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Old Boys  
Here and There
Two 90 year old, Old Boys living at Inverell are 
maintaining reasonable health – Ron Stewart 
(27-29) (seen below right) and John Pilcher 
(29-31). John turned 90 last October and is the 
father of David (57-63), Michael (60-65) and 
Tim & John (62-65). Well done boys!

Max Tomlinson (33-36) writes that a few TAS 
Old Boys got together back in July for a barbecue, 
drinks and a lot of ‘bull’. Some old photos and 
Armidalians were on hand and there are plans 
to meet again Easter 2004. Those present, wives 
too, were Bob Hyman (38-40), George Clift 
(44-46), Geoff Reardon (42), Dick Hays 
(41-46), Geoff Tomlinson (64-69), Bruce 
Treloar (40-44), Bill Graham (43-44), Steve 
Richardson (32-40), Rob Fisher (40-44) and 
Norm Kensell(45-46). (Max-thanks for your 
notes, space does not permit me to include them in 
this issue but I will next time - Ed)

I was delighted to meet Gilbert R R Eliott (36-
40) who popped in to say hullo recently.

From Reg ‘Silky’ Husdon (39-46): “I would be 
one of few left standing who remember ‘Rusty’ 
Leith as a monitor in Junior School (Dangar 
House) in 39-40. Rusty was one of a cadre of 
monitors who looked after us little fellows – I 
was 10 years old along with the likes of ‘Sammy’ 
aka Keith Coulton. Other monitors wer A K 
‘Feebie’ Biggs, ‘Tango’ Tolhurst (both killed 
WW2), Owen ‘Skeeter’ Schwilk (brother of 
Clive- Senior Prefect 1939 - a Spitfire pilot 
in England, shot down and also survived) and 
Howard Fogarty. It’s probably politically incor-
rect now to mention that we were detailed 
to ‘fag’ for monitors by running messages and 
cleaning their shoes. My personal ambition to  
be a Spitfire pilot was thwarted by the dropping 
of that damned atom bomb in 1945.”

From Stephen Bailey (48-52) a note on 
PG Taylor (12-15). “Parks have been estab-
lished in Canberra near the Australian War 
Memorial to honour Austalian winners of the 
Victoria Cross, the George Cross and to com-
memorate the role of Legacy and the RSL in war 
and peace. Old Boy, Patrick Gordon Taylor, was 
awarded the George Cross and John Sherbrooke 
Smith (38-42) and I attended the commemora-
tion of George Cross Park (seen below). Stephen 
has sent a copy of the citation on the plaque which 
space doesn’t permit me to print this time but see 
next issue -Ed)

Hugh Perrottet (84-85) is now Games Manager 
at Parramatta Leagues Club. In 2001 he won a 
bursary to a convention in Las Vegas  which 
had to be cancelled because of the tragedy of 
September 11.  However in 2002 he was able to 
attend a Games Convention in New York and 
Las Vegas - it was a marvellous experience. Before 
returning he spent several weeks in Cuba and 
Mexico. He would be delighed to see any Old 
Boys who might call in at the Leagues Club.

Fergus Hardingham (84-89) is busy working 
in a Financial Planning firm in Sydney and 
recently met up with Tony Marshall (84-89) 
who is working in a law firm. Fergus and Mar-
garet had their third child, Liam, last year. He 
is a brother to Sophie, 5, and Callum, 4.  No 

Stephen Rose (87-91) now lives in Rylstone, 
NSW and has recently started his own business, 
Central Tablelands Rural Services, which offers 
a livestock marketing and contract farm manage-
ment service. Steve is married to Danielle and 
they have two children, Georgina 3 and Angus 
1. Stephen can be contacted onctrs@bigpond.
com

Seen at Ron Stewart’s 90th birthday  are from left: Laird Stewart (63-69), Alex Stewart (grandson), 
Ron (27-29) and Roger Stewart (58-63) (Great to catch up with Roger at the OBU weekend - Ed)

Chris Schaeffer (89-95) is now living in South 
Australia working for Elders as a merchandise 
manager in Kingston in the south-east of the 
state. He also would like to catch up with any 
school mates who would like to contact him 
on 08 87672488.

Sang  Ho  (90-93) writes that he married  Ms 
Ja Kyung Yoon in Korea in September. She is 
a web designer  whom he met on a blind date. 
They are living in Ilsan city just outside of 
Seoul and he would like to make contact with 
old friends, especially from Tyrrell House. His 
email is  riarich@yahoo.com

Matthew Hammond (95-96) was at TAS while 
his mother Susie was a teacher exchange. He 
was in Year 9, Ross House and is keen to catch 
up with anyone who remembers him. email: 
mgh1982@msn.com

James Burge (92-97) is now in Perth and do-
ing a Masters in Petroleum Engineering on a 
scholarship from Chevron Texas. He’s looking 
forward to catching up with TAS mates on his 
return to Brisbane.

