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HEADMASTER
Round Square IDEALS a perfect fit for TAS
2017 is the twentieth year of our membership of the global Round Square network
of schools. Those past two decades have presented invaluable opportunities for
hundreds of students who have taken advantage of international and Australian
exchanges, formed delegations to a range of regional and international conferences,
engaged with service projects at home and overseas and taken the challenge of
adventure activities including trekking the Kokoda, cycling the Tour de Rocks or
from the sea to the Summit of Kosciuzko, paddling the Hawkesbury or joining any
number of endurance events. For the School as a whole it has helped develop a
global outlook and social conscience that has flavoured our culture and identity in
a new and forward looking way.
For those unfamiliar with Round Square it is a network of 180 schools across 50
countries that share a belief that school education is about more than simply
preparing students for university and adult working life. It is about preparing young
people for life by exposing them to experiences that shape character, develop
resilience and help them to find their place in the world. Round Square schools share
a belief in experiential education that was first enunciated by the great educator
Kurt Hahn who founded Gordonstoun and Salem schools and played a key role in
initiating the Duke of Edinburgh program, United Word Colleges and the Outward
Bound movement. Whilst varied in purpose and nature, what all these organisations
have in common is a belief that genuine challenge helps expand the capabilities
and aspirations of our youth and the Round Square motto, ‘plus est en vous’ (there
is more in you) is at the centre of this.
Being a Round Square school is not a stationary position though; it is an opportunity
for development that continues at TAS today. This year we are using our Round
Square connection to enhance the TAS experience through major changes to our
regular program right across the School. The annual ‘excursion week’ that has seen
Middle and Senior School students join loosely curriculum based trips to a variety
of locations around the state has been transformed into a Round Square IDEALS
Week that will see each of Years 6 to 11 take up a week of activities focused on
international awareness, the principle of democracy, environmental stewardship,
leadership skills and service learning (only the ideal of adventure is left from the week
as it is covered so extensively in our outdoor education program). The week has been
designed to expose our students to a sequence of experiences that will challenge
in areas that are not a part of the regular curriculum of schools, but seen at TAS as
essential to role in character development. In Junior School the IDEALS have been
woven into activities days through the year that match the developmental stage of
our youngest students, creating a program that now flows from Transition through to
the senior years. The Junior School program will be enhanced further in 2018 as we
host a regional Round Square conference for the 40 or so schools in the Australasian
and East Asian region that spans Mongolia, Japan and South Korea in the North to
Australia and New Zealand in the South.

Tim Hughes
The Armidale School
Locked Bag 3003, Armidale NSW 2350
Tel (02) 6776 5851 | binghi@as.edu.au | www.as.edu.au

Our ultimate goal is to provide experiences that provide the ‘training for life’ that is
central to our school purpose and our membership of Round Square provides the
framework for that. I continue to encourage students, parents and staff to look for
those opportunities now and into the future.

Cover: The Third IV put their boat into the water at the
King’s/PLC Regatta. (Photo: Tim Hughes)

The Headmaster is currently the Round Square Regional Trustee for the Australasian and South East
Asian Region and a member of the Round Square Board of Trustees.

RECORD

ENROLMENTS
START AT TAS

From as far as Hong Kong, the Northern Territory, Sydney and Brisbane, almost 140 boys and girls started
at The Armidale School this year as part of the largest intake since its founding in 1894.
The school year commenced with 137 new students across all year groups – even more students than in
the very unusual year of 1942 when wartime threats to Sydney Harbour posed by Japanese submarines
caused a huge influx of 120 students from Sydney that almost doubled the school population.
Headmaster Murray Guest said close to one third of those new to TAS this year were girls, and half of all
new enrolments were boarders.
“We now have more than 225 students living on campus, the highest number of boarders at TAS in more
than 20 years and significantly, more new boys started this year than in eight out of the past 10 years,” he
said. “Our movement along the path of significant but steady growth has well and truly begun.”
Just as the student population has increased to well above 600, so too has the requirement for new staff,
and 15 new staff were also welcomed to TAS this year.
Mr Guest said said during the annual fortnight-long Headmaster’s Country Tour which took in centres
across the North West, New England, Hunter and west to Lightning Ridge in March and April, it was clear
from prospective families that the decision to go co-ed has made TAS a single family destination for
brothers and sisters.
Another 14 students will start at the school in Term 2.

TAS Business Manager Pat Bradley and Headmaster Murray Guest inspect the
progress of the new girls’ boarding house, expected to be open for Term 1, 2018

An artist's impression of the new girls’ boarding house taking shape near
Middle School

New boarding house underway
The foundations are dug and building work has commenced on a new
girls’ boarding house, located between the War Memorial Cricket Oval
and Brown St.
The multi-million dollar development, to cater for 64 boarders, is Stage
One of a facility that will ultimately accommodate 130 female students.
When TAS commenced full co-education in 2016, it was envisaged that
it would be a few years before a new boarding house was required.
With Dangar House at capacity at the end of last year, the school’s
builders and painters were busy over the school summer holidays

reverting Moyes to boarding, including creating single rooms
for senior girls in Top Moyes and a new common room in Moyes
Annexe (as well as creating two new classrooms and refurbishing
two others).
With the combined Dangar Moyes almost at its 47 bed capacity, fingers
are crossed that the new boarding house will be open ready for Term 1
in 2018. The new facility is part of a dynamic master plan developed by
Brisbane firm BVN last year to help manage the school’s growth.
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Alasdair Hey

Andrew Junge

Student Angus Martel sits in the left hand seat as pilot-in-command with
Kim Bange as co-pilot in the cockpit of the C172

Aviation students set to soar
(and Technology students get stitched up)
The Year 9/10 Aviation Elective commenced this year with
19 students keen to learn what it takes to become a qualified
pilot. The course introduces the elementary concepts of
aerodynamics and airmanship, including radio communication
and aerial navigation. Some students are also undertaking
flight instruction outside of TAS and Year 10 student Angus
Earle has already ‘gone solo’.
As part of classwork this term members of the Armidale
Aero Club kindly offered to host a visit their hanger and allow
students to perform a pre-flight check of the club’s Cessna 172.
This included checking the equipment, control surfaces, fuel
and oil prior to commencing a flight.
Meanwhile in the Technological and Applied Studies
department teacher Miss Emma Channon took delivery of a
dozen Bernina sewing machines. TAS students in Year 8 will get
to explore and experience new units of work as part of their
Mandatory Technology course and new Stage 5 electives will
include textiles offerings in Semester 2 this year.

