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FROM THE

HEADMASTER
From the Headmaster’s Speech Day Address

Meritocracy and School Values
As we consulted with the school community about the prospects of co-education
and growing the School, questions about how we will measure our success were
regular. Defining hard criteria to judge performance and status or ranking seems to
be the flavour of the day in education and other areas of endeavour and both the
media and government continue to fan the flame of this social trend. The simple
experience of the Olympic Games coverage this year, with its focus on medal tallies
and the disappointment of loss, rather than the spirit of endeavour and world unity
that the Olympics represents, will resonate with many I hope.
TAS experienced this in 2016 in real and challenging fashion. The demanding
processes of our five-yearly accreditations with the Board of Studies and overseas
students authority aligned with the final approval for accreditation as an
International Baccalaureate world school offering the Primary Years Programme
created significant pressures for our staff right across the School. In each case we
were measured by specific criteria that represented worthwhile and important
outcomes and the acclamation that we received in each of those three areas
provided good encouragement for us. As important as they were, there is no doubt
though that none of those processes came close to defining us as a school and it is
important that we acknowledge that perspective.
I must make it clear that I am not suggesting that acknowledging and applauding
concrete measures of performance is a bad thing in itself. The relatively new British
Prime Minister, Theresa May, acknowledged this in her in heralding “the march of
the new meritocrats” as one of her first priorities and many would agree that the
promise of an egalitarian Utopia in which status is defined by achievement rather
than heritage and social position has intuitive appeal. After all, what could be fairer
than judging the measure of a man or woman, girl or boy, by achievements that we
can measure and report?
At TAS we certainly measure, report and celebrate achievement and no apology
is made for that. What I question is the practice of making judgements about the
worth of individuals solely on the basis of what can be measured and I believe it
is fundamentally flawed. It implies that other worthwhile human qualities, such
as putting yourself out for others, being honest, being resilient in the face of
hardship and disappointment, carrying a positive mindset that infects others, being
compassionate and humble or bringing a sense of humour that brightens the day
for those around you; qualities and actions that cannot be measured, are somewhat
seen as less important than the hard measures of performance.
For us at TAS, this is a reminder that our ambitions are far broader than the
measurable outcomes of sporting and cultural competitions, NAPLAN or even the
HSC. For our school the development of abiding qualities and characteristics that
define ‘good people’ is ultimately more important than measurable achievements
that are inherently transient in life. Life-long happiness and success is never created
in the accumulation of worldly possessions or triumphs, but rather in the creation of
meaning through personal and spiritual relationships that reflect beliefs and values
in life and the contributions made to those around you.
Though 2017 awaits us with the promise of more growth and development,
none of this will change our central purpose; to present broad and challenging
opportunities that will see our students grow, all with a Christian worldview and a
belief in the development of character above and beyond all else.
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From the Chairman’s Address –
Speech Day Address
Mr Sebastian Hempel
The exciting new phase of growth at The
Armidale School following the introduction
of full co-education is anticipated to see
an increase in student numbers from
approximately 620 in 2017 to almost 900
in 2030, with an associated and significant
increase in boarders and staff.
The School Board’s confidence in this growth
has inspired the School in April to begin the
creation of a ‘Master Plan 2030’. Working
with the school community, well-regarded
architects BVN have created a wonderful
blueprint for our campus here.
The Armidale School is quite unique in
character, both in the quality of its existing
campus and grounds, its values and
philosophies, but also in the passion and
commitment of staff, students, and the wider
School community. The master planning team
has endeavoured to capture and reflect this
passion in the final master plan. Thank you to
those parents and students that participated

in the consultation sessions; a summarised
version of the Master Plan will be shared with
our community in Term 1.
In Term 4 2015, a handful of new girls started
their Year 12 curriculum so they could sit their
HSC exams at TAS in 2016. Today there are 81
girls at the school. I want to thank the School
community for supporting the introduction
of co-ed this year, that I believe has to be
celebrated as successful. In particular, I want to
thank our students for their acceptance of…
well, what? I was going to say the changes, but
I don’t really feel that much has changed in
terms of their classes, activities or co-curricular
opportunities, or values. What has been
obvious to all of us is the natural and easy
acceptance of broader female participation in
life at The Armidale School.
What I do want to stress to you is that, while
noting that in some areas boys boarding
is close to being full, the School does not
plan, and has never planned, to reduce boy
numbers to make enrolment places available
for girls. Some other schools going co-ed have
had to do that in one way or another, but we
have capacity in terms of teaching space and

Speech Day Guest
Mr Adam Marshall MP
No measurement of life skills in international tests
When I was at school my old principal had a saying on his desk on a
sign behind his desk. It said: ”The children now love luxury, they have
bad manners, contempt for authority, show disrespect to elders and
love chatter in place of exercise. Children contradict their parents, and
tyranise their teachers.” It was actually penned two and a half thousand
years ago by a guy named Socrates – yes, the Greek philosopher.
The point is that people have been ‘ratting out’ on you guys, forever.
We have this revisionist view of history that now we are old, the next
generation is not as good as us – they’re lazy, they show contempt, they
have no work ethic, they’re disrespectful, they will all amount to nothing.
But that is simply not true. You are so fortunate that you are going to a
school that isn’t just focused on the academic achievement in life, it is
also focused on being well rounded. On giving you the opportunity to
achieve in whatever field you want, whether it be the classroom, on the
stage, playing music or public speaking and debating, or being involved
in community service. That is what education is all about. Because when
you walk out of the gates of this school in the next few years people
are interested in you, what’s inside you, what you are about. Results are
important, but it’s how you conduct yourself and serve others in the
community, that will count.
The media and politicians will claim that Australian education is in
decline, citing a lot of international testing such as PISA (Programme for
International Student Assessment), or the recently released international
maths and science rankings to support their hypothesis. We think
of the education systems in Asia as being amongst the world’s best

resources to manage for growth.
As the first project under the Master Plan,
this has required the School Board, perhaps
a couple of years earlier than had been
expected, to draw up plans for a new 60 bed
boarding house to be built between the
Hoskins Centre and Middle School during
2017 to be ready for Term 1, 2018. The Board
approved the starting of this significant
building project over these summer holidays,
and I understand that Armidale Regional
Council development approval is expected
shortly. The future looks bright indeed for The
Armidale School.

performing, and yes in the PISA testing they are amongst the best - but
all of those countries are working hard to do what we do - to make
their students more confident, more creative, and more involved in
their communities. One may conclude that these tests and by extension
NAPLAN and the HSC, do not capture what matters in real life.
It is also interesting what business leaders look for in their prospective
employees, right around the world. Communication skills is the
number one thing. They are looking for people that are self motivated
and demonstrate initiative. People who can work as part of a team.
Leadership skills. And lastly, people who have a certain level of academic
achievement. All the tests that I did at school, that you all do at school,
whilst they measure number five, none of them measures the top four
things employers look for. This school has a reputation for producing
young people that head out into the world and have a go. Long after
you have forgotten how to speak Japanese or do quantitative equations,
these are the things that count – communication skills, initiative,
leadership, teamwork.
Always give your best in the
classroom, but take advantage
of every opportunity on offer
and remember that to be truly
successful you must have a desire
to serve and contribute.
This is an extract of Adam
Marshall’s address
Mr Adam Marshall presents Eliza Ward
with the Coventry Cup for the Best All
Round student in Year 7
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Since the school’s Board approved the path to apply for candidacy as an
IB PYP school, staff have been undertaking professional development
and working with both the IB online curriculum centre and fellow IB
schools to ensure successful implementation.
Head of Junior School Ian Lloyd made the announcement at Junior
School Speech Day on 7 December, following confirmation of
authorisation in late November.