Mike Smith (59-63) is also on the FASTS 
Board representing the Earth Sciences. He is 
the President-elect of the Australian Geoscience 
Council.

Jonathon Heath (89-95) writes to let us know 
that he and 
wife Rebecca 
have made a 
documentary 
which has 
been bought 
by SBS and 
will be shown 
on Sunday 2 
N o v e m b e r 
at 7.00pm. 
It is called 
The Drover’s 
Dilemma and 
follows the life of Helen McCarthy a 64 year 
old drover who lost her farm to the banks in 
the 1990s and lives in a caravan on the side of 
the road with her 60 named pet cows, her goat 
Jezabel and her donkey Toffee.  She was filmed 
over an 8 month period asthe drought gradually 
worsened. Helen had to decide whether to keep 
her mob (or ‘family’ as she calls them) or to send 
them all for slaughter. The Drover’s Dilemma is  
part of an SBS series called Inside Australia.

Rick Gough (53-57) sent an old TAS greeting 
card to us which he got around1954 - many 
thanks. Rick also recalls Jimmy Graham coming 
as a trainee teacher with Mr Stafford. “He had a 
‘butter box Austin car. Mr Crossle used to read 
to us in Dangar House – The Lost World.”

We thank John Ede (54-56) for the copy of  The 
London Illustrated News, 1961, with the signature 
of Dr K Lawrance on the front. John writes;  
“Keith Lawrance (Little Spidge) was a great mate 
of mine and died tragically of a brain tumour  a 
year after leaving school. I became mates with 
his older brother John (Spidge) whose name was 
Kenneth, after his father, but rarely used.”  

“Jim Graham arrived as a young master at TAS 
during my time. In those days Jim pulled up just 
short of joining the boys in their antics, and if 
unable to support us in our ongoing war of wits 
with Mattingley, we could depend on him to 
mime the proverbial three wise monkeys. On 
page 212 of Jim’s history, A School of Their Own 
is a photograph of Ding Crossle which I took 
during a lesson in 5B.

Had it been possible I would have stopped time 
in that envelope of my years at TAS.”

Snow Barlow (57-62) is about to take up a 
two year term as President of the Federation 
of Australian Scientific and Technological 
Societies (FASTS). Snow is currently Head of 
the School of Agriculture and Food Systems at 
University of Melbourne and has represented 
Australia at international treaty discussions on 
greenhouse gases and climate change. 
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Farewell to Year 12
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The Armidale School
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Photographs: James White, Tim 
Scott, Ian Lloyd and Grant Harris 
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Phone: 02 6776 5851    
email: binghi@tas.as.edu.au 

Binghi

The cover photo is a ‘Self Portrait’ 
by Year 8 student, Will Boyd-
Spencer

Schools in Parliament
TAS boys had some expert ‘tour guides’ when they attended the Youth in Parliament session 
in Sydney. Pictured above with State Opposition Leader, John Brogden, and Member for 
Hunter Valley, George Souris (TAS Old Boy), are (from left) Blake Knapman, Joe Henry, 
Tom McCarthy, Michael Allan, and Brendan Sharpe.

Special congratulations to Blake Knapman who was chosen to be interviewed by the Today 
Show as a representative of the Youth in Parliament group. When students were asked to 
give a short selection speech for television, Blake successfully spoke on what it means to 
be from rural NSW. 

Thanks to Year 12 student 
Warren Roberts (seen left with 
Acting Headmaster Grant Har-
ris) TAS now has a wonderful 
Aboriginal artwork  by Esther 
Quinlin hanging in its Recep-
tion area.

Warren presented the paint-
ing to the School in recogni-
tion of the assistance that  has 
been given to  him  during his  
six years at TAS. 

(Warren is a real credit to his 
community and we will all miss 
him greatly - Ed)

OBU Weekend
Finally, can I just add how much I person-
ally enjoyed Old Boys’ weekend.

For Armidale the weather was magic, 
which was simply the icing on the cake 
for the huge gathering. This would be one 
of the largest number of old boys that we 
have had at TAS for many, many years and 
it is thanks to the organisers of each year 
reunion that this was possible.

I personally attended the 40 year reunion 
(my husband being in South Africa) and 
I can report first hand how important 
school memories become, and what won-
derful camaraderie evolves out of these 
get-togethers.

Enjoy this issue of Binghi - Editor

In this issue of Binghi  we  farewell the 
Year 12 of 2003, and record some of their 
outstanding achievements.

With the practical component of their 
HSC already marked in Music, Drama and 
Design & Technology (Visual Arts still to 
come), all the indications are, that this 
outstanding group of young men, have the  
potential to achieve at a very high level. 

Creatively, they have succeeded beyond 
expectation with nominations for  On-
stage, Encore and DesignTech. 

