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FROM THE

HEADMASTER
‘Service Learning’ adds depth of meaning
The expectation that our students will commit to community service as a regular and
normal part of their school life has been a part of the TAS experience for some decades.
It has been based on the belief that building a habit of serving others, whether at home
or further afield, is a fundamentally good thing. It is hoped that the sense of purpose
and satisfaction that comes with serving will develop a social conscience in our students
that will stay with them through their adult lives and lead them to continue to make
positive contributions to their world without the expectation of any self gain. This is
represented in any number of programs and opportunities at TAS, from weekly visits to
the children at Minimbah Aboriginal primary school to service trips to orphanages in Fiji
and Northern Thailand or working with the homeless in Sydney, the charity fundraising
driven by our prefect body, assisting the Red Shield Appeal and even the most recent
drive to have as many of our senior students as possible give blood regularly. In an age
when many would label our teenagers as self absorbed and motivated by material
consumption and their social media, this element of TAS life has never been challenged
and it is widely supported by our students, parents and staff alike.
As we enter a fresh phase of strategic planning this year that will see the development
of a new TAS Vision 2030, we are recalibrating our approach to service by shifting the
focus from simply 'service' to 'service learning' . This is an opportunity to take advantage
of the recent research that tells us that building service into a learning curriculum
amplifies the impact on the values and character development that we aspire to for
our students. At its core, service learning seeks to add depth to the 'doing'; of service
by creating greater understanding of the background to and impact of the issues that
our service is addressing, thereby making the experience of serving more meaningful
and more memorable. It will continue to carry the essential elements of good service
programs in schools; enduring connections with other communities, challenging but
accessible work and a focus on real need. Added to that will be curriculum links and the
important process of documenting personal reflections on the experience.
Through the remainder of the year our staff will be cross-referencing the curriculum in
their subject areas with opportunities for real service, both in groups and for individual
interests. It is our hope that every student will find their own passion in this area to
pursue, particularly in their senior years. We have a particularly able and motivated body
of senior students this year who are keen to see this underway and that gives great
encouragement and optimism.
Whilst this is a shift in focus for our service program, our central purpose remains
the same, to play a part in developing the next generation who will be active and
generous global citizens with character traits that include an appreciation for diversity,
sense of responsibility, self awareness, compassion, courage, inventiveness and the
ability to solve problems. Seeing service learning embedded in the TAS program will
add significantly to this and it reflects our ambition to focus on what type of men and
women our students become, not simply what they have achieved or gained.

The Seymour Centre in Chippendale was the venue of this year’s NSW
Shakespeare Carnival

Celebrating their double crown wins at the Shakespeare Carnival were (back)
George Lane, Thomas Bailey, Ellen Coote, William Almond, Mr Andrew O’Connell,
Kira Dooner, Molly Dooner, (front) Disa Smart and Hattie Oates

Students crowned at festival of The Bard
All the world’s a stage – and at the NSW Shakespeare Carnival a group
of TAS students so impressed judges with their parts, the troupe has
returned home from Sydney as victorious as Henry V at Agincourt.
Held at the Seymour Centre in Chippendale on 18 June and hosted by
the Sport for Jove Theatre Company, the carnival brings together Drama
students tasked with tapping into the spirit of ‘The Bard’ in fresh and
innovative ways.
Thomas Bailey, Ellen Coote, William Almond, George Lane and Kira
Dooner took out the group mash-up section against dozens of other
schools with an ensemble piece that creatively co-opted some of
Shakespeare's tragic figures in an ultimately doomed effort to create a
new romantic comedy.

Meanwhile Hattie Oates, Disa Smart and Molly Dooner won the Music
section with an original composition based on the balcony soliloquy
from Romeo and Juliet. As well, they were invited to do an internship
with the Sport For Jove Theatre Company at the end of the year.
“It was a terrific achievement that students from the country took out a
third of the categories against such talented competition,” TAS Creative
Arts Coordinator and senior Drama teacher Mr Andrew O’Connell said.
“After a massive day workshopping the pieces they took to the York
Stage of the Seymour Centre and while being the underdogs, were
praised by the judges for the inventiveness and creativity.”

Mapping success at
da Vinci Decathlon
Perhaps their skills had been honed by having to travel so far – but
eight Year 6 students navigated their way to success to come second
in the Cartography competition of the State da Vinci Decathlon at Knox
Grammar in May.
Over two days, TAS fielded teams from Years 5 and 6, and Years 9 and 10
in the Decathlon, staged in Knox’s vast Great Hall with 1200 students
representing schools from all across the state. Participants had to
complete 10 academic challenges designed to test every gifted student
in the room – no walk in the park for the country students! This year’s 10+
disciplines were English, Maths, Science, Ideation – problem solving and
philosophy, Engineering, Drama, Art & Poetry, General Knowledge, Code
breaking and Cartography – Geography.
Each of the ten disciplines had to be answered with students making clear
connections to this year’s theme, ‘power’.
TAS will again proudly host the Northern NSW da Vinci Decathlon, on
23-25 August.
The Year 6 team that achieved success at the State da Vinci Decathlon were (back row,
l-r) Louis Ross, Jasper Russ, Gane Harbutt, Jack Hopkins, Toby Inglis, (front) Owen Rice,
Lachlan Hunt, Campbell Aitken.
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DEBATERS REACH SEMIS IN

national competition

“The media controls the people, and the people control the parliament.”
Proof ‘That the media is mightier than the parliament’ ?
Or does the legislature have the ultimate power, because “actions speak
louder than words”?
In the end, there were just two points separating the cases of Green
House and Abbott in the final of the senior inter-house debating
competition, held during Assembly in the last week of what is the
school’s main term for debating.

Maths skill adds up to competition success
Overcoming four sets of challenges added up to success for four TAS
mathematicians, who took out the University of New England’s Year 8
Maths competition on 12 May.
The students were one of two TAS teams which competed alongside
58 others, made up of 200 students from 40 secondary schools from
Armidale, Tamworth, Inverell, Port Macquarie and Coffs Harbour.
Throughout the day students completed various tasks and challenges,
the first consisting of difficult maths equations they completed as a
team and the second, a ‘head to head’ challenge.
“Each team went up against others and competed to figure out rules
and ‘patterns of conversion’ before the others. This was an individual
challenge for everyone involved as no one could communicate
the rule otherwise the other team would figure it out,” Piymu
Ekanayake said.
“The third challenge was the clue challenge, where students had to give
their teammates clues as to what the maths ‘rule’ was so that they then
could combine all the rules and get the answer.”

Piyumi Ekanayake, Henry Mitchell, Jack Van Roy and Alexander Gibson look
through the names of past winners of the champion team at the annual UNE Maths
Day competition for Year 8 students.

Maths event challenges inquisitive minds
TAS was delighted to host students from NEGS, O’Connor Catholic
College, Duval High School and Armidale High School at the
end of term for an inter-school maths tournament presented
by Inquisitive Minds. The workshops are designed to provide
quality, fun maths activities and are presented in partnership with
MANSW (The Mathematical Association of NSW).

