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At the 109th Speech Day, Headmaster Murray Guest 
reviewed the past year and outlined new initiatives 
planned for 2004 and beyond.
He began by quoting from Kahlil Giban,

“Progress lies not in enhancing 
what is, but in advancing towards 

what will be.”
“Our planning for the continued progress of the School has 
been extensive and exciting. At its roots is our ability to provide 
the opportunities for individual boys to find their passion and 
grow. To state the goal of having every student find what will 
give them motivation, enjoyment and confidence in their life 
is a bold act and not lightly taken. This demands that we are 
creative in our initiatives.

	 • Formation of a new position, Dean of Students, to 	
	 identify the personal interests, aspirations and direction  
	 of our students.

	 • There will be a quantum increase in computing 	
		  technology in the classroom. This will come in 
the form 		  of a major increase in laptop 
computers for classes and 		  associated 
professional development for teachers.

	 • 2004 will see the introduction of a research and 	
		  discovery program called Odyssey into our Junior 
and 		  Middle Schools. This program, developed 
at TAS, is  a 		  rigorous and demanding exten-
sion to the core curriculum.

	 • In January of 2005, TAS will lead a group of students 	
	 and staff on a Pilgrimage of Hope to Calcutta, Rome and 	
	 London.

Back Row from the left:   
Mr David Ward; Dean, Earle Page 
College, UNE 
Mrs Sally Rowe; Multi-talented person, 
Armidale 
Mr Murray Guest; Headmaster 
Mr Andrew Murray; Businessman, 
Armidale

Middle Row:  
Mr David Nixon; Grazier, Manilla 
Mr Robert Bell; Company Director,  
Armidale 
Mr Philip Bolton; Accountant, Tamworth  
Mr Tim Hughes; Grazier and  
Freelance journalist, Glen Innes 
Mr Rob Busby; Management  
consultant, Sydney

Front Row: 
Rev Martin Trotman; Chaplain, St Marks, 
UNE 
Mrs Carolyn Birkett; Teacher, Armidale 
Dr Peter Annetts; Veterinary,  
Glen Innes 
Mr Robert Tumeth; Solicitor,  
Kamilaroi Legal Services, Armidale

Absent: Dr Nigel Pain; General 
Practitioner, Armidale

The Armidale School Council 
 for 2004

Initiatives that will see TAS Step Forward
	 • Already well advanced is a comprehensive review of 	 	
boarding at TAS – our structure, facilities, staffing, 		
expectations of boys, weekend activities, along with 		
academic support and culture.

	 • An Appeal to fund the building of a new Drama and Art 		
facility which provide a new teaching space for 			 

Above from left; Brother James the co-ordinator of the pilgrimage,  
Headmaster Murray Guest and Stuart Watts who is co-ordinating 
the travel and public relations 

Pilgrimage of Hope 
In January of 2005, TAS will lead a pilgrimage of over 70 
students and staff from 6 schools around Australia to dis-
cover something of themselves, their World and the spiritual 
dimension of their existence. The pilgrimage has bold aspira-
tions with hopes of working with Mother Theresa’s Sisters of 
Charity in Calcutta, meeting with the Dalai lama, the Pope, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Queen.

Murray Guest
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Two Outstanding 
Speechmakers Deliver 
the Message
 

This was the message delivered to TAS 
students by ABC commentator and co-
median,  James O’Loghlin at the School’s 
annual Speech Day.

In a thought provoking, and at times very 
amusing, manner James’ encouraged the 
boys to face up to the fears and confusion 
that they often find at school. 

“Don’t hide behind bravado, admit you 
don’t know the answer because there 
are enormous opportunities out there 
for you all.”

S e n i o r  P r e f e c t ,  J o h n  N a s h , 
spoke in a similar vein to his peers,

“You will never really know if anything 
does or doesn’t fuse with your interests 
and personality, until you try it. There is 
a saying that my grandmother used to 
always repeat to me,  

“You only regret the 
things you don’t do, and 
not the things you do.”
The school opens doors for you and you 
create your own opportunities to allow 
yourself to evolve as a well-rounded per-
son. You do not leave school as a sports-
man, an academic or a socialiser, you leave 
as an entire person.”

John went on to say, 

“Why is it easy for the boys to push 
themselves at TAS? There is a very simple 
answer. It is because the staff do. 

They have their obligations, and they go 
way beyond them, and thereby, become 
our examples. Now whilst some people 
may perceive some truth behind George 
Bernard Shaw’s famous statement, “He 
who can, does. He who cannot, teaches;” 
I am sure I speak for my entire year when 
I say I am honestly humbled and grateful 
that I have been encouraged, pushed 
and prodded by the staff of this school 
for six years.”

In concluding John congratulated Sam 
Roberts and the prefects of 2004.

“Don’t be intimidated, 
  Don’t be scared,  
  Give it a go”

Dux of the School in 2002 
was Christopher Rowe. 
He is seen above at Speech 
Day seated with his father, 
Professor Rowe. 
Christopher received the Hig-
inbotham Prize from James 
O’Loghlin.