PYP Coordinator Veronica Waters and Head of Junior School Ian Lloyd

TAS gains IB certification
The Armidale School has officially been approved as an International
Baccalaureate World School offering the Primary Years Programme
(IBPYP), following two years of research, application and
professional development.
The IB Primary Years Programme focuses on the development of
the whole child as an inquirer, both in the classroom and in the
world outside. It is defined by six transdisciplinary themes of global
significance (Who we are, Where we are in place and time, How we
express ourselves, How the world works, How we organise ourselves,
Sharing the planet), explored using key concepts, knowledge and skills
derived from six subject areas, with a powerful emphasis on inquirybased learning.

“Authorisation of TAS as an IB World School offering the Primary Years
Programme is an incredibly exciting development for our school and
builds on its reputation as a unique and dynamic place of learning,” Mr
Lloyd said. “This wonderful accomplishment underlines the thorough
and effective work carried out by our teaching staff. Lead by Mrs
Veronica Waters, our teachers have seen this opportunity as a real
challenge and they are all to be commended for their fantastic effort in
this outstanding achievement.”
The announcement follows an extensive inspection of the school
during a verification visit by the IBPYP Leadership team and it is the
culmination of three years of research, preparation and application of
the rigorous IB Standards and Practices. The Junior School will now
continue to develop its IBPYP program as it works towards continually
evaluating and reflecting on its implementation.
“This is a significant achievement for the Junior School and just
reward for the staff who have put a great deal of work into gaining the
accreditation,” Headmaster Murray Guest said.
“The international mindedness of the IBPYP curriculum and its inquirybased learning approach creates an engaging and stimulating program
that our students will benefit from tremendously.”

Inducted as prefects for 2016-17 were (back row l-r)
Samuel Thatcher (Armidale), Hugh Worsley (Inverell),
Olivia Fenwicke (Armidale), Lukas Cook (Moree),
Sebastian Scott (Armidale), Oscar Alcorn (Armidale),
Jessie Digby (Sydney), Ziggy Harris (Armidale), (front)
Saxon Hughes (Glen Innes), James Murphy (Armidale),
Michael Baldock (Clybucca), Jim Orr (Moree), Treenie
Osborne (Tamworth), Tom Wright (Armidale)
Katie Miller (Glen Innes), Harry Forsythe (Scone),
Headmaster Mr Murray Guest.

Leaders look to the past and
the future

Moree, supported by 14 other prefects as well
as house leaders.

The Armidale School’s incoming student
leaders acknowledged the past yet looked to
the future at their induction ceremony at the
school on 20 October, reciting a pledge that
dates back more than eight decades, in the
first year of full co-education.

In acknowledging the historic occasion,
Headmaster Murray Guest said prefectship was
not a prize for what has already been done
already, but a call is to assist the direction of
the school in maintaining its standards in all
areas, supporting students and inspiring pride
in the school through good example.

For the first time in the school’s history the
highest student leadership role in the school
is shared between a boy and a girl, Treenie
Osborne from Tamworth and Jim Orr from
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Treenie and Jim said they were proud to
have been elected and looking forward to an
exciting year ahead.

“One of my goals is to make sure that all
students get heavily involved in all areas of the
school, so that they might discover new things
about themselves and develop as versatile
young people,” Treenie said.
For Jim, instilling the school with pride and
passion will be a focus. “We have a great
prefect body whom I am looking forward to
working with but I believe Year 12 as a whole
plays a major role in the leadership of the
school,” he said.

Gift of teaching immortalised
in bronze
The power of a teacher to ignite a spark in a student has been
commemorated in a magnificent gift to the school that was at
unveiled at an event that brought hundreds of former students and
friends from as far as the United States back to TAS on 26 November.
Mike Hoskins, who made possible the school’s creative arts centre
that bears his name, travelled with his family from Texas to unveil
a sculpture he commissioned to celebrate the spirit of learning.
Called The Spark and sculpted by Tanya Bartlett of Gunnedah the
work depicts the ‘light bulb’ moment a teacher engages a student
in a significantly meaningful way, and was inspired by his own
time at TAS.
“We invest in our teachers an almost sacred trust, to discover
and light in succeeding generations that magic spark of learning
and personal growth that resides in each child, then feed and
nurture the resulting flame via the ongoing school experience,”
Mr Hoskins said. “Tanya has caught in bronze an extraordinary,
precious moment in time and the result is a triumph.”
The unveiling was followed by a TAS Foundation concert which
paid tribute to former TAS teacher Jim Graham, who passed away
in July (see story page 16).

Alex’s story broadcast across Asia Pacific
It's a long way from Hong Kong to TAS, but distance is no barrier to
opportunity for Year 9 student Alex Ng. Alex's story is one of several
that make up ABCTV's International Student Stories, a series of 4-5
minute documentaries exploring the life of international students in
Australia that have been broadcast on ABC iView, digital TV stations
News24 and ABC Open, and across the Asia Pacific regional via
Australia Plus.
The series focused on young people from overseas who are
contributing to Australian society. Alex, a boarder in Croft House, is a
keen drummer who has served the community with the TAS cadet
ceremonial guard, and as a member of the Armidale Youth Orchestra
which is based at the New England Conservatorium of Music.
“Armidale is a very nice place with not many people compared to
Hong Kong. There’s no tall buildings and fresh air and it is very relaxed.
I live with some mates and we have a good connection – TAS is a
good place,” he says in the documentary.

Filmmaker Jeff Licence interviews Alex Ng for ABC TV’s International
Student Stories

The series, screened in Australia in October, has also been broadcast
to an international audience beyond Australia. They were also shared
on the Study NSW Facebook page.
The episode is available for viewing on ABC iview until 30 January
2017 and can be found at http://goo.gl/rdxtrH

“Being at TAS has given me lots of opportunities.”

TAS wins risk management award
The implementation of a strong risk management framework from Board level down was
recognised with The Armidale School winning the Enterprise Wide Risk Management Award
at the RM Advancer awards gala dinner in Melbourne on 27 October. TAS’ risk management
strategy goes beyond a set of policies but also informs decisions regarding maintenance,
energy use and providing a safe environment to students and staff. Business Manager
Pat Bradley and John Nash from Oracle Insurance, Armidale, accepted the award from
independent judge Tarek Taher from Tabcorp (left).
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Students who achieved ATAR above 90

Charlie Wyatt
ATAR 97.3
Dux of the School

Jack Tizzard
ATAR 96.35

TAS students achieve strong
HSC results
TAS students have again performed in a range
of subjects in the Higher School Certificate.
Overall, nine students made the Distinguished
Achievers List, between them achieving Band
6 results (or equivalent) in 12 courses – English
(Advanced), English Extension 1, Mathematics,
Mathematics Extension 1 & 2, Music 1 & 2 and
Music Extension, History Extension, PDHPE,
Design & Technology and Visual Arts.
Jack Tizzard from Kootingal was awarded the
highest band in four subjects, including a
mark of 98 in Visual Arts. Jack also excelled in
the practical component of the subject, his
Major Work being selected for the HSC Visual
Arts showcase ARTEXPRESS to be hung at the
Art Gallery of NSW in 2017 (see story below).