Miss Emma Channon and some of the new Bernina sewing machines

Academic Focus
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Lukas Cook inspects cotton bolls on ‘Glencoe’ Wee Waa

Geography students get bolled over
During a two day excursion to Narrabri visiting cotton farms, ginning
facilities and research centres, Year 12 Geography students had the privilege
of gaining a first-hand insight into world's best-practice cotton production
from Old Boys Daniel (07) and Sam (09) Kahl at their family property
'Glencoe', Wee Waa, where in 1961 their grandfather Paul and his neighbour
Frank Hadley kick-started the Australian cotton industry after emigrating
from California. With plenty of hard work and calculated risk, they helped
develop cotton into a multi-billion dollar industry that has transformed
hundreds of thousands of hectares of farmland and boosted the economies
of regional towns in NSW and Queensland.
Daniel and Sam are continuing the tradition of industry leadership, with
Daniel a recipient of a $30,000 2017 Nuffield Australia Farming Scholarship
which he will use to investigate where the next generation of farm
managers will come from and how quality candidates can be attracted
to a career in farming.

Sam and Daniel Kahl (centre, back) with Geography students who gained an insight into
world’s best practice cotton production

students excel
IN WEB DESIGN COMPETITION

Technology students at TAS have excelled in an
international website coding and design competition,
placing them in the top 10 percent of students from
more than 3000 around the world who participated.

IN WEB DESIGN COMPETITION

Run by international teaching resource Grok Learning,
the competition called Web.Comp 2017 engaged
students over much of this term in both theory and
practical applications. For the first four weeks, students
learnt web development and design skills and
completed increasingly complex challenges.
Seven Year 11 Software Design & Development students
achieved perfect scores in the challenges.
In the fifth week of the competition students used the
skills they had learnt to create website designs, using set
content defined in HTML format and creating
the look through design coding called CSS
(Cascading Style Sheets).
Teacher Mr Christian Nexo said he was delighted that
the students had done so well in the competition.
“Whether it be designing websites, creating apps or
building software programs, computer science skills
such as coding will be increasingly sought after and this
competition was a great way of engaging and inspiring
students in this field,” he said.
A variety of coding and STEM opportunities at TAS
include a Coding Club in Junior School and various
electives in Stage 5 (Years 9-10) and 6 (Years 11-12).

Year 11 Software Design & Development students who achieved perfect scores in the Grok Learning
website design challenge are (left to right) Julian Vogt, Ryan Mitchell, George Lane, Nicholas Moar,
Angus Cornall, Hannah Van Roy and Owen Chandler

Alan Moore

Japanese visitors
share their culture
The Year 8 Japanese class had a
first-hand insight into Japanese
culture when Saya, Kanami, Shiroi
and Miyuki from Chubu University
in Nagoya visited the school and
experienced the Japanese classroom
of TAS. Wearing a Yukata (summer
kimino) they taught the students how
to make origami paper cranes and
onigiri (Japanese rice balls).
Binghi 176 – 5
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TAS hosts 200 players to
Sydney Academy of Chess tournament
The pace was frenetic as 200 students from 17 regional schools used
strategy and quick thinking to complete more than 350 games of
chess at TAS on 27 March.
Run by the Sydney Academy of Chess and hosted by TAS for the
first time, the day brought together enthusiasts aged 10-18 for
seven rounds of matches, played individual ‘Swiss-style’ with clocks
counting down every second of each 15 minute game. It was the
largest tournament the Academy had ever hosted outside Sydney.
The spoils were shared across the region, with St Mary's Catholic
Primary School, Armidale, taking out the primary division ahead
of Timbumbri Public School and St Xavier’s School in Gunnedah
in third. In the very closely contested senior division there was
little splitting the top three placegetters, with Inverell High School
pipping Farrer Memorial Agricultural High School Tamworth
and TAS.

Memorial Hall was packed to capacity when the Sydney Academy of Chess staged a
regional tournament at TAS in March

The top five players from each of these schools will be invited to
compete at the regional semi-final in Term 3.
“It was a really impressive turnout, and it was pretty tight up the top
with a lot of people playing some very good chess,“ said TAS chess
captain Harry Pollard, who won five of his seven games at his fourth
Sydney Academy of Chess tournament.
Meanwhile Harry and TAS teammates Darcy Smyth (left), Liam
Treavors and Mike Nyathi this term won the first round of the NSW
Junior Chess League against O’Connor Catholic High School. Last
year the team, along with Charlie Wyatt (OA ’16) won the New
England North West division of the competition and represented
the region at the finals.

Treenie wears green and gold for Australia

Treenie and teammates Hamish Dowling from Murringo near Young
(The King’s School) his sister Anna (PLC Sydney), Enzo Mascart of
Sydney (St Joseph’s College) and reserves, twins Will and Edwina Arthur
from Moulamein in the Riverina (Geelong Grammar School), played
on borrowed horses in five matches in the Canterbury region of the
South Island.
The first game –three girls and one boy aside – and the second,
against the all boys Christ’s College Christchurch, were both won by
the Kiwi teams. The third, against a combined Christchurch Boys’ High/
Christchurch Girls’ High team resulted in a 4-4 draw. The Aussies then
had a 6-2 defeat to an all-boys combined North Island team before the
tour culminated in a test match against a New Zealand schools’ side.
Treenie said it was a tough game and Australia came away with a 5-2
loss against a team with a current handicap of three goals more, but was
pleased with how well the Aussies played.
“Unfortunately because of the rain they had to cancel a special haka
before the Test match which would made it even more amazing.

Co-Curricular
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The polo was fast and it was the highest quality polo competition I’ve
played in,” she said.
Treenie said the tour left her optimistic about opportunities for the sport
at a school level in Australia and expressed a hope that one day there
could be an inter-school polo tournament in NSW. In New Zealand
there is a special Schools and Universities Polo Association competition
involving dozens of junior teams.
Treenie Osborne (second from left) with Australian Schools’ Polo teammates
Hamish Dowling, Anna Dowling and Enzo Mascart in New Zealand

Pamela Mascort

Playing for one’s country is a huge honour, and Year 12 student Treenie
Osborne said it was an incredible experience to wear the green and
gold when she took to the field as a member of the Australian Schools’
Polo team in a Test match against a New Zealand side in late March.

The Armidale School’s three rowing crews powered their way to their best times of the season
at the 120th Athletic Association of Great Public Schools (AAGPS) Head of the River regatta
on 18 March.Rainy conditions at the Sydney International Regatta Centre did not dampen the
performance of the crews who were highly competitive against their fellow GPS schools in three
Fours events, over 2000m.
The Third IV crossed the line in sixth place in 7:32:41, the Seconds finished fifth in 7:09.78, whilst
the First IV made the podium, coming third, in 6:55.72.