Robbie Oppenheimer, above, presented  
the Headmaster’s wife, Joanne Guest, 
with a bouquet of flowers from the School.  
Robbie went on to receive the Coventry Cup 
for the best all-rounder in Year 7.

In presenting the Year 12, 2003 gift to the School (seen above) Senior Prefect 
John  
Nash commented, “Our year has chosen to congratulate the School for the extra 
curricular opportunities offered, particularly the Outdoor Activities, an this is 
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Congratulations HSC Achievers
Congratulations  
John Nash for  
being accepted  
into OnSTAGE,  
gaining a UAI  
of 98.45 and  
having 5 mentions  
in the Merit List

Congratulations  
Charlie Perry  
for gaining a  
UAI of 95.55  
and receiving 3 
mentions in the  
Merit List

Seventy one students completed their HSC this year with 10 
of these accumulating results over 2 or more years (14%). 
Ten (14%) of the students completing their HSC studied 
a vocational course involving TAFE and dual accredited 
courses that satisfied the requirements of the HSC but 
did not involve a UAI, this was the greatest percentage of 
students in this category on record.  
TAS students sat HSC exams in 38 Board subjects and 
completed studies in a further 4 TAFE courses. Six of 
the HSC courses fell under the banner of Vocational 
Frameworks: Hospitality, Information Technology, Metals 
and Engineering and Primary Industry Studies, Building 
Construction and Business Services. These figures are 
testimony to the broad spectrum of opportunities available 
to TAS students and to the continued success of the senior 
acceleration program that involves one in five students 
from Years 10 to 12 on average.

Accepted

This was an exceptional year for TAS accelerants with four 
Year 11 students being mentioned in the Merit List; Tim 
Rowe (Maths Ext 1 &2), Brendan Sharpe (Bus Studies), 
Nicholas Stevens (Japanese Continuers) and Lachlan 
O’Donnell 2U Music and Ext).
Tim Rowe (Cosmology) and Nicolas  Stevens (Philosophy) 
were accepted into Board of Studies Distinction Courses.

Peter Hall, Director of Studies

Congratula-
tions 
to Sam Tindal  
for having his 
wakeboard 
accepted into 

Accepted

Congratula-
tions 
to Nic Stevens 
for having his 
pottery 
accepted into 

The median UAI for the TAS candidature was 64.  This 
compares favourably with a traditional state-wide boys’ 
median of around 60. There was only 10% of TAS students 
placed in the bottom 30% of the state; another testimony 
to the strength of teaching across all subjects at TAS.
The school’s Dux was John Nash with a UAI of 98.45.  He 
was closely followed by Charles Perry with  a UAI of 95.55, 
Andrew Bell on 92.95 and Luke Davis on 92.40. Other no-
table achievers were Peter Toppin (91.40), William Wright, 
Sam Munsie and Scott MacDougall. 
Fourteen students (double the number mentioned in 
2003)  were mentioned in Distinguished Achiever Lists 
and there were 23 mentions overall in a range of subject 
areas:  John Nash (English 2U Adv and Ext1, Maths 2U, 
Drama and Physics),  Charles Perry (English 2U Adv, Drama 
and Ancient History), Andrew Bell (Ancient History and 
D&T), Jamie Bell (Music Ext), Luke Davis (Maths Ext1 and 
2), Chris Edmonds ( D&T), Jay Han (Japanese Continuers),  
Greg MacKay (D&T), Sam Tindal (D&T), William Wright (2U 
English Adv) and accelerants Timothy Rowe (Maths Ext 1 
and 2), Brendan Sharpe (Bus Studies), Nicholas Stevens 
(Japanese Continuers) and Lachlan O’Donnell (2U Music 
and Ext ).
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In his Speech Day Report Headmaster, Murray Guest, announced that the School Council had resolved to embark on a 
plan to provide TAS with a spectacular Arts/Drama Complex.  The building will consist of a 200-seat theatre, large adjunct 
teaching rooms and scope for Art exhibitions and displays. 

Since the introduction of the highly successful Leadership and Communications course in 2003 there has been growing 
pressure for an adequate home-base for associated classes and student presentations.  The new complex will provide 
this and, in addition, give the school a much-needed venue for regular dramatic productions.

Murray Guest announced that, to fund the development, an Appeal for $2m will be launched early in 2004.  Famous Old 
Boy actor/singer, Peter Cousens has agreed to be Chairman of the Appeal and a potential donor, who, for the time being 
wishes to remain anonymous, has indicated he will match all money raised on a dollar-for-dollar basis. This, said Murray 
Guest, is an outstanding act of generosity.

The Leadership and Communication course is unique to TAS and places the school at the forefront of educational 
development. In a physical way the new Arts/Drama Complex will match this innovation.  Though the $2m Appeal is the 
largest ever mounted by the school, confidence in TAS and its results is such, that the Council is very optimistic that all 
targets will be reached. 

