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From the Headmaster
INTRODUCTION

The Round Square IDEALS Week that takes the place of Excursion Week from this year offers an exciting opportunity for enrichment 
and challenge for our students from Years 6 to 11. The purpose of the week is to bring the Round Square IDEALS to life through 
a range of real and genuine experiences that will not be encountered through the regular curricular and co-curricular programs. 
Considerable research and planning by the School Executive and a good number of other staff has gone into this new program of 
experiences and I hope that parents and students will see it as a compelling and valuable addition to TAS life.

The program is a sequential one, beginning with an excursion to Canberra for our Year 6 students that brings them in line with many 
other schools across the country in gaining an introduction to our system of democracy. The program continues from Year 7 to 11 
with each year focusing on a different element of the IDEALS so that all this rich ground is covered as students travel through the 
Middle and Senior School. Only adventure is omitted from the IDEALS Week program as it is so comprehensively covered as students 
progress from Bush Skills to Rangers, Cadets and beyond.

This booklet contains an overview of the plans for each year group, organised in the order of the IDEALS, rather than by sequential 
year groups. As we progress to the week itself in Term 3 additional information will be made available for parents and students. 

I recommend the booklet to you and encourage you to discuss it with your children.

Murray Guest

INTERNATIONALISM – students see themselves as global citizens and look beyond 
 gender, class, race, nationality and culture  

DEMOCRACY –  freedom of thought and speech is encouraged and communication  
channels are set in place 

ENVIRONMENTALISM – students learn about the fine balance and interdependence  
between humans and the planet

ADVENTURE – schools offer activities that foster a spirit of adventure to discover they are 
capable of more than they might have imagined 

LEADERSHIP – students learn true leadership is serving others and is found in those whose 
convictions are rooted in personal responsibility, kindness and justice     

SERVICE – students come face to face with the plight of those in most need around the world  
and realise they can make a positive difference through service.

ROUND SQUARE IDEALS
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TAS is a member of the Round Square network of schools 
spread across the globe that are united in their belief that 
education must encompass more than strong academic 
achievement and broad co-curricular opportunities. Education 
should also be values-based and deal with the qualities 
and attitudes that develop character, build independence, 
leadership, courage, resilience and perseverance.  

These life skills are only found from real-life challenges, and 
learning through experience out of the classroom. They are 
skills considered essential for the generations of young people 
who are constantly connected to each other and the world 
they engage in.  

Round Square is now 50 years old and boasts membership of 
over 180 schools in 50 countries, all of which have an aim to 
challenge their students to be innovative, creative and to make 
a difference in the world. By exposing them to international 
ideas, connecting them with like-minded learners and instilling 
in them an appreciation for the IDEALS upon which Round 
Square is based, they will be better equipped to face the 
challenges of the future. 

The Round Square Discovery Framework found on the 
following page captures and describes the spirit of a Round 
Square learner who aims to develop these skills and attitudes in 
relation to each of the six Round Square IDEALS. These skills are; 
inquisitiveness, tenacity, courage, compassion, inventiveness, 
ability to solve problems, self-awareness, sense of responsibility, 
appreciation for diversity, commitment to sustainability, 
communication and team-working skills. 

The aim of IDEALS Week which will run from August 7 to 11, 
is to further develop these specific skills with a focus-week 
of activities for each year group based on one of the IDEALS. 
As students progress through each year at TAS, they will have 
a greater appreciation for each of the IDEALS and will gain 
immeasurably from the experience.

Round Square education?
WHAT IS A
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YEAR 6
Prelude to Democracy

Taking Year 6 to Canberra builds on the curriculum topics they 
are exposed to in the year related to Australian History and 
an introduction to Democracy. Many schools include a visit 
to Canberra for their Year 6 cohort and the decision for TAS to 
follow suit benefits our students of the same age. This is the 
first step they take towards gaining a better understanding of 
democracy, which is one of the founding principles of Round 
Square with a focus on embracing an understanding of fairness, 
equality, justice and a desire to do what is right. 

