
INSIDE:

 

ACADEMIC SUCCESS
Strongest HSC results  
in a decade

GLOBALLY ENGAGED
Service and adventure trips 
ignite passion

SEUSSICAL FANTOOSTICAL
Junior School bring  
book characters to life

ISSUE 179 – TERM 4 2017

binghi



FROM THE

HEADMASTERIN THIS ISSUE 

From the Headmaster’s Speech Day address 2
Speech Day Guest – Dr Tammie Matson 3
Foundation stone marks new era in boarding 3
Academic Focus

Outstanding HSC results ������������������������������������������������� 4
Six off to summer schools ����������������������������������������������� 5
IB Middle Years Programme to be introduced �������� 5
Academic competitions �������������������������������������������������� 6
Philosophers ponder big issues������������������������������������ 6 

Co-Curricular Life
Croft clinches Cash Cup ��������������������������������������������������� 7
Chess team makes State final ���������������������������������������� 7
TAS voices soar with Gondwana ���������������������������������� 7
Rowing season launched ������������������������������������������������ 8
Footballers win Association award ������������������������������ 8
Athletes make podium at All Schools ������������������������ 8
State titles for Mountain Bikers ������������������������������������� 9 
Cricket applause for Tom������������������������������������������������� 9
House emblems updated ����������������������������������������������� 9

Leadership, Service & Adventure
Activities Week �����������������������������������������������������������������  10
Round Square News  �����������������������������������������������������  11
Prefects inducted ������������������������������������������������������������  12
Hawkesbury challenges again �����������������������������������  12
Kokoda’s legacy lives on ������������������������������������������������12
Thailand, Fiji Service trips ���������������������������������������������13

Junior School News
Seussical The Musical ����������������������������������������������������  14
BMX champion finds air  ����������������������������������������������  15
Bike and Triathlon Day ��������������������������������������������������  15
Christopher’s a code breaking champion ��������������  15
Leaping for the land�������������������������������������������������������  15

TAS Foundation
Paul Jarman gives us an anthem of honour �����������16

P&F News 17
Old Armidalians’ News 18-20

Binghi is a production of The Armidale School published at 
the end of each school term�
Editor: Tim Hughes 
Photography: Tim Hughes (and others as indicated) 
Layout: núcleo Studio Armidale

Contributions for inclusion are most welcome� The 
submission deadline for Binghi 180 is 1 April 2018�

Tim Hughes 
The Armidale School 
Locked Bag 3003, Armidale NSW 2350 
Tel (02) 6776 5851 | binghi@as�edu�au | www�as�edu�au

Cover: Ramona Nedianu abseils into a canyon during 
TAS cadet camp. (Photo: Tim Hughes)

Growth, Affirmation, and Academic Initiatives
Whilst 2016 will be remembered as the year that co-education was introduced, 
2017 will mark the moment that the co-education decision drove real growth and 
development for the School – the net impact being that we now have the highest 
enrolment in the School’s history. In 2018 we will add a second stream in Year 4, a 
fourth stream in Year 7 and a fifth stream in Year 10. Whilst the growth in the number 
of girls is the most visible, since the start of 2016 we have also seen growth in the 
number of boys, growth in both day and boarding student numbers and our Junior, 
Middle and Senior Schools now all have higher enrolments.

Amidst this, it is important that we keep focus on what we might define as the 
hallmarks of a TAS education. The major school survey conducted by MMG this year 
has painted a clear picture of what is valued by our community and why families 
have chosen TAS for their children’s education. Boarding is central to that of course 
and it seems our boarders are happy here. Above all else though, the appreciation of 
the co-curricular program stands out in the survey results; similarly, sport, adventure 
and challenge activities along with Round Square opportunities are thought by our 
community to be at the core of TAS life. 

Whilst the survey findings offered welcome affirmation for much of what we do, 
it also gave us good direction for our future, particularly in providing a mandate 
to drive the development of academic culture further. In response, several new 
initiatives are to be introduced in 2018 that will offer both support and fresh interest 
in studies.

We have received confirmation we are now an International Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Programme candidate school and expect to begin the introduction of the 
MYP next year. The MYP presents all of the benefits and opportunities of the Primary 
Years Programme introduced recently to Junior School, including a genuine global 
outlook, focus on enquiry based learning, integration of curriculum across subjects 
and a commitment to developing responsible citizens. 