$2m Appeal to Fund Arts/Drama 

Congratulations to Peddle Thorp 
and Walker, who in association 
with Magoffin and Deakin, are 
the successful tenderers for 
the detailed design of the new 
Arts/Drama building. Their  pre-
liminary sketches are seen above 
and left.
A  Capital  Appeal will be launched 
in March/April, 2004 to fund this 
$2m project. We look forward 
to the support of the TAS com-
munity as we embark on this 
innovative and exciting venture.

AcceptedAccepted
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“The Kimberley Mob”
An exciting new opportunity 
was offered to TAS students 
in September when they 
embarked on an exchange 
with the Nykina/Mangala 
Community School in the 
West Kimberley region.

The purpose of the trip was 
to learn about indigenous 
Australia  and to have an  ‘out 
of  comfort zone’ father/son 
experience.

Community elders, Johnny 
and Harry Watson, were 
exceptional hosts. We were 
allowed access to aspects of 
the Nykina/Mangala cultures 
that made us feel special 
including  ‘meaningful sites’ 
(one that was a hideaway for 
Aboriginal children when, as 
recently as the 1950s, police 
came to remove them from 
their families).

Three pretty rugged days ‘out 
bush’ at the top of the Great 

The water holes were incredible –  beneath the screeching of 
the cockies and amongst the freshwater crocs!! 

The Sandy Desert showed our ‘whitefella’ hunting skills were 
considerably flawed. It was only through the assistance of our 
hosts that we managed to eat the barramundi, bush turkey and 
kangaroo – all cooked in the fire and mixed with a palatable dash 
of sand, grit, salt and tomato sauce–– oh, and the camp oven 
roasts were pretty good too!  

In every way, the trip was a success and it is hoped that this venture 
has formed the beginning of a meaningful exchange program. 

The accommodation was ‘different’ but you can enjoy cornflakes 
for breakfast anywhere, anytime.

TAS very much enjoyed hosting the return visit of staff, students and 
elders from the Jarlmadangah Aboriginal Community in the West 
Kimberley region. They were an absolutely delightful group of people. 

Seen above (front from left) are Murray Guest, Headmaster;  John and 
Annie, Community Elders and Peter Monley, representing the Armidale 
Dumaresq Council. Behind are Barney Buntine and Greg Schaefer the 
TAS organisers of this cultural exchange.
 
During their visit to Armidale, the “Kimberley mob” spent time both at 
TAS and sightseeing around the district, including a bush trip to the 
gorge country and time at Kunderang.

Photographs courtesy of Greg Schaefer
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Black Comedy 
Peter Schaeffer’s play, Black Comedy, starts by intruiging and bamboozling the audience.  As 
we sit anxious for the theatre experience to begin, the house lights dim but the stage lights fail to 
come on.  We hear actors moving and talking on stage and we assume they assume we can see 
them.  Suddenly they tell us the power on stage has failed - the lights come on and we clearly see 
an apartment with people moving around in it, as though in total darkness.  This illusion continues 
for the duration of the performance and brings about much hilarity though mistaken identity and 
confused moments.
The actors in this One Act production performed with great aplomb.  Byron Spencer as Brindsley 
and Alex Banks as his ditsy girlfriend produced strong performances, carrying the plot.  Antony Nash 
was a stern, convincing Colonel who was the butt of many slapstick jokes, while Luke Brattoni was 
a charming, whimsical electrician.  The neighbours of the hapless Brindsley, Harriet Gledhill and 
Nick Richardson, both had delightful cameo moments.  Nick certainly enjoyed playing the antique 
dealer, and at times stole the show.  The roles of Clea, played by Amanda Siriwandana and the 
millionaire played by Daniel Mills were equally strong.
All in all this was a delightfully light comedy, with all the elements of farce and slapstick.  Jeremy 
Nash as director and his support staff of Liz Horne, James White and lighting staff are to be con-
gratulated.

Susan Hoddinott
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This popular African philosophy 
was the theme for the 2003 Round 
Square International Conference 
held in South Africa. 500 students 
from countries all around the world, 
including 6 TAS boys, gathered to 
see and understand for themselves 
how this idea is epitomised in South 
Africa. (Above left is TAS student Will 
Winter-Irving with Soweto kids)

We visited Soweto (left centre), a 
township still visibly scared by the 
terrible effects of Apartheid, and 
the Robben Island Museum where 
political prisoners were held. 

We also helped build houses 
for under-privileged families in 
conjunction with the international 
organization “Habitat for Humanity.” 
(Seen left below and below – Ms 
Harris and Mr White doing their bit 
of building) 

These experiences opened our eyes 
to the enormous problems that exist 
in our world, especially as many of 
us had never seen poverty on this 
scale before. However, we learnt 
that by interacting with the people 
in these communities everybody 
can help out, yet on the other hand 

“Ubuntu  
- a person  
is a person 

through 
other 
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Round Square 
International Conference 

TAS joined with schools from Australia, Germany and Canada for a post conference tour –– ten days of 
awesome adventures such as canoeing on the Breede River, sea kayaking with whales, sand boarding, 
bartering, visiting vineyards and experiencing a safari at Kagga Kamma game reserve.