Adjudicator Mr Guest described the contest as a debating “masterclass”
with both teams structuring well-prepared arguments, skilfully rebutting
and using time wisely, in a way that entertained, informed and engaged
an audience comprising all students from Years 6-12. It was a fitting
finale to the preliminary rounds, with every house team showing a level
of preparation and commitment not seen for many years.
The finalists of the Middle School inter-house debating competition
were just as impressive. In front of a capacity audience in the Hoskins
Theatre on the last day of term, it was Broughton House that narrowly
pipped Croft on the topic 'That we should give more aid to the
developing world'. Two weeks prior, there were plenty of big ideas being
thrown around when Middle School hosted Round 2 of the Tri-Schools’

Shield. As the host school for this round, TAS provided two teams from
every year group, each debating either NEGS or PLC on topics including
‘That there is too much pressure at school’ (Year 6) 'That blood donation
should be compulsory' (Year 7), ‘That Australia should develop nuclear
energy’ (Year 8). TAS won one debate in each year group, including a
team of Year 6-ers debating for the very first time.
Meanwhile in the major semi final of the National Virtual Debating
Competition the TAS Open team (Tom Wright, Hugh Worsley, Katie
Miller, Owen Chandler) valiantly articulated the Affirmative case ‘That
we should televise court hearings’ against a mighty Canberra Girls’
Grammar outfit. It would surely be many years since TAS debaters took
on a team whose first speaker ranked third at the Australian Individual
Debating and Public Speaking Championships, whose second speaker
is a member of the ACT team and whose third speaker is a member
of the ACT development squad! While Canberra Girls’ made an easy
progression to the grand final, TAS is still ‘live’ in the competition and will
debate the winner of the minor semi-final to determine the other grand
final berth. Our Year 10 team (Lucy Ball, Jack Nivison, Henry O’Neil, Harry
Mason) also have one more debate (against Hunter Valley Grammar)
in a competition that has provided a great experience for senior
debating at TAS.

The event was another academic enrichment opportunity that
TAS hosts for not only its own students but those in the region,
and follows on from the Sydney Academy of Chess Regional
Tournament in Term 1, the annual TAS Forensic Science Camp
during the July school holidays and the Northern NSW da Vinci
Decathlon later in the year.

For the fourth challenge, teams could choose between solving
questions worth two points, three points or four points within a certain
time, so had to assess the risk and opportunity of completion.

Budding agent recognised at state awards

Emma Steed

The 4am starts have sometimes been a challenge, but a passion for the livestock industry
and the people who work in it have rewarded Year 12 student Wally Davidson who on 23
June was named runner up School Based Apprentice/Trainee at the New England region
NSW Training Awards.

Wally Davidson was named runner up School Based
Trainee at the New England Region NSW Training
Awards in Tamworth.
Academic
Focus
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Since starting a school-based traineeship with Davidson Cameron agency (no relation)
in Tamworth two years ago when he was in Year 10, Wally has often worked on Sunday
nights before starting again at 4am to prepare stock for sale at Tamworth Regional
Livestock Exchange, assisting with clearing sales and online auctions, then driving himself
back up the hill to TAS on Monday evenings. He is also studying a Certificate IV real estate
(stock and station) agency course through Professional College by correspondence, and
also his livestock auctioneers qualifications through the Australian Livestock & Property
Agents Association.
Wally’s employer Daniel McCulloch nominated him for the award, which required him to
write a submission and then be interviewed by a panel of three people. There were 23
finalists for the award.

Top left: Tom Wright, Hugh Worsley, Katie Miller and
Owen Chandler have made it into the semi-finals of the
National Virtual Debating Competition
Above: Sam Thatcher was impressive for Abbott House
in the Senior School final of the inter-house competition
Left: Piyumi Ekanayake, Hugo Catterall, Hannah Neilson
and Lochlan Nicoll won the Middle School inter-house
debating for Broughton
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Records fall at Athletics championships
This year’s school athletics championships, held on 13 May having been postponed
from Term 1, was both a nod to the past and the future.
A greater number of girls in the school than in 2016 resulted in 16 girls either setting or
breaking 35 new or existing records in various events from 2-18 years. One boys’ record
was also broken, with Nicholas Ward’s throw of 44.99m in the 16 years boys discus
bettering the previous record 44.27 achieved by Brent McKenzie in 2010.
From the new competition for ‘best mascot’ (spoils shared by Tyrrell’s cowboy and
dairy cows and Croft’s dragon) to the huge participation levels from athletes and
strugglers alike, it was a celebration of house and school spirit.
The carnival was made all the more special by the presence of two special guests who
travelled from Adelaide and Wollongong respectively to present the trophy for the
senior boy champion. The Robert Horner Fletcher Challenge Cup was first presented in 1917 by Robert’s father and in this 100th anniversary year
it was presented by his grandson Mr Stephen Hill and great-grandson Mr Mark Fletcher. At TAS in 1913-14, Robert Fletcher matriculated as School
Captain (Dux) having been an outstanding rugby and cricket player and athlete. At the time of the first presentation of the trophy, Robert Fletcher,
serving with the 33rd battalion on the Western Front, wrote “TAS has the warmest of corners in my heart and I look forward greatly to the first June
reunion when war is a thing of the past”. Pictured above with Mr Hill and Mr Fletcher is joint Captain of Athletics and this year’s cup winner Thomas
Goodfellow, who took the visitors on tour of the school following the carnival.

Saddling up to success at Coona
In a welcome change from the past few years, there was fine weather
for the annual North West Equestrian Expo held at Coonabarabran in
early June. Newcomer Oliver Ledingham (Year 7) made an impressive
debut, notching up the second highest individual point score of the
five-day event as well as 12 years champion boy and 12 year sports
champion, gaining three firsts and a fifth placing.

Classmate Augustus White, another first time participant, was named
13 year boys champion and cited the multi-skilled Warrambungle’s
Way as being his favourite event.

“I won both rhe dressage and showjumping, that was the first thing
that shocked me. I wasn't even expecting anything, I just came for
fun to try it out for the first year,” he said.

The team’s strong presence at the event was largely due to the hardworking parents who attended particularly Mrs Jo Finlayson and Mr
Nicholas Pearce.

The following day they backed up for the gruelling 16.4km Great Nosh
Footrace through Sydney’s majestic Middle Harbour, joined by four
students who had played rugby against Scots College the day before
(Nicholas Barnier, Samuel Jones, James O’Brien and Joe Sewell). With

Co-Curricular
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The Armidale Eisteddfod is over for another
year, with dozens of students taking to
the stage and being commended for their
efforts. Playing instruments ranging from
cello to organ and bagpipes to saxophone;
in voice and in speech and drama, TAS
students impressed the judges with their
confidence and ability but just as much,
their enthusiasm and passion for music.
While Lazneby Hall (UNE) and the Old
Teachers College were the primary venues,
TAS was proud to host the New England
Championship event in Memorial Hall due
to the magnificent organ. The prestigious
showcase Gala Concert featured William
Gilpin (Year 5) who performed his hilarious
Solo Prose Recitial division-winning piece,
from Timmy Failure: Mistakes were Made
by Stephen Pastis, while the TAS Big Band
(directed by Mrs Bekk Baumgartner) was
honoured to be chosen to close the show.