The opportunity has come about principally because changes to the IB regulations 
now allow a three-year program to be presented, enabling us to retain the Year 9 and 
10 elective structure that has been so successful.

Every bit as important, is responding to the messages delivered by our students. The 
simple request to have the library open for longer hours has been met, and in 2018 
the library will be open from 7:30am until dinner for Middle School students and for 
Senior School students until 9:00pm. It will also be open on weekend afternoons, 
especially for senior student study sessions.

Boarders will be able to take advantage of this new private or group study space 
as they like and day students will be able to sign up to a longer day option that 
enables them to have breakfast or dinner at school, complete their prep here with 
supervision support and use the tutoring available.

This year in the education landscape there has been a focus on research to find 
the right balance between teaching for skills and enabling absorption of content. 
Our ambition to develop critical consumers of knowledge who will pursue the 
understanding that breathes life into skills complements the experiential approach 
to learning that has long been at the heart of our pedagogy. It presents an implicit 
demand for students to be ‘real’ and ‘present’ in all they do and that standard should 
never be diluted.

This is an excerpt from the Headmaster's Speech Day address
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Fear is just a tool to overcome
"Like Impalas, never let fear get in your way. Learn to use fear as a good 
thing - for impalas it is survival, but for you, to achieve your dreams”

So advised this year’s Speech Day guest, wildlife researcher  
Dr Tammie Matson.

Born in North Queensland in 1977, Dr Matson visited Zimbabwe with her 
father at the age of 15, a turning point that set her on course to be come a 
wildlife conservationist in Africa by the age of 21.

In a speech where she shared her tales of staring down charges by 
elephants, being stalked by lions and dealing with swag-invading cobras, 
the overarching message was to never let fear get in the way.

"When you are training to become a zoologist you learn about scientific 
methodology, you learn how to write scientific papers, you learn about 
statistics, but one thing they don’t teach you is how to survive when a lion 
is chasing you!"

"I spent about six years studying the black faced impala for my PhD. 
Impalas are fast food for all the predators; they even have a little ‘M’ on 
their rear end. Everything eats them – everything. Now the impalas are 
out there every day, watching the herds learning how to stalk them. As 
a researcher you need to be able to kick the ground to lift up some dust 
and see which way the wind's going so you can determine if your smell is 
going to get to those impalas and scare them off."

"So I had to sneak up on them just like the lion would, so they didn’t know 
that I was there. It’s easy to underestimate this common animal which 
has none of the glamour of the lion or the cheetah, but they are actually 
one of the smartest of them all. I learnt a lot of things from the impalas, 
particularly the way they never let fear get in their way.  
Imagine if you lived with this heightened sense of fear all the time, if it 
dominated your life."

"So when I was studying the impalas, I didn’t think about the fact that I 
could also be being watched at any time by the animals that are there to 
eat the impalas."

"This is what it feels like when a lion is bearing down on the on full speed 
- you get a jolt of pure adrenalin. It hits you like you’ve just been thumped 
in the chest. And you have to make a choice at that point - you can either 
be paralysed by fear, in which case we all know what is going to happen - 
you'll be dead. Or you can decide that you could use that fear to motivate 
you on another course of action – a decision making process that can only 
happen in about half a second, to look fear in the eye, and remember that 
fears are just limitations you have set for yourself."

"I knew not to run, so I just walked. You can’t imagine how against all of 
your instincts it is to walk back to your vehicle when there is three big cats 
bearing down on you. It was the longest 30 metres of my life. Now you 
can either allow that fear to hold you back at that moment, and it is all 
over, or use it to motivate you to move forward. Find your passion, work 
hard and persevere, and confront your fears. "

Future of boarding set in stone
Given the progress of construction of the School’s new boarding house, it 
was perhaps more of a near-completion stone than a foundation stone – 
nevertheless an informal ceremony on the second last day of term marked a 
very special moment in the future of boarding at TAS.

Prior to the unveiling of the stone in the new building’s foyer by the Headmaster 
and Board Chairman, Members of the TAS company and Board Directors were 
given a sneak peak of the wonderful new facility by project manager Stewart 
McRae (an Old Boy and current parent) and Business Manager Pat Bradley. 

The first new student residence constructed at an Armidale school since the 
late 1980s, the multi-million dollar, three-storey development, to cater for  
64 boarders, is Stage One of a facility that will ultimately accommodate 130 
female students. 