Angus Lloyd
ATAR 93.65

Jarrod Bourke
ATAR 93.10

Jack Boydell
ATAR 90.85

Lachlan Tonkin
ATAR 90

He also achieved Band 6 results in English
Advanced, English Extension 1 and
History Extension.

while Jarrod Bourke of Moree received two
Band 6s, in Maths Extension 1 and Maths
Extension 2.

“I’m pretty satisified overall – I didn’t aim for
specific marks but to just apply myself as best
I could across all my seven subjects and I am
happy with my preparation. The work in my
English and History subjects also helped me
with the writing for my Visual Arts, and I had
a goal to make it into ARTEXPRESS at the Art
Gallery of NSW so I’m very pleased about that,”
said Jack.

Andrew Knight (see below) achieved full marks
(50/50) in Music Extension 1.

The Dux of the School for 2016 is Charlie
Wyatt, from Warren, who was rewarded with
Band 6 results in English Advanced, and both
Maths Extension 1 & 2. Charlie achieved an
Australian Tertiary Admission Ranking of 97.3.
Angus Lloyd of Armidale achieved Band 6s in
English Advanced, Mathematics and Music 2

The remainder of Band 6s were achieved in a
range of subjects.
“Once again English and Maths have been
our strongest performing faculties, but what
is particularly pleasing this year has been the
strong result in the creative arts,” Headmaster
Murray Guest said.
Students performed strongly across all three
Music courses offered at the school, with all of
the Music Extension students achieving the
highest band possible, 75 percent of students
in Music 1 scoring a Band 6 and all of the
Music 2 class receiving marks above 86.

Jack Tizzard at work on one of drawings selected for ARTEXPRESS.

Andrew Knight

Students selected for HSC
Showcases

is an absolute sense of them as authentic
living children (above).

A powerful set of five drawings by Jack
Tizzard of young children dressed in historical
militaristic costumes has been selected for
ARTEXPRESS, the statewide showcase of
HSC Visual Arts.
Jack’s haunting works, called The Precipice were
inspired by a Facebook video of a young boy
dazed in the back of an ambulance bleeding
from a cut after an airstrike in Aleppo, Syria.

Academic Focus
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“It made me stop – what is this kid’s life going
to be like? Will it be drenched in the blood of
conflict, or eclipsed by amazing moments of
peace and understanding? Standing on the
edge of a precipice… my purpose is to simply
capture them before they fall. I had a goal to
make it into ARTEXPRESS at the Art Gallery of
NSW so I’m very pleased about that.”
His teacher Mr Ian McPherson said Jack has
masterfully rendered the young people and in
the tiny details of expression and posture there

Meanwhile Andrew Knight was nominated
for Encore, the HSC Music Showcase at the
Sydney Opera House. Andrew has also been
selected for the regional Bravissimo concert at
Port Macquarie, and the talents of classmate
Renee Collins were also recognised as a
reserve performer.

taste
FOR JAPAN

Group gets a taste for Japan
The Land of the Rising Sun was the destination for 14 Japanese
language and HSIE students and teachers Mr Alan Moore and Mr David
Toakley during the September / October school holidays.

the Atomic Dome, Peace Park and the enlightening museum, “a moving
experience for all of us especially when we presented the 1000 paper
cranes we made near Sadoko’s statue,” student Will Almond said.

The first few days were spent visiting a variety of districts in the world’s
largest city, Tokyo.

Also on the itinerary was a homestay at Mitoyo, Shikoku and a visit to
Meitoku Gijuku School in Kochi, with which TAS has had links for 15 years.
Four students Bayden Wright, Jack Berry, Owen Chandler and Julian Vogt
stayed at the school on exchange until the end of the year.

The group then travelled to Kanazawa and Kyoto, visiting a Ninja Temple,
Golden Temple, Nijo-jo which is famous for the Nightingale Floor and
made a day trip to Nara, home of the largest wooden structure on
Earth. They caught the ‘shinkansen’ (bullet train) to Hiroshima to visit

TAS students have had a fascinating insight into Japanese culture

Strong results in academic competitions
Several students were recognised this term for achievement at a high
level in various academic competitions. Year 11 student Matthew
Giakoumi placed in the top 0.38 percent in the UNSW Economics
competition, also winning a cash prize of $100. In the Australian History
Competition Noah Piper, Nicholas Jackson, Nicholas Moar and Will
Almond achieved high distinctions while Nicholas Jackson, Hudson
McAllister, Harrison Ditchfield, Thomas Wu, Matthew Wark, Will Jubb,
Frank Perrottet, Sambavan Jeyakumar, Hannah Van Roy and Fergus
Menzies were all awarded distinctions in the ICAS English competitions.
Matthew Giakoumi
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The huge contingent of paddlers and land crew that made up the team from TAS,
NEGS and PLC in this year’s Hawkesbury Canoe Classic

Paddling for gruelling
111km canoe classic

Recipients of the Gold Triple Crown in 2016 were (back row) Sam Wright, Will Bartel,
Angus Cornall, Tom Wright, (centre) Hugh Worsley, Jim Orr, Lukas Cook, Stockley
Warton, Saxon Hughes, Michael Baldock, Harrison Gall, (front) Bayley Fellowes,
Georgie O’Brien, Liam Treavors, Sebastian Scott, Jordan Frahm, Nicholas Kirk and
Olivia Fenwicke

for TAS in a time of 11 hours, 32 minutes and
18 seconds.

Ben Louis and Sam Wright ploughed through
the water, finishing in 13:58:30.

There were blisters and back pains, but an
enormous feeling of satisfaction for a team of
49 paddlers from The Armidale School, PLC
Armidale and New England Girls’ School who
braved a moonless night and incoming tides
in the 40th Hawkesbury Canoe Classic on 2930 October.

Finishing just 10 minutes behind were last
year’s first placegetters Liam Donaldson and
Sebastian Scott, whose goal of breaking
a record in their third Hawkesbury was
dashed 4km in when their rudder bolt
snapped. Despite losing nearly an hour while
their rudder was replaced, the pair gave it
everything they could and powered for the
finish line.

Stockley Warton paddled solo, his 18:18:48 an
achievement in self-motivation and discipline.
It was the first time there were TAS girls to
participate, and Olivia Fenwicke and Georgie
O’Brien made history for the school in 18:10:27.

Forty four of the paddlers completed the
gruelling 111km overnight race from Windsor
to Brooklyn Bridge, with second-time paddlers
Oscar Alcorn and Jim Orr crossing the line first

Next home in 13:45:20 were two father/
student combinations, Andrew Kirk and son
Nicholas, and TAS Old Boy Greig Stier and
daughter Chloe from PLC. Year 10 students

The Hawkesbury was the final event of the
Gold Triple Crown for 23 students who also
completed the 2km Coffs Harbour Ocean
Swim and the 14km City to Surf this year.

Instilling the gift of service

refurbish it. The kids are so happy living with
what little things they have, and it makes you
think about how materialistic people living in
developed countries such as Australia can be,”
said Jack Nivison.