Rowers peak with a
podium finish
at AAGPS
Head of the River

“Although it was raining there was no wind and the water was flat, and it was everything we had
been training for up at Malpas where we had encountered torrential rain and white caps, so we
were really prepared for the water we had,” Captain of Boats Sebastian Scott said.
The First IV crew spent most of the race neck and neck with St Joseph’s College and St Ignatius
College Riverview, with less than 0.8 seconds ultimately separating the three crews. TAS was
second at the 500m mark behind ultimate winner Shore, then narrowly dipped to fourth at the
1500m before crossing the line in a photo finish with Riverview for third.
Sebastian said the crew was particularly pleased to set a new TAS record on the course, knocking
eight seconds off the previous best for the school at a Head of the River.
The following day Tom Wright competed in a single scull over 2000m at NSW Rowing’s Schoolboy
Head of the River, and a week later at the Schoolgirl Head of the River the inaugural TAS girls’ crew
rowed a quad scull in a credible performance that was also a new best time.

Melba Studio

Henry Hughes (coxswain), Sam Cannington, Sebastian
Scott, Michael Baldock and Saxon Hughes, on the
podium at the AAGPS Head of the River

In what was a photo finish, the TAS First IV (in yellow hats) cross the line in third place behind St Joseph’s College (top) and ahead of St Ignatius (middle).
Winners Shore are out of the photo.

TAS joins national debating competition
Debating has entered a new era at TAS,
with the school one of 53 from across the
nation taking part in this year’s National
Virtual Debating Competition, hosted by the
Independent Schools Digital Collaboration
Network (ISDCN). Having negotiated a suitable
day and time for their clash, teams join a
video conference along with a moderator
who tosses a coin to assign sides and reveals
the topic. Teams have an hour to prepare
their arguments, muting their audio but with
their cameras running. A qualified adjudicator
from a national pool then connects to the
conference and the debate commences.

The competition is providing a terrific
opportunity for schools to debate a wide
range of others, without so much as leaving
the campus. In it’s first year in the competition
TAS has entered an Opens team and a Year
9/10 team. The Opens team of Tom Wright,
Hugh Worsley, Katie Miller and Owen Chandler
is now through to the third round, following
a win over Canberra Grammar School late in
the term. The Year 9/10 team (Lucy Ball, Jack
Nivison, Henry O’Neil, Harry Mason) narrowly
lost to Belmont Christian College in their first
debate but there is another opportunity for
them against either Kinross Wolaroi School or

Cooloola Christian College, Gympie Qld. It truly
is a national competition; the Open team’s
next round will be against the winner of the
debate between Presbyterian Ladies College
Perth and Walford Anglican School for Girls
Adelaide.
Meanwhile in the first round of this year's TriSchools' Shield between PLC, NEGS and TAS,
TAS debaters equipped themselves well with
their cases, and the Year 6 and Year 8 teams
won their debates against PLC with the Year 7
team narrowly losing by three points.
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Swimmers make a splash
The TAS pool was bursting at the seams for the School’s swimming championships on
16-17 February, with more students and parents than ever soaking in the atmosphere of
War Cries and 200m events on the Thursday night, and the main carnival day following.
The championships have always been a mass-participation event and this year was no
exception.
Sixteen records were broken as girls took to the pool with gusto in unprecedented
numbers; broken, too, was the drought for the day Houses in the war cry competition,
with Ross House taking the honours. Tyrrell maintained its competitive edge to take out
both trophies for the overall House Points and Champion House, while Broughton won
the trophy for the Tooth ’N’ Nail Relay, which comprises of one swimmer from every age
group.
Twenty two students then competed for TAS at the NCIS Swimming Championships in
Lismore. Olivia Fenwicke was the 18 years girl champion and younger sister Lucy, the
16 years girls champion. Six swimmers were age division runners up: Iles Baker (10 years
boy), Tom Ball (11 years boy), Ruby Straker (12 years girl), James O’Brien (15 years boy),
Hamish Cannington (16 years boy) and Kira O’Connor (18 years girl). Nineteen swimmers
qualified to compete at the Combined Independent Schools titles.

Mountain Biking Success
Mountain Biking is a growing sport at
TAS and several students wheeled in
action at national level this term. Angus
Apps, Harry Graham, Duncan Chalmers,
Joseph Sewell, Samuel King and Hamish
Chalmers competed at the National XCO
Championships (the pinnacle of cross
country mountain biking in Australia) at
Canungra in the Gold Coast hinterland,
on 18-19 March. The track is one of the
toughest on the national circuit and rain,
extreme heat and humidity only added
to the difficulty of the course over the
championships. All riders placed between
17th and 35th in their divisions. To have
such a large group of riders from TAS
compete at the championships as well as
the national series races leading up to this
event reflects the popularity of the sport
in the region, the depth of talent with the
student body, their commitment to training
and the tireless support of their families.

Cross Country returns
Despite the postponement of the school’s
athletics championships until Term 2 due to
consistent wet weather that compromised
Wakefield Oval, students took part in the
first cross country event in two decades at
TAS, in the last week of term.
Tyrrell House leaders Bill Whitney, Liam Donaldson, Jessie Digby and Lukas Cook with their trophies
and Mrs Amanda Fenwicke and Mrs Sandra Kaynes, mothers of the swimming captains

Triathletes take it leg by leg
Twelve TAS triathletes competed in this year’s
All Schools’ Triathlon championships at the
Sydney International Regatta Centre Penrith
in late February, relishing the challenges of
the course. The Opens completed a 750m
swim, 20km ride and a 5km run, with the
Intermediate group next into the water for a
400m/15km/4km race and then the juniors
(400m/10km/3km). Best performances were
Triathlon Captain Lachlan Knowles finishing
22nd overall in the Opens, and Sam Jones, 21st
in the Intermediate.

Co-Curricular
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Meanwhile two TAS triathletes were
recognised by the Armidale Triathlon Club.
James O’Brien was named junior male
athlete of the year, whilst Lachlan Knowles
was awarded the Sarah Heagney Memorial
Award recognising his contribution to the
sport over the past six seasons. The award is
not just about achievements on the course
but acknowledges his work in helping run
events and assisting juniors with their bikes in
particular.

Middle and Senior School students opted
for either a mass-participation 2km event
or the championship 5km, for those
wishing to race at a higher representative
level. Departing from the Douglas St gates,
runners ran around and through the school,
finishing in front of the main portico.
Nicholas Makeham had a strong run to
finish as the senior school boys champion,
Disa Smart was the senior girls champion
and in Middle School the championship
honours went to Eliza Ward and Liam Hunt.

Clubs, schools share honours at 13th TAS Rugby Carnival

Darrel Whan

The first division grand final between two Sydney club teams was a
reprise of last year, but it was the Moree Junior Bulls who took out
the most prestigious award at the TAS Rugby Carnival on 8-9 April.
The largest under 12s rugby carnival in Australia this year attracted
45 teams from as far as Dalby and the Sunshine Coast to the NSW
Southern Highlands who played 114 games of rugby over the weekend,
wrapping up with the spoils shared between club and school teams.
As was the case last year, in the Division 1 grand final Sydney Southern
Districts defeated Gordon Highlanders, St Andrew’s, Noosa, won the
play-off for Division 2 against The Southport School (ranked 5th in
Division 1). St Ignatius’ College Riverview Blue defeated Cranbrook
School in the third division whilst the The King’s School came out over
Central Coast Grammar School in Division 4 and Gordon Tartans took
out Division 5 over Scone Grammar School.
The previous afternoon, former Wallaby Warwick Waugh (attending
his third tournament as a father) and NSW Waratah Matt Sandell
entertained participants, signed paraphernalia and shared some
wisdom from their experiences in a Q&A session.
Despite ongoing wet weather creating challenges for the TAS ground
staff for several weeks, eight playing fields all stood up to the task and
the campus was at its best, attracting compliments from visitors. The
carnival’s ongoing success is also due to a huge school community
effort, particularly with catering.

