
indeed!

Carols  Services
The  junior  and  senior  Christmas  carol  services  on  Monday  were  very  enjoyable  and  I  thank  all  who  contributed  to  them.  
In  a  change  to  the  routine  of  the  past,  our  Middle  and  Senior  School  service  was  held  during  the  School  day  so  that  all  of  
our  students  could  be  a  part  of  this  special  celebration.  Once  again  the  bell  ringers  and  choir  from  NEGS  joined  us  and  I  
thank  Leanne  Roobol  and  the  NEGS  girls  as  well  as  the  TAS  Chapel  Choir,  TAS  Singers,  musicians  and  readers  for  helping  
to  make  the  service  such  an  impressive  event.  This  is  a  busy  season  for  our  choirs  and  it  was  great  to  hear  them  in  such  

good  voice.

Middle  and  Senior  School  Speech  Day
Our  guest   speaker   at   Speech  Day   tomorrow  will   be   Ian  Kiernan.   Ian   is   a  
TAS  Old  Boy  and  best  known  as  a  round-the-world  yachtsman  and  founder  

engage   over   40  million   people   from   120   countries   around   the   globe   in  
purposeful  action  to  help  our  environment.  Ian  has  been  a  great  supporter  
of  the  School  for  many  years  and  his  passion  for  the  health  of  the  planet  is  
sure  to  bring  a  timely  and  powerful  message  to  us.  I  look  forward  to  seeing  
many  of  you  there  as  we  celebrate  the  end  of  the  year.

Australian  Athletics  Championships
at  the  Australian  Schools  Athletic  Championships  in  Brisbane  over  the  week-
end.  This  is  an  outstanding  achievement  at  the  highest  level  of  competition  
in  the  country.  I  know  that  Huw  has  worked  very  hard  in  preparation  for  this  
and  all  credit  is  due  to  him.

Headmaster  -  Murray Guest
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Activities  Week
Congratulations   to  all  who  enjoyed  what  seems  
to   have   been   a   thoroughly   positive   Activities  

Junior  School  excursions,  Mosman  Prep  visit  and  

surf   lifesavers,   very   good   reports   of   the   week  

culmination  of   the  outdoors  program   for   the  year  and  so   there   is  

many,  this  has  created  the  opportunity  to  grow  personally  through  
new  experiences  and  this  is  the  most  important  aspect  of  the  week.  
It  can  also  be  a  test  of  character  and  the  willingness  to  take  that  on  
is  always  noticed  and  appreciated.

Special  congratulations  are  also  due  to  Piers  Hay-
den  and  Chris  Spencer  who  chose  to  cycle  up  the  
hill  from  Nymboida  back  to  Armidale  rather  than  



     

     
           

Wednesday  7  December  

9.00-12.00   Junior  School  Pool  Party-Aquatic  Centre

     
      Junior  School  Closes
              Thursday  8  December

      (Middle  &  Senior  students  and  parents)  
      followed  by  morning  tea  in  Junior  School    
      Playground  area
      School  Closes

Holiday  Activites

  
      at  TAS

26  January   Australia  Day  Holiday

Monday  30  January
     

Tuesday  31  January
      Classes  resume

        Weekly  Calendarednes

Why Bake When you can Buy

Still Seeking that Elusive 
Christmas Gift!!

TAS Reception has the 
Answer

Christmas  
Ornaments  
are  $10  each
Honey  is  also  
$10  per  kilo
The  BBQ  is  
$80  or  $90  
if  you  would  
like  it    
personalised

Reception  
will  be  open  
16  December

Come  in  and  Shop



Video  Conference  with  Japan
Some  of  our  Year  9  Science  students  recently  participated  in  a  videoconference  with  Chosei  'Super  Science'  High  School  in  
Japan  (as  noted  by  Mr  Guest  in  last  week's  TAS  Talks).  The  purpose  was  a  "meet  and  greet"  but  next  year  we  hope  to  give  
them  an  outline  of  the  individual  research  each  of  our  students  is  undertaking  and  listen  to  them  give  a  presentation  in  

in  the  quality  of  research  undertaken.    

- Sandra Kaynes, President
Happy  Holidays

The  Art  Show

with  all  our  events  and  all  involved  rose  to  the  challenge.    Happy  holidays  to  you  all  !