“This work has been so important for the kids
and sisters, because in most cases we’re the
only group that comes to St Christopher's to
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Meanwhile Year 11 TAS student Jacquie Barrett
said maintenance work at an orphanage and
leprosy rehabilitation centre in Thailand taught
her so much more than how to paint a roof
and mow sporting fields.
“This service trip was hard work and we learnt
a lot about ourselves and what we could
achieve in support of others,” she said. “After
this trip I came home with a new perspective
on the world and that there are people in it
who do great selfless things for others. Agape
means unconditional love - and we saw and
experienced plenty of that.”

Andrew O'Connell

At St Christopher’s Orphanage in Fiji, 12 Year
8 TAS boys and a similar number from New
England Girls’ School and PLC Armidale retiled and painted hallways and dormitories,
built and planted a new vegetable garden
and befriended children, whilst a group from
the three schools including eight TAS boys
and girls volunteered at the Agape AIDS
Orphanage and the McKean Rehabilitation
Centre for Leprosy sufferers, both near Chiang
Mai in Thailand.

The trip was the 14th annual visit made by TAS
students to St Christopher’s, where a special
bond has developed.

Jack Nivison plays with his buddy Sulu at St
Christopher’s Orphanage, Fiji

Richard Newton

Spending their September school holidays
working with orphans, HIV sufferers and
leprosy survivors overseas has given students
from Armidale new perspectives about
meaning and purpose.

Almost 500 paddlers entered this year’s race,
which is a major fundraiser for the Arrow Bone
Marrow Foundation. TAS has competed in all
but the first four classics.

Jacquie Barrett with a new friend at Sulu at the Agape
HIV Orphanage in Thailand

ROUND
SQUARE

Mrs Anna Barnier, Jim Orr, Hugh Worsley, Madi Alldridge, James Murphy and Chloe
Morgan explore the Alps

Ian Lloyd

Alps come alive with Round
Square conference
Ben Rowe takes a leap of faith during a challenge activity

Juniors relish a Round Square challenge
‘Challenge by Choice’ was the theme of the Junior Round Square
Conference for 10-12 year olds in the Australasian region, hosted
by Epsom College in Malaysia in November.
It was the first time younger TAS students have had the chance
to travel internationally to a Round Square conference and the
aptly-themed conference was embraced by Samuel Ball, Hugo
Catterall, Alexis Langlois-Peters, Ben Rowe, Oliver Smart and
Alexander Zuber who were accompanied by Head of Junior
School Mr Ian Lloyd and class teacher Miss Phoebe Wood. The
students were physically challenged by an adventure program
that included high-wire climbing, ziplining and whitewater
rafting, but also recalibrated cultural and social expectations
through mixing with others from this part of the world. The
growing diversity of schools and opportunities in the Australasia
and East Asia Round Square region was reflected with delegates
attending from schools in China, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Thailand and Mongolia as well as Australia,
something not lost on the young TAS travellers.

Ian Lloyd

“What better way to acquire a depth of understanding than
to live it? It was wonderful to watch the barriers and obstacles
to cultural understanding melt away as all the students ate,
played, faced their fears, shared and discussed their different
perspectives together. They relished the chance to get stuck in
and they have gained all the more from it - confidence, resilience
and friendship - and a greater understanding of the world and
others in it,” Mr Lloyd said.

Alexis
LangloisPeters
successfully
negotiates
the first leg
of the
Hire Wire

Aiglon College in Aigle, Switzerland, was the venue of this year’s Round
Square International Conference in October, attended by five Year 11
students and two staff members.
The Swiss Alps were a fitting metaphor for the summits achieved by
various speakers who evoked the conference theme ‘The journey that
makes us’. Astronaut Buzz Aldrin, polar explorer Ben Saunders, racing car
driver Sir Jackie Stewart, as well as founders of various NGOs, inspired
the TAS delegates Madi Alldridge, Chloe Morgan, James Murphy, Jim
Orr and Hugh Worsley, who also relished the opportunity to meet with
fellow Round Square students from schools across the world. They
bonded through group activities including high-ropes challenges, castle
tours, an ice hockey game, a flag ceremony and use of Aiglon’s school
observatory, and every day broke into ‘Barazza’ groups made up of
delegates from across the globe who discussed critical issues affecting
neighbouring countries and the world at large.
“These groups definitely opened our eyes to the differences that exist
between young people around the world, and how the Round Square
IDEALS of Internationalism, Democracy, Environmentalism, Adventure,
Leadership and Service, bring us together,” Madi Alldridge said.
A pre-conference tour took in the sights of Paris (including a football
game in the midst of European football fever), and then a visit to the
Western Front, the site of so many conflicts in the Great War.
“I and others were able to find the resting place of relatives during a
two day guided tour of the battlefields, and we also found the names
of many fallen TAS Old Boys on memorials or gravestones. This was a
memorable and moving experience and such a privilege to be able to
visit,” Jim said.
The next leg involved a challenging three-day hike in the Swiss Alps
hosted by another Round Square School, Beau Solei in the small village
of Villars. Students overnighted in huts where they joined other walkers
for a meal and a bed.

"definitely opened our eyes to
the differences that exist between
young people around the world..."
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Leadership, Service, Adventure

week
ACTIVITIES

Activities Week pushes the boundaries
Days spent learning how to roll firehoses, start pumps and back
burn came to fruition when 26 trainee rural fire fighters from TAS
were called out to assist brigades with blazes across the north
during Activities Week, the second last week of the school year.
The students were called away from mock scenarios at the
Armidale RFS Control Centre to assist Dumaresq and Diggings
Rural Fire Service brigades with blazes at Hillgrove and
Nowendoc.
While the Rural Fire students were tackling real blazes, members
of the cadet unit abseiled into a water-filled canyon, trekked
dozens of kilometres in high humidity and ate military ration
packs at Nymboida Canoe Centre. At Sawtell Surf Life Saving Club
21 Year 11 boys and girls achieved their surf bronze medallion,
while students in the Expeditions program took on a range of
kayaking, cycling and trekking expeditions including a 70km
coast walk from Angourie to Arrawarra.

Susannah Warrick

The week is always a huge logistical exercise, covering a diverse
range of activities that share the common ambition to challenge
students in ways to show them that they are capable of more
than they think possible.

Tackling bushfires at Wild Cattle Creek

This year’s surf life savers with the trailer the school has
donated to Sawtell SLSC

A raft 'rescue'

Co-Curricular

Treenie Osborne fought fires at Nowendoc as part of
the TAS Activities program
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RFS trainees undertaking training at Armidale
RFS Control Centre

Michael Baldock was one of 21 students who gained their surf
bronze medallions at Sawtell Surf Life Saving Club

Tim Scott

Tayla Frahm and Annika Rhoades at cadet camp

Tim Scott

Hamish Parsons, Aiden Rogers-Ellis, Jack Sewell, Zac Campbell and Toby Smith give abseiling
the thumbs up

Heath Chandler on the trek
Tim Scott

Sawtell sunrise

Expeditioners walked from Angourie to
Arrawarra

Year 6 hosted Mosman Prep, including a visit to Wollomombi Falls

Fahad Alenazi was all smiles

Channel crossing during Expeditions
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Embracing Rugby 7s