Lucy makes top 10 at swimming nationals
It's one thing to train for months, following a black line in a pool, to swim well enough
to qualify for the National Age Championships. It's even more incredible when you are
from a regional area but still manage to finish in the top 10 in Australia. That’s what Lucy
Fenwicke achieved in April, when she competed in the 100m and 200m breaststroke
events at the Australian titles in Brisbane, coming 10th in the final of the 16 years 200m
(having qualified as eighth fastest).
It was no surprise then, that Lucy received a standing ovation from students at staff at
Assembly when she was presented with Honours, the schoool's highest Colours award,
recognising her incredible achievement.

Participation in the five week-long event
is a huge logistical effort and the School
is grateful for the efforts of so many who
ensured TAS students could take part –
conductors, ensemble members, peripatetic
music teachers, bus drivers, boarding staff
and parents.

almost 400 competitors the difficult start was a precursor to the real
challenges of a course that includes a single trail, fences, numerous
water crossings and steep climbs. The performances were consolidated
with Disa Smart and Samuel Jones both finishing second in their age
groups, and Emma Ward and Bayley Fellowes, third.
Later in the term 11 runners were part of the NCIS team at the
Combined Independent Schools’ cross country championships at
Eastern Creek in Sydney. All students gave it their best, with Samuel
Jones flying to a 12th place finish and notably second of those from GPS
schools.

Darrel Whan

Michael Paull was the sports champion and reserve champion boy
in the 16 years category, and event veteran Katrina Osborne, Year 12,
was Preliminary Division 3 Dressage champion.

Cross Country runners take part in GPS
A small but committed team of cross country runners took part in
Round 6 of the combined GPS/CAS series, hosted by Shore at John
Fisher Park in Curl Curl on 3 May. John Moore, Samuel King, Disa Smart
and Emma Ward launched out in the 5.4km Intermediate (15s/16s)
division, with Bayley Fellowes and Saxon Hughes running in the
7.2km Opens event.

Eiesteddfod showcases TAS talent

Hockey rep honours for Sam
Sam Wright mixed it with the best young hockey players in the state when he played
with the Combined Independent Schools team at the NSW All Schools' Open Hockey
championships at Sydney Olympic Park Hockey Centre in June. The competition was
a play off between Combined Independent Schools, Combined High Schools and
Combined Catholic Collleges teams. Sam (Year 11) had been selected for the CIS team
at trials during which he, Sterling George (also Year 11) and Sebastian Etheridge (Year
10) played as part of a combined GPS/CAS Barbarians side that defeated Independent
Sporting Association 4-1, drew with Christian Schools’ Sports Association (CSSA) 1-1
and lost to eventual competition winners Association of Independent Co-educational
Schools (AICES) 0-2.
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John Hamparsum
John Hamparsum

Spoils shared in
multi-sports fixtures

Strong start to rugby season
At the time of going to press, the TAS First XV was sitting
equal top of the AAGPS Third Grade rugby competition ladder
(with St Joseph’s College), with three rounds played. With
three pre-season matches under their belts (a loss to Kinross
Walaroi followed by wins over Sydney Boys’ High and Farrer),
TAS defeated St Ignatius College Thirds in the first round of the
competition on 27 May 15-10. The following weekend, also
an away fixture, TAS was up against The Scots College Thirds,
defeating them 14-10. A week’s break due to the Queen’s
Birthday holiday re-energised the TAS outfit, which hosted
Sydney Grammar’s Firsts (and nine other teams) on 16 June.
In what was the only home game of the GPS competition for
2017, TAS put on a stunning display of focussed rugby, to take
the game 38-7.
Competition resumes on 22 July against Shore, then the
competition round against Sydney Boys’ High on 29 July, St
Joseph’s College on 5 August and the final match against The
King’s School on 12 August (Newington College not being
part of this year’s Third Grade competition). The TAS P&F Rugby
Committee will be holding a social function to wrap up the
season after the King’s game; for further details visit
www.as.edu.au/pf/rugby-committee/

Annual fixtures in a range of sports against both Sydney
Boys’ High (at TAS) and Farrer Memorial Agricultural High School
(this year at Farrer) again provided the opportunity for competition
across a range of fixtures.
Around 200 students from High visited TAS on 5-6 May, with the first
competitions, in junior and senior basketball, both games going convincingly
to High. It was much closer in tennis, played by a Junior IV (Years 7-9) and a Senior IV
(10-12). The result was five sets all, with TAS winning on a countback, 45 games to 44.

Girls Rugby 7s make their debut

The next morning at the school’s small bore rifle range, TAS, High and NEGS contested the Tank
Shell Trophy. Competitors shot a 50m 20-shot deliberate match and a 50m eight-shot rapid match
and after the top eight aggregate scores, TAS narrowly won 2001 points to 1997.

Despite having only one training session beforehand, our girls' rugby
7s team thoroughly enjoyed a carnival in Tamworth on 28 May, playing
Pirates, Calrossy and NEGS. TAS spirit was proudly on display as our girls
passed, kicked and tackled around the field.

A TAS Opens Football XI defeated High’s Third XI 7-0, and the hosts also won a rugby relay and nine out of
ten games of rugby, culminating in a comfortable 41-0 victory to the TAS First XV over their High counterparts,
with TAS winning the Hannon & Harris Cup.
TAS and Farrer competed in seven sports at Farrer for the Dick Hodgson Shield a week later. With the absence of several
players on rep rugby league duties, a depleted Farrer First XV went down to TAS 64-0, the visitors retaining the First XV
Challenge Shield. TAS also won the Second XV 21-10 and the 15As, 14As and 13s, with Farrer getting up in the 16As, 16Bs and 15Bs.
In the football, the TAS First XI scored four goals to two; the 16s won 3-0 while Farrer was victorious in the 13s.
Farrer dominated the tennis winning eight matches to two; took out the clay target shooting at Loomberah Clay Target range (573-530) and
got up in the Firsts basketball 68–53.
In other tournaments, the hosts won the chess two boards to one, with a draw on the fourth, while debating was added to the competition for the
first time, TAS securing narrow wins in both Year 7 and Opens debates.
Ultimately TAS reclaimed the Dick Hodgson Shield (named after former TAS sportsmaster and OA), won by Farrer last year.

Netball expands
The Armidale netball competition has expanded
with the addition of two more teams from
TAS this year.
TAS is fielding five teams, made up of students
from Years 7-12. The Middle School tennis courts
have been converted to multi-purpose use, with
removable netball rings installed.
Top: Michael Baldock forges through Farrer defence
Left: Tom Southwell (TAS), Alex Patten (NEGS) and James Jiang (SBHS) with the
Tank Shell Trophy
Above: Lachlan Knowles and a Sydney High opponent contest a ball in the football

Co-Curricular
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into the woods JR

THE TERM IN

ONTO THE STAGE

Photos: Cary Bennett

A fantasy story that brings together four famous fairy tales in a tale
of adventure and mystery came to life in the first-ever musical to be
staged solely by TAS Middle School in June.

With terrific music, fantastic costumes and enthusiastic acting, the
truncated adaptation of this highly-acclaimed production delighted
and entertained.