In sport, Tom Murray and Tom Coulton 
have reached the top in GPS shooting and 
Scott MacDougall and John Cassidy have 
skied their way into the record books.

A very large contingent of these boys 
choose to remain in Cadets and the Passing 
Out Parade is a testimony to them.

Good luck to all of Year 12 as they sit their 
HSC exams and then move out into the 
wider world.

Elsewhere in Binghi you will enjoy the 
visual spectacle of the creative and perform-
ing arts as the Middle and Junior schools 
display their talents. This is creativity at 
its best – students communicating ideas, 
developing skills, working co-operatively 
with others and enhancing their self 
confidence.

Creativity at its Best
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Copies of photos can 
be obtained by con-
tacting the editor

OBU Notes continued
Here and There 

Bruce W Lindeman OBE  1913-
2003
We were saddened to hear of the death of Bruce 
Wellesley Lindeman — distinguished Old Boy 
and benefactor.

Bruce, the son of F H Lindeman, wine grower 
from Pokolbin, attended TAS from 1927 to 1930. 
A good scholar and a fine sportsman (Rugby 
and Athletics) Bruce went on to tertiary study 
at Sydney University. On leaving university he 
resolved not to enter his family’s wine manu-
facturing business in the Hunter but, instead, 
set out to explore fresh fields in New Zealand. 
Co-incidentally, however, he soon found himself 
greatly involved in the infant wine industry in 
that country.

In a long, varied and highly successful business 
career Bruce moved into senior management 
positions with various large international compa-
nies. Though most of his working life was spent 
overseas in countries such as New Zealand, the 
UK, USA, and Hawaii he never lost his affection 
for his country of birth. 

In 1993, with his wife Ann-Marie, Bruce retired 
to Australia, living for a time at Forster but later 
moving to the warmer climate of Cairns. Bruce’s 
first visit to TAS since leaving school was in 
1995.  Impressed with the developments that 
had taken place over the years both Bruce and 
Anne-Marie became interested supporters of 
the school and, soon after, presented a treasured 
violin, which had been in Anne’s family for 
several generations. 

Though Bruce Lindeman was in every way a 
most accomplished and successful businessman 
his life embraced much more than this.  He 
was a great contributor to the communities in 
which he lived and he always maintained a real 
and affectionate interest for the people with 
whom he lived and worked. Some years before 
his retirement his service to the community at  
large was recognised with the award an OBE.  

Even in his latter years Bruce maintained a 
bright boyish enthusiasm for life.  Evidence of 
this could be seen in his proud ownership of a 
bright red sports car which he drove into TAS 
on his return visit in 1995. 

Ever a devoted husband, Bruce is especially 
mourned by his wife Anne-Marie to whom we 

The death occurred in June this year of Davis 
(Bill) Hughes, member of staff at TAS 1947-49.  
During his time at TAS Bill taught mathematics, 
held the position of Senior Master and was fully 
involved in the sporting and extra-curricular life 
of the school.  In 1949 he was responsible for 
the organization associated with transporting the 
school play, Richard of Bordeaux, to Sydney for 
presentation at the Independent Theatre.

Bill Hughes left TAS in February 1950 to em-
bark on a career in politics. He represented the 
electorate of Armidale in the New South Wales 
parliament, and held the portfolio for Public 
Works. He later rose to the Leadership of the 
Country (later National) Party.  On retiring 
from parliament he was appointed to London 
as Agent General for New South Wales.

Bill Hughes always maintained an affection-
ate interest in TAS and in 1999 attended a 
lunch followed by presentation of the school 
play Ginger Meggs at the Independent Theatre, 
North Sydney.  This was organised to mark 
the epic journey he had been involved with 50 
years before. 

Our sympathy is extended to his family and we 
note with sadness the passing of his wife, Lady 
Philippa, on 6 August.

(Thanks to Ian Fay (46-47) for reminding us of 
the passing of Slugger Hughes)

offer our deepest condolences.

Although Marj Cousens, who died late June, was 
the beloved star of a large number of productions 
with the Tamworth Arts Council and Tamworth 
Musical Society, her undoubted talents were 
not confined to Tamworth. Armidale audiences 
were treated to her talents in the 1950’s when a 
number of Tamworth productions were brought 
up the Moonbies to Armidale.  In 1970 the 
Cousens family moved to Yamba and with son, 
Peter, at TAS Marj appeared far more frequently 
in Armidale based productions. In 1971 she 
was the undoubted star in the Armidale Musi-
cal Society’s production of Oliver in which she 
played the role of Nancy.

From 1969 and into the 1990’s Marj appeared 
regularly as soloist, and in cameo roles in the 
TAS Music Hall productions. She possessed 
great versatility as an actor and was equally at 
home in either comic or serious roles. Above 
all, however, she will be remembered for her 
clear and perfectly pitched soprano voice.  Few 
singers in either amateur or professional theatre 
could boast a truer or more expressive voice and 
this, coupled with her undoubted stage pres-
ence, made her a star attraction in any musical 
presentation. 