The first three days of the conference were held at St Stithians 
College in Johannesburg before moving to St Cyprian’s 
School in Capetown. Throughout the conference we were 
addressed by excellent motivational speakers who really 
made us think outside our comfort zone. 

• One such occasion was a theatrical presentation on 
AIDS by South African playwright, Pieter-Dirk Uys.  
• Another was by the previous Head Girl of St Cyprians, 
Nqopsie, who had  received a Kurt Hahn Award 
for her commitment to fundraising for HIV/AIDS.        
• Father Michael Lapsley, an Anglican priest from NZ,  
who had had his  arms blown off by a letter bomb, spoke 
to us about forgiveness and the need for world peace. 
• The comparison between, how a  pride of lions hunts 
and how businesses operate, provided the topic for Ian 
Thomas, who pointed out how working in team can make 
you a survivor – “the pride can become extemely powerful.” 
• Professor Jonathan Jansen from the University of Pretoria 
was also an excellent speaker who believed that, “You 
can change people by telling them how to change.”

 
 

We also had some fantastic cultural evenings, including an 
African feast organised by St Stithians P&F and a wonderful 
musical evening with an African story teller. The highlight 
was on the final evening of the conference when the entire 
500 delegates were given a bongo drum each (Tim Rowe is 
seen right with his drum) and we played as one, to emphasise 
the compatibility of the human race.

Looking back on all these experiences I see that I have learnt 
a little about many other cultures, I have friends all around 
the world and importantly, I have realised what I can do as 
an individual to benefits others in my society.

The TAS Round Square group was Tim Rowe, Andrew 
Coulton, Stephen Hodge, Hue Douglas, Will Winter-
Irving, and Joe Oppenheimer, along with staff members 
James White and Fiona Harris

Andrew Coulton
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The 2003 Hawksbury Canoe Classic (paddling 111km overnight 
from Windsor Bridge to Brooklyn Bridge) saw a smaller TAS team 
than usual (due to School Certificate exams being on the Monday). 
However, a pleasing aspect of this year’s event was the big jump 
in female participants. For many years we have encouraged 
students from other schools in Armidale to join us and this year 
we had a surge of females from both PLC and NEGS and they 
acquitted themselves outstandingly – 82% of the female entrants 
completed the 111km course (77% of males completed it).

Father and son teams really caught on this year:   Chris Herd 
paddled with father Robert, Joe Oppenheimer with father Martin 

TAS Goes Out and About

(seen right), Lachlan Shaw 
with father Ian and from PLC 
Heidi Brunner paddled with 
father Joe. 

There seems to be a reluctance 
amongst mothers to take 
advantage of this bonding 
opportunity !!!!

I know of no other event 
in Australia that poses as 
great a physical, mental 
and emotional challenge 
and is conducted under an 
organisational umbrella that 
goes as far as is conceivable 
to minimise unwarranted risk.

The paddlers are supported 
by the TAS Landcrew led by 
Kel Hardingham and Grant 
Harris. These teachers have 
been taking boys on the 
Hawkesbury pilgrimage for 
past 24 years and TAS is the 
only school that provides 
this unique opportunity for 
personal growth.

Headmaster, Murray Guest, 
again paddled with wife 
Joanne. He has entered and 
completed the event every 
year since he took up his 
position at TAS – that is leading from the front.

The TAS paddlers who completed the 111kms in 2003 were: 
Will Forsythe, Shannan Tucker, Sam Roberts & Joel Leslie, Frazer 
Cole & Jay Sisson (all Year 11), Murray and Joanne Guest, Peter 
Hall (Director of Studies) with his brother-in-law James McEwan, 
Joe Oppenheimer & father Martin, Lachlan Shaw & father Ian.

Kel Hardingham

Hawkesbury Canoe Classic

This year has certainly been one to test the constitution of all 
involved in the agriculture industry.  It has enabled us at TAS 
to benchmark our performance in very tough conditions.  In 
spite of this we have possibly had the most successful year ever  
given the consistent run of champions we have exhibited.  
In fact we have not attended a show in 2003 without taking 
out overall grand champion or multiple individual champions.

Highlights for the year include:  Supreme Beef Exhibit at Guyra 
show; Grand Champion Poll Hereford Bull at Armidale show; 
Grand Champion Steer at Walcha show;  Junior Champion 
Poll Hereford at Tamworth Poll Hereford feature show;  Grand 
Champion Steer at Glen Innes Hereford show and sale and 
Grand Champion Steer at Northern Schools  Steer  Competition. 

Definitely the most satisfying result has been the development 
of the students within the cattle team. More then 30 students 
participated at shows this year with outstanding results The 
professionalism of the team is now second to none and a credit 
to the dedication the boys have put in. 

