- It is vital that parents communicate with their teenagers and with
other parents, regarding arrangements. They should insist on
knowing the venue and should negotiate transport and time of
arrival home. It is recommended that parents personally transport
their son/daughter between venues.

- At some “After Parties”, there is a cover charge and alcohol is sold.
The sale of alcohol under the Liquor Licensing Provision is illegal to
any person under 18 years of age.

It is important that young people be provided with supervised occasions in
which to enjoy their social interactions.

It is hoped that these guidelines will help you to plan appropriately to ensure
a successful party.

A safe party provides the opportunity for everyone to enjoy themselves,
teenagers and adults. Without adequate planning and preparation, the
level of fun for everyone is reduced. We encourage all families to follow the
advice offered here and to enjoy the event.

Should you be organising a party or require further information, the following
resources may be helpful:

NSW Safe Party Strategy www.police.nsw.gov.au
Safe Partying Guide http://youth.frankston.vic.gov.au

Safe Partying: 10 Tips for Parents www.schoolparents.canberra.net.au

Celebrating Safely www.celebratesafely.com.au
Hosting Teenage Parties www.adf.org.au
Safe Partying www.youth.nsw.edu.au

www.alcoholsummit.nsw.gov.au

Presbyterian Ladies’
College, Armidale
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These guidelines were compiled by members of
New England Girls’ School, The Armidale School and PLC
Armidale, in keeping with the spirit of the three schools

mission statements.

Introduction

From time to time, parents seek information and advice about managing
parties or gatherings. There are considerable differences between
families regarding what is thought to be appropriate at different stages
of a student’s development. The different expectations of teenagers and
parents can create problems when managing parties and gatherings. A
balanced social life is the ideal outcome for adolescents.

It is important that parents get to know their children’s friends, and
where possible, their parents.

Co-operation between families enables parents to feel comfortable when
clarifying arrangements and helps to avoid misunderstandings about
standards.

Careful planning is essential for a successful party or gathering. Some
of these suggestions may seem extreme, but these guidelines attempt to
cover some of the problems other parents have experienced. Be aware
that the larger the party or gathering, the greater the risk of problems.

The application of these guidelines, while not exhaustive, will vary
according to the circumstances in which the gatherings take place.

New England Girls’ School, The Armidale School and PLC Armidale do not
condone under age -drinking or smoking nor the use of illegal drugs.

Our schools do not consider the serving of alcohol at parties to school-
age people to be appropriate or wise.

The guidelines on alcohol, smoking and illegal drugs are based on the
Harm Minimisation approach.

New England Girls’ School, The Armidale School and PLC Armidale do not
accept responsibility for any injury, loss or damage suffered by a person
arising out of, or as a result of the use of these guide lines, or any error
in or omission from them.
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Discuss with your child how they can
manage social pressures and potential
problems. Strategies may include:

- That he / she has a safe way to leave the party or gathering at
any time.

- That he / she can contact you at any time.

- Advise your son / daughter against joining carloads of young
people.

- Offer to pick him / her up.

- Discuss ways to avoid violent and threatening situations.

- Ask him / her to let you know of any change to his / her plans.

- Advise him / her to always get his /7 her own drinks and not

to leave drinks unattended.

- If he / she intends to consume alcohol, to set an agreed limit
to his / her drinking.

- He / she should eat before leaving home, and, if consuming
alcohol, space his / her drinks with non-alcoholic drinks & food.

- If collecting your teenager, pre-arrange a pick up time.

After Parties

Although “After Parties” are not endorsed, encouraged, or organised by
the schools, they have become popular events organised by students
and/or parents after some major school functions.

o Parents should realise that “After Parties” are not an excuse to
play by a different set of rules.

- “After Parties” are often a cause for concern. For the safety of
your son / daughter it is important that all of the above
guidelines still apply.
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