Our sincere condolences to Peter (69-73) and 

We are saddened to note the death of Mrs Betty 
Heather, mother of Campbell (65-68), Jonathan 
(66-70) and David (69-70) in August. The 
Heather’s were generous hosts at Collaroy to 
many TAS boys during the 60s and 70s. We 
extend our sympathy to Cam, Jo and David.

Marj Cousens - a leading lady

Margie Macfarlane writes to tell us her father 
Bruce Wauch (34-36) lost his wife Lylie, in 
June. They had retired 20 years ago to Port 
Macquarie from their property ‘Baringa’, Walcha. 
Lylie had not been well for some time and she 
died soon after they moved back to Walcha.We 
send out sympathy to grandsons Philip (86-91) 
and Robert (89-94). 	

We also note the death of Patricia Forsyth, wife 
of honourary Old Boy Roy Forsyth (32-35). Our 
sympathy is extended to the family

Obituaries

John Keats (76-82) has recently married Louise 
Gibbs of SCEGGS Darlinghurst (grand daughter 
of Margaret Fulton). There’s always lots of nice 
food at home!

Bert Challacombe (84, 87-93) has announced 
his engagement to Stacey Anne Preston (daugh-
ter of Peter and Sue) of Yanco, NSW. He is cur-
rently working with Murmumbidgee Irrigators. 
They are to be married in February 2004 and 
will make their home in Leeton. 

News from the Macfarlanes. Philip (86-91) 
is engaged to Erica Meehan of Guyra and will 
marry in February of 2004. At present Philip 
is in Armidale running his own business as  a 
Herbalife distributor. They will live on Erica’s 
property at Guyra when they marry.

Brother Robert (89-94)is also engaged. He is 
to marry Fiona Johnstone an old PLC girl from 
Bonalbo. Rob is living in Sydney  and has just 
finished his Builders’ Licence.

Murray Lambley (90-95), son of Athene and 
Michael of Scone, has announced his engage-
ment to Tania Garland, daughter of Zoe and 
Ray of Moonan Flat. They plan to marry in 
February 2004.

James MacPherson (83-89) and Sian had a son 
Jock Malcolm born July 2003 – a brother for 
William born September 2000 and Finn born 
February 2002.

John George Olaf Moen, son of Paul (85-90) 
and Susan was born on 7 May, 2003.

Congratulations

Tom Skipper (86-91) and Tina had a baby 
boy, Sam  Everett on 3 August, 2003 and all 
are healthy and happy.

To Geoff Close (81-87) and wife Alex on 
the birth of a daughter Jane Alexandra in 
September.

Congratulations to Steve Jenkins(83-86) 
and wife Julie on the birth of their second son 
Cooper in May.

Also to Paul Jenkins (87-90) and wife Margot 
on the birth of son Andrew few weeks later.

Sir Davis Hugh-

Alex Woolaston (93-98) has graduated from 
UNE with a BSc(Hons) in Mathematics and a 
University Medal. He is starting his PhD with 
Bruce Tier at UNE.

Jonathan Edmonds (93-98)-can’t believe 
its been 5 years already. He graduated from 
University of Newcastle with a triple major 
Bachelor of Business and is now working for 
Hewlett-Packard Australia (hp) as a Business 
Development Representative – computers and 
IT. Jonathan manages the central coast, Hunter 
and NSW east coast.

Ross Taylor (96-02) is having a wonderful 
time in Sweden on an Agricultural exchange. 
Mother Sally writes, “I think it is a great oppor-
tunity for school leavers or older to travel with 
the security of a job and family. The scheme 
is called International Ag Exchange Associa-
tion (IAEA) and Sally would be happy to pass 
information onto anyone interested. email 
birahlee@bluepin.net.au

Ben McAlister (96-97) writes to let us know 
that he has completed a Commerce degree at 
Sydney University, attending St Andrews Col-
lege from 98-00. He then began full-time work 
with KPMG and is now a Chartered Accountant. 
Earlier this year he accepted a secondment with 
KPMG to the Cayman Islands where he will be 
for the next 2 years, should anyone be in that 
vicinity. email: bmcalister@kpmg.com.au
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Year 12 Vale-
dictory Day

You never get a second chance to make a first impression
The guest speaker at Valedictory Day was Old Boy, Ron Llewellyn (65-66) who, between 1999 and 2002, completed a solo world cir-
cumnavigation in his 41 foot cruising yacht, ‘Sula’.