Even more remarkable was that each of 
the above awards was won with a different 

animal.

Michael Ball

TAS Poll Herefords are Champions

Above:  Tom Perrett, Year 9, leads another TAS Poll Hereford to success
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Aviation Summer Camp
A visit by a BA Hawk jet from RAAF 76th Squadron  was one of 
the highlights of the inaugural New England Aviation Camp.  
Pilot Officers Scott Harris,  a TAS Old Boy, and Chris Lloyd, 
were guests of honour at the closing  dinner. Their flight from 
Williamtown base took 18 mins with a ceiling of 250 feet, fuel 
expenditure of 1400 litres and speeds of 500 knots.

Other speakers and mentors at the camp included two 747-400 
captains with over 50,000 hours experience between them; 
Kevin Bailey from Qantas and Garry Honour from Singapore 
Airlines;  UNSW lecturer for the B Aviation course and local 
identities Brad Edwards and Dave Salter. The students also  
visited the Salter’s property at Walcha where they saw the 
oldest registered plane in Australia,  a 1925 Gypsy Moth and 
witnessed an aerobatics  display by David in his Harvard trainer.

The 15 students from all over NSW received instruction in both 
fixed wing aircraft and helicopters, and aircraft maintenance 
training from Superair and TAFE. They visited BAE, Eastern  and 
the ADF facilities at Tamworth as well as the Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter service. Four choppers from Fleet Helicopters flew 
them through the Macleay gorges to West Kunderang for a BBQ. 

Camp organisers, Peter Hall and Adam Hooper from TAS, hailed 
it as a great success and they plan to run a similar camp in 2004 
as well as advanced training for those who have graduated 
from this introductory course. TAS already offers flight training 
in fixed wing and helicopters as part of its own HSC program 
along with an Aeroskills Mechanical program in conjunction 
with TAFE, also part of the HSC. 

A group of 38 TAS, PLC and O’Connor students embarked on 
a life-changing pilgrimage in the October holidays when they 
spent 2 weeks living and working at St Christopher’s Orphanage, 
Fiji. The orphanage is home to 42 children and is run by five 
Anglican nuns led by Sister Fehoko.

Following in the footsteps of earlier groups the students 
completed a chicken house, painted cartoon characters on 
the walls of the orphanage’s nursery, worked in the gardens, 
mended and sewed the children’s clothes, cooked meals and 
helped with cleaning the dormitories. In addition to this, the 
students each befriended a child at the home, with whom 
they had formed a relationship before the trip through writing 
letters.

The students spent time playing with their buddies and helping 
them with schoolwork. Many of the students rated these times 
as the most rewarding of the pilgrimage.

The trip also included an eye-opening visit to a local primary 
school, St Joseph the Worker’s. The school was very different 
from those in Australia, with classes of around 50 students. It 
lacked even the most basic resources like books and sporting 
equipment. However, the students were inspired by the energy 
and joy of the children despite these shortcomings.  At the end 
of the day, the group presented a fax machine, which had been 
bought with the money raised from fundraising, to the school.

All students found the pilgrimage to be a significant  experience. 
“Fiji was something that I will always remember”, said TAS 
student Byron Spencer (seen below with his buddy), “I have 
formed so many close friendships that I will never ever forget”.

TAS Students Abroad

Three TAS boys (seen left, left to right; Brendan Sharpe, Blake 
Knapman and Michael Allan) flew to Canberra for five days as 
participants in the national YMCA Youth in Parliament.

Blake Knapman spoke about the trip, “This was truly a perspective 
changing experience. The students who attended the camp were 
from an array of confronting backgrounds which compelled 
me to overcome my prejudices and this was pivotal to my NYP 
experience.

Within the parliamentary structure the leadership skills I gained 
from my appointment as Deputy PM were invaluable as was the 
experience of debating bills.

I would recommend Youth in Parliament to anyone. It is important 
to remember that Australia is a participatory democracy and 
therefore we must get involved in the political process to ensure 
progression.”

National Youth in 
Parliament
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Mission Possible is an annual science 
problem-solving day, hosted by TAS, that 
attracts students from most Armidale 
and district, state and private schools. 
2003 was its 10 year anniversary and 
three hundred visiting students, teachers 
and parents joined our Year 6 students 
in a day of scientific challenges which 
was organised and administered by 
our resident science guru Mr  Gordon 
‘Beaker’ McLennan and assisted by Dr 
Debra Panizzon from the UNE and a large 
contingent of UNE science students. 
During the morning session, the students 
demonstrated their scientific skills by 
participating in a wide range of activities 
based on the themes of time, floating 
and sinking, towers and bridges, falling 
and flying, elastic energy and electricity. 
In the afternoon, students assembled in 
groups to begin their Mission challenges, 
which was to save the President who was 
kidnapped by terrorists.