The first girls to wear the TAS rugby strip took part in the Scots
Warwick Rugby 7s competition in October. Back row (l-r) Tayla
Frahm, Holly Billinghurst, Courtney Stewart, Sophie Tongue, Emily
Hempel, Jacquie Barrett, Milly Landes, Hattie Oates, Miah Lupica, Kira
Doonen (front) Elli McRae, Kim Bange and Molly Dooner

The year 2016 has seen plenty of ‘firsts’
for TAS and 28 October was another
when the school sent three teams to
Scots PGC in Warwick to participate in
that school’s rugby 7’s tournament. Two
TAS boys’ teams and one TAS girls’ team
joined other co-educational schools for a
great day of competition in this growing
sport. For the TAS girls in particular it
was a new experience. Inspired by both

the gold-medal winning performance
of the Australian women rugby 7s team
at the Rio Olympics – and the coaching
by the school’s 2016 rugby captain Joe
Kingham who returned after his HSC to
assist - their training and participation
revelled in the spirit of TAS rugby. The
boys’ 16s Blue team were runners up in
the finals after finishing top of the pool.

in the past three years. With the introduction of co-education, the
sport has also been introduced to girls, as well as the fleet of boats
being expanded with the acquisition of a quadruple scull (four rowers
each with two oars sculling) and a ‘four’ (four rowers each with one oar,
sweeping).
The crews started training on the water at Malpas Dam north of
Armidale in mid-October, including many overnight sessions. The crews
will also be on the water at Grafton and Taree committing 10 days of
their Christmas holidays to train, to race and to develop the teamwork
and synchronicity that is critical for success.
Making their debut on the water were Year 10 boys (from front) Ben Louis, Nicholas
Makeham, Dan Lethbridge and Anthony Russell-Thomas.

Expanded season for rowers
The rowing season was officially launched at Malpas Dam on Friday 11
November boosted by two additional boats and an all-girls crew.
The sport was re-introduced at TAS in 2011 with just one crew, after
a hiatus of 11 years. Since then it has grown in popularity, with the
school fielding three schoolboy ‘fours’ at the AAGPS Head of the River

Cricketers on Douglas Shield campaign
TAS Opens cricketers have made it into the semi finals of the Douglas
Shield, with two wins and bye under their belt so far this season. The
Douglas Shield is a knockout competition for independent schools not
otherwise part of a regular inter-school competition. In their first match
at home, Lindisfarne Anglican Grammar School from Tweed Heads won
the toss and sent TAS into bat, the hosts making 4/258 after 50 overs.
Despite some strong batting at the start, Lindisfarne were all out for 118
in the 25th over.
In the quarter final TAS then hosted Calrossy on 6 December. Calrossy
were all out for 162 on the final ball of the last over, while TAS managed
3/129 after 29.4 overs when the rain started. TAS were declared the
winners having achieved the higher run rate. The boys will play William

The crews will also race at the NSW State Championships and the Kings/
PLC Regatta, before their ultimate challenge at the AAGPS Head of the
River (for the boys) and Rowing NSW’s Schoolgirl Head of the River, both
in March.
TAS Captain of Boats Sebastian Scott said this year’s rowers were
committed and enthusiastic, and many strong friendships had
developed between returning and new rowers.

Clarke College/Oakhill College in Sydney in the semi-final. The squad
will continue in the Armidale local competition over summer before
competing in the Independent Schools’ Cricket Festival at Shore
in January.
In the Wiburd Shield, the valiant under 14s lost by one run in the
last over against against Bishop Druitt College at Coffs Harbour on
16 October. The boys were unlucky to come away with a loss, having
restricted BDC to 191 runs in 40 overs.
In other cricket news, Nicholas Farrar was named the winner of the Best
Local Achievement by a Junior award at the Armidale Sports Council
Awards in November. Nicholas’ honour recognised his efforts on the
pitch particularly as the Armidale and District Junior Cricketer of the
Year (2015/16).

Footballers win award
The First XI were named Junior Team of the Year at this year’s Armidale Sports Council annual
sports awards in November. The team was recognised particularly for winning the NCIS football
championships earlier in the year. Jim Orr (left) and Lachlan Knowles accepted the award on behalf of
the team from Australian Olympic champion Chloe Esposito, the gold medalist pentathlete from the
Rio Olympic Games.

Co-Curricular
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Sweet victory for
rock band
A fledgling TAS rock group won a national
competition run by the makers of That Sugar
Film, prompting a visit to the school by the
movie’s director and producer to meet them.
The Rolling Oates – comprising Hattie Oates,
Hannah Neilson, Keeley O’Connor, Eliza Ward
(all Year 7), Molly Dooner (Year 8) and Sebastian
Scott (Year 11), won the competition with
a catchy original composition about the
pervasiveness of added sugar in food and drink.
During his visit to TAS, Damon Gameau who
acted in and produced the award-winning
movie, shared his message about the dangers of
high sugar consumption with Junior and Middle
School students and performed with the band.
“The food message can be very serious and
that’s why we’ve tried to make the film and the
competition so much fun,” he said. “Instead of
basing their entry around music from the film
like many of the entrants, they came up with

The Sugar Film producer Damon Gameau rehearses with
Hannah Neilson, Sebastian Scott, Molly Dooner, Hattie Oates,
Eliza Ward and Keeley O’Connor whose band The Rolling Oates
won a national Sugar Film song competition

their own thing that really stepped out and
included all the key themes, including awareness
about sugar in things you wouldn’t think of.”
As well as the band winning a bike, film
materials, bowling tickets and books, TAS was
presented with a Sugar Film School Action
Toolkit including curriculum resources.

Abbott takes out Cash Cup
The annual inter-house creative arts challenge,
the Cash Cup, was held in the last week of term
and Memorial Hall was filled to capacity by
students and parents who were treated to a terrific
afternoon’s entertainment. The format had four
components: an original artwork from each house,
a filmed ‘lip sync’ performance, a whole-of-house
musical item and a house drama involving one
person from each year group.

Sam Osborne and Will Benham helped Abbott House
win the Cash Cup

Mountain Biking
TAS Mountain Bikers have made an impact
at several meets so far this season. In early
November riders took part in the ‘UNE 3 Hour’,
a relay event for teams of two riders at the
newly upgraded Sport UNE track which will
host a national series race in 2017. With a
team from Queensland attending the race,
along with many local riders, there was
strong competition for TAS teams with some
managing podium positions: Fletcher Jackson
and Archie Chick third in the juniors, and TAS
fathers Hamish Chandler and Tim Lawrence,
second in the masters. The following week

Each House interpreted the theme ‘It all depends
on this’ in different ways, and students exhibited
creativity, courage and sense of fun. In the end
it was Abbott House - with some channeling of
Donald Trump and Hilary Clinton – which won the
afternoon ever so slightly ahead of Tyrrell.

riders took part in Armidale's round of the
Evocities Mountain Bike Series hosted by
New England Mountain Bikers. This was a
100km marathon race held on a 17km lap
course at Armidale Pine Forest. Seniors rode
in the 100km race while the younger students
entered in the 50km race, all competing
against elite riders from across the state. In
the 100km event Michael Harris, Angus Apps
and David Cook (AHS) came first and Duncan
Chalmers, Joseph Sewell and Samuel King
were third. Other podium results were Hamish
Chalmers, Archi Lawrence and Jack Sewell the
third placed team in the 50km event.