Ron’s very pertinent address to the boys was based around the theme, Careers – the ability to change and prosper.  He made the boys  
understand that in adversity, and when faced with seemingly unbeatable odds, there is always a way through.  Ron was initially refused 
entry into the army due to medical reasons and was eventually selected for Officer Training through a random meeting with a member of 
the army who gave him the opportunity to change his means of entry ––“You never get a second chance to make a first impression”.  

Ron stressed to the boys that they should never be afraid to change their career paths along the way – strive for what you want and 
learn to recognise what it is you really want in your life – don’t settle for second best when you still have the energy to satisfy your real 
dreams.  

Obviously Ron has an insatiable appetite for challenge and adventure but has equipped himself with skills and benefited from the 
‘network’ along the way.

Initially a licenced ationeer Ron moved up through the ranks of the army gaining incredible skills as he went (including private pilot’s 
licence) to being the leader of the ‘Red Berets’. In a career move, Ron developed the Australian Air Sports Centre, a parachute school at 
Byron Bay where he established an Aviation World Record by becoming the first person to parachute from a hot air balloon, at night.

Ron then became an underwater diving instructor prior to undertaking full-time studies at Bundaberg College of Technical and Further 
Education where he qualified as Marine Master 5 before setting out on his solo voyages.

It was a pleasure to meet and listen to a remarkable man.
Inset above: Ron Llewellyn, Valedictory Guest Speaker, with Headmaster, Murray Guest 

Year 12 Vale-
dictory Day
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Farewell to Barbie Connah
At the recent Old Boys dinner, President Hugh 
Cameron, took the opportunity to thank Mrs 
Barbie Connah for all the work she has done 
as the Old Boys’ Secretary. Barbie very capably 
stepped into Belinda Anstock’s shoes but now 
she too is retiring.

Jenny Bailey (mother of James (92-97) is the 
new secretary.

Tugging at the Heart Strings 

Old Boys’Weekend Success-ful

Old Boys Rugby Team - success against the 2nds  
but age wearied them against the 1sts

 Thank You for Your Organisation  
          – from the Year of 1963
Year after year groups of Old Boys go back to the 
School to celebrate their reunions and leave 
without getting the opportunity to thank all 
those who made it possible.  Apart from the 
work done by the reunion committee there is 
a lot of effort put in by others who willingly 
give up their time to make the reunion and 
the Old Boy’s weekend such a success.

On behalf of the 1963 reunion I would like 
to thank all those involved.  Special mention 
in the dispatches must go to: Sue Talbot who 
spent many days collating and formatting the 
63-year book entries; Anne White for publish-
ing the 63-year book; the OBU Committee, 
including our own Jack Abbott, for making 
the weekend happen and for a great BBQ;  
Jim Graham for sharing the school’s myths 
and legends with us; the Headmaster, his 
staff and the P&F Association; and last but 
not least the boys for conducting the school 
tour, serving drinks and waiting on tables at 
the dinner.

Well done, take a bow – Ric Hall, 1963

I apologise that space does not permit showing 
the heaps of great photos from the weekend. 
However, please keep sending them to me and 
I’ll have a bumper session next time. - Ed (seen 
above with Jack Abbott ‘63 organiser and Jim 
Alker ‘53 organiser

Centenary of Shooting Organising Committee
Standing: Rob Bondfield, David Amos, Ian Moffatt, Dick Page, Rob Busby, Graham Willis,  
Anthony White, John Baker, Pat Bradley
Seated: Doug Heagney, Bill Ward, Hugh Cameron, David Willis, Richard Old, Richard Croft

One of the largest gatherings of Old Boys’ for many years came together at TAS for the 2003 
reunion weekend. The 55 year group enoyed a very convival evening at the Cattlemans 
Motel with the 50 year, 40 year and Centenary of Shooting held in the School Dining Hall. 
The 20 Year saw a good roll-up to the Wicklow and the 10 and 5 Year groups joined forces 
at the Newie.

The preceeding sporting events were all played (or shoot) in great spirit with the Old Boys 
winning the shooting, the tennis 10-8, the tug-of war and the 2nd XV rugby 17-10. The 
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designTECHdesignTECH

Each year the NSW Board of Studies and the Department of 
Education and Training present DesignTECH, an exhibition of 
outstanding major design projects by HSC Design and Technology 
students. The exhibition is staged at the Powehouse Museum in 
Sydney and tours regional centres in NSW.

Congratulations to the five TAS boys who have been nominated 
for inclusion in this prestigious exhibition.