  Christmas 2011

As  you  would  expect,  this  week  has  begun  with  predictable  conversations  concerning  the  disappear-
ance  of  certain  moustaches  from  a  small  and  select  group  of  handsome  men.  Yes  there  has  been  

they  could  no  longer  bare  that  sort  of  attention.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  with  such  a  thing  of  

proceed  normally  as  the  sensation  of  sucking  and  licking  residual  food  from  the  upper  lip  became  an  absorbing  activity  

to  read,  particularly  publicly.  As  one  gazed  at  the  words  on  the  page  it  became  increasingly  impossibly  to  adjust  the  focus  

You  see  things  of  worth,  even  great  worth.  Thing  of  importance  even  profound  importance  can  distract  from  the  more  
important  things  in  life.  There  is  the  real  risk  that  the  immediate  and  beautiful  will  blur  our  vision  of  the  things  of  para-
mount  importance.
Christmas  is  a  great  example  of  that.  There  are  so  many  good,  even  great  things  that  we  enjoy  at  Christmas  time,  not  

-
ment.  God  the  Son,  became  God  the  man  for  our  sake.  Let  us  not  lose  our  ability  to  see  with  clarity  what  we  celebrate  at  



Music    Notes  - Nik Glass
Carols  
along  with  TAS  Singers  and  Junior  Vocal  Ensemble  sang    beautifully  with  panache  thus  enhancing  the  spirituality  

Saturday  night.   It  was  a   treat   to  sing   in  such  a  beautiful  acoustic  -  once  again  a  great  performance  by  all  our  
students  alongside  performers  from  NEGS  and  PLC.  I  would  like  to  thank  Choir  Master  Phil  Oxley  for  his  energy  
and  commitment  in  preparing  the  various  choirs  to  sing  at  this  year's  services.  In  addition  thank  you  to  organist  

Have  you  Hired  a  TAS  Instrument?  
Annual  maintenance  has  now  concluded  for  the  year.  Your  child's  instrument  is  ready  for  collection  in  the  Music  Centre.  All  instruments  
on  hire  are  to  be  collected  before  summer  holidays.  

As  2011  comes  to  a  close  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  outstanding  contribution  TAS  Musicians  have  made  

promises  to  be  another  year  of  growth   in  our  extra  curricular  music  programme.  The  programme  will  continue  to  be  nourished  by  
students  striving  to  improve  their  musicianship  while  being  driven  to  achieve  a  range  of  performance  goals.  
  

Our  aim   in  2012   is   to   consolidate   the  great  ensemble  structure   that  has  been  developed  over   the  past   two  years.  Our  new   Junior  
Band  will  continue  to  thrive  in  2012  as  a  feeder  to  TAS  Band.  The  TAS  Jazz  Band  will  be  renamed  as  the  TAS  Stage  Band  in  light  of  the  

the  students  technical  skills  and  sight-reading  will  be  assessed.  Once  the  appropriate  standard  of  performance  has  been  achieved  in  
either  band,  students  can  opt  to  join  one  of  our  Jazz  ensembles.  Auditions,  will  take  place  early  Term  1  and  will  continue,  where  required  
throughout  the  year.  The  ensemble  conductor  will  ultimately  determine  the  content  of  the  audition.  Students  who  took  part  in  a  band  
during  2011  will  not  be  required  to  re-audition.
In  terms  of  the  String  Programme,  our  Junior  String  Ensemble  will  combine  with  TAS  Strings.  This  will  ensure  the  continued  viability  of  

will  be  via  invitation.  More  info  about  this  new  ensemble  will  be  disseminated  early  next  year.

also  continue  to  provide  primarily  Middle  School  guitarists  exposure  to  a  vast  range  of  styles  and  performance  techniques.  Both  Rock  
Band  and  Guitar  Ensemble  will  rehearse  during  lunch  times  in  2012.
  

by  our  tour  to  London  in  April.  TAS  Singers,  Chapel  Choir  and  Junior  Vocal  ensemble  will  continue  to  rehearse  and  perform  throughout  

towards  the  end  of  2011  as  part  of  the  Carols  season.  It  was  great  to  hear  the  trebles  singing  with  the  more  advanced  vocalists  in  Chapel  
Choir.

to  realise  their  singing  potential  and  engage  in  enriching  vocal  experiences.  More  about  this  ensemble  early  next  year.
Students  across  both  the  instrumental  and  vocal  programmes  will  continue  to  have  great  performance  opportunities  including  Twilight  
Concerts,  the  Armidale  Eisteddfod,  Chapel  and  Church  Services,  Night  of  Song,  assembly  performances,  performances  in  and  around  
Armidale  as  well  as  the  inaugural  Night  of  Instrumental  Music  -  more  about  this  event  next  year.  Once  again,  our  TAS  Band  students  

inspire  the  players.
  In  terms  of  rehearsal  times,  at  this  point,  many  ensembles  will  carry  on  with  the  same  rehearsal  times.  However,  due  to  the  school  

Guitar  Ensemble  conducted  by  Mrs  Butcher,  Tuesday  lunchtime

  I  hope  with  this  advance  notice  you  will  be  able  to  plan  your  weekly  schedule.  Of  course   if   there  are  any  changes  to  the  schedule  

  

family  an  enjoyable,  relaxing  and  of  course  musical  holiday  season.



young  men  from  Ballarat  Grammar  for  two  weeks  during  the  term.