Throughout the year we have enjoyed 
fantastic support and leadership from 
our fine cadre of Year 8 Monitors. The 
boys above have been responsible for 
representing Years 6-8 concerns during 
regular discussions with the Head of 
Middle School and also monitoring 
morning tea, sports equipment, assisting 
at MS functions and special whole 
school days, providing peer support, and 
assisting with school and playground 

  Middle School and the 3M’s
– Mission Possible, Mosman Prep, Monitors

Our Year 6 students enjoyed a fantas-
tic week of activities when we hosted 
Mosman Church of England Prepara-
tory School during their annual visit to 
Armidale. The visit went off without a 
hitch with the boys enjoying a variety 
of activities and renewing friendships 
created on our visit to Sydney earlier in 
the year. 

We began the week with a great walk 
around the Blue Hole loop. 

On Wednesday we ventured into 
Thunderbolt’s country for a look around 
at McCrossins Mill and the Iron and Lace 
Foundry. After that we were joined by 
a direct descendant of Thunderbolt, at 
his gravesite, for another view of his 
demise. From there we tried our hand at 
goldpanning before an interesting walk 
to find some old Chinese miners graves. 

Thursday saw us out at Adam’s farm 
for a spot of shearing, yabbying, sheep 
counting and calf branding  (some 
interesting facial expressions were seen). 

We finished the exchange with a dinner, 
trivia, and a pool party evening at school 
for boys and parents. 

Mosman boarded their bus for the return 
trip at 8.30 Friday morning and left very 
exhausted from their country experience.

Jamie Moore and Robyn McCarthy
Above:  Mr Dennis Dempster, Head of Mid-
dle School, congratulates Senior Monitor of 
2003, Matthew Coulton

Back row left to right: Harry Warrick, Jack 
Archdale, Warwick Allen, Joel Colling, Charles 
Cull, Matthew Coulton, Tom Mulligan, Ben 
Haime, Robert Ivey, David Liston, Sam Camp-
bell  
Front kneeling: Timothy Vidler, Steven Brown, 
Daniel Assef, Edward Liston 

Mosman Prep

Monitors

10th Anniversary
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Who’s Been Doing Well at TAS

Congratulations to Alexander Pear-
son, Year 7, who has been chosen  
to sing with the national group, the 
Gondwana Voices.

NIAS Awards
Congratulations to 
Nathan Krudeniner 
(seen left), Year 10, 
who was awarded 
the NIAS ‘Most Dedi-
cated Athlete’ Award 
for Hockey in 2003.
Well done also to 
Mark Wright (seen 
right), Year 8, who 
also received a NAIS 
Award for Soccer in 
2003.

Above the 2004 Prefects: back row left to right: Murray Guest, John Williams, 
Dougal Eliott, Mitchell Carrigan, Antony Nash, Roy Head, Angus Fenwicke, 
Middle row: Blake Knapman, Tom McCarthy, Joe Oppenheimer, Tim Rowe, Brendan 
Sharpe, Chris Herd  
Front row: Will Forsythe – Deputy Senior Prefect, Sam Roberts – Senior Prefect, 
Joseph Henry – Deputy Senior Prefect    

Luke Brattoni, NSW Winner of 
the National Gallery of Australia 
Summer Scholarship Program

Luke, Year 11, has been selected as 
one of only two Visual Arts students 
from NSW to participate in this pro-
gram – an intensive week of activities 
and exeriences relating to the Visual 
Arts and the National Collection.
Two days will be spent visiting the 
Arthur and Yvonne Boyd Education 
Centre on the Shoalhaven river where 
there will be a series of practical 
workshops with professional tutors.
Luke is be congratulated on 
this outstanding achievement.

High Distinctions in the NSW Geography Competition were awarded to: 
from left:  Tannoy Lai, Mitchell Hughes, Michael Moffatt, Alister Hawksford, Michael 
Fahey, Hue Douglas, Amila Siriwardana, Max Hodgson, Chris Bradley, Henry Cupitt 
Absent: Peter Bedford
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2003 RazzamaTAS Fete – What a Day!!

Well done to all those involved in the RazzamaTAS fete.  From 
the P&F organisers who were the backbone of the day, to the 
Big Band who entertained us, classes and Houses who ran stalls 
and raffles, parents who made things to sell and worked through 
the day, our maintenance staff who set up and dismantled, the 
office staff who prepared the floats and accounted for every 
stall and finally to the children who added the smiles and festive 
atmosphere – thanks to you all.
Our fete is an expression of our sense of community and the good 
spirit in preparation and the great atmosphere on the day is a 
credit to all involved. It was great to see so many people really 
enjoying themselves. The fete raised in excess of $16,000 this year.