SPORT

briefs
GPS appointment
TAS Master in Charge of Athletics
Mr Jim Pennington has been
appointed as the AAGPS Athletics
Convenor for 2017. As convenor,
Mr Pennington will chair the subcommittee responsible for the
management of this flagship GPS
competition, culminating in the
AAGPS Athletics Championships
on 16 September.
UNE award
Michael Baldock was presented
with a UNE Sport Spirit of Sport
award at the end of term. The
awards, made annually, recognise
those students who have
contributed in a positive way to
the promotion and development
of sport, showed great pride in
representing their school or club,
and done so across a range
of sports.

Chess
The TAS First IV of Harry Pollard,
Darcy Smyth, Liam Treavors and
Charlie Wyatt (returning after his
HSC) competed in the regional
NSW final of the Junior Chess
League in Sydney, meeting some
stiff competition on the boards.
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LION KING

ROARS
ONTO STAGE

Tim Scott

The stage of the Hoskins Theatre was transformed
into the African savannah when Junior School
students performed Disney’s Lion King Jr
over four sell-out performances at the end
of term. Magnificent costumes, striking sets
and outstanding performances featured in an
extravagant production, directed by teachers
Mrs Leasa Cleaver and Mrs Rachel Butcher and
supported by Junior School staff and parents. The
final night was the culmination of months of hard
work and a tribute to the talents of so many, not
least being the creativity of the costume makers
in bringing such a colourful tale of lions, hyenas,
wildebeests, gazelles, zebras, rhinos, elephants,
giraffes and birds to life.

William Nash played Rafiki

Buzzards and giraffes mixed on stage

Tim Scott

Tim Scott

Sarabi (Lara Crosby) and Mufasa (Harry Pennington)

Pumbaa (Lochlan Gerdes) & Timon (Caleb Baumgartner)

Tim Scott

Toby Inglis as Zazu

Zebras and elephants abound

Junior School
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Flamingos were in full feather

Simba (Jasper O’Neil)

Paralympian Katie inspires
TAS was most privileged to be inspired by Paralympian gold medallist Katie Kelly
who was the special guest at Junior School Speech Day. Born with moderate hearing
loss and later diagnosed with Usher syndrome (a deaf/blind condition), she did not
let things get in the way of her ambition and in February 2015 gained selection on
Triathlon Australia’s elite Paratriathlon program. She was undefeated in her first year
of elite Paratriathlon and won her debut World Championship Paratriathlon PT5
(Vision Impaired) in Chicago in 2015 with Michellie Jones as her Guide. The pair then
went on to win a gold medal in Paratriathlon at the Rio Paralympics.
Ms Kelly’s dedication and positivity were a moving inspiration to all in attendance.

Paralympic gold medallist Katie Kelly and Head of Junior School Ian
Lloyd at Junior School Speech Day

Students get a taste of France at Languages Day
“Tres bien!,” said Flynn Broadfoot, as he flipped his French crepe in a pan.
Always a highlight on the Term 4 Junior School calendar, Languages Day gives
students from Transition to Year 5 a taste – literally – of other cultures.
During the day they rotated throughout a range of activities. Some were food
related, such as cooking crepes on stoves in the French room, serving and
enjoying food in a French Canadian café, and decorating a Buche de Noel (a logshaped Christmas cake). They made an artwork inspired by Matisse; played ageappropriate games including Le Chat et la Souris (‘cat and mouse)’ and Canard
Canard L'Oie (‘duck duck goose’) in the playground, learnt about origami cranes
and how to make them and rounded things off with some African singing.
“There’s nothing like learning by immersion, and Languages Day is a great way
of engaging the children in the cultural aspects of not just France but other
countries as well,” said Head of Junior School Ian Lloyd.

Flynn Broadfoot cooking crepes

Wheels smoke at Bike Day
Junior School's annual Bike and Triathlon Day lived up to its usual expectations,
with the morning focusing on bike safety and riding followed in the afternoon by
the Junior School triathlon. An initiative this year was Beat the Boss, in which the
Headmaster generated 289 watts over a 30 second pedal with the challenge then
thrown open to other staff and students. The national record of 2640 was set in
Adelaide, 2013 by TAS staff member Mitch Bullen who managed 2,640 on Bike Day still the top by a long way! After the triathlon, Mitch presented the prizes to the Year
4 and 5 students who generated the most power - Jack Hopkins, Year 5 (288, just one
watt behind the headmaster) and Lochlan Gerdes of Year 4, 264 watts. Apparently it
takes 212 watts to power a toaster for 20 seconds!
The afternoon’s triathlon involved laps of the TAS pool and the adjacent Wakefield
oval, with distances ranging from a 25m swim, 200m ride and 200m run for
Kindergarten to Year 2 teams, through to a 75m/400m/400m course for Year 5 teams
and individuals. The school was delighted that Mrs Julie Heagney was again on hand
to present the Sarah Heagney Memorial Trophy for JS Triathlete to Toby Inglis.

The Headmaster sets the pace in Beat the Boss

Mrs Julie Heagney presents the Sarah Heagney Memorial Trophy to
Toby Inglis

STEM focuses on big picture
Year 1 and 2 students loved having micro-biologists Dr Gal Winter-Ziv and Jenny Druitt from CSIRO's
Scientists and Mathematicians in Schools program in October. They helped the students build some
small floating gardens which were planted with sprout, pea and flower seeds the boys and girls
learnt how such gardens can help people in flood-prone countries like Bangladesh.
Dr Winter-Ziv with students at a special STEM day in Junior School
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Junior School

spark

The Jim Graham
Tribute Concert

IGNITING THE

Kim Harris and Barbie McConville lead out the grand dames

He lit the spark of creativity in generations of
TAS students, and on 26 November the legacy
of Jim Graham was showcased at a special
concert at the TAS Hoskins Centre, hosted by the
TAS Foundation.

Playing to a capacity audience, the evening included
musical numbers performed by two men who had
gone on from TAS to have professional careers on stage
and screen, Old Boys Peter Cousens 69-73 (Les Miserables,
Miss Saigon, Phantom of the Opera) and Ben Mingay 92-95
(Packed to the Rafters, Wonderland, and the title role in an
upcoming Nine network series about Alan Bond) and professional
entertainer Mandy Bishop. They were joined by dozens of cast
members of former school and community productions as well as
current TAS students.

Dai Griffiths partners with his father Paul who compered the evening
Peter Cousens’ mastered the harmonica in Piano Man

Old Boys performed The Policeman’s Song from Pirates of Penzance

Mandy Bishop and Ben Mingay kept the homefires burning

Ginger Meggs had a reprise at the hands of current Middle school students

Jasper O’Neil and Will Nash sang ‘When I Grow Up’ from Matilda

Foundation
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Helen Toppin and friends delivered the
Politically Correct Waltzing Matilda

Andrew Knight and Kira Dooner had fun
with Spamalot’s ‘The Song that Goes
Like This'

dusk
TAS @

Pig races lead the charge at TAS@Dusk
The second TAS@Dusk – the school’s fete hosted by the P&F – was another outstanding
success and was the culmination of three community events.
At Grandparents’ Afternoon on 4 November, hundreds of senior friends of the school
enjoyed tours, a concert and afternoon tea, hosted by their grandchildren or other
significant young people. Some travelled from around the corner, others came from interstate to enjoy what is always a special day. That night the biennial TAS Art Show opened in
the Hoskins Centre with paintings, prints, photographs and sculpture on show and sale.
The next afternoon, hundreds of people, including many from beyond the school
community made the most of the wonderful carnival atmosphere at TAS@Dusk.
Noah’s Pig Racing Farm from Queensland again conducted a program of six pig races,
each school House having employed imaginative tactics to raise the most money and win
the coveted Pig Trophy (and associated Mars Bars) – well done to Abbott and Tyrrell who
both topped the $700 mark. There was wine tasting, a broad range of food and beverage
providors, Harley Davidson rides and music from TAS students and local band Rough
Justice. For many students, a highlight was watching the Headmaster, his deputy and
other staff all show their sense of school spirit and fun, being ‘dunked’ for the cause!

