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Obituaries

The Axtens family placed an obituary in the
SMH for Jon Axtens, JP, Stirrer 1932-2000 who
died recently in Lismore. I quote from that
obituary: “A lifelong campaigner for causes wide,
wonderful and sometimes merely weird, Jon
Axtens has died where he was born, in the
northern NSW community of Lismore. He was
68. He was educated at Lismore Public, Lismore
High School, The Armidale School (48-49)
and the university of hard knocks. In 1960 he
married a Sunday teacher, Valerie Nosworthy,
and they had five children, one of whom,
Andrew, died before him. For 31 years he worked
in a law office; with his pen at the ready he cut
a familiar figure as he strode the footpaths of
Lismore in his ubiquitous tweed cap with a fist
full of photocopies. An implacable enemy of
injustice, he was a member of many community
groups including his church, the local RSL and
the Fellowship of Australian Writers. Our
sympathies go to his wife, Valerie and sons,
Bruce, Peter, Laurence and Christopher and
also his younger brother Peter.

We were saddened to hear from Dennis Martin

(55-65) of the death of his close friend Suem

(Sam) Sanoubane (63-65) on 11 April 2000. |

Old Boys of the early 60’s may remember the
School receiving a number of students from
South East Asia under the auspices of the
Colombo Plan. Seum Sanoubane (Sam) and
Ano (Ted) Thammavong (63-65) were twosuch
students from Laos. Dennis recalls that the
success of the First XI soccer of that year was due
largely to the skills of these boys from Asia.

Sam and Ted returned to Laos. Some years later
the communists overran their country and Sam,
who by then was married and the father of three
young children, had to make a heroic escape
from that country to save the lives of his family.
Sam swam the swollen Mekong to escape to the
Thai side of the river and his wife and three
young children made the same perilous journey
secreted in a little rowing boat a month later.
They were detained in a concentration camp in
Thailand for a number of years.

While Dennis is uncertain as to the exact details,
representations were made through the School
to one of its famous Old Boys, the ‘duck feather
king’ of Bangkok, Charles Keith Hyland (28-
30) who made sponsorship arrangements for
Sam and his family, and also Ted and his family
(who had escaped to New Guinea). Sam rebuilt
a new life for his family in Canberra and was
largely instrumental in building up the now
flourishing Laotian community in Australia.
Sam was highly respected, had an engaging
personality and will be remembered fondly by
many of his peers from TAS as well as others
whose lives he had touched. Sam’s Buddhist

funeral was a serene and colourful farewell.

Havingnoted the death of EW ‘Ted’ Tomlinson
(44-47) in Binghi 109 we have received a clipping
from William Gow (40-47) from ‘The Land’ re
the Emu Hill dispersal sale for the estate of Ted
Tomlinson. I quote, “the Emu Hill stud, founded
in 1875, was one of the oldest Merino studs in
Australia. [t won championship ribbonsatevery
major show in the eastern states. The late Ted
Tomlinson was also noted as a judge throughout
Australia.” A well deserved tribute.

OBU Notes

“BINGHI”

An email from Simon Edwards informed us of
the death of his uncle, W Keith Hayes (22-23),
on 8 September 1999 at the grand age of 92.
Keith had to leave TAS at arelatively young age
when his father died (as a result of a freak
accident on the farm when a boulder rolled onto
him while he was digging rabbit burrows). Keith
delighted in telling others that he used to sit
opposite Sperry Coventry in school. Both of
them did very well off the land. Keith was noted
as one of the first farmers to superphosphate
from the air. Others saw the results and quickly
followed after he doubled his wool clip in the
first year. He retired to Neutral Bay in 1975. .

Richard Dubois (58-64) writes that his father
Arthur (Nap) Dubois (33-38) passed away on
18 September 1999 in Tamworth after-a long
battle with cancer. In 1987 he retired from the
land at Rowena to settle in Narrabri.

The WWII Service of George Beith Edwards
(TAS Junior Boarder 1934-35), b 6 April 1924,
d 29 June 1944 in France, has just come to light.
George was raised on the family property ‘“Telba’,
Carroll, from where he went to TAS for two
years. From TAS, he went to Shore, where his
father and uncle had attended school. Both had
been keen rowers and George wished to continue
the tradition. He enlisted in the RAAF in 1942
and in 1943 was posted to Bomber Command in
Britain as a bomber pilot, flying Lancasters with
RAAF 467 Squadron. Returning from a raid on
29 June 1944, the plane was hit over France and
filled with smoke. Flying Officer Edwards gave
the order to bail out (not all the crew could do
so) and he then managed to land the plane, from
which the others escaped safely. However George
died from injuries sustained during the landing
and is buried in a churchyard in the village of
Boffles, Pays-de-Calais.

As George’s war service was notrecorded at the time
the Honour Rolls were complied for the TAS
Assembly Hall, the OBU have organised to have his
name added to the Rolls.

Congratulations

Andrew Sypkens (90-96), above, has been
selected in the Australian rowing team for the
International World Cup Regatta in Switzerland
and the Under 23 World Championships in
Denmark in July. He will also compete as the
Australian Lightweight Single Sculler in the
World University Championships in Poland.
Andrew has completed 3" year Architecture at
Melbourne University (where he is Captain of
Boats in Trinity College).

Term 2-2000

Tony Deakin, father of James Deakin (81-86)
was awarded an OAM in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours for services to the community, in the
field of architecture. James’ is vice-captain of
the Australian canoe polo team which won the
German Championships and is currently at the
World Championships in Brazil.

Laraand Cameron Blair (82-89) are celebrating
the safe arrival of their second child Rebekah
Rose on 8 March 2000.

Jerome Scarborough (84-89) and his wife Liz
welcomed Callum Jerome into the world on 15
February this year. Email jeromes@bigpond.com

Dallas Sadler (90-91 ) and Lucy have a new
daughter Caitlin May, born on 30 June weighing
3020 gms. Their email address is
dallas@southwest-protection.com

Here and There

Coincidence or what? Mathew Manny (83-86)
married Sue-Ellen Lovett in Mudgee on 22
March 2000. Sue-Ellen is a Paralympian who
competed in Dressage in Atlanta, is a board
member of the Sydney Paralympic Organising
Committee and is on the short list for the
Sydney Paralympics 2000. Sue-Ellen is also a
member of the Link Elite Athlete Program
instigated by SPOC and she hasbeen nominated
as the Elite Athlete for The Armidale School.
She and her guide dog Eccles, will be visiting
TAS on 20 July to spend the day with the
children in Junior School and she has also been
invited to be the Guest Speaker at their Speech
Day in December.

Old Boy Peter Monley (60-61), above, is the
first Mayor of the newly amalgamated Armidale
Dumaresq Council. He is seen unveiling the
Olympic cauldron on its arrival in Armidale.

Hugh Perrottet (84-85) was the Gaming Co-
ordinator at St Mary’s Leagues Club where he
organised the new Gaudi Gaming Room  built
in the style of the Spanish architect Gaudi and
opened earlier this year. Hugh isnow Operations
manager at the City of Sydney RSL Club at
Westminster House, George Street in Sydney.