Inspired by the Grimm Brothers’ works ‘Cinderella’, ‘Little Red Riding
Hood’, Jack and the Beanstalk’ and ‘Rapunzel’, Stephen Sondheim’s
musical Into the Woods JR is the journey of a baker and his wife who
must collect magical items from classic fairy tales to reverse a witch's
curse which has prevented them from having children - a journey
that sees them changed forever.

Director Mrs Leasa Cleaver said the production offered an amusingly
different way to think about everyone’s favourite fairy tale characters.
“The choice of musical was appealing due to the variety of strong
contrasting characters that gave many students an opportunity to
showcase their talents,” she said.

Co-Curricular
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Tim Scott

Tim Scott

“From the first rehearsal the
students collaborated on gaining
a new perspective on these
fairy tales and the ethical issues
these stories present.”
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Thousands raised for Leukaemia research

“It will make a valuable contribution to the
Foundation’s work in providing medical and
emotional support for families dealing with
cancer and research into the disease,”

When seven year old Lucy Holland accompanied her father Michael (Director
of Boarding and rugby coach) and his under 16s team on a tour to New
Zealand last year, the players enjoyed her sense of fun. This year, as she
continues to receive treatment for leukaemia in the Lady Cilento Children’s
Hospital in Brisbane, it has been her sense of courage that inspired several
players to shave their heads and in the process raise more than $6,000 for
Leukaemia research
“My brother and I went to see Lucy in hospital in Brisbane during the
summer holidays after she had just had a few hard days of treatment and
despite being pretty run down, she seemed really happy to see us, like the
trooper she is,” said Tim Finlayson.

Mateship on the battlefields an
enduring legacy of ANZAC

To date the boys’ efforts have boosted the Foundation’s resources by $6,924
which adds to $4,400 raised last term by the school’s prefects who chose the
charity for their annual headshave. Mr Holland said he and his wife Julie (one
of the School nurses) have been overwhelmed by the support from the TAS
community since Lucy’s diagnosis last year.
Clippers: (back) James Wicks, Tim Finlayson, Tully Muller and Dan Lethbridge get their
turn shaving the heads of mates Anthony Russell-Thomas, Ben Hamparsum, Ben Louis
and Ryan Schmitt

Right: Former staff member Max Tavener delivered the poppy ceremony at Dangarsleigh, with guard
member Jack Sewell in the forground
Centre Right: CPL Robert Prowse (centre) with TAS cadet unit commanding officer Angus Murray and
Deputy Headmaster Alan Jones after the school's Anzac Service
Bottom Right: Erin Page was the first girl to be a member of the TAS Ceremonial Guard

The technology of warfare has changed greatly over the past century, but
the importance of mateship is a lasting legacy of ANZAC spirit, believes CPL
Robert Prowse.
Speaking at the TAS Anzac Service on 28 April, CPL Prowse quoted the way World War
One soldier Archie Barwick laughed and joked with his mates as he made his ways to
the shore of Gallipoli, then “only when we realised that bullets hurt, did we knew
what fear was”.
Fast forward to 2010 in Afghanistan’s Miraband Valley and the fine dust is everywhere.
“You’re out on patrol and a water pump backfires, or so you think. You joke with your
mates about the noise until suddenly you realise it wasn’t the pump at all, but enemy
fire. Your heart stops and you start running for cover, laughing all the way with
your mates because sometimes that is all you can do when faced with the fragility of
life,” he said.
The former TAS student, now a combat engineer who has been deployed twice to
Afghanistan as well as to Iraq and Malaysia, said it was mateship that got himself, like
Archie Barwick, through tough times that included witnessing the ravages of sacrifice
in the pursuit of peace and freedom.
“Serving overseas and fighting for my country really instilled in me the meaning of
Anzac Day; a time to reflect and personally remember just nine of the many soldiers
killed in action whom I knew. It’s also a day for me and my mates to remember what
we have been through and accomplished on our tours of duty, including serving
overseas with fellow TAS Old Boys Major Dan Fussell and Corporal Lachie Silver and
reflect on the many interesting stories and situations we found ourselves in.“
CPL Prowse said the Army’s modern values of courage, teamwork, initiative and
respect were built on the spirit of Anzac and urged students to never forget.
“As you look at the names on the honour rolls around the school, as you go about
your everyday life; do not forget the sacrifices made by those that have gone before
you especially those that lost their lives. Let the Anzac values guide you in your
endeavours and above all else treasure life. Life is fragile – so live it to be the very best
of your ability,” he said.
With Anzac Day itself falling during school holidays, the School’s Anzac service
was held at the end of the first week of Term 2. Nevertheless, in a time-honoured
tradition, the TAS Cadet Unit provided the catafalque party at Anzac Day services at
Dangarsleigh and Armidale’s Central Park on ANZAC Day itself.

Leadership, Service, Adventure
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Students roll up sleeves for a blood-y good cause
One in three Australians will need a blood transfusion, and TAS
students are rolling up their sleeves for the cause.
Twenty three students from years 10-12 have signed up to become
regular donors for Team TAS and they hope to inspire others by
mooting the Vampire Cup, a challenge between the schools of
Armidale for which donates the most blood.
“We’ve all realised it’s not that bad, the pin-prick at the start is about
the worst of it and when it’s all over you get a milkshake and a biscuit,
which is always a bit of a driver for teenagers,” said Year 12 student
Saxon Hughes, who decided to rally his peers after hearing the Blood
Service call for more blood.

“Linking this service to an appreciation of its importance to those
in need and inspiring a habit of donation distinguishes it as service
learning rather than simply an act of community service and that is
central to our ambitions as a school. I congratulate those who have
taken up the challenge and given something of themselves and look
forward to blood donations becoming a part of the right of passage
for senior TAS students,” he said.

"Mr Holland's daughter Lucy has had to have more than 40
transfusions since being diagnosed with Leukaemia last year, so that
has made it all the more important and relevant. It’s something you
can do for the rest of your life, and with a lot of students in Year
10 and 11 donating, hopefully it’s something that will continue
through the years.”
Headmaster Murray Guest said the process has educated students
in the many important uses for donated blood, and as they are now
notified when and where their blood is used, is a further incentive to
make donating a lifelong habit rather an a one-off event.

Some of the TAS students who have rolled up their sleeves to donate blood to the Red
Cross Blood Service

Duke of Ed achievers
Sam Wright, Sambavan Jeyakumar and Jack Waters were presented with their
Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award this term. TAS was one of the first schools in
Australia to offer the awards program, introducing it in 1967, the year after teacher
Mr Jim Graham and Headmaster Mr Alan Cash saw it in action at Gordonstoun,
where Mr Graham had been teaching. Over the years there have been changes
to the way Duke of Ed is run at schools, though the end goal is still the same – to
help young people develop a sense of leadership and character by extending Binghi 177 – 13
themselves in areas that challenge and excite them.
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news
JUNIOR SCHOOL

International focus on Activities Day
Students pull their socks up for mental health

Continuing to link with the Round Square IDEALS, this term’s Junior
School Activities Day was all about the spirit of Internationalism
and there were plenty of learning experiences for students across the
year groups.

On the rugby paddock, the football pitch, the netball court and the hockey turf, our students took part in Batyr's One Sock One Goal
program on 14 June, showing their support for positive mental health. As was the case last year, Sydney Grammar School joined TAS
in the initiative, given both schools partner with Batyr, an organisation that focuses on preventative education in the area of youth
mental health.