TAS players Wiley Wright, Louis Ross and Banjo Lawrence prepare to tackle some
taller opponents from Tamworth

Shooters on target at Spring Ridge
The TAS Shooting team focused on success at the New England
District Rifle Association open prize meeting at Spring Ridge on 19
March, coming away with solid placings in the C Grade division. The 10
students and one staff member comprised the largest team on the day,
and shot three matches, the first over 500m then two at 600m.

overall and Sam Marshall was third, whilst in the final shoot of the day
TAS took out the top three spots with Tom pegging 50.1 and only two
centre bullseyes separating Jack and Tom Deshon in second and third.
The team included Peter Udompitisup from Bangkok, who had only
shot targets once before.

In the first, Jack Waters achieved a solid score of 50.3 to take out top
place, with teammates Sam Marshall (48.3) and Tom Deshon (48.2)
placed second and third. Waters’ aim set the tone for the reminder of the
day, eventually taking top aggregate score in C Grade across the fixture.

The previous Sunday shooters from TAS joined those from New
England Girls’ School and Armidale Rifle Club for their regular shoot
at Wollomombi range with former Australian shooter Ben Picton and
Queensland representative and TAS Old Boy Rob Bondfield. Shooters
received one-to-one coaching with the use of new electronic targets
owned by Armidale Rifle Club.

In the second match TAS Shooting Captain Tom Southwell was second

High-hitting Henry scores century in two games
Henry Smith will not easily forget the day he scored his first century; it was also the day he hit his second.
His double feat in two different matches in the Armidale District Cricket Association competition on 25
February was separated only by 40 minutes and 400 metres, making 107 not out for the TAS 16s White
team at Newling Oval in the morning then knocked 110 not out for the TAS First XI against City on the
school’s cricket oval only a block away, in the afternoon. It wasn’t to be his last achievement of the day; as
wicket keeper he caught a City batsman off a ball by Sam Marshall with City 7/67. Outstanding bowling by
TAS, including figures of 4/1 for Oscar Alcorn, prompted the demise of City, all out for 68.
The TAS First XI were the first to qualify for the grand final however wet weather which plagued the
competition for much of March resulted in its cancellation, and TAS and Hillgrove being named joint
premiers of the ADCA Second Grade competition.
Henry Smith, pictured here padding up for keeping duties on Pink Stumps Day
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HAYLEY PIPES FOR

THE VOICE
It’s one of the best known bagpipe solos in
modern Australian music – and Year 8 TAS
student Hayley Whitehall was all confidence and
composure as she played alongside legendary
singer John Farnham at concerts in Port
Macquarie, the Hunter Valley and Kiama.

Paul Jarman held workshops with students across year groups during his visit to TAS

Composer to capture spirit of TAS service
For composer Paul Jarman, the essence of the service to their country by former
TAS students is not just the long list of names that have served in every battle from
the Boer War to Afghanistan, but the mateship and bonds between them.
The internationally renowned musician spent a week this term at the school
giving workshops with Music students whilst gleaning inspiration for a specially
commissioned piece that commemorates the spirit of TAS.
An artist widely acclaimed for celebrating a deeper understanding of Australian
culture and history, Mr Jarman is best known for his choral music and original
lyrics commissioned by ensembles and community groups across Australia and
overseas. These commissions are as diverse as orchestral pieces for the opening
ceremony of the Rugby World Cup, to marking the 40th anniversary of the death
of Martin Luther King for the Boston City Singers, and a tribute to fallen World War
One soldiers that has been performed across Europe. His piece ‘Shackleton’ featured
on ABC Classics, sung by Gondwana Voices is one of the most popular and widely
performed choral works in Australia.

Farnham’s ‘You’re The Voice’ was one of the
highest charting songs of the 1980s and Hayley
said performing to an audience of thousands
as part of the Red Hot Summer Tour was the
experience of a lifetime.
“It was the best experience of my life – I didn’t
expect the crowd to cheer so loudly when we
started playing,”’ she said.
Hayley’s tutor Barry Gray, who tours with
Farnham, asked Hayley several months ago if
she would like to be the second piper on stage,
and she started practicing at once.
She has also competed at other events including
winning a piping scholarship worth $500 in her
first solo piping competition at the Maclean
Highland Gathering in April.

“There would be few schools in Australia with such a rich military history as this, but
it is one wrapped up in a country philosophy – rolling up your sleeves and having
a go,” he said.
From the first Old Boy to die in the Boer War to the most recent in Afghanistan,
Mr Jarman said he was “overwhelmed” by the number of names on the school’s
honour boards.
“I’ve been struck by the stories I’ve heard - of school mates who have, by
coincidence, lept into the same trenches in Afghanistan; the letter from an Old Boy
who saw his old teacher being shot and cradled him in his arms on the Western
Front. But I don’t want to write a piece bogged down in history – it also needs to
speak to the present and the future of TAS as a co-educational school where that
same spirit is carried forward by new generations of students.”
The piece will have its international premiere at a special concert at TAS in October.

Singers attend Gondwana Choral School

Co-Curricular
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Tracey Whitehill

Nine TAS students and a recent Old Armidalian completed the two week
National Gondwana Choral School in Sydney in January. Students Ziggy
Harris, Kira Dooner and Erin Page sang solos, impressing the conductors.
Andrew Knight (OA 2016) then toured America with Gondwana Chorale,
singing at venues including Stanford University, the John F Kennedy Centre
for the Performing Arts in Washington DC, Trinity Church Wall St New York and
Brandeis University, Boston.