At the unveiling the Headmaster thanked those who had made the project 
possible, and paid tribute to those who had ensured its construction would 
come in on time, and on budget, particularly Rice Constructions of Armidale.

The building will be officially opened on War Cries Night, Thursday 15 February, 
to ensure as many parents as possible are able to attend. 

Construction is being financed through a commercial arrangement between 
the TAS Foundation and Regional Australia Bank, with no funding coming from 
school fees paid by parents nor the Federal or State governments.

Headmaster Mr Murray Guest and Chairman of the Board Mr Sebastian 
Hempel unveil the foundation stone of the new boarding house
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Liam Treavors 
96�95

Lachlan Knowles 
98�25

Flynn Ihle 
99�45 
All Round Achiever 
DUX 

Saxon Hughes 
94�3

Samuel Thatcher 
98�4 
All Round Achiever 
Nominated for Encore

David Wu 
94�25

Jessie Digby 
92�10

Tom Wright 
93�5

Mohammed Ahsan 
92�05

Ziggy Harris 
93�9

Caton Lupica 
94�0

Imogen Gifford 
90�95

Harry Forsythe 
90�9

13 students achieved ATAR above 90

Two students on the All Round Achievers List, 
an ATAR of 99.45 for Dux Flynn Ihle, 13 students 
achieving Australian Tertiary Admission 
Rankings above 90 and 18 students achieving 
47 Band 6 results in a record 22 subjects are 
among the highlights for this year’s HSC results 
at TAS.

Flynn, a boarder from Tenterfield was named 
on the All Rounder Achievers List for Band 6s in 
Ancient History (with a mark of 97), Economics, 
English Advanced, Legal Studies, Mathematics 
and Band 6 equivalents in English Extension 1 
and History Extension. He says he is confident 
he will be accepted into his course of choice at 
the University of Queensland.

“Getting over 99 means I’ll probably get into 
Medicine providing I pass my UMAT exam, 
but I’m also quite interested in Vet Science, a 
Bachelor of Advanced Finance and Economics 
or a Bachelor of Politics, Philosophy and 
Economics which I didn’t think I’d get into – so 
I’ve got plenty to think about,” he said.

Fellow All Rounder Samuel Thatcher, who 
secured 98.4, is also looking at studying a 
Bachelor of Politics, Philosophy and Economics, 
but at Australian National University. Samuel’s 
Band 6s were in Economics, English Advanced, 

English Extension 1, Mathematics, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Music 2 and Music Extension. 
Samuel has also been nominated to perform 
Organ at the HSC Music showcase Encore at 
the Sydney Opera House in February.

“Going into Year 11 I was 
hoping for 95, so this is great. 
Feedback from teachers who 
marked practice essays and 
past papers was a great help. 
Also, a lot of us worked and 
studied together out of school 
hours and I really think that 
collaborative approach lifted 
our results overall,” Sam said.

Lachlan Knowles (Lake Macquarie) scored 
a mark of 99 in Mathematics Extension 1, 
with Band 6s also achieved in Mathematics 
Extension 2, Chemistry and Physics; while 
another talented Mathematician, Liam Treavors 

(Cudal), recorded a mark of 98 in Mathematics 
and a Band 6 equivalent in Mathematics 
Extension 2. 

Saxon Hughes (Glen Innes) secured an ATAR of 
94.3 with Band 6s in Geography, Mathematics 
General, PDHPE; David Wu (Armidale) 94.25 
with Band 6s in Economics, Mathematics, 
Software Design & Development; and Ziggy 
Harris, an ATAR of 93.9 with Band 6s in Drama, 
English Advanced, Music 2 and Band 6 
equivalents in English Extension 1 and Music 
Extension 1. Another achieving three Band 6s 
was Harry Forsythe, (Scone) in Biology, PDHPE 
and Visual Arts.

More broadly, there was a strong lift from 
Band 4s to Band 5s compared to previous 
years – reflecting an increased strategic 
focus on academic culture at the school, the 
Headmaster said. 

“The cohort as a whole has performed very 
well and met or exceeded expectations, and 
it is particularly gratifying to see so many 
students achieve at the top end across such 
a broad range of subjects. The results are not 
just a tribute to their hard work and the school 
wishes them well in their endeavours.”