Morning activities included stories from the Dreamtime, Ancient
Greece, and Aesop’s fables; cooking sushi, falafel and ayauef; creating
native American dreamcatchers and preparing for the upcoming visit
from Tezukayama School in Japan by doing some mapping exercises
and making some welcome cards for their students.

The day before, Old Armidalian and former Wallaby James Holbeck, who is now a professional speaker and writer on the issues of
wellbeing and mental health, spoke with students about resilience, happiness, friendship and positivity. He also met with the student
Batyr chapter organising the One Sock One Goal program, and was the first of our Old Boy Wallabies to sign two jerseys that will be
used to fundraise for mental health programs at the school.

During the afternoon students were challenged by rock climbing
and commando training at the UNE Sports Centre; made and then
performed with homemade musical instruments, worked with RSPCA
volunteers to make toys from animals, and visited two aged care
homes, Bupa and Autumn Lodge, where they shared gifts made
during the morning and entertained residents with musical and
dance items. It was a very full program that connected our students
with the wider world in wonderful ways.

“The Batyr organisation is about getting the elephant in the room to talk, so to get kids to be more aware that if they have an issue –
go and get some help,” he said.
“Self worth and connection with community are among the protective factors in mental health. It is also important that students feel
they can chase their dreams.
For a lot of kids in the country it can seem like a difficult challenge to go and conquer things in the city, so sometimes we limit
ourselves when the path isn’t clear. You have to be really resilient to push through some of those challenges and be aware they are
there but regardless, throw everything into it and don’t hold back,” he said.
TAS and Sydney Grammar School Firsts

Year 3 and the missing Headmasters

Mike Ball

As part of Year 3’s IB Unit of Inquiry ‘Many people have contributed
to a community and have influenced how the community has
developed’, Mr Guest visited the classroom and spoke about the
contributions past Headmasters have made to the TAS community
and the role they have played. The class produced a timeline of the
TAS headmasters from their investigations, and were intrigued to hear
some of the stories Mr Guest had for them. As part of the timeline
they had to find pictures of each one – and had to solve a puzzle
about two that were missing!

TAS C White v TAS C Blue Hockey

Christian Nexo

Meanwhile, work from students in Year 5 will be showcased later in
the year in the first IBPYP Exhibition to be held at TAS. In the final
year of the PYP, all students are involved in an in-depth, collaborative
project known as the PYP Exhibition. It is intended to provide a
vehicle for each student to contribute to an authentic and significant
inquiry into real life issues or problems, and is intended to be a
showcase of work of each student.

First X1 Football

Wellbeing

TAS 1 Netball
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Not to be outdone… Year 2 learnt all about electricity and as Ava
Watts shows, it certainly set off a spark in the interest of students!
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Junior School

Tim Scott

P&F gather up the troops

The P&F Rugby Committee has also been busy, organising a gettogethers in Sydney after matches against Scots College (3 June) and
‘Wallabies at TAS’ following the Grammar fixtures - with Old Armidalian
and former Wallaby James Holbeck as guest speaker and joining parents,
Old Boys and students in the Hoskins Centre watching Australia play
Scotland. The committee will also be hosting a social event in Sydney
after games at The King’s School on 12 August; for more details go to
http://www.as.edu.au/pf/rugby-committee/

Tim Scott

Tim Scott

The P&F has had a successful start to the year, catering for hungry
participants and supporters at the school’s swimming and athletics
carnivals, the TAS Rugby Carnival and home games against Sydney
Boys’ High and Sydney Grammar. The P&F Trivia Night will be held on 26
August in the gymnasium and promises to be even bigger and better
than last year’s inaugural event.

Top right: Ciney Scifleet, Kerrie McMaster and Pip Benham enjoyed Wallabies at TAS
Bottom right: Jane Moffatt, Alice Forsythe and Sally White

Ready, set, (having a) go
The Junior School Athletics championships was held on a brilliant autumn day, but what really shone was the spirit of participation. Always an
event that is strongly supported by parents and friends of the school, the real emphasis is on ‘having a go’ – and while running and jumping is
not everyone’s fortè, students learnt the importance of contributing to the greater good and doing their best.
Similar spirit was shown at the TAS, PSSA (Primary Schools’ Sports Association) and NCIS cross country events that were held during the term.
With PSSA and NCIS clashing, our Year 2-4 students took part in the former and our Year 5 runners travelled to Ballina for NCIS, where Max
Rogers placed third in the 11 years event, qualifying him for the Combined Independent Schools (CIS) titles in Sydney held in June.

From its very inception when the inaugural directors of the New
England Proprietary School company invested their own money to
make TAS a reality, philanthropy has been crucial to the school’s survival
and indeed success.

More Clubs, more fun
Junior School students are finding more and more opportunities for challenge and fun, with the commencement of Dance
Club and Martial Arts Club this term. Whilst Armidale Eisteddfod commitments delayed the start of Dance Club, it has some
very enthusiastic starters. Meanwhile Martial Arts Club has proved so popular it has been able to be divided into two sessions
to better cater for age and ability.

Learning the value of a helping hand
Junior School students have been mindful of others this term, raising funds for
those less fortunate than themselves, in three initiatives.
The initiative and enthusiasm of Ty Schalk-O’Brien and his classmates was an
exercise in real service and their selflessness was inspiring to students, staff
and parents alike. Not only did Miss Wood’s class dig deep with the planning,
organising and commitment they showed for the cause, they managed to raise
$465.25 as well.
In a similar vein, Blake Whitehill, his sister Hayley (Year 8) and mother Tracey made
dozens of bouquets of lavender and chrysanthemums (a traditional Mother’s
Day flower) which were sold by gold coin donation at the Junior School Mother’s
Day luncheon on 11 May. Proceeds from the bouquets raised $653.80 for St
Christopher’s Orphanage, Fiji, where Hayley and a number of other TAS Year 8
students will visit for a service trip in October.
And finally, students and staff donned beanies on Activities Day, donating a
coin for the privilege. In doing so students and staff raised $145.05 for the Mark
Hughes Foundation for brain cancer research, heightening the awareness of the
need to contribute to such wonderful organisations as well as underlining the
benefits of service to others.

Junior School
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From little things, big things grow…

There have also been the significant individual donors who made
possible some of our most important buildings - the Maxwell Library
(Maxwell Family, 1923), the CC Dangar Memorial House (Mrs Nora
Dangar, 1923), the school’s second gymnasium that is now the Year
12 Common Room (Miss S.E.K. Hudson, 1937) and most recently, the
Hoskins Centre (Mike Hoskins, 2008).
Equally important, however, have been the countless smaller donations
that have added up to enable the school to truly develop into the
beautiful and magnificent campus it now is.
While the Foundation’s Annual Giving Appeal provides the vehicle for
giving to specific projects (and more on this year’s below), voluntarily
donating to the Foundation Building Trust’s Facilities Development Fund
has been, for decades, a simple and cost-effective way of investing in
the future of TAS. Included on current families’ mid-term statements as a
voluntary, tax deductible $50 donation (the amount hasn’t changed for
at least 15 years), the fund has provided the funding for, amongst other
things, the entire DL Graham Building (Middle School), Memorial Hall
renovations and improvements to boarding facilities.

