—RE, Hall, G. Bond, F. M. Payne (Secretary).

Joint Hon. Secs. A.8.0.B.U—J. L. G. Johnstone (Armidale); T.
H. M. de Burgh (Sydney).

N.B.—All communications with regard to Cricket or Tennis ‘v
be sent to Mr. Moss; Football to Mr. Saunderson : Library to Mr.
Calow ; Oadet Corps to Mr. Browne; Matier for the “Armidalian”
to the Editor.

SALVETE,

Form II.—G. S. Dowe.
Form I.—A. W. Langhorne.

VALETE, =

. F. J. Thomas. Entered School February, 1908; Football colours

1909, Vice-Captain 1910 after June: Cricket 1st XI.; Lance-
Corporal in Cadets; Agricultural Form.
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~N. L. Forster. Entered School February 1905; 2nd XV, Football;
Junior Prefect; Lance-Corporal in Cadets; Shooting Teamn
1909; Choir; Form VI.; successful Junior candidate, 1910.

7/ W. E. du Moulin. Entered School February 1909; Footbail
Colours 1910; 2nd XI. Cricket; Bugler in Cadets; 1st Half-
Mile All Schools 1910; Holder of Steeplechase and Mile
records; Choir; Agricultural Form,

J. Maclardy. Entered School February, 1910; 1st XV., half-
colours, 1910; 1st XI.; Choir; Private in Cadets; Form IV.

R. Hassall. Entered School June, 1908; Football, 1st XV.;
Cricket, 1st XI.; Private in Cadets; Marksman: 19U»
Shooting Team; Form IV.

NORTH QUEENSLANL.

AN OLD BOY'S LETTER.

1 have just returned from a trip into a portion of Australia
remote from railways and similar travelling conveniences, and a
brief description of the country there may be of interest to
Armidaliang.

Leaving Armidale on 1st September, I travelled via Townsville
to Cloncurry, where we (I had been joined by a cousin on the
way) left the railway and took coach for Camooweal, which place
we reached on the evening of the 11th, having completed two
hundred and fifty miles in five days.. It was a case of carry your
own blankets and tucker, with no such thing as a roof over your
head at night. We had twenty-five hundredweight of mails on a
heavy “buckboard” over the worst roads I ever saw, so you can
imagine the ground was not as hard as it might have been.

This belt of country is essentially a mineral country, very
breken and rugged, coated with spinifex and inferior grasses,
mainly spear grass, with the exception of a few isolated patches
of “Mitchell” grass plains, and very poorly watered.

(Camooweal is about as desolate a looking township as one could
wish to see, consisting of about twenty houses, mainly of gal-
vanised iron.

From Camooweal to Brunette Downs Station (which was our
objective), we drove curselves in a trap sent in from the Station
for us, with a black “boy” (aged 45) to bring along the spare
horses, of which we had ten. This portion of the journey, two
hundred and twenty miles, we completed in five days, arriving
at Brunette on the 17th, at lunch time. .

The whole of this country, known as the Barelay Tableland, is
beautiful Mitchell grass downs intersected by tongues of desert