Angus  Roxborough-Batt  travelled  to  Ballarat  Grammar  for  two  weeks  exchange  this  term  and  Tom  Archer  (Stanstead    

Term  1,  2012  will  see  Jack  Simmons  at  Stanstead  College,  Canada  and  Harrison  Dezuis  at  Gordonstoun,  Scotland.

International  Conference  –  26  September  –  2  October  2012  
To  be  hosted  by  Penryn  College,  South  Africa.    Details  to  follow  early  next  year.

Round  Square – Anna Barnier/Grant Harris

Screen Version Only

Round Square Breakdown 2009

Spot Colour Print Merchandise Only

Merchandise OnlySpot Colour Print

Junior Round Square Conference from 10-‐15 April, 2012  

-‐ hosted by The Armidale School and NEGS

We are seeking applications from six students in Years 7 and 8, 2012 who would like to be our delegates 

to this very special conference.  The theme is “Out of the Blue – Water Changes Everything” and will 

equip students with both local and global perspectives on water and its importance plus providing oppor-‐

tunities to empower students to take leadership roles in their own community.  Interested students should 

see Mrs Barnier to collect an application form before the end of term.  More information is  

available on our website: http://rsc2012Junior.as.edu.au 

  - Richard Lee

Evening Welding Course
Learn Routine Stick welding, Routine MIG welding

Limited spaces for each welding process
Tuesday 31 January- 3 April for 10 weeks

   6.00-9.00pm at the Technology & Trade Training Centre 
 Cost: $500.00 plus materials 

 

For enquiries and enrolment form contact Gaye Piper   
0410 924 191 or  email gpiper1@as.edu.au

- Vivienne Tearle



Emma Buzo - Centre Manager



        Rockin’ Robin 
   and the Hoods

A pantomime based on the stories of Robin Hood
Performed by people with disabilities 

& their friends

presents

 Saturday 17 & Sunday 18
December at 2.30pm

Michael Hoskins Theatre   
The Armidale School (enter from Chapel Street)

Written & directed by Barbara Albury
with the help of the Saturday Magic Theatre Troupe

FREE ENTRY - DONATIONS WELCOME
Enquiries: 6771 3236

Supported by:



UK Sports Tour -­ January 2014 
In exciting news for our sporting offering at TAS, selected players amongst our current Year 8 

and Year 9 Rugby and Football cohort will be headed to the United Kingdom for 19 days as a 

part of our Development Tour for our 1st and 2nd XV and our 1st XI Football for 2014.  

This tour will involve visiting major attractions in Scotland, Wales and England including a 

We are giving notice of this trip as we understand there will be implications for families in their 

planning. Our current Year  9 cohort will no longer be travelling to New Zealand next year be-­

cause for boys to travel on both trips was both too expensive and unnecessary. 

 

The UK Tour will offer our boys a unique life experience and wonderful touring opportunity, 

It will celebrate the 1984 TAS Rugby Tour of the UK led by Mr Ken McConville who was an  

inspirational teacher, housemaster and 1st XV coach during his time at the school.

Information will be forthcoming about the tour itinerary, costings and fund raising  

opportunities early in the new year.

- Sportsmaster: Jason Lincoln

  
Achievement

Huw  competed  in  the  National  All  Schools  Athletics  

There   were   12   competitors   in   the   race   -   2   from  

The   pace   was   pretty   quick   and   Huw   was   disap-

already  looking  forward  to  and  talking  about  next  
year!  He  wants  to  aim  to  qualify  for  two  events  for    
Nationals  2012.



C D C

Two  former  TAS  1st  XI  and  Armidale  cricketers  are  offering  an  exciting  opportunity  for  local  

 youngsters  to  grow  their  game  this  summer  at  a  clinic  to  be  run  at  TAS  in  December.   

 Alex   Barwick   and   Charlie   Cull   are   former   Armidale   representatives   who   now   play  

Sydney   Grade   Cricket   with   Sydney   University   C.C.   and   are   experienced   Cricket  

Australia  accredited  coaches.  Both  are  keen  to  share  their  knowledge  and  experience  

with  the  next  generation  of  local  players.  