What are the broad aims for the week?
Any visit to the nation’s capital must be based primarily upon 
encouraging a greater understanding and appreciation for 
our Westminster democratic system of government, gaining 
greater insight into our nation’s history and our very place in the 
world. This excursion aims to build on their knowledge and to 
spark their curiosity about Australia and the monuments and 
agencies that represent who we are.

What sort of activities will be included?
There is so much to do in Canberra and the list of activities 
includes visits to:
Parliament House
Australian War Memorial 
National Film and Sound archive 
Anzac Parade 
National Museum
Reconciliation Place 
National Capital Exhibition. 

There will also be a hike through Mt Ainslie, a visit to the  
Australian Institute of Sport and an adventure of a scientific kind 
with a visit to Questacon. 

Where will the students be located?
Students will be accommodated and catered for by the Capital 
Country Holiday Park. They will be in rooms with ensuites, 
sharing with a small group of students. A packing list will be 
provided closer to the time; however, students will need casual 
clothes, formal uniform, winter uniform and PE uniform.

Will there be a cost associated?
Anticipated cost between $450- $500. 
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The IDEAL for the Year 7 cohort is International Understanding. 
Developing international understanding at this level provides 
an important foundation for students as they progress through 
subjects such as English, History and Geography and evaluate 
opportunities such as the service trips to Fiji and Thailand, 
Round Square exchanges and conferences.

What are the broad aims for the week?
The broad aims of the week’s activities are to develop an in-
formed sense of cultural difference, involving acceptance of and 
respect for global diversity. The program is designed to promote 
in students an empathetic view of their world and embed the 
importance of ‘active’ global connection and citizenship. 

What sort of activities will be included?
The activities included will involve presentations from key note 
speakers, skype interviews and engagement with students at 
other Round Square Schools, thematic reflection sessions on 
Australian, African and Asian cultures, including an awareness of 
major world religious and ethical issues.The emphasis here will 
be on the notion of world awareness and peace. Students will 
be involved in ‘cultural consumption’ in many forms including 
cooking, music, literature and personality inquiry sessions.

Where will the students be located?
Students will be located at school and in the wider Armidale 
area. Interaction with International Students at UNE, visiting the 
Keeping Place and engaging with work at NERAM are planned 
at this stage to support the program.

Will there be a cost associated?
Costs will be kept to a minimum.

YEAR 7
Internationalism
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YEAR 10
Democracy

Particularly pertinent in this current era of international political 
turmoil, understanding the basic tenets of democratic thought 
and practice is essential for all students and Year 10 is the 
perfect year to build on their existing knowledge. Operating 
with the theme, ‘Steps Toward Global Citizenship’, teams of 
students will be divided into different ‘nation states’, each team 
working towards several final outcomes to be delivered by the 
end of the week. 

Within each team there will be students who will participate in 
a model United Nations workshop to be delivered by UN Youth 
Australia, organise a communications campaign and manage 
their own ‘nations’ through democratic challenges. Members of 
each team will have their own responsibilities with the whole 
team working towards finding democratic and diplomatic 
solutions to a defined global issue. The Round Square definition 
of the spirit of Democracy will be embedded in all activities.

Incorporated throughout the week will be sessions on some 
key practical and life management skills necessary for all young 
people to be able to master. After all, true democracy begins in 
the home.

What are the broad aims for the week?
The focus of the week will be for students to understand the 
thoughts behind the development of Democracy and how this 
is played out in the world today through the various models 
that exist on the international stage. The aim for the week is to 
encourage students to realise that we all have a responsibility 
to ensure we have the most robust form of democratic practice 
in our own nation, and to recognise these same responsibilities 
exist in the home, in our local community and as a nation on 
the international stage. 

What sort of activities will be included?
Students will be divided into different ‘nations’ all of which will 
have a different perspective on the issue to be debated at the 
Model UN, and a different perspective on the theories and 
practices of Democracy. 

The short additional skills building sessions to be interspersed 
through the week will include; managing your personal 
finances, cooking basics and simple repairs, crucial 
communication skills, adolescents and the law and basic home 
repairs. These sessions are designed to help students realise that 
it is incumbent on us all to start developing these home-based 
skills for life beyond school. The journey starts now.