Binghi 175 – 17

notes
OLD BOYS

Congratulations

Well done to Alistair Flower (88-93), who
has turned around an ailing coastal hotel
into an award winning venue. Alistair quit
an executive position in a hotel group and
moved his young family to Port Macquarie
when he acquired a “bankrupt tradies pub”
called Settlers Inn last year and swiftly set
about refurbishing it and rebranding it as
a family destination. In September he won
the Hastings Council Business Award for
Best Hotel or Club in Port Macquarie, and
was nominated in three categories in the
Australian Hotel Association awards.
Actor Gareth Rickards (96-01) was back
in Armidale briefly in November for an
advance screening of his action film Rough
Stuff. The film follows Gareth’s character Buzz
as he goes on the search of lost gold in an
Australian action film reminiscent of Mad
Max. “I grew up watching a lot of films at
the Belgrave Cinema that inspired me to be
where I am now, so to have a film that I’m in
show there, is a nice twist of irony,” he told
The Armidale Express. The film will have its
commercial release in early 2017.

Obituaries

have been proud of his achievements there,
not only academically but in his sporting
life as well,” writes his son Dennis from Port
Moresby, who informed us of the news. Ilaisa
is survived by his wife Rose and sons Dennis,
Orere Jr and Brendan from his second
marriage, and a son Onea and daughter Ulea
from his first.
Graham Sidmouth Seton (43-47) passed
away on 26 September 2016. Graham was
one of five brothers from Inverell who
attended TAS between 1938-1947, the
sons of Leonard and Mary Seton. Leonard
served with distinction in France in the
Great War, being awarded the Military
Cross and Bar. After the war he took up a
soldier settler block near Inverell, and all
the hardship and challenges that came with
it. The boys were educated at home by
Blackfriars Correspondence School under
the supervision of their mother until they
came to TAS, their time here made possible
by the philanthropy of Miss Weeta May
Wright of Wongwibinda Station, a cousin
of their mother’s. Graham graduated in
Architecture from the University of Sydney in
1953 (and later acquired an MA from UNSW).
In 2010 he and his surviving brothers Ian
(39-41, 43-44) and Nigel (41-45), donated
a handsome cedar cabinet to the School,
along with copies of their father’s medals the gift acknowledging their parents, the
richness of their school and family life, and
the generosity of Weeta May Wright. Graham
and his wife Anne, who predeceased him,
have two sons and a daughter. Our deepest
sympathy to his extended family.
John Kenneth Steggles (43-46) passed
away on 13 August 2015. Late of Lambton,
Newcastle, he was survived by his children
Emma and Katharine.

It was sad to learn of the passing on 11
October of Ilaisa Jack Orere (1968-72).
Originally from the Central Province of
Papua New Guinea, Ilaisa was educated at
TAS under a scholarship scheme sponsored
by the PNG Department of Education. After
leaving TAS he attended the University
of Papua New Guinea and worked as an
Environmental Scientist at various places in
PNG, including work for Ok Tedi Mining Ltd.
“We thank God for his life, and especially
TAS’s impact upon his life. He was known
here as the first person to be involved in
such an arrangement at that time from our
local area of origin, and he and all of us
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We have learnt of the death in 2013 of
Christopher Nevin Cuthbert (45-50),
Captain of the School in 1950. He graduated
in Mechanical Engineering (with Honours)
from University of Western Australia
(his home state) in 1956 and a career in
managerial roles. In latter years he lived in
Epping, Sydney.
His coffin adorned with his TAS blazer
and wearing his school tie and scarf,
William Arthur (Bill) Carter (40-47) late
of Toowoomba was laid to rest on 14
November in the presence of his extended
family and friends.

A son of TG Carter (04-09) and nephew of
AO Carter (08-13) and LRH Higinbotham
(01-06), Bill grew up at ‘Pera’ in Upper
Manilla and loved his boarding years at TAS
where he was a keen sportsman. A fine leg
break bowler, he played in the First XI for
three years and was captain in his last; vice
captain of the First XV, a talented shooter
and a prefect. Returning home after leaving
school, he later had properties at Barraba,
Willow Tree and Moree, where he operated
the highly successful Gorian Hereford Stud.
Bill and his wife Moya (nee Henderson)
had five daughters who all went to NEGS;
on the birth of the youngest Caroline, the
editor of Binghi urged them to “keep trying”!
Among the friends from his time at TAS who
attended his service was Graham White (4149). Our thoughts are with his family.
It is with sadness we report of the death on
27 November of Donald Francis WalkerSmith (42-45). One of the ‘Sydney refugees’
who came to TAS at the height of the Second
World War, Donald re-connected with TAS
in his later years. A former sailor, he was
particularly interested in the burgeoning
rowing program at the school, and had a
passion for bagpipes. Our sympathies go to
his family.

Round ‘n’ About
1950s
A visit to TAS to pay tribute to a Rotary
mentor has put us back in touch with
William Kuo Van Chiang (55-56), who has
lived in the United States for more than five
decades. Born in 1939, he was 20 months
younger than his brother James Kuo Cheng
Chiang, though they were in the same
class. During their time at TAS the boys were
under the legal guardianship of Allen (Bud)
Blomfield (28-30), of Cheyenne Station
Walcha, and William became firm friends
with his children, particularly Shevauneen
who was the same age, and younger
siblings Carol and Burgh (53-59). James
(now deceased) was an electrical engineer
who became a pioneer in computer data
processing, having designed, developed
and completed two major large-scale
data processing projects in Hong Kong.
William, meanwhile, went to the US in 1963,
and became a naturalized citizen in 1976,
working most of his life in banking. “After
retiring at 65, I went back to China to work

as a volunteer for Rotary and other projects, but last year I moved
back and am currently living in the San Francisco Bay Area,” he writes.
University of Queensland student Tony Zhang, a current year Rotary
Peace Fellow sponsored by William’s former Rotary Club of Chengdu
and the Rotary District of China, made the road trip south to New
England especially to visit his mentor’s alma mater, meet William’s
‘Aussie sister’ Shevauneen – also a Rotarian. William was interested to
see photos from his 60 year reunion at Old Boys’ Weekend and can be
contacted at wmchiang99@gmail.com.
1960s
After 50 plus years of farming at Baan Baa in NSW, Jim MacLeod
(61-62) and his wife Marion have retired to Tolga in the Atherton
Tablelands, far north Queensland to be closer to family and, after
settling in to their new surroundings, to see a lot more
of Australia.