All hail The Government Inspector
Corrupt and inept civic officials, a public servant with gambling issues, a
vain and bullish mayor and her fey and fawning husband – richly drawn
characters and wildly comic scenarios played out on the stage of the
Hoskins Centre in the TAS production of The Government Inspector.
Written by seminal Russian playwright and literary figure Nikolai Gogol,
The Government Inspector is a tale of vice and failings when a town of
corrupt city officials mistake a broke, unlucky civil servant for a powerful
government figure whom they are all determined to impress.
The TAS adaptation – which added some musical and dance numbers
and changed the gender of some key characters – was also the first
major production in many years to have a cast of entirely TAS students.
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Sam Ruba

A chain gain of students mixing cement and passing and laying bricks

Sam Ruba and Yannick Tursan D’Espaignet with village schoolchildren

Big hope, big help as students re-build Nepalese school
While others were at the beach during the first two weeks of their
summer holidays, Year 10 students Sam Ruba and Yannick Tursan
D’Espaignet, (a boarder from France) instead chose to dig trenches, lay
bricks and make friends from across the world as they worked together
rebuilding a school destroyed by an earthquake in Nepal two years ago.
The boys were among more than 40 students from 26 schools in 10
countries that raised from the earth a new school near the village of
Thamel, on the outskirts of Kathmandu.
Camping in tents for the duration of the Round Square ‘Big Build’ project,
the students worked solidly to bring hope to children and teachers who
have spent the past 18 months in crowded makeshift classrooms.
Each day a different student was put in charge, giving them leadership
training at the same time.

“The bricks were made nearby and delivered to the site, but we had to
dig trenches for the foundations and mix all the cement by hand. It gave
us a real sense of achievement to be able to help people in this way,
doing something for someone else,” Yannick said.
Sam, who has been on two school service trips before, said in each
instance it was interesting getting an insight into other cultures, and
what causes disadvantage in different countries.
“It gave us a view about that part of the world and the impact and
aftermath of such a devastating event and Nepal is a beautiful place. The
days were long and we worked hard, but seeing how much it meant to
the little kids and the teachers, was really rewarding,” he said.
During the project students were also able to take in some of the local
culture including a visit to a Buddhist temple and hiking through the
Himalayan foothills. Round Square will be conducting two other similar
projects in Tanzania and Vietnam later in the year.

Exchanging perspectives
TAS was delighted to host three exchange students from Round Square schools in the United Kingdom this past term. From Wellington
College, Berkshire, Millie Selman (pictured above in the white shirt with her buddy Chloe Lawson, left) was also our first ever incoming female
exchange student. Adam Wordie and Findlay Rose-Bristow (pictured above right) joined us from Gordonstoun School, Scotland, where Year 10
students Lachlan Oates and Michael Paul were in Term 1. Gordonstoun was the first school TAS sent students to under an exchange program
that began in the 1960s.

Leadership, Service, Adventure
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TAS SWIMMERS
SWELL COFFS SWIM

TAS students made up more than a quarter of all entries in the
2km Coffs Harbour Ocean Swim on 2 April, with a podium finish for
student Lucy Fenwicke who was the third female overall. Competing
in her third Coffs swim, Lucy crossed the finish line in 34 minutes 10
seconds and was 12th swimmer out of the water. With the event
in doubt until Saturday morning due to swells caused by Cyclone
Debbie, the conditions were always going to be more challenging for

competitors than in previous years. Next out of the 72 swimmers for
TAS and fifth in his age group was 13 year old Lucas Cotterill (32nd
overall) in 38:53 then Sam Wright (49th overall) in 40:27.
The event has become a fixture on the TAS adventure calendar,
growing in popularity since two boys and one staff member first took
part in 2003.

Surf Life Graduates at Work
Twenty one students were presented with their Surf Bronze
Medallions having successfully graduated from the school’s
surf life saving program in 2016. Sawtell Surf Life Saving Club
stalwarts and instructors Dennis Meagher, Terry de Carle and
Steve Rayson made the trip up the hill to acknowledge the
students’ efforts and the importance of surf life saving.
Meanwhile in the last days of the summer holidays, recent
leaver Jack Bennett (OA 14) and Lukas Cook (Year 12) were
caught on camera putting their TAS surf life training to practice,
on duty at Main Beach, South West Rocks. Service in action!

Cadets step up to lead
This year’s Cadet Leaders Course was again strongly supported,
with 66 students putting up their hands to spend five days
including two weekends in the classroom and out in the field
learning skills to be corporals, sergeants and CUOs in one of the
oldest cadet units in the country. The graduates included the first
girls to undertake the course.
Julian Vogt is congratulated upon completion of the Cadet Leaders Course
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All for a cause
A range of student-lead fundraisers have taken place this year, reflecting a
keen desire to assist those less fortunate than themselves.

Jenny Miller

In what has become a school tradition, prefects again decided to shave
their heads (or, for the girls, cut their locks to shoulder-length) for charity.
This year’s beneficiary being the Leukaemia Foundation, a cause close to
the school community. Kicking off on War Cries Night at the swimming
carnival, Senior Prefect Jim Orr succumbed to the clippers armed by Year
10 student Bonnie Bremner who had won a raffle for the honour (below
right). Jim was joined by his fellow prefects (including Katie Miller, below)
over the course of the term, with more than $4000 estimated to be have
been raised to date. Also clipping their scalps during the term were
Middle School students Jack Armstrong and Sam Osborne (below right)
who also sold pancakes to raise funds for Shave for a Cure.

Middle School Monitors appointed
Middle School Monitors were presented with their
badges in February. Pictured with Head of Middle
School, Mr Mark Harrison are, (left to right) Tom Scifleet,
Hannah Neilson, Lachlan Galbraith, Jack Van Roy, Rocco
Louis, Eliza Ward, Tom Forsythe, Kade Stanley, Harry
Litchfield and Hattie Oates. Lachlan and Rocco will stay
in their respective positions as Head Monitor Day and
Head Monitor Boarding for the duration of the year.

Leadership, Service, Adventure
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Pink Stumps Day (bottom left) was marked with a special lunchtime
cricket fixture on Wakefield. The Headmaster's XI got the most runs in the
match, but the real winner on the day was the McGrath Foundation and
its work in providing breast cancer nurses in regional Australia. Students
and staff donated a gold coin to wear pink for the cause.
Middle School students Alex Zuber, Alexander Gibson and Frank
Perrottet took part in the 26km Walk for Kids with Cancer which supports
the Cancer Centre for Children at The Childrens’ Hospital, Westmead.
The event, on 26 March, went from Sydney Harbour to Manly beach.
Alexander and Frank decided to join their mate Alex and his family’s team
in the event to say ‘thank you’ in a practical way to the specialist unit
where, for the past few years, Alex’s sister Anya has undergone life-saving
treatment for a rare cancer.

Mental wellbeing prioritised

Year 10 enjoyed a full day entry-level program
where the Batyr team de-stigmatised common
interpretations of mental health, had two
‘lived experience’ speakers reflect on their
personal battles and then devoted the bulk of
the day to recognising when things are going
well and not so well and different strategies
to help with this. The day also included a Q
and A session with a General Practitioner, a
mental health nurse, a psychologist and TAS
Director of Pastoral Care Mr Barney Buntine,
with students asking a range of probing
and mature questions that was a productive
experience for all.
Year 11 took part in a program called ‘Look
Out For Your Mates’ whilst Year 12’s session
‘Stressed Out?’ dealt with HSC anxiety and
the like.