    

 The  clinic,  to  be  run  in  an  intense  and  enjoyable  environment,  will  feature  separate  

sessions  for  primary  and  secondary  cricketers.    

  

 The  morning  session  for  ages  10-­‐13  will  focus  on  the  development  and  refinement  of  

the   fundamental   skills   of   cricket,   with   room   for   extending   more   advanced   young  

players.   The   afternoon   session   for   ages  14-­‐18  will   include  basic   skills,   but  will   also  

extend  players  through  sessions  covering  areas  such  as  mental  approach,  fitness  and  

in  game  tactics.    

  

 The   camp   is   also   open   to   those   who   have   recently   finished   school   and   wish   to  

further  develop  their  cricket.  

  

 Numbers   are   strictly   limited   to   ensure   a   high   quality   training   and   coaching  

  environment,  so  be  sure  to  apply  quickly.

  

  

Details  

Date:  20th,  21st,  22nd  of  December  2011    

Time:  9:30-­‐11.30  am  ages  10-­‐13,  1-­‐4pm  for  ages  14  and  up  

Costs:  $60  for  ages  10-­‐13,  $120  for  ages  14  and  up  

Location:  The  Armidale  School    

For  inquiries,  more  information,  or  an  application  form,  contact  Charlie  Cull:  

Email:  accricketcoaching@gmail.com     

Phone:  0427255696  



Middle  School  -  Head of Middle School:  Dennis Dempster

As  the  school  year  draws  to  a  conclusion,  I  look  back  at  what  has  proven  to  be  a  successful  year  for  

and  the  responsible  manner  in  which  they  approach  school  life.  My  thanks  to  our  supportive  body  
of  parents,  dedicated  teachers  and  an  enthusiastic  group  of  students.

will  be  held.

At  the  conclusion  of  this  year,  we  sadly  bid  farewell  to  a  highly  valued  member  of  our  Middle  School  team,  Mrs  Robyn  
McCarthy.  Mrs  Mac  is  a  truly  gifted  teacher  who  not  only  demonstrates  the  art  of  teaching  but  also  the  heart  of  teaching.  

happiness  and  success  in  their  new  home  in  Hervey  Bay.  

of  our  Middle  School  teaching  team  in  her  role  as  Head  of  Learning  Support  and  Extension  and  Enrichment  at  TAS.  On  
behalf  of  the  Middle  School  team  and  her  students  we  thank  Catherine  for  her  valuable  contribution  to  our  Middle  School  
as  a  homeroom  teacher  since  2002.

and  we  thank  her  for  her  contribution  to  our  Middle  School.  

Next   year  we  will   be  welcoming   three  new  members   to   our  Middle   School   team,  Mr  Mark  Harrison,  Mr   Bill  Doherty  

rewarding  Year  6  programme.

On  behalf  of  the  Middle  School  team  we  wish  you  all  a  joyous  Christmas,  happy  and  peaceful  New  Year  and  a  wonderful  
family  holiday.

Activities  Week
Our  Middle  School  students  enjoyed  a  fantastic  and  varied  week  of  outdoor  adventure  and  challenge.  Our  thanks  to  the  
teachers  who  organised  and  supervised  this  very  worthwhile  component  of  our  Middle  School  programme.  

Speech  Day

on  an  exchange.  Angus  Roxborough-Batt



Birthday  Wishes

Head of Junior School:  Ian Lloyd

2012

            Normal  classes  start  10am

Best Wishes for a happy holiday 

  Due  to  other  commitments  next  year,  Natalie  Ramazani  will  be  unable  to  continue  as  Book  Club  Co-ordinator  next  year.    
This  is  a  role  which  requires  about  eight  hours  per  term,    and  is  very  easy  to  run  in  your  own  time.    If  you  are  interested  

  

Bonny  Hills  2011
Year   1   &   2   were   fortunate   enough   to   go   on   a  
wonderful   journey   to   Bonny   Hills,   Port   Macquarie.  

of  Timbertown.  Here  we  enjoyed  a  steam  train  ride,  
watched  a  bullock  team  pull  large  logs,  explored  the  
many  interesting  shops  and  houses  of  the  days  gone  
by.    Holy  Cow!  Even  Mr  Guest  came  to  visit!
The  next  day  was  wet,  wet,  wet!  However,  we  were  
brave   enough   to   put   on   our   raincoats   and   explore  
the  Sea  Acres  rainforest  in  its  true  glory.  The  children  

the  Port  River  Cruise  adventures  watching  dolphins  
and   sea   turtles   in   their   natural   habitat.   However,  
after  this  relaxing  experience  our  itinerary  changed  

the  pool.