For those in the community who would like to make a more targeted
donation, it’s not too late to give to any of this year’s Annual Giving
projects listed below - just go to www.as.edu.au/community/
foundation/annualgiving or call Director of Development Ms Cressida
Mort on (02) 6776 5800 or email cmort@as.edu.au
Scholarship Fund – helping provide an opportunity to worthy students
who would otherwise be unable to attend TAS.
Indigenous Student Support Fund – assists Indigenous students so
they can access the full breadth of co-curricular opportunities at TAS.
Jim Graham Scholarship – awarded to a student with a strong interest
in the creative arts, the humanities and the values of Round Square, as
exemplified by the late Jim Graham who taught at TAS for 43 years.
Sports Centre Foyer Improvement Project – helping improve the
aesthetics and amenity of one of the busiest areas of the school.

The TAS Foundation extends its thanks to all the TAS families who give
ongoing support to the Facilities Development Fund.
Middle School was made possible entirely by donations to the Facilities
Development Fund

Binghi 177 – 17

Foundation

Old Armidalians'

notes
Congratulations

After a long term involvement in the racing
and breeding industry Stephen Bilich (6466) is “living the dream” as a part-owner of
his first Group 1 winner, Sense of Occasion,
who won this year’s Doomben Cup (raced
over 2000m) in Brisbane on 20 May. Sense
Of Occasion arrived in Queensland after
career-best performances for third in both
the Doncaster Mile and Queen Elizabeth
Stakes in Sydney, the latter behind the
mighty Winx. He also won the Group 2 Villiers
Stakes (over 1600m) last December; the next
big race is likely to be the Epsom Handicap
in September. ‘Hopefully more to come!”
writes Stephen, who is a director of Kingston
Bloodstock, based at Maryville NSW.
A project of three years work, Armidale
and The Great War was launched by Ian
Johnstone (51-55) at Readers Companion
Bookshop on 21 April. Ian’s 356 page
book is a biography of 92 soldiers and 12
nursing sisters whose names appear on the
Memorial Fountain in Armidale’s Central Park,
recognising their contribution to the efforts
of the First World War. Ian said the book tries
to encapsulate the heroism of the era and
brings to life the stories of just some of the
882 names on the fountain, “all of whom
volunteered, and 124 of whom sacrificed
their life”. Of significance, 22 of the 92 soldiers
are TAS Old Boys, as well as former Master
Sir Leslie Morshead and gymnastics teacher
George Braund. Ian has kindly donated to
the school copies of the book, which was
officially launched by UNE Archivist Bill Oates
at Readers Companion Bookshop, Armidale

Best wishes to Nich Richardson (96-04) and
his partner, Bec, who are now the very proud
parents of a boy, Banjo, born on 17 May.
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Once again TAS alumni were among those
honoured in this year’s Queen’s Birthday
Honours list. Bruce Kelvin Cutler (55-60)
was named as an Officer of the Order of
Australia (AO), ‘For distinguished service to
the performing and visual arts, including
the provision of pro-bono legal and financial
administration advice, to people who
are blind or have low vision, and to the
community.’ Always a passionate theatre
goer, Bruce has for many years been a 'pair
of eyes' for sight-impaired theatre goers,
narrating the action for those with limited
vision. He is the second of his cohort to be
honoured as an AO, Paul Barratt (56-60)
being the other. Continuing a great family
tradition of service to the community, James
Treloar (68-73) was awarded a Medal of the
Order of Australia for his three decades of
service to local government in Tamworth,
including a period as mayor. First elected
to council in 1987, during his time in local
government he oversaw the beautification
of the city’s main street Peel Street, and was
instrumental in the Evocities campaign which
targeted city residents to ‘tree-change’ to one
of the state’s dynamic regional centres. Also
a recipient of an OAM is Commander Rodrick
RH Fayle (Ret’d) (55-57) for service to the
macadamia nut growing industry. This is the
second Australian Honour for Rod, having
been awarded the National Medal in 1977,
when he was a Lieutenant Commander in the
Royal Australian Navy.
After 13 years service as a Director of the
Board of The Armidale School (and of the
School Council that pre-dated it), Robert
Perkins (68-73) was officially farewelled upon
his retirement in May. At the conclusion
of his last meeting, Headmaster Murray
Guest presented Rob with a James White
watercolour print of the front of TAS. Rob was
an OAU appointee to the governing body
and during his long service was chair of the
Board’s Finance Committee. The Board, TAS
and the OAU are grateful for the time and
wisdom he so willingly shared for the future
of the school.

Obituaries
As reported in the last edition of Binghi,
John Hall Smith (42-44), twin brother of
Alan (42-44) died on 4 March, 2017. At TAS
he embraced swimming, cricket and rugby,
“grafted gymnastics to his skillset and used
the library extensively,” according to Alan.
Having achieved his Intermediate Certificate
his education was completed in Newcastle,
graduating with a Chemistry diploma and
had a career as an expert in refactory bricks.
He also gained a Private Pilot’s Licence. In
1964 he and his family moved to Melbourne,
developing interests in squash, golf and
maritime industry. Diagnosed last year with
a serious lung condition, he died on 4 March
and was cremated at Springdale followed by
an Anglican service at Christ Church Toorak.
Thanks to Alan for his details.
Born on a sheep station at Rylstone and
becoming an engineer and later a lawyer
in the United States, Denis Gordon Rose
(40-44) passed away on 20 January, 2017.
After leaving TAS he studied civil engineering
at the University of Sydney, graduating
in 1949. He worked as a civil engineer
for the government in Tasmania before a
period working for the Bahrain Petroleum
Company on Bahrain Island in the Persian
Gulf, then worked for the Canadian Pacific
Railroad Company in Toronto, Canada. In
1958 while in Toronto, he met and married
his wife of 47 years, Sally Forster of Holy
Wood, Northern Ireland (who predeceased
him in 2005). In 1960, in search of a warmer
climate, they moved to Los Angeles where
he worked for the California Department
of Water Resources. While working for the
department in Los Angeles, he studied law
at the University of Southern California and
was admitted to the State Bar in 1966. He
transferred to the Department's legal staff in
Sacramento and retired from there in 1990.
After tracing the Rose Family lineage to
Scotland many years ago, he taught himself
how to play the bagpipes, one of his many
novel hobbies. He is survived by his two
sons, Robert and David, and granddaughter,
Ashley Rose.
We record the passing on 9 February 2017 of
Murray John Holcombe (49-52) of ‘Coolga’,
Burren Junction. Our condolences to his
widow Janice, son Bill (79-82) and daughters
Vicki and Sally and their families.