Clockwise from the top:

• Richard Caldwell’s cattle crush

• Sam Tindal’s wakeboard

• Andrew Bell’s duck weed drying chamber

• Greg Mackay’s post driver

• Chris Edmonds’ computer desk with drop down monitor stor-
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President’s Report to the Annual General Meeting  
of the TAS Old Boy’s Union Inc 

The past year has seen the very satisfac-
tory results of a concerted campaign by 
the Headmaster and the  Development 
Office to increase enrolments. This has 
seen numbers  increase from 500 at the 
beginning of the year, to 565 in Term 
3. I commend the Headmaster and 
his staff for their hard work and this 
result. This augurs well also for the Old 
Boy’s Union where the long term result 
should be more members and a boost to 
enthusiasm  from past students.  A very 
successful campaign by Jack Abbott at 
Valedictory Day last year resulted in all 
Year 12 leavers joining the Old Boy’s Union with a resultant boost in 
membership funds. I congratulate Jack on his efforts. 

Over the past year the Old Boys have been involved in several events. 

Assisting with the P&F Fete where they ran a BBQ.

Then there was the GPS Old Boy’s Reunion and Ecumenical Chapel Serv-
ice in May this year – a very successful event organised by Paddy Flower , 
Jack Abbott and David Connah. Unfortunately I was unable to be there 
as I was overseas at the time, but I very much appreciated the work that 
Paddy, Jack and David did to make that function a memorable event.

In early May I attended the TAS ANZAC Day Dawn Service and was 
fortunate to meet Old Boy Russell Leith who was the Guest Speaker.                                       
Photos were taken in the Maxwell Room of Russell with his Spitfire 
Canopy which he has donated to the School for display with other Wartime 
memorabilia. Russell has also donated the proceeds from sale of his book 
Duty Done towards some refurbishment of the Maxwell Room.

I have been fortunate in being represented in Sydney on a number of 
occasions by Paddy Flower and Rob Busby at GPS dinners and sporting 
events to which I found it near impossible to attend. I thank Paddy and 
Rob for attending on my behalf. However I did attended a dinner in 
Armidale run by the Old Boy’s from St Ignatius. This was a very pleasant 
affair and a good chance to meet some more GPS people.

This year has seen the retirement of Barbie Connah from the position of 
Administrative Secretary of the Old Boy’s Union. Barbie and husband 
David have been of great assistance to me in my position and I thank them 
both for all that they have done. Barbie has been replaced as Administra-
tive Secretary by Mrs Jenny Bailey.

The present committee is:

  President:		  Hugh Cameron		
  Immediate Past President: 	 Robert Busby		
  Vice Presidents: 		  Patrick  Bradley, Peter Dance, 
			   Andrew Heap, Phillip Bolton	   
  Minute Secretary: 	David White		
  Hon Treasurer: 		  Peter Croft		

  Committee:  		  Jack Abbott, Phillip Bailey, 
			   Alastair Fenwicke, Jim  Graham,  
			   Sebastian Hempel, Robert McKenzie,  
			   David Nixon, Robert Perkins,  
			   Keith Perrett, Robert Tumeth,  
			   Anthony D White, 	 Graham  
Willis,  
			   Tim Wright, Chris Wright	

Hugh Cameron, President, September 2003

Formation of a GPS OBU network in the US
Interested in joining a Network for GPS Old Boys living in the US?  Ex-
Scots Old Boy of 1993, Richard Horton plans to hold an annual reunion 
weekend for any GPS Old Boys in the US, to get together in different parts 
of the United States to ‘capture some of the old rivalries we all enjoyed 
in years gone by.’  He hopes a current Principal, OB President or even 
senior prefect might also attend one of these functions, from time to time.  
While it is still in the planning stage, Richard has had a very positive 
response from Scots Old Boys in the US so he is trying to encourage the 
other GPS Schools to advertise it to their US Old Boys.

For further information please contact Richard Horton at the following 
email address:  rhorton@skadden.com  www.skadden.com
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 encore onStage

SMH Young Writer

Congratulations to Lachlan O’Donnell, a Year 11 accelerant in 
2 unit extension Music who has been nominated to perform in 
the exemplary HSC music students concert, Encore.

Lachlan gave a 35 minute violin recital of virtuoso music by 
Smetana, Kabalevesky and a duet which he had arranged from 
a recording by America violinist, Joshua Bell.  

This performance was music at its very highest level and Lach-
lan and his teacher, Errol Russell (former Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra player) have achieved the exceptional.

John Nash, HSC drama student, has been nominated for 
On Stage for  his individual dramatict project.  On Stage is a showcase 
of exemplary HSC Drama and is presented at the Seymour Centre in 
Sydney in February 2004.

John’s performance piece was written by the French dramatist Jean 
Cocheau and is entitled The Liar. The monlogue confronts the audience 
with the confusion between lying and the truth as the character 
wrestles with the question – am I a liar?

John is to be congratulated on this outstanding achievement. 

In what is also a remarkable 
accomplishment, Will Wright, 
Year 12, has been named as the 
winner for this region in the 
prestigious Sydney Morning 
Herald Young Writers Award. 
With only 15 others shortlisted 
this is a great credit to Will. 

His winning short story was 
set in Elizabethan London 
and was an exceptionally well 
devised story. 