Congratulations to the Tindal family of Wol-
lomombi, Armidale.They are the winners of the 
Ford Focus CL sponsored Grant McCarroll Ford 
of Armidale.
The P&F Association would like to thank eve-
ryone who participated in the raffle and helped 
raise over $12,000.
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Copies of photos can 
be obtained by con-
tacting the editor

OBU Notes continued

Obituaries

Congratulations

When we reported the death of Patricia Forsyth 
in the last Binghi, we inadvertently described 
her husband, Roy, as an honorary Old Boy. Roy 
Forsyth (32-35) is, in fact, an Honorary Life Vice-
President of the OBU, a position awarded to him 
in recognition for his service to the School and 
the Union. We apologise for this error.

At the recent OBU weekend, Michael Webb, a 
1963 leaver, presented the Headmaster with a 
plaque in recognition of that year’s swimming 
relay team. The plaque has been placed in the 
foyer of the swimming centre.

It  is in remembrance of the three swimmers 
who died young – Stephen Bishop (46-84), 
John McIntosh (46-00), Phillip Francis (46-03). 

However it is also in recognition of an outstand-
ing time swum by the relay team in 1963. In 
presenting the plaque Michael made the claim:

“the 1963 swimming relay team was the best 
TAS has had and will ever have.”

He has provided the following information to 
substantial this claim:

The world relay record time in 1962 over 110 
yds was 3.43.9. If you halve that time, ie over 
55yds  it is a time of  1.51.95 vs our 1963 time 
of 2.00.38 over 55yards =  8.43 secs difference.

The world relay record time in 2000 over 100 
metres was 3.13.67  (half = 1.36.58)  vs  the TAS 
2002 record 1.52.50 =  15.92 secs difference.

While there are world short course events, it is 
difficult to obtain the relevant world records. 
I therefore have used the 110/100 distances 
and halved them to match our 55/50 distance 
records.

A note full of wonderful advice on leadership 
from Max Tomlinson (33-36).

“Every student at TAS has or will be cultivated to 
be a leader. Read the long list of Old Boys who  
have been to the top in so many fields – the 
livestock industry, military service, sport and 
on it goes. TAS set me on a lifetime of being a 
leader, when just a few days after arriving at the 
School, aged 12years, I was captain of under 
13 cricket team. One does not have seek lead-
ership, those about you put you out in front.

• Always present yourself in a positive manner, 
clean, alert, quiet but not shy.

•Question, talk, be direct – not rude.

• Realise that for every ten there is one leader, 
one organiser and eight followers. It is unin-
teresting to be one of the eight.

• Stick to the rule – stand up, speak up, shut 
up and sit down.

• Ask yourself, ‘if I don’t do it who will?”

It is sad to hear of the death of Old Boy Roy 
Thomas Allingham, 1929-30. He passed away in 
May 2003 in Gosford Hospital. Roy was the son 
of the late G R Allingham, grazier of  ‘Tilbuster 
Station’, Armidale.

Stanley William Manuel, 1950-53, passed away 
on 6 October, 2003 in Newcastle. He was the 
son of W O Manuel of Armidale.
We are grateful to Ruth Wood for this informa-
tion about her brother and nephew.

Christopher Morsely (77-82) and his wife Julie 
recently celebrated the birth of their first child, 
Gus Daniel. He is a grandson for Judith Lamb, 
President of the P&F Association 1978-80.

Matthew Roberts (88-93) was married in Perth 
to Jo-Anne Allen in October of 2003. Matthew 
is currently at Perth University and working 
for security at the Perth International Airport. 
Thanks to Win Mackenzie (grandmother of 
Matthew) for this information.

Bill McTavish (83-86) writes that his wife 
Amanda gave birth to Olivia Rubina on 23 
May 2003. She is a sister for Joshua who is 2 
years 9  months.

Wal Broun (76-79) was happily married in the 
TAS chapel in May of 2003 to Sonia Waters (ex 
PLC) with brother Steven (78-81) as the best 
man. He writes, “we now live at ‘Samumarez 
East’ near  Armidale. I established a grain mar-
keting business, Broun and Co Grain Marketing, 
in 1996.  I am in regular contact with Duncan 
McLean (74-79) who also lives and works near 
Armidale with his air-conditioning business.

Apologies for the incorrect name in the last 
issue of Binghi. Sang Oh (91-93) married Ms 
Ja Kyung Yoon in September in Korea.

Here and There 

Old Boys’ Reunion 2004
The OBU Committee is happy to assist 
Old Boys wishing to organise year re-
unions at the 2004 OBU weekend.  We 
can supply address lists and help with 
planning.
Based on many years’ experience, 
guidelines for organising these functions 
have been prepared and are available 
from the OBU Secretary, Mrs Jenny 
Bailey.  It is in everybody’s interest that 
planning is started as early as possible 
and the OBU Committee is informed of 
the organisers’ intentions if the School 
facilities are required.
Experience has shown that it is feasible 
to hold more than one reunion function 
in the School Dining Hall. Last year four 
different groups were accommodated 
very successfully. Please let the OBU 
know  if you are contemplating organis-
ing a reunion for 2004.  Now is not too 
early to start!  
Please note that the OBU Weekend 
in 2004 will be on Saturday 11 and 
Sunday 12 September – this is a 
week earlier than in previous years.