We have been informed of the death in April
of George Ross Whitfeld (51-56), whose
father Eric F Whitfeld was a master at TAS
from 1943-57 (serving for a period at Dangar
Housemaster and also Acting Headmaster
in GA Fisher’s absence). Ross went to Sydney
and graduated in Civil Engineering, and later
operated a boat slipway business in Ballina.
A passionate supporter of the Wandsworth
and Guyra districts, William James (Bill)
Atkin (56-58) passed away on 26 April 2017.
After leaving TAS Bill returned to the family
property ‘Yoolimba’ Wandsworth, where
he spent his working life. His great love
was cattle, which he bred and exhibited up
until late in life. Bill maintained a love of the
Wandsworth community, mainly through the
affiliation with the Progress Association. He
served on the committees of the Guyra Show
Society, Guyra Golf Club, Guyra Rugby Club
(he was proud of his life-membership), New
England Trout Society, and was also a keen
cricketer. In later years he developed an onfarm tourist enterprise, stocking dams with
trout and building cabins for the enjoyment
of others. Our sympathies to his family,
including grandson Lucas Atkin (Year 10).
It is with sadness we pass on news of the
sudden death of William John (Bill) Yates
(60-65) on 6 May 2017. Bill, a respected
grain grower from Garah, north-west of
Moree, was an outstanding contributor
to agriculture. He served for six years on
the Grains Research and Development
Corporation as Northern Panel member,
chaired its NSW Research Advisory
Committee and was named a Managing
Climate Variability Program ‘Climate
Champion’, one of 20 in Australia who liaised
between farmers, BOM, CSIRO regarding
the management of climate change and
variability. As well as holding a Master of
Rural Science Degree, he had a Diploma of
Agricultural Economics and a Masters in
Professional Accounting. Passionate about
research and development, he hosted many
trials and open days on family properties.
Amongst the recollections of TAS he shared
at his 50 year reunion two years ago: “Rob
Mackenzie (57-65)broadcast the results of
the 1965 Melbourne Cup outside our English
Leaving Certificate exam – Lightfingers,
Ziema, Midlander. Unfortunately Alan
Cash also heard the call and put all the
takings in the chapel plate – perhaps my
biggest donation,” he recalled. Our deepest
sympathies to his widow Anne and family.

Round ‘n’ About
1980s
At the ripe old age of 53 most professional
rugby players would have hung up their
boots and called it a day, but Adrian ‘Moose’
Skeggs (78-82) limbered up with the rest of
the Lord Howe Island Woodhens to compete
in this year’s Phuket International Rugby
10s tournament in Thailand. The former
Warringah, Wallaby tourist and Queensland
Reds prop agreed to strap on the boots
to both support the growth of a fledgling
sport in Thailand and galvanise spirit for his
childhood home. “We have sponsored a child
from the orphanage in Phuket as well to leave
some legacy here, while we also sponsor our
local island school with some activities,” he
told The Phuket News. “While rugby has been
kind to me, I am passionate about Lord Howe
Island and I want the group to share that
feeling on the tour.”
Kingsley Belfield (81-86), his wife Cherie and
their two small children are back in Armidale
having lived in Cranebrook, north of Sydney
for some time. They have purchased an
old Post Office on Boorolong Road and are
revelling in being back on home turf. Kingsley
had been working for Komatsu as a Plant
Mechanic and is now working at Wal Schalk
Earthmoving in Uralla.
It has been almost three years since Darrin
Payne (86-89) and his wife Kirsten (nee
Gehrig) arrived in Vaduz, the picturesque
but small (5,100 population) capital of
Liechtenstein. An accountant (as is Kirsten,
whom he met at PricewaterhouseCoopers in
Munich several years ago), Darrin established
and runs an office for a wealthy European
family, having previously done something
similar in Dubai, for a New Zealand family
(in between times, helping not-for-profits in
Kenya and South Africa). “I am not aware of
any TAS Old Boys located around here – I don’t
come across many Australians let alone TAS
alumni!,” he writes. Darren and Kirsten have
two children, 11 and 9, and is looking forward
to connect TAS with other European based
Old Armidalians at the London event in July.
1990s
Great to have an update on James Schofield
(85-90) who has been working with Buddha
View Diving Centre on the island Koh Tao,
Thailand since 2003. At Buddha View James
is both an open water diving instructor,
and the ‘IT’ guy! The latter is a role for which

he is eminently qualified having spent
seven years prior, working in information
technology in the UK. Nothing like diversity
in the workplace – and in idyllic surrounds
to boot!
Based at Orange since January 2016,
Dougal Gordon (85-90) is currently Group
Director, Livestock Systems with the NSW
DPI, heading up research and development
and policy work in the extensive/ intensive
livestock, pasture, soils and climate areas.
“I’m enjoying the new role but particularly
getting out of Sydney and living on our own
small rural block,” reports Dougal. “Orange
is a great town and my wife Cheryl and our
three kids (aged 11, 10 and 8) have really
enjoyed the tree change.” Meanwhile Gus
(84-89), based in Sydney, has now written
and illustrated more than 70 books for
children, while Jaimie (86-91) is also still in
Sydney working at the Commonwealth Bank.
2000s
Mitchell Bath (00-05) made the news after
saving a life during a triathlon at Byron Bay
in May. A second year doctor at Tamworth
Hospital, Mitch had just walked back to
the starting line after pulling up with a calf
injury during the final run leg, when he saw
a competitor collapse to the ground. Mitch
and another training doctor performed CPR
for 15 minutes before a defibrillator was on
the scene, and the pair, along with another
doctor, revived the runner before the
ambulance arrived and took him to intensive
care. It was the first time Mitch had to
perform CPR outside a hospital and said the
main thing is to “just have a go”. “Don’t overcomplicate it in your head, and don’t worry
about timing too much – you just need deep
compressions and some air,” he said. Sound
advice for us all.
Peter Barker (01-06) has advised he has
moved from Coolah to Skipton, in Victoria’s
Western Districts, where had gone into
partnership in his fiancee’s family’s prime
lamb and cropping enterprise. Peter and
his wife-to-be, Noni Gabb, met in Armidale
where both were students at UNE. “I was
fortunate to catch up with most of my year
at our 10 year reunion so managed to get
in touch then with most of those who are
down this way,” he says. Congratulations
on the upcoming nuptials, to take place in
January.
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Recent Leavers News

A number of Old Armidalians made the news
as part of a bush team that competed in
the 10km rough water swim from Bondi to
Watsons Bay on 21 May. Led by Armidalebased swimming coach James Harwood
(77-88), the team included John Beynon
(83-87, 89-90) and his wife Lyndal, Bill
Mitchell (82-87) and Simon Wright (86-91).
According to The Sydney Morning Herald,
“a wave of joy” hit the Armidale swimmers
as they approached the heads. According to
James, the roughest part of the event was
not the swimming in the big swell, but the
seasickness incurred during a stint in the
support boat! The swimmers - who used the
swim to raise funds for brain cancer after
several friends had been diagnosed with the
disease - made the finish line in three hours,
30 minutes and 30 seconds. All are members
of James’ High Cows squad which started as
a way of finding some relief from drought.

Described on the Triple J Unearthed page
as "an alt-rock band with a punchy and
mesmerising live show", Sydney-based
Gostwyck returned to Armidale in May
to play gigs in the city where two of its
members when to school. The six-piece
group, which features Old Armidalians Angus
Trenerry (04-11) and Matt Wykniet (06-11),
played at the Hoskins Centre as part of their
Riverstone tour to promote their latest single.
The band has been recording over the past
six months with producer Lewis Mitchell (The
Parliament Studios.