He then submited a portfolio 
of stories to a panel of judges 
and waited for the final 
announcement. 

While not the outright winner 
of the competition, Will did 
win a very impressive glass 
trophy, a large number of books 
and $500.00.

Congratulations Will and we 
look forward to seeing your 
name of the cover of a novel 
in years to come.

Photo courtsey of The Armidale Express
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Congratulations – 2003 has seen the TAS Interschools Ski Team of Scott MacDougall (Year 
12), John Cassidy (Year 12), Jack Hyles (Year 11) and Ryan MacDougall (Year 9), improve 
on their successes of last year. In July they competed in the Northern Division champion-
ships and came 1st (achieving 3rd, 4th and 5th fastest individual times). They were then 
invited to ski in the State Championships in August where they came 2nd by .2 of a second 
over their combined times – Ryan achieved 3rd fastest individual time. The Nationals were 
held in Mt Hotham in September and they came a creditable 6th against the very strong 
Victorian schools. Every one of these races was held in extreme blizzard conditions and the 
boys are to be commended on their performances. (Thanks to Joan MacDougall (coach) and 
Annette and John Cassidy)  Inset – the TAS ski team; left to right  Jack Hyles, Ryan MacDougall, 
John Cassidy and Scott MacDougall 	 Main photo shows Ryan in action

At the recent Interschools’ Benchpress competition 
the 10 man TAS team won 6 divisions and recorded 
two 2nd placings and one 3rd. Matt Spooner broke a 
record  in winning his 50 kg class, bettering the old 
mark by 2.5 kg as he recorded a final lift of 45 kg.

The top lift of the TAS contingent was jointly held 
by Iain Hall, Kevin Clark and team captain, Young 
Lee, all with 85 kg and all winning their respective 
classes. The best lift to weight ratio went to Sam 
Barnier, Year 11, and Young Lee, Year 12, who both 
lifted well above their body weight. 

TAS retained the Wayne Sharpe Perpetual Trophy 
for the best  competitor.
The team above from the left are Kevin Clark (exchange 
student), Sam Barnier, Young Lee and Matt Spooner with 
Wayne Sharpe

Interschools Benchpress

Matt Spooner is seen above attempting 
to lift Kel Hardingham

Congratulations to Mathew Wannan who gained 
selection in the NSW Country Junior Rugby team 
which is currently touring the Cook Islands and 
Fiji. (Stop Press: they won their 3 games)

Congratulations also to the TAS 16A rugby 
side which won the Prime Cup for their division. 
Captain, Andrew Coulton is seen above with the 
Prime Cup trophy.

Interschools 
Ski Success

Photo courtesy of HotShots
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Middle School Goes Creative 

Year 6 Get 
Plastered

The Middle School Creative Arts Evening 
was again a huge success.
It was enjoyed by a very large turn-out of 
our Middle School families and guests. 
The evening demonstrated our boys’ high 
level of music, dramatic and artistic skills 
and the dedication and skill our Creative 
Arts teachers provide in nurturing our 
boys diverse talents. 
The evening concluded with light refresh-
ments, catching up with friends and being 
treated to a fantastic display of artwork.
Above, on the right hand page, are some 
of the fantastic ‘Self Portraits’ Year 8 
have been working on this term – compare 
this talent to the Year 12 work below it 
– there’s definitely artistic flair in Year 8!

The great billy cart race was on again.
Year 8 Design and Technology students have 
constructed some very original billy carts for their 
projects this term.
The highlight is always the test run where the axles, 
steering and brakes get a great work out.  

As part of a study of Art styles of 
other cultures Year 6 experimented 

with modroc plaster making 
Indonesian Topeng Masks. Other 
activities included Wayang Kulit 

shadow puppets, basket weaving and 
batik.

John Elliott is heavily disguised above

Page 11

Images of TASNEY  
 an outstanding production

Images of TASNEY  
 an outstanding production



Term 3–2003 “BINGHI” Page 7

Visual Arts
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Visual Arts

HSC Visual Arts has produced 
imaginative and perceptive 
work of a very high standard 
this year.
The boys develop ideas and  
experiment with a range of 
media to complete a Body of 
Work. 
This journey is always a very 
personal one and all the art-
works are a reflection of some 
part of their lives.
Above:  Will Wright created 
a very artistic 3 dimensional 
image entitled:   The Body:  
Self-Science-Art
Middle: these beautifully pro-
duced ceramic pots by Nick 
Stevens are the product of a 
year he spent in Japan where 
he became interested in ceram-
ics, entitled: The Perception of 
Imbalance - my year in Japan
Bottom: this artwork by Ray 
Evans is entitled: Me – all that 
you see and is a very creative 
and personal artwork 

Everymans’ work is 
always a portrait of 
himself - Samuel Butler 

1815
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UNE Science Day for Year 10

Forensic 
Science 
Forensic 
Science 

Photo courtesy 
of Lu Danieli

136 academically gifted Year 8 students from Rockhampton to 
Hobart descended on TAS for the 6th annual Forensic Science 
Camp in the July school holidays.