Where will the students be located?
All activities will be based at school at this stage. Students will 
not have to wear school uniform but will be expected to wear 
suitable clothes for the activities.

Will there be a cost associated?
The cost for each student will be between $120 - $140.
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We consider all students to be global citizens who share a 
responsibility for their environment; establishing the fine 
balance and the interdependence needed to maintain a healthy 
relationship between humans and the planet. Year 9 are ready 
to step up – maturing and starting to experience their world 
whilst developing a respect for the environment.

What are the broad aims for the week?
This week is about developing a sense of responsibility 
towards our environment. A person living out a spirit of 
Environmentalism takes practical action in tackling issues of 
sustainability. They question and challenge any practices that 
impact negatively on the environment. They seek solutions and 
make suggestions as to how practices can be improved, and 
consideration of the environmental impact of every-day activity 
is second-nature. 

What sort of activities will be included?
As part of the week, students will visit the Dorrigo National 
Park where they will be taken on a rainforest walk and attend a 
presentation on ‘Ecosystems at Risk’. They will also be attending 
the National Marine Science Centre in Coffs Harbour to 
participate in hands-on inquiry at different marine ecosystems 
in the region. 

An Aboriginal National Parks Ranger will take the students for a 
guided tour of Mutton Bird Island to share cultural knowledge 
of the area and will also take them on a bush tucker walk 
through Bongil Bongil National Park. 
Students will attend the Dolphin Park to learn about marine 
biology and will also be taken on a tour of the facility to get up 
close and personal with some of their regular attractions. 

There will also be an opportunity for students to participate in a 
variety of leisure activities throughout the week to allow them 
to unwind and enjoy their surroundings. 
In addition, creating a connected appreciation for the beauty, 
complexity and fragility of the environment which often 
inspires creative expression is central to the program including, 
sculpture, landscape painting, photography, poetry, creative 
writing. Students may collect blue items (bower bird) then 
create an art work or Big Canvas / skateboard / plate or mug.

Where will the students be located?
Students and staff will be based at Coffs Harbour Adventure 
Centre.

Will there be a cost associated?
Approximately $450.

YEAR 9
Environmentalism
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In our Leadership, Service and Adventure programs, students 
are challenged to extend themselves and their expectations 
of what they can achieve. The diversity of the programs 
that operate throughout the school from Transition to Year 
11 encourage students to draw out their natural curiosity, 
creativity, compassion and tenacity. In Year 12, the emphasis is 
on preparation and skills building for the HSC rather than being 
a formal component of the LSA structure.

Involvement in our Adventure program is an essential 
component of a TAS education for all students and is a crucial 
foundation in our Round Square offering. It intentionally 
challenges students to prove to themselves that they can go 
beyond their own expectations. 

The Adventure program from Middle School through to Senior 
School is built on a model that increases skills at each year level. 

Year 6  
‘Bush Skills’ is a hands-on introduction to the great outdoors. 
Sequential activities increase in complexity and includes 
overnight camping.

Year 7  
‘Rangers’ develops these skills further and prepares students 
for the Cadets program in Year 8. It involves similar activities to 
cadets, but without the formal leadership structure, allowing us 
to focus on them as Year 7 students.

Years 8 – 10   
The TAS Cadets unit is one of the oldest in the country and 
is still valued highly at TAS for its quality leadership training 
and unparalleled outdoor education program.  Students are 
involved in kayaking, canoeing, climbing, canyoning, abseiling, 
hiking and camping with increasing levels of complexity each 
year. 

Year 11 
This is the year that students can chose either Surf Lifesaving to 
achieve their Surf Bronze Medallion; Rural Fire Service to gain 
their Bush Fire Fighting Accreditation or continue to the next 
level in the Cadets program.

There are very few schools that can offer such easy and 
comprehensive access to the Australian wilderness and its 
rich and varied national parks. The TAS LSA program gives our 
students the opportunity to engage with this magnificent 
natural wonderland to extend themselves through structured 
activities so they can gain confidence through experience and 
realise that there is more within them than they think. 