1990s
“Don’t be afraid to try
new things, and don’t
hold back.” That was
the inspiring message
Old Boy Greg Blanch
(88-94) gave at a school
assembly in November,
about his achievements
in the water at the World Down Syndrome Championships in Ireland
and Portugal and his role as an Ambassador for the Special Olympics.
2000s
Nicholas Marlor (93-01) got in touch to say he ‘recently’ became
engaged to Carmen Sumaria and the couple will marry in early 2018.
Currently in Sydney working for Parkroyal Hotel in Darling Harbour,
Nicholas is also the vice chairman of World Deaf Rugby.

knot
TYING THE

Edward White (95-00) married Michelle Rafferty of Tamworth in
an amazing ceremony and reception at Goonoo Goonoo Station
on 5 November. Mark Sirl (95-00) was Edward's best man and
Thomas Abbott (95-00) and Sam Treloar (95-00) were also in the
bridal party. Numerous White family members were in attendance
and elder brother Christopher (91-96) gave a reading during the
ceremony. Edward is currently a GP in Moree.
Only a few weeks later on 25 November Edward’s brother Anthony
White (93-98) married Alice Darvill of Sydney at Our Lady Star of the
Sea at Watsons Bay, with James Barlow (95-98 ) as the best man.
Anthony is currently Acting Deputy Head at Bondi Public School.
“After a brilliant ferry ride from the church to the Opera House steps
the reception was held in the Botanic Gardens Restaurant. It was a
uniquely musical occasion with Anthony composing and singing
a song for his new wife,” said his aunt Anne White (Staff), who we
thank for the delightful news. Anthony White with his daughter
Mabel, Alice Darvill, Amanda White, Michelle White (Rafferty), Edward
White, Robert White (59-65) and in front Alice White eldest daughter
of Christopher White.

In more nuptial news, Charlie Cull (00-07) married Zoe Murray from
Lord Howe Island, on 16 April. The couple met while studying at
Sydney University.
Charlie and Zoe got the large contingent of Old Boys attending
their wedding together for a special photo on the big day. Standing
(left-right) Alex Barwick (03-08), Andy Roberts (02-07), Andre
Verbeek-Martin (05-07), Brent Trenerry (04-08), Joe Radford
(03-07), Angus Trenerry (04-11), Benn Roberts (98-07), Andrew
Patrick (06-11), Warwick Allen (02-07), Cameron Patrick (03-08),
Matt Wykniet (06-11), Haldane Begg (97-07), Adrian Butt (03-07).
Seated are Gunar Daniel (02-07), Charlie, Zoe, and Daniel Assef
(02-07), his best man. Charlie writes that he and Zoe are living in
Camperdown Sydney; he is a senior policy advisor with NSW Farmers,
and Zoe is teaching at SCEGGS Darlinghurst.
“I've recently handed over the presidency of the St Barnabas Football
Club to Angus Trenerry. If any Old Boys want to come and play with
us, they are most welcome. We cater for any standards, and field
mens’ and womens’ teams.” The club has experienced strong growth
in recent years – no doubt due to its popularity with TAS Old Boys!
Anyone interested, contact Charlie on 0427 255 696.
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Reunions, get togethers etc
TAS Reunion Weekend 2017
The Old Armidalians’ Union is delighted to announce that it will hold
TAS Reunion Weekend (formerly Old Boys’ Weekend) on the weekend
of 8-10 September, 2017. This reverts to the time of the year when
the weekend was held for many years, and coincides with NEGS
Old Girls’ Union weekend. As usual there will be a range of sporting
competitions between Old Armidalians and the School in hockey,
shooting, debating, football, chess and tennis, as well as special
reunions for the 1957, ’67, ’77, ’87, ’97, 07 and 2012 leavers.
As well there will be school fixtures against Toowoomba Anglican
College & Preparatory School in rugby, rugby 7s (girls and boys) and
netball, which should provide plenty of interest.

TAS team swings at GPS OBU Golf Day
Inclement weather may have meant the annual GPS Old Boys Golf
Day this year had fewer starters than usual, butt here was nothing but
characteristic stoicism from the TAS contingent, who made up the
second largest team on the day.
Around 50 golfers attended the event, held at Manly Golf Club on
29 September. Although he knew he couldn’t be there on the day,
John Steuart valiantly rustled up eight Old Boys for the challenge
– Bob Adams, Charles Comino, Bob Crossman, Lars Pedersen, Peter
Johnstone, Michael Webb and Peter Williams.
While unable to win any of the major trophies, Bob got the award for
the straightest drive and Peter Williams took out the Nearest The Pin
on the seventh hole. If the TAS Old Boys were hardy, the Presbyterians
reverted to type “The Scots guys killed it. They had 10 players and
the best four scores totalled 153, a ridiculous average of above 38,”
reported Peter Williams, who said it was a great day regardless of the
showers. Added Michael Webb: “I am sure with a bigger roll up next
year we can come home with a major trophy!”
Golfers (back row, l-r) Rob Busby, Lars Pedersen, David Weekes, Peter
Williams, Paddy Flower, Bob Crossman, (front) Michael Webb, Bob
Adams, Peter Johnstone.

GPS History on sale
The unique institution that is the Athletic
Association of Great Public Schools (NSW) – the
AAGPS – has been celebrated in the recent
publication of Games to Play Out, a rich history of the
organisation from 1892 -2017.
Written by Robert AI Grant AM - Sydney Grammar
Old Boy (52-59), TAS teacher (64-67) and Shore
Headmaster (84-02) - it is a tapestry of stories that
tell how, for 120 years, the AAGPS has created
opportunities for thousands of boys to learn that
victory, while a necessary goal, is less important that
the experience of striving in common and together.
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More details as they come to hand, but if you would like to assist
in rallying your year group for a special weekend please advise Mrs
Donna Jackson in the TAS Development Office on djackson@as.edu.au
or OAU secretary Tim Hughes at thughes@as.edu.au.
Further information will be posted on the OAU website www.tasoau.
com.au and in the Old Armidalians’ Facebook Group.

Canberra OAU function
Andrew Heath (94-99) and Lee Reid (94-00) are organising an informal
get together for Canberra region Old Armidalians and partners at The
Dock, a relatively new sports bar on Kingston Foreshore, 7/81 Giles
St Kingston, ACT on Saturday 11 February from 3pm-5pm. This is a
fantastic opportunity for former TAS students, young and not so young,
to get together, share stories, rekindle friendships, and network. A table
has been booked in the bar (look for the TAS name) and a cash bar
will be operating. More details will be posted in the Old Armidalians’
Facebook Group; please RSVP by 8 February to Andrew at
andrew.heath13@gmail.com or mobile 0401 935 680.

GPS OBU lunch Port Macquarie
The GPSOBU Council is having a combined GPSOBU lunch in Port
Macquarie on 25 February. This will be a wonderful social occasion
for former students of the GPS schools across many decades to get
together. More details: Paddy Flower pflower@bigpond.net.au

Beautifully illustrated with photos current and
historic, Games to Play Out covers the origins and
development of AAGPS, the schools which comprise
it, the people who are central to its workings and
issues which have been confronted. It is above all a
celebration of a unique institution which emerged
in the late nineteenth century and which has had a
significant impact on the lives of many.
The hardback, 250pp book can be purchased from
the OAU shop online at
http://www.tasoau.com.au/shop/ or by calling TAS
Reception on 6776 5800.
Cost is $45 plus postage.