Bruce Dennison

An organisation that was founded to give a
voice to the ‘elephant in the room’ – mental
health – returned to TAS this term with
programs aimed at engaging, educating
and encouraging young people to have
positive conversations about mental health.
Continuing a three-year-old relationship with
TAS speakers and moderators from Batyr
conducted age-appropriate workshops with
senior school students in March.

AIEF program broadens horizons
Year 11 students Richard Boney and Max Qorovarua (above) spent several days in
Canberra this term as part of a program called Work Experience with Government, to
help Indigenous students learn more about possible careers in the Australian public
service. The trip was organized by the Australian Indigenous Education Foudation which
is currently making it possible for Richard, Max and 13 other students (including the first
Aboriginal girl student at TAS) to attend the school.
During their trip, accompanied by TAS Aboriginal Student Support Officer Mr Bruce
Dennison, the boys visited Parliament House, took part in an obstacle course at the
Australian Defence Academy, went to the National Library and the Australian Institute
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS), and gained an insight into the
working of various government agencies.

A record number of students also signed up to
be part of the TAS Batyr Chapter, a student-led
group that foregrounds mental health in the
school. The chapter will be unrolling several
initiatives in coming months, including, like
last year, the One Sock, One Goal sporting
fixture against Sydney Grammar School. The
School is grateful to the P&F for again enabling
Batyr’s visit to TAS.

Getting to know you…
Once again the Headmaster and Mrs Guest entertained all Year 7 students for lunch at
The Lodge in the first weeks of term. Once the ice was broken the conversations flowed
as students shared stories about their homes and families, their recent holidays and for
those new to the school, their first days at TAS. Everyone finished knowing everyone else
a little bit better than before.
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Veronica Waters

news
JUNIOR SCHOOL

New clubs promote STEAM
STEAM education in Junior School is on the boil! Two new clubs
focussing on STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths - and
the Arts) have been a big hit with students keen to know how things
work and promote creativity in problem solving and innovation. At
Coding Club, students use resources from Grok Learning to gain an
understanding on how software programs are written (or ‘coded’).
Grok is an Australian company which formed from the NCSS Python
Challenge run by the University of Sydney and TAS has been involved
with Grok and the NCSS Python Challenge since its inception.

At Engineering Club, students have been having looking at some
electronics, robotics and mechanics, learning how to use tools to
disassemble and assemble projects (especially robotic toys) and
generally getting an idea about how things work and discussing
emerging technologies.
Held on Thursday and Friday mornings before school, the clubs are
being led by senior school technology teacher Mr Tim Scott.
Below Left: Mr Tim Scott and enthusiastic members of Engineering Club
Below Right: Abbott White and William Gilpin work on a Spiderman robotic toy

Healthy Harold's new message
For decades, the smiling giraffe Healthy Harold has been touring schools
across NSW as part of the not-for-profit Life Education program, helping
young people make safer and healthier choices. Age-appropriate programs
dealing with issues such as eating and nutrition, cybersafety, social and
emotional health, physical activity, and alcohol and tobacco have long been
staples, but in reflection of the times, a new module on drugs has been
added for those in Year 5 and above.
Students at TAS Junior School were the first in the region to be introduced
to the new module called Decisions, which offers a choice of content that
includes defining drugs, the effects of legal and illegal drugs on the body,
analysing health messages about drugs in the media and exploring the
influences on decision making such as family, peers, media and culture.
Healthy Harold and Life Education’s Ruth van der Wegen talk about good decision making with TAS students Flinders Ward, Paige Sutton and Austin Pease

Junior School
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Tania Ball

OIympic experience for swimmers
An eight year record was broken at this year’s Junior School swimming carnival when
Abbott White stormed home in the 50m 11 year boys breaststroke. Abbott’s time of
44.68 seconds was more than three seconds faster than the 47.94 swum by Jack Parker in
2009. The carnival was another great success, with Tom Ball winning the Macready Cup
(highest point score boy), Charlie Ward winning the Rofeta Cup (highest point score girl)
and Green House the champion house. Several swimmers went on to compete at the
NCIS (North Coast Independent School) titles at Ballina and from there, six were selected
to compete as part of the NCIS team at the Combined Independent Schools (Primary)
titles at the Sydney Olympic Park Aquatic Centre in March. Abbott White gained a place
in the breaststroke final, Tom Ball swam PBs in all of his events for the year and Hugo
Broun, Sam Ford, Iles Baker and Toby Inglis all enjoyed their first experience in Sydney
swimming in several events.
Top Right: Representing NCIS at the CIS titles in Sydney were Junior School students Sam Ford, Tom
Ball, Abbott White, Toby Inglis, Iles Baker and Hugo Broun, pictured at the Aquatic Centre
Right: Paige Sutton and Peyton Slade enjoyed the carnival

Founders Day takes the cake
'Good morning, I'm Abbott White - and I'm in
Broughton!' And so began this year's Founders
Day Assembly. This year’s focus was the history
of the school’s Houses (Abbott has a direct link
with three) and the contribution of the men
or families after which they are named. Names
came to life as current students learnt how
Headmaster Thomas Kingsmill Abbott died
on the tennis court during a boys’ versus staff
match and how Bishop Green rode all around
the New England on horseback raising six
hundred pounds for the school.
Afterwards, everyone enjoyed Founders Day
cake – iced in sporting House colours, of course!

Ian Lloyd

Challenge and Adventure at
Excursion Week

Overall the week combined elements of classroom-based PYP themes for younger
years and the leadership and adventure curriculum in older years and students
responded admirably to the situations they found themselves in.
Henry Kurton and Caleb Baumgartner discover that there’s nothing better than a bush toaster
during Excursion Week

Ian Lloyd

Junior School students were thrown into challenge and adventure early in the year
with a revitalised Excursion Week program. While Transition to Year 2 explored the
local area, Years 3, 4 and 5 were at Lake Keepit camping, bush cooking and facing
challenges that they might not have been expected in Junior School. It was a
tremendous week of growth through challenge and adventure, whether that be on
the water, by the campfire or sleeping in tents away from family (for some, for the
first time).
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OLD Armidalians'

notes
David Bondfield (71-76) and his wife Prue
were crowned the 2016 National Farmer
of the Year at a glittering ceremony in
Melbourne in February, attended by a
range of political and industry leaders. The
Bondfields run one of Australia’s largest stud
beef operations, ‘Palgrove’, which is based at
Dalveen, south of Warwick, Qld, but covers
more than 10,500ha on five properties across
two states. Their three studs – Charolais,
Charbray and Ultrablack – run 2300 stud
cows, and sell around 1000 bulls every
year. The couple’s business has grown from
running 50 stud cows 25 years ago to 2300
today and from selling 23 bulls at auction
for an average of $1380 to last year selling
168 for an average of $11,000. Earlier at the
ceremony the couple was awarded Beef
Farmer of the Year.

