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The Armidalian. 8

Editorial

HIS term, the last of the year,

has been characterised by heat

and examinations. Possibly ex-
aminations should have first place; for
many of us have not the same thirsty
longing for rain which affects the sons
of those on the land. But examina-
tions—there we are all involved, es-
pecially those who have competed in
the Intermediate and Leaving Certifi-
cates. And now, on behalf of those
adventurers, we heartily thank the
School for the interest they have
cshown in them.

We are also glad to say that a fresh
enthusiasm has sprung up for cricket
this term, and we hope to see it con-
tinued more strongly than ever next
year.

Congratulations are due to all the

teams, especially the Second X1I. Last
term we welcomed the Reverend
Hubert Sanger as our new Headmas-
ter. We should like to offer the
School’s congratulations and thanks.

During the final term of every year
the feeling is always present that we
must soon bid farewell to many of our
fellows. Possibly it will be long be-
fore we see many of them again.
Others may be living either in or near
Armidale, and these, of course, we will
see on visits to the School. But to all
those leaving this year we extend our
best wishes, and hope they will find
good fortune waiting on the other side
of the horizon of school life.

Before concluding, we cannot let the
departure of Matron Huby, Mrs.
Brown, and the School Sergeant pass
without voicing our regret. The
School had come to regard them asa
permanent part of itself.

The Headmastetr has made a few
alterations. Mr. Backhouse and Mr.
Wiseman act as Chaplains week about,
the Prefects always read the Lesson,

, and the Venite and Jubilate are sung
alternately. Evensong on Sunday is
- shorter, and the morning service at 8
is not compulsory. A misunderstand-
ing has arisen which it is necessary to
dispel, namely, that the numerous ad-
ditions to the Chapel of late years
were given by Mr. Archdall. The
Confirmation candidates gave two
pictures and a seat. The other gifts
were given by a donor who had no

connection with Mr. Archdall. We
feel sure that Mr. Archdall would be
the last person to take credit where it
was not due. —S.CW..

The Chapel collections for this year have
heen given away as follows :—

Anstralian Board of Misslons .. 20 0 8
Deaf and Dumb Institute .. .. .. 4 0 8
Morpeth Boys' Home .. .. .. - 5 0 6
Newenstle Mission to Seamen .. 55010
Melanesian Mission .. L LERR | e TR
gt. Luke's Hospital .. .. .. .. - 3 0 ¢
Dubbo Bush Brotherhoed .. .. .. 3 0 @
Cancer Research Fund .. .. 10 T

Motll .. o+ s3 cr s s s3 =e £55 10 1




Last term the event of most moment
was the “switch-over” of the Head-
mastership from Canon  Archdal to
the Rey, H. Sanger. The former left
on August 23rd, and his successor ar-
Tived on September 6th,
cently heard that Canon Archdaj] is
very pleased with his new sphere

I.{mg’:‘s College, Auckland), ang we
Wwish him all syccess.

Congratulations are due to P, D’A.
Osborne, J. H. McCarthy, and A R,
Rupp on being awardeq Full Col-
ours for football, ang to E. C
McTackett, D. H. Dwyer, F. J. White-

man, and D. G. 'Tyif on obtainine
Half-Colours, ' N

Another departure last term—and
one which we sincerely regret—was
that of Sergeant and M rs. Brown, on
September 20th, Afrer being with us
Or over three years, the Sergeant lcft
to take up a position at Laurceston
(Tasmania). "Before their departure,
presentations from tte Schogl were
made to both of them, They carry
with them our very best wishes for
success and happiness.

The Annual Sports Meeting was
held on September 30th. The cricket
reason commenced ne- ¢ day.

During the third term there were a
ew cases of scarlet rever in the
School, which caused us to be quaran-
caused the postponement—and, ahan-
donment, too, we fear—of the
N.E.G.S. dance,

At the end of last term, Matron
Huby left after being with us for
seven years. In her place we welcome
Sister Robinson,

We take this opportunity of con-
gratulating Mr. Mottershead on his
recent engagement to Miss Cohen.

We broke up on October 14th for
the Michaelmas holidays, returning
on the 21st,

On behalf of the School we extend
to all relatives of the late Miss Doris
White, our sincerest sympathy for
their recent bereavement,

This year twelve candidates from
the School sat for the Leaving Certifi-
cate, and twenty-two for the Interme.
diate. We wish them all the best of
luck.