Year 9 students run the camp as ‘controllers’ and they have writ-
ten the crime scenarios which the camper ‘detectives’ work in 
groups to solve. They are overseen by two Year 11 students Tim 
Rowe (TAS) and Celia Tier (PLC) under the guidance of  Kel 
Hardingham (TAS teacher and creator). 

The camp provides a challenge in the form of complex problem 
solving with a forensic science focus. During the camp the detectives 
analyse over 1500 pieces of physical evidence – fingerprinting, 
footprinting, DNA typing and blood typing are among the forensic 
techniques used to help solve the crimes as well as analysing soil, 
fibres, paint, pollen and other  clues. Realism is an essential element 
of the camp. 

On the last day of the camp mock trials were conducted by local 
lawyers acting as judges.

Seen above are Shaala Gato from Macksville High School (seated), Cal-
lum Leemon from Ipswich Grammer School (leaning), Kel Hardingham 
(TAS teacher),  Tim Rowe (TAS) and  Celia Tier (PLC)

The results of the Australian Schools’ Science 
Competition are again an outstanding success 
with scores above the State mean.

Special congratulations go to  Toby 
Brunckhorst (first on the right) who was 
awarded a medal for scoring the highest 
mark in his year level in the State – a perfect 
30/30. This is an outstanding effort. 

High Distinctions were awarded to Elliot 
Diebold and Nicholas Shepherd in Year 6 
and  Sam Brazier-Hollins in Year 9.

In addition 39 Distinctions and 76 Credits 
were awarded.

 Australian Schools’
Science Competition 
 Australian Schools’
Science Competition 

During Science Week,TAS Junior School participated in a very  
enjoyable and highly educational day. Each student  experienced  
different scientific experiments involving paper planes, bubbles 
(demonstrated by Maddison Bromwich below), slime, jet power, 
gliders, tower building, power of paper and terrariums.

UNE Science Day for Year 10

Science can be Creative too!Science can be Creative too!

JS
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From the Headmaster, Murray Guest’s introduction to Brigadier 
Fairweather:

“I am very pleased to welcome you on this beautiful morning to 
the 2003 Annual Ceremonial Passing Out Parade of The Armidale 
School Cadet Unit.

It is my pleasure to welcome our reviewing officer this year, Briga-
dier Fairweather.  

After completing a degree in Applied Science and diploma of 
teaching, Brigadier Fairweather began his civilian career in the 
noble profession of teaching, spending nine years as a teacher 
of agriculture in Queensland High Schools.  In 1985 he left the 
teaching profession for a career in private enterprise and has been 
general manager in a number of agricultural enterprises both in 
Australia and overseas.  He now operates a consultancy specialising 
in strategic planning and information technology.

In addition to his business career, Brigadier  Fairweather has pur-
sued a parallel career for 30 years in the Army Reserve. He started 
his career as an infantry soldier and has experienced command at 
section, platoon, company and battalion level, including a com-
pany deployment to Hawaii. His military experience includes the 
command postings of Chief Instructor at Command, Staff and 
Operations Wing and three years as Commanding Officer of the 
25th Battalion based in Toowoomba. He is currently posted as the 
Commander of the Australian Army Cadets.

I am delighted that he has accepted the invitation to be our guest 
of honour and reviewing officer this morning and ask that you join 
me in welcoming him.”

Congratulations to the Year 12 Cadets Passing Out

CUO James Bell 

CUO Ben Fahey

CUO Robert McDonald

CUO James McKern

WO1 Lachlan Silver

WO2 John Nash

WO2 Luke Davis

WO2 Tom Coulton

WO2 James Marlor

WO2 Scott MacDougall

WO2 Tom Murray

WO2 Charles Perry

CPL Patrick Horsley	

CPL Warren Roberts

CPL Jack Ueda

CPL Daniel Whitelaw

CDT Young Lee
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In his address to the TAS cadets Brigadier Fairweather spoke of being genuinely impressed with their standard of dress, bearing and drill 
and he compared it favourably to those he had reviewed in his position of Commander of Army Cadets Australia.

He went on to speak of the increased focus that is being directed to Cadets by politicians and senior staff. He mentioned that the Chief 
of Defence GEN Cosgrove and Chief of Army MAJGEN Leahey were both very supportive of Cadets. He compared this to the closure 
of cadets in the 70’s and indicated that more support will be forthcoming as is evidenced by the additional pair of new boots that each 
cadet has recently received.

He then went on to mention that cadets is the Leading Youth Development programme in the country and that this is being realised 
by the public with more demand to open Cadet units than current resources allow.