Andrew Raff (92-97) (known as Jarrod
at school) was married to Tara Green of
Gerringong on 3 March 2017. They followed
their wedding with a honeymoon in
Tasmania. Andrew joined the NSW Police
Force in 2009 after serving for seven years in
the Australian Army, having received training
at the Borneo Barracks in Cabarlah near
Toowoomba. Andrew and Tara have settled
in Crows Nest, both working in nearby
North Sydney.
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Something of a legend in the sport of
campdrafting, Warren Richards (56-58) has
been made a life member of the Australian
Bushmen’s Campdraft and Rodeo Assocation
(ABCRA) in recognition of decades of
service to the sport. Discovering a love
and passion of horses at the tender age
of three, his competitive riding career was
put on hold for some time as he pursued
other sporting passions; he played rugby
league for the Cronulla Sharks and in the
1960s travelled throughout NSW and Qld
winning many Amateur boxing titles along
the way, including a Golden Gloves in the
lightweight division. Warren was selected to
represent Australia at the Tokyo Olympics in
1964, but was unable to compete. He then
started fighting professionally and during
the 1970s was a regular on the television
show TC Ringside. It was after moving from
Currabubula to Dawson’s Hill near Singleton
in the mid 1970s that he began devoting
more time to campdrafting and he competed
at many events including the Sydney Royal
Easter Show (13 occasions at Moore Park),
the Warwick Gold Cup and numerous ABCRA
national finals campdrafts, taking out a
triple crown of ABCRA titles in 2002. He has
also judged at some of Australia’s biggest
campdrafts including the Warwick Gold Cup
and at Canning Downs.
Ben Mingay (92-95) is receiving favourable
reviews for his portrayal of Western
Australian business tycoon Alan Bond in the
Nine Network’s mini-series House of Bond
which screened in late April. “Bond really has
been the role of a lifetime so far for me,” Ben
told The Daily Telegraph. “To play a person
who really lived is daunting. I wanted to do it
justice and I had all the right people behind
me so I think it will be great.
Nine Network

Congratulations

Love or hate Bondy, as many people do, you
can’t deny many of the things he achieved
were quite miraculous.”
As a result of his casting, he was offered a
very different gig – as official ambassador of
the Sydney Autumn Racing Carnival. It has
been a busy couple of years for Ben, who
also had a role in Mel Gibson’s Oscar-winning
film Hacksaw Ridge (2016).

Obituaries
We have been advised of the passing
of Graeme Keith Moore (69-74) late of
Warialda, on 3 July 2016.
Armidale lost a great community-minded
citizen with the passing of John Sheldon
Pidgeon (54–55) on 7 December 2016, in
Armidale. When at TAS John played in the
First XV, was a Cadet Under Officer and a
school monitor. He gained a Commonwealth
Scholarship to Sydney University, residing
at St Paul's College, graduating in chemical
engineering. He moved to Hobart where his
work at Electrolytic Zinc lead to the award
of the prestigious international Hoffnung
Triennial Award for metallurgical research.
At the same time John took a second
degree in Economics. In Hobart he also
met Marilyn Holroyd and they married in
1965. A keen model aeroplane maker as
a boy and aviator later on, he loved flying
DeHaviland Chipmunks and Cessna 172s in
Tasmania. He had other industry positions,
including managing Associated Minerals in
Newcastle and Wyong. In later years when
his father took ill, John and his family moved
to Armidale where he took over the family
business. In retirement, he and Marilyn
developed a successful farming business,
growing, marketing and exporting peonies
from Armidale. He was active in community
affairs including Rotary, and served on the
Armidale City Council. He also had strong
interests in political issues, notably, the
introduction of Citizen Initiated Referendums
at all levels of government in Australia. At his
memorial service at St Peter's Cathedral on
14 December, tributes were read by his three
sons Andrew (79-84), Philip (80-85) and
Jonathan (82-90); Richard Vyner (51-55) and
Dr Jon Leicester. He is also survived by his
wife Marilyn, brother Harry (56-60) and five
grandchildren including Nathaniel (currently
Year 10 at TAS).

Robert Neil (Bob) Waugh (65-68) of ‘Bergen
op Zoom’ Walcha, passed away on 19
December. Bob loved art and music and had
a forwarding thinking approach to running
his grazing property that was sustainable
and regenerative – a legacy to his children
Oscar (02-06) and Rosie, to who we extend
our sympathies.
Sunny Greig-Mackinnon (05-09) died
tragically in a single car accident near Byron
Bay on 30 December. Our thoughts are
with his family including his older brother
Matthew Fernance (01-04).
James Benjamin Kelsall (45-48), late
of Safety Beach NSW, passed away on
20 January, 2017, aged 85 years. Our
condolences to his widow Joy and family
members on their loss.
We have been informed of the death of John
Christopher Hellowell (59-62), who ran a
travel agency in Port Macquarie. The news
was passed on to us by pilot Simon Morsley
(78-84): “When I knew him I was flying out
of Port Macquarie for Brindabella Airlines
(2010-13) and Christopher worked for
QantasLink as check in staff. He was a lovely
guy with a keen sense of humour and have
been saddened to know he's passed.”
John Hall Smith (42-44), identical twin
brother of Alan (42-44) died on Saturday
4 March, 2017. Both twins have been
enthusiastic followers of the school’s
fortunes for many years. Extracts from John’s
eulogy will be included in the next edition
of Binghi.
Rob Mitchell (58-64) passed on the news
of the death of James (Jim) Macgregor
Gillespie (44-47) in Toowoomba on 22
March 2017. When at TAS Jim came from
Dirranbandi, to where he returned. He and
his wife Maureen had two sons, Mark and
John, who both attended The Southport
School – Mark became a school teacher
including at Toowoomba Grammar, whilst
John returned to the land at Dirranbandi
but sold out after years of drought and low
commodity prices and then attended UNE
as a mature student, obtaining a degree in
business management.

and have set up a wine and food tourism
company specializing in “off the beaten
track destinations in Italy”. “Luckily in my
previous career in the hotel industry we had
the opportunity to return to Italy, always to
a different region in the following years. I
now have a collection of experiences that
we share with those looking for something
different in Italy,” Bruce writes. He is also
writing (or blogging) for several publications
based in Australia and the US. Bruce’s
website is www.wineandfoodtraveller.com
1980s
Having been a pilot for many regional carriers
and for some years as the personal pilot
for Deputy Prime Minister John Anderson,
Simon Morsley (78-84) is now flying for Air
Whitsunday Seaplanes based at the glorious
Airlie Beach. It was In 2009 while based in
Port Macquarie he became fascinated with
floatplanes and at the suggestion of seaplane
operator and floatplane guru Bill Lane. Fast
forward several years and Simon threw away
his shiney black RMs, gave the auto-pilot the
flick and joined with glee 'The Barefoot Pilot's
Club' (yes, seaplane pilots fly barefooted!)
and after a successful interview on his 49th
birthday was employed with Air Whitsunday
Seaplanes. "It was like landing that first job
to fly aeroplanes all over again; the joy and
excitement to not only fly seaplanes but to
get paid for it in one of the most beautiful
parts of the world was a milestone of success
to date". He now he flies happy holiday guests
in a classic radial engined veteran aircraft
called the de Havilland Beaver to snorkle The
Great Barrier Reef and bask on the famous
Whitehaven Beach on Whitsunday Island
amoung other land and marine utopias.
“On the reef tours the aircraft is flown 120km
across the Coral Sea to alight on Hardy
Reef where the famous Heart Reef lies in
the shallow acquamarine blue of the warm
tropical waters.” A dream lifestyle indeed!