This   journey  would  not  have  been  a  success  without  the  fantastic  support  of  the  many  energetic  parents  who  kindly  
supported  and  encouraged  the  students  throughout  this  trip.



Myuna  Bay  2011

This  gave  us  just  enough  time  for  a  quick  bite  of  lunch  and  dropping  of  the  bags  to  the  cabins.  Sticking  with  the  motto  

boys  delighted  in  the  fact  that  the  area  had  had  decent  rain  during  the  week  before  and  the  track  was  very  muddy  and,  in  
sections,  covered  in  water!  It  was  a  good  thing  that  we  had  changed  to  our  old  shoes  but  we  forgot  about  the  new  Year  

machine  to  try  and  clean  them!  After  the  bike  ride  our  free  activity  was  the  pool  so  we  headed  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  

Tuesday  dawned  with  beautiful  sunshine  and  after  breakfast  we  headed  onto  the  water  in  canoes.  After  doing  some  very  
challenging  activities,  that  required  the  children  to  move  from  canoe  to  canoe  depending  on  their  birthday  month,  we  
headed  for  a  longer  paddle  and  enjoyed  the  chance  to  have  a  swim  at  a  scheduled  stop.  In  the  afternoon  we  took  to  the  
rock  climbing  wall  which  saw  the  majority  of  the  class  reach  the  top  and  ring  the  bell.  The  wall  was  quite  challenging  and  
11m  high  so  many  children  were  thrilled  to  reach  the  heights.  That  night  saw  several  children  learn  how  to  play  volleyball  
in  their  free  time  and  more  indoor  games  were  the  nighttime  activity  with  another  school  having  arrived  during  the  day.  

afternoon.  The  kayaking  took  us  out  into  the  lake  and  several  children  saw  blue  crabs  in  the  water,  which  was  exciting.  

which  is  11     metres  and  let  themselves  go  into  the  giant  freefall  that  happens  and  still  come  up  smiling!  That  night  Mr  

sports  were  the  order  of  the  night  entertainment.

of  the  highlights  as  we  took  to  the  skies  and  did  the  high  ropes.  Again  it  was  fantastic  to  see  everyone  take  the  activity  
seriously  and  follow  orders  not  to  move  until  told.  After  lunch  we  went  on  a  bushwalk  and  saw  a  wonderful  paperbark  
forest,  some  green  turtles  swimming  and  cooked  some  damper  on  the  bbq.  That  night  children  thoroughly  enjoyed  doing  

with  the  students  from  other  schools.

arrows  into  the  middle  yellow  circle,  which  was  wonderful.  After  a  quick  recess  break  we  said  our  goodbyes  and  got  back  
onto  the  bus  for  the  long  return  trip.  

It  was  a  pleasure  to  take  these  children  away  and  to  see  them  conquer  their  various  fears  and  see  them  develop  both  

Mrs  Brunsdon  and  Miss  Hartley



the  Junior  School  have  been  unable  to  locate  it  for  you.

Thanks  all,  Mrs  Kirsty  Brunsdon,  JS  Sports  Co-ordinator

TAS  Trebuchets  Indoor  Hockey
The  mighty  Trebuchets  have  had  a  couple  of  fantastic  results  over  the  past  two  weeks.  
Prior  to  excursion  week,  we  faced  up  against  Ben  Venue  Red  after  a  close   loss  to  another  Ben  Venue  team  the  week  

for  others  to  follow.  The  forward  line  was  working  as  a  unit  to  block  the  ball  getting  through,  and  in  attack,  short  passing  
and  some  excellent  skills  saw  a  number  of  stunning  goals  being  scored.  Meanwhile,  defenders  Josiah  Alcorn  and  Cassidy  

players,  the  Trebuchets  were  tired  but  keen,  and  the  game  started  with  a  see-sawing  scoreline.  As  the  game  went  on,  

their  hockey  and  working  so  well  together,  but  after  the  game,  a  number  of  players  stayed  back  voluntarily  to  help  pack  

will  be  combined  with  2012  games,  to  be  played  as  double  points  rounds.
Have  a  great  holiday  and  I  look  forward  to  hitting  the  boards  again  early  next  year.  Mr  Portell

nests.  Some  children  got  a  leech  on  them.  Our  rangers  were  very  informative.

leap  of  faith  and  archery.  Mr  Polson  got  extremely  wet  whilst  canoeing  and  Mr  Portell  achieved  the  leap  of  faith.  The  

at  bowling.  
On  Thursday  night  we  had  a  trivia  night  and  were  joined  by  Mr  and  Mrs  Lloyd.

Junior  School  Sport  - Kirsty Brunsdon, Co-ordinator
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