Well done to Maxwell Laurie (05-13) and
fellow UNE Business School students
Rebecca Clapperton and Sarah Wall (below),
who took out the 2017 International Food
and Agribusiness Management Association
(IFAMA) Student Case Competition in Miami,
Florida. The trio beat 80 other contestants
from every continent except Antarctica.
The competition, part of the IFAMA World
Conference, asked student teams to address
a business challenge – this year, how IFAMA
itself could move to a more viable business
model. Max (a son of Marcus Laurie (7881) is in his third year of a Bachelor of
Agricultural and Resource Economics.

Here ‘n’ There
GPS Golf Day
The GPS OBU Golf Day will be held on
Thursday 31 August and Manly Golf Club
has agreed to again host the event which is
does with flair, putting on a great breakfast
and lunch, and organising the trophies.
Once again John Steuart (61-65) is kindly
organising the TAS team; if you would like to
take part please contact him on johnsteu@
bigpond.net.au or mobile 0422 860 606.
OA London Event
The OAU is honoured that HRH The Prince
Edward, Earl of Wessex will be joining 24 Old
Armidalians and others for pre-dinner drinks
at The Caledonian Club, London, on 10 July.
Former students range from 1960 leavers to
those who finished at TAS 2013, and include
a number who were students when HRH
visited TAS on a three-day private visit in
1983. The event was fully subscribed and had
to be closed early. A full report and photo
will feature in the next edition of Binghi.
Canberra Get Together
Following a successful event in February,
Andrew Heath (94-99) and Lee Reid (94-00)
have offered to again organise an informal
drinks gathering in Canberra, later in the year.
Keep an eye out for more details, including on
the Old Armidalians’ Group page on Facebook.

2017 TAS Reunion Weekend
8-10 September (as at 3.7.17)
60+ Year Reunion
Mrs Donna Jackson
P: 02 6776 5851
E: djackson@as.eduau
50 Year Reunion
Ian Moffatt

To book and pay for all events through our electronic booking system visit the
TAS Website www.as.edu.au
Note: the cost of the OAU Dinner in the TAS Dining Room is $95 pp including pre-dinner drinks and
canapes followed by 2 course meal with wine. All Old Armidalians and partners are welcome to attend.

Friday, 8 September
2.00pm

Cadet Unit Passing Out Parade (Adamsfield). Reviewing Officer Mr James McTavish
(83-87)

E: iandamoffatt@gmail.com

5.00pm

School v OAs Hockey - Hockey Fields UNE Sports Centre

James Croft

6.15pm

School v OAs Swimming - TAS Swim Centre

T: 6778 4634

6.30pm

Official opening of TAS Reunion Weekend - Hoskins Centre

M: 0428 728 081

Drinks ‘n nibbles in the Hoskins Centre - all welcome

E: jandecroft@bigpond.com
40 Year Reunion
David Coulton
david@morellaag.com.au

7.00pm

School v OAs Debate (20 Year Leavers) - Hoskins Centre

Saturday, 9 September
TAS will be playing rugby, rugby 7s and netball against TACAPS & Scots PGC

Steve Phipps
M: 0451 195 707
E: inknprint@exemail.com.au

8.30am

Shooting - School v OAs at Meadowfield Rifle Range
Tennis - School v OAs on the Park Courts

9.00am

Chess - School v OAs in Archdall Room

10.30am

NE Branch of Bell Tower Society, Morning Brunch in Lower Maxwell (OAs over 65
years) at a cost of $25 per person

11.30am

Tours of the School depart from the McConville Centre

1.15pm

Tug-o-War (10 Year Leavers) and Presentation of Croft Cup outside Hoskins Centre

20 Year Reunion
Justin Copeman

2.00pm

Concert in Memorial Hall

M: 0403 480 278

3.00pm

Screening of 1968, 1989 and 2014 TAS films

E: jcopeman@20cube.com

6.00pm

Pre Dinner Drinks in Big School - Open to all Old Armidalians and partners

7.00pm

TAS OAU Official Dinner in the TAS Dining Hall including reunions of 40, 50, 60+ year.
Old Armidalians from other year groups and partners are encouraged to attend.

30 Year Reunion
Josh Smith
M: 0416 223 295
E: josh@sunsecurity.com.au

10 Year Reunion
Harry Warrick
M: 0434 415 772
E: wazza09@gmail.com
Daniel Kahl
M: 0427 560 516
E: daniel_kahl@hotmail.com

2.00-5.00pm Hoskins Bar open for drinks

Special Guest -TBC

Sunday, 10 September
9.30am

OAU Chapel Service - TAS Chapel

10.30am

Morning Tea - Big School

11.00am

OAU AGM, Venue - Lower Maxwell Room

5 Year Reunion
Josh Moloney
M: 0405 319 558
E: josh.moloney94@gmail.com

TAS Reunion Weekend
And what a weekend it will be! If you haven’t already, mark your diaries for 8-10 September to connect with fellow former students, and your
old school. Please note there are some exciting additions to this year’s event. It will officially kick off with the TAS Cadet Unit’s Passing Out
Parade on Friday afternoon at 2pm, the Reviewing Officer being Mr James McTavish (83-87), current NSW Cross Border Commissioner and
former Murrumbidgee region controller for the State Emergency Service. (There will be no golf day this year.) Also new to the program will be
a School v OAs swimming challenge to be held in the school’s Swim Centre at 6.30pm on the Friday night, prior to the official opening drinks
in the Hoskins Centre where the School v OAs Debate (comprising a team of 20 year leavers) will make a return appearance after a hiatus last
year. On Saturday in addition to the usual competitions, TAS will host visiting Toowoomba Anglican College & Preparatory School (TACAPS) in
netball, rugby 7s and rugby, culminating in an Opens rugby fixture against Scots PGS Warwick on Backfield at lunchtime. The latest program
can be found on the insert; please check www.tasoau.com.au for further updates or contact Mrs Donna Jackson at TAS on (02) 6776 5800.

OAU Sport Organisers 2017
Chess

Hockey - Old Boys v TAS

Swimming

Rob Busby M: 0412 234 288
E: robbusby@ozemail.com.au

Sebastian Hempel M: 0411 141 965
E: seb@hempel.id.au

Bill Mitchell M: 0427 758 378
E: mitchell.bill@outlook.com

Debate ( 20 Year Leavers)

Shooting ( Meadowfield Range)

Tennis

Justin Copeman M: 0403 480 278
E: jcopeman@20cube.com

Mal Moffatt M: 0427 102 630
E: malmoff@activ8.net.au

Simon Wright M: 0404 863 843
E: simon@wongwibinda.com.au

This is a draft program only. For updates please check the website www.tasoau.com.au
Binghi 177 – 20

Binghi 177 – 21

Changed your contact details?
In the digital age, it’s easy to overlook letting us know where you exist in the real world.
By keeping us up to date you can be sure not to miss out on the latest about TAS, Old Armidalians’ Union
events, and what your cohort from school are up to.
So if you’ve recently changed your email, home or postal, address or mobile number, please click on the link
attached to fill out a secure online form. We’d also love to hear what you are doing with your life, or if you
have any news of your peers.
Thanks for staying in touch with TAS.
Update your details here