Strongest HSC results in 10 years
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IB Middle Years Programme leads academic initiatives for 2018 

Following the successful implementation of the International 
Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (PYP) in Junior School in 
2016, TAS has been confirmed as a candidate school for the IB Middle 
Years Programme (MYP)� 

The focus on PYP’s globally-engaged, inquiry-based learning has 
been popular with students, families and staff and is believed to be 
one of the reasons for enrolment growth in Junior School which will 
be offering an additional Year 4 class in 2018� So it is logical to extend 
the IB philosophy to Middle School�

The MYP provides a framework for learning that encourages students 
to become creative, critical and reflective thinkers, encouraging them 
to make connections between their studies in traditional subjects, 
and the real world� Interdisciplinary teaching uses concepts and 
contexts as starting points for meaningful integration and transfer 
of knowledge across, rather than just within, eight subject groups: 

language acquisition, language and literature, individuals and 
societies, sciences, mathematics, arts, physical and health education, 
and design� 

It is no coincidence that Round Square and IB were both co-founded 
by famed educationist Dr Kurt Hahn, whose emphasis on service 
in action, international understanding and experiential discovery 
through adventure is a hallmark of both organisations�

IB MYP aside, due to the growth in enrolments, in 2018 there will be 
a fourth stream in Year 7 and a fifth stream in Year 10� This will allow 
for some subjects to be offered on more ‘lines’ and also increases 
the ability to appropriately grade classes and differentiate work� The 
Stage 5 elective program continues to be popular and in  
2018 students will be able to choose from more than 60 semester-
long courses� 

Six selected for science  
summer schools 
Six Year 11 students will be mixing it with some of the brightest minds in the 
nation when they attended various summer schools in Canberra, Brisbane 
and Sydney early next year.

Nicholas Bohlsen, Sambavan Jeyakumar, Ashini Ekanayake will be attending 
the National Youth Science Forum at Australian National University, Canberra 
from 16-27 January, while Nicholas Jackson (all above right) will be part of 
the Brisbane forum, held at the University of Queensland 9-20 January. 

Founded in 1983 initially as the National Science Summer School to 
encourage secondary school students to consider Canberra for tertiary 
education, the 12-day immersive residential camps seek to promote study, 
research and commercial applications in the fields of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM). At the forums, hundreds of talented 
young people will engage in a range of scientific, formal, personal 
development and social activities. The National Youth Science Forums are 
a project of Rotary, and the four TAS students have been sponsored by the 
Armidale North Rotary Club in order to attend.

Meanwhile Hannah Van Roy and Owen Chandler (right) will be at the 10-
day National Computer Science School, an intensive course of computer 
programming and development organised by academic staff, alumni  
and students of the School of Information Technologies at the  
University of Sydney.

“I’m looking forward to developing skills in learning how to program and 
think in a logical manner,” Owen said.

“It will be great to meet people with similar interests and get some insight 
into the way we all think about problems and the different ways we all go 
about solving them.” The school is completely residential, with all students 
staying with NCSS staff at The Women's College within the university.
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Philosopher's ponder at Philosothon
TAS students again took part in this year’s Northern NSW 
Philosothon, held on 16 November at Bishop Druitt College Coffs 
Harbour, and successfully pondered life’s bigger issues, achieving 
third place in the senior competition! 

Our philosophers were prepared well for all topics and found 
that as they became more and more comfortable with 
the  ‘community of inquiry’ style of discussion, they found 
their confidence and voice. The trick to attaining points in 
a Community of Inquiry is to be able to listen and move 
the discussion further, keeping up with the position being 
suggested. Points are never gained by students who dominate 
discussions, over- talk others, or insist that everyone must adopt 
their ideas which they have been presenting for five minutes. 
Alexander Gibson was awarded second place Philosopher’s 
Philosopher (junior division); William Almond was runner-up 
in the Most Promising Philosopher as well as being one of five 
students presented with a Spirit of Philosothon award, while 
Owen Chandler took out first prize for Philosopher’s Philosopher 
in the senior division.

More success in academic 
competitions 
Students have continued to excel in national and international 
academic competitions. Will Jubb (Year 7), Hudson McAllister (8) and 
Owen Chandler (11) each achieved High Distinctions for being in the 
top one per cent of their cohort in this year’s International Competitions 