Enjoying the shoot were: left to right:  Bill 
Ward-MIC Shooting and the Moffatt boys – 
Phillip (82-84), Malcolm (76-81) and Tim 
(78-83)

Considering the moment: left to right:  Phil-
lip and Tim Moffatt, James McGowan (80-82), 
Bill Mitchell (82-87, and Hugh Cameron (52-
59) current President of the OBU

photos courtesy Pearl Moffatt

Centenary of Shooting
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binghi

The cover photo was taken during
a visit to TAS by members of the Jarl-
madangah Aboriginal Community 

Colin Clift (43-48) is not too sure who took this photo of him but it is on his property ‘Yandarlo’ 
Tambo in Western Queensland. “The bottle tree in the background is thirty feet in circumfer-

Ross Perry  (64-65) writes that he is still work-
ing primarily as a veterinary surgeon and 
physician in his practice at Homebush Animal 
Hospital, Parramatta. He specialises in birds 
and also practising holistic healing for other 
pets. Ross also distributes human health and 
well-being dietary supplements tat help ad-
dress many health challenges. His email is 
birdoc@birdoc.com.au and websites include 
www.mannapages.com/health4us and www.
my4life.com/health4us

Michael Blaxland (72-77) writes, “I am sending a 
general hullo to the classmates and staff I knew 
during my six good years at TAS. I am now set-
tled in Pennant Hills, Sydney with wife Amanda 
and kids Lachlan (10 years) and Katherine (6 
years). I am working for the Anglican Diocese of 
Sydney where I am the Financial Controller for 
the Diocesan Secretariat and the Glebe Board.” 
Michael’s email is blaxlandma@bigpond.com

Peter Sypkens (82-87) writes, “G’day Binghi 
crew, thought I’d let you know that I’m having a 
fabulous time at Salamanca market helping run 
a co-operative stall. We sell retro-funk clothes, 
bags and other accessories. In between times I 
keep busy surfing, bushwalking and campaign-
ing for the Socialist Alliance. I’d be stoked to 
hear from any of the old crew via email or 
just drop into the stall. Email surfahspunk@
yahoo.com.au

Peter Hollingworth (85-90) has moved to 
Leeton with his wife Belinda, son Jack (8 years) 
and daughter Laura (6 years). He is now the Ter-
ritory Manager for Synganta Crop Protection 
servicing the Griffith area.

Jamie Nancarrow (87-92) has been travelling 
and working around the world for the last 7 
years. He lets us know that he has now chosen 
to settle in Freemantle, Perth where he is super-
vising a team of 30 cabinet makers building the 
interiors of 60 metre plus luxury motor yachts. 
Jamie’s email is jamienan@bigpond.com

Paul Leven  (88-91) and Brad Kane (86-91) are 
keen to get in touch with their classmates to 
plan their 15 year reunion for 2006.  They write, 
“I know it is early but our organisational skills 
leave a bit to be desired.  We are after  addresses. 
Contact Paul, dogandshel@dodo.com.au or 
Brad brad.kane@nickleby.co.uk  Only ten OB’s 
turned up for the 10 year reunion so we are 
keen to contact the entire class aiming for a 
huge roll up in 2006. Suggestions are welcome 
with the proposed theme – dob in a mate.’’

Lachlan Bancroft (89-93) called to say he is mov-
ing to Perth to start a new job as a Structural 
Engineer. He has been working in Griffith for 
the past 10 years as a structural engineer but 
is now keen to move on. He would be pleased 
to hear from any 93 leavers in Perth (address is 
1 McLean Street, Melville, WA 6156).

A gathering of likely lads passed muster at an Old Boys’ dinner at the Schools and University 
Club back in November. A most convivial evening was had by all with the Headmaster, Murray 
Guest speaking about the future directions of the School. 

Cameron Watts (89-94) saw OB Angus Samp-
son in a play by Jez Butterworth called Mojo. 
“Fantastic performance from a very talented 
guy.  Myself, I have just been awarded a major 
development award with Playbox Theatre 
Company in Melbourne, to develop a play that I 
have written for them. Apart from that life is full 
of surprises.” Cameron’s email is alwaysinstyle@
iprimus.com.au

Jamie Stanley (97-02) has had a year away from 
studying to concentrate on triathlons.  At the 
end of a successful season he competed in 
the Australian Triathlon Sprint Championships 
(750m/20km/5km) and came home in second 
place (beaten by 1sec in a sprint finish) in the 
16-19 years. He will start at Queensland Uni 
in 2004.

Michael King (99-02) has an apprenticeship 
as a greenkeeper after doing a horticultural 
course at TAFE in Gunnedah.

Nice to catch up with Tim Wilson-Brown (93-01) 
who dropped into the office in the holidays. 
He is doing Software Engineering at ANU and 
working with Young Life in Canberra.

Photograph courtesy of John 

There will no Binghi published 
in Term 1 or Term 2, 2004.