Lately we have witnessed with
growing enthusiasm the extension to
the Dining Hall and kitchen quarters.

Speech Day this year will be held on
December 15th,

Salvete

R. B. McFenzie. Entered School, Feb,
1925; left December, 1926, 2nd XI., 1924
Form VIA (Tyrrell House),

Dalete

Form IV. H. B, Elliott, C. H. B. Primross.
Form Remove.—A. . Mitehell.

Junior School—C, A. W, Fisher, B. A, B.
Primrose,
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“PHT INFLUENCE OF THE OPTIMIST
AND THE PESSIMIST.”

The human man or woman of our present
day civilisation is a highly sensitised person.

Thig i only natural since we are living in
an age of great discovery and advancement.
In spite of this sensitiveness, we may di-
vide our whole population into two main di-
vigions—those who are optimists, and those
who are pessimists. These may again be
sub-divided into many minor classes, ‘whose
views are of varying intensity in their re-
spective divisions. Be that as it may, the
two great classes still remain—the real gov-
ernors of the human race.

Fvervone is acquainted with the meaning
of the word “Optimist.”” In like manner ail
recognise the significance of its direct oppo-
gite in meaning. Many of us will rememter
the description, by one who sh.11 remain
anonymous, of a pessimist &s “one who wears
both braces and belt, 'and though this def-
inition may be somewhat loose, it certainly
exrresses the sentiment which the word im-

lies.

p The Optimist is one whe ever spizes upon
the brighter side of Fate’s capriccs, even
though appearance and reality are of the
most evil character. The Pessimist, on
the other hand, sees none of the good—
geanty though it may be—of an apparently
grievous incident, through which the Opti-
mist would perceive sparks of hope. He is
econcerned only with the sorrowful asreet of
the ense, and thoneh the Pessimist is often
nearer to the trnth than the Optimist. how
much more hirdensome is his existence!

Tha Ontimist is oenarally pietured hy ms
as haine mmae af eheerfnl  econntenance and
brieht antlanle, This is of econree directly
reenltant fromhis mental attitnde. Many
of n= helong tn this eatecory, hnt there are
eanallv aa many whn are not nmmher-d
amnoneat tha hanny., Poth proreina a proat

infinence over the pennla with whom they
come into enntart. TWe faol their nresence,
enAd  are affonted hv their charaetes  for

good or for evil. whichever the case may he.

Many people wauld hail the prospect of a
world composed entirely of optimists with
the greatest enthusiasm. They are of the
belief tha: the result would be a delightful
TUtopia

DIGINAT
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This, however, would be ridiculous. On
the snrface the argument may seem sound,
but if it is probed a little more deeply, its
fanlts are easily discernible, and in practice
they would quickly assert themselve. Un.
likeable though the Pessimist may be, it is
most necessary that he shoald be amongst
rs. for with enly Optimists we wonll he like-
lv to drift into a coma of eontent. and would
soon become oblivious to our failings. The
Possimist is nlways ready to #eize and dwell
uren the shorfcomings of any project ot
happening. Often his views sre only biased
expressions nf his hopeless nature, and so
are of little irnnediate alvantawe ., at others
he is the one to find a flaw in what wenld
Tave appearsd to those who are carried
away by optimistic zeal, a peerless scheme.

It iz essential, then, that Loth these im-
poriani parts ef our comnmunity should ever
be present, and they will continue to be
ax long as the world continues. I am not
geeking to upbeld the Pessimist as the more
preferable type—far from it. At the same
time. as I have sought to explain, he is an
integral part of our civilisation, and as such
he must always exercise as great an influ-
ence upon all as does his immediate_oppo-
site, the Optimist. —EP.

DROUGHT.

Derd trees hold high their limbs in mute
anneal,
Poor skeletons that dread the windy blast,
Down eronch the grasses like a doz at heel,
The drought has nature in his grip at last.

Quiet the creek heds, as if some great hand,
Had seratched with finger-tip a crazy line,
And left its own creation in the sand
To hold the whitening bones of sheep and
kine.

Far off in heat that swims the cleft hills
brood
And on the slope perches a single hut,
ATl that is left to soothe a hard man’s mo>,
A man whose soul the whips of fate had
cut,