TAS LEADERSHIP, SERVICE AND ADVENTURE (LSA) PROGRAM
Adventure
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As the philosophy of Round Square states, students of Round 
Square schools learn that true leadership is found in those 
whose convictions are rooted in personal responsibility, 
kindness and justice. Opportunities for student leadership in the 
school’s community are fostered and students are engendered 
with skills that will then play out through adulthood.  

What are the broad aims for the week?
The Year 11 IDEALS Week focuses on Leadership and Careers.  
Given the boys and girls are on the cusp of becoming the senior 
leaders in the School, it is an appropriate moment to help them 
understand what leadership is, how they can develop their own 
skills and then become positive leaders at School and beyond.  
We will explore the complex notion of leadership – how it 
means many things to many people - and how we can all 
lead in different ways.  We will explore how, underpinning all 
effective leadership is the recognition that successful leaders 
are driven by a desire to be of service to others and to nurture, 
guide, develop and help them to improve and succeed.
We will also be using this week to support students in gaining 
a better understanding of the careers landscape and skills 
required in securing employment and other positions such as a 
place in a university residential college.

What sort of activities will be included?
The week is designed to be high energy and challenging.  
We have secured the support of the JUMP! Foundation, an 
experiential education provider who will facilitate the first 1 ½ 
days, beginning the conversation on leadership and running 
exercises on individual and community leadership. We will also 
have a variety of guest speakers and will participate in games 
and other activities to support our discussion of leadership in 
action.

The careers component of the week will revolve around an 
application scenario.  Students will be required to apply for a 
job chosen from a selection provided, prepare a resume and be 
interviewed by representatives of local industry in a year-group 
competition.  Prizes will be awarded and feedback given for 
each student.
We will also be visiting UNE – including residential colleges.

Where will the students be located?
The Leadership and Careers week will be at TAS.  Students will 
wear clothing appropriate to specific activities, including, for 
example, suitable attire for their job interview.

Will there be a cost associated?
The week will cost approximately $130 - $150.

YEAR 11
Leadership
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YEAR 8
Service

We believe Year 8 is the best time to foster a deeper 
understanding of the concept of Service which is such an 
integral component of a TAS education and one of the most 
challenging Round Square IDEALS.  It is in Year 8 when they are 
leaders within the Middle School that they need to develop the 
notion that ‘to lead is to serve’. But what does this really mean? 
How do you develop compassion and empathy? How do you 
express your voice and stand up for those in our society and 
beyond who need a helping hand? This week aims at beginning 
that journey.

It is important that as a school we concentrate our efforts to 
provide the experiences and learning opportunities that build 
a strong foundation for volunteering and the understanding 
of service in our Year 8 students. If students can develop more 
awareness and compassion, learning the skills needed to serve 
others thoughtfully and take action on issues of interest, then 
we are actively imbuing our students with the Round Square 
belief of ‘Plus et en vous.’ (There is more in you). 

What are the broad aims for the week?
The primary aim is to provide a fun and engaging week 
of service learning, incorporating a range of volunteer 
opportunities as well as activities and workshops that develop 
our students’ understanding of service and social justice issues 
in local, national and international contexts. 

Inherent in this service learning is a greater acknowledgement 
of self-awareness, compassion and civic responsibility in our 
students.
 

What sort of activities will be included?
Students will engage in service learning opportunities through 
simulation activities as well as justice and poverty workshops. 
Guest speakers from local service groups, as well as interstate 
organisations, will share their experiences and offer inspiration 
about ‘making a difference’.  They will explore social media 
campaigns on justice issues and be given skills and tools to 
develop their own ‘voice’ on issues they are passionate about. 

In one of the more challenging activities, the students will 
explore the issue of homelessness in Armidale, Australia and in 
the global context. This will culminate in a ‘sleep out’ to build 
greater understanding for those living on the streets. 

Where will the students be located?
Students will be based at TAS for the week but will be doing a 
range of activities and service projects in the local area. 

Will there be a cost associated? $100-150.
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