Warren McRae (82-88) and his family
have been living for just over eight years in
Geneva, Switzerland. Warren has been with
Barclays for several years, and was recently
appointed Global Chief Operating Officer
for the Private Banking division. “It's been a
rocky road for the banking industry but with
a role focused on conduct, risk and control
- as well a running a client focused business
in a sustainable manner - the business has
done well in complex times. To give back to
those taking similar paths I recently was also
appointed to the European Division Council
of CPA Australia” he writes. His wife Milena
established a personal coaching business
(Milena McRae Life Mastery) and now works
with clients across the world, while sons
Alexander (15) and Nicholas (11) study at
Ecole International de Geneve doing the IB
Programme (with snow boarding and parkour
as add-ons!) Prior to Switzerland they had
nearly seven years in Singapore after several
years in London.
1990s
Tim Hollingworth (88-03) has moved to
Biloela, where he is working for the Banana
Shire Council. Congratulations to Tim and
his wife Leesa on their marriage on 16 April
this year.
Charlie Mackenzie (89-95) is well
entrenched in European life. Initially owning
a small coffee shop), he married an English/
French woman named Mel in 2004 and now
lives in Dame-Marie-les-Bois, France, where
he assists his father-in-law run a nine hole
golf course and a B&B. Thanks to his father
Robert (57-65) for the update.
2000s
Simon Pain (98-06) has moved from
veterinary practice at Forbes to Moree.
“I'm still doing some locuming, but have
really retired from vet work and am full time
farming with my wife's parents otherwise.
It is cotton country - however our place is all
dry land cropping and cattle.” Simon and Kim
are also kept busy parenting three children
aged under 3.

Round ‘n’ About
1960s
After working for two years with a hotel
in Bali, Peter Bruce White (64-66) and his
wife Caron are living in New Farm, Brisbane,
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Here ‘n’ There
GPSOBU Port Macquarie luncheon
Old Armidalians' and their wives made
up the second largest contingent at
the GPSOBU Council's luncheon at Port
Macquarie on 25 February.
Attending were (above l-r) Doug Heagney
(49-53), Paddy Flower (62-63), Alistair
Flower (88-93), Robert Dew (59-63), Mike
Cusato (87-89), Max Billerwell (42-46), Bob
Crossman (58-64), Tony Thomas (44-46),
Barry Humphreys (52-53) and Vern Allen
(69-71) (not in photo).

Tennis donation

Canberra Drinks

A talented tennis player during his years at
TAS, Barry Brooks (49-54, Senior Prefect)
has kindly donated to the School, through
the TAS Foundation, a trophy for the
champion mixed doubles in competition.
Barry and his wife Karlyn made a special visit
to TAS to present the trophy to the inaugural
winners Sam Ruba and Charlotte George
(both Year 11). They are pictured with MIC
Tennis, Miss Jayne Heagney.

Organised by Andrew Heath (94-99) and
Lee Reid (94-00), the first OAU function
in Canberra in some years was held on 11
February and went very well. Around 15
Old Boys and some of their wives attended
informal drinks at The Dock, Kingston
Foreshore, with those attending ranging
from recent leavers to those who left the
school many decades ago. “The informal
drinks format seemed to work well, and
notwithstanding the 42 degree day, everyone
seemed to enjoy themselves. Lee and I plan
to arrange another function or two for later in
the year,” reports Andrew. The OAU is grateful
to Andrew and Lee for their initiative.

Upcoming OAs London dinner
The regular dinner of Old Armidalians' in
the United Kingdom and Europe will this
year be held on on Monday 10 July at The
Caledonian Club in Belgravia - handy to
Victoria Station. Any OAs living in the UK
of any era, or indeed travelling to the UK at
that time are most welcome to attend (as
are wives/partners); to receive an official
invitation contact Rob Busby (63-68) at
robbusby@ozemail.com.au or Jim Robinson
(61-64) at jim.robinson@wychert.co.uk who
kindly co-ordinates these functions.

THE ARMIDALE SCHOOL

reunion weekend

Planning is well underway for this year’s TAS Reunion Weekend (formerly
Old Boys’ Weekend), to be hosted by Old Armidalians’ Union on 8-10
September. This reverts to the time of the year when the weekend was
held for many years, and coincides with NEGS Old Girls’ Union weekend.
Returning to the program this year will be the TAS cadet unit’s Passing
Out Parade, to be held on Adamsfield (Frontfield) at 2pm. This major
spectacle is a significant school event in its own right and a bonus that it
will coincide with TAS Reunion Weekend – all are most welcome to attend.
Whilst the program for the rest of the weekend is still being finalised (a
draft will be available in the next edition of Binghi and also posted on
the OAU website) there will be the usual range of sporting competitions
between the Union and the School in hockey, shooting, debating, football,
chess, tennis and tug-o-war. In addition there will be school fixtures
against Toowoomba Anglican College & Preparatory School (TACAPS) in
rugby, rugby 7s (girls and boys) and netball, and an opens rugby fixture
against a team from the mid-north coast.
Special reunions will be happening for those whose leaving year ends
in ‘7’: if you have not been contacted yet, please contact the reunion
organisers listed – they, nor the school, may have your details and
will be keen to ensure you are part of the event! Accommodation is
bound to be at a premium again this year so book yours now! For more
information email oau@as.edu.au or contact Mrs Donna Jackson in the
TAS Development Office on 6776 5800.
Binghi 176 – 20

2012: Josh Moloney
0405 319 558
josh.moloney94@gmail.com
2007: Harry Warrick & Daniel Kahl
0434 415 772 (Harry) 0427 560 516 (Daniel)
wazza09@gmail.com, daniel_kahl@hotmail.com
1997: Justin Copeman
0403 480 278
jcopeman@20cube.com
1987: Josh Smith
0416 223 295
josh@sunsecurity.com.au
1977: David Coulton & Steve Phipps
0428 716 530 (David) 0451 195 707 (Steve)
david@morellaag.com.au, inknprint@exemail.com.au
1967: J ames Croft & Ian Moffatt
0468 414 634 (James) 0428 728 081 (Ian)
jandecroft@bigpond.com, iandamoffatt@gmail.com
1957 and above: Mrs Donna Jackson
(02) 6776 5800
djackson@as.edu.au
TAS Development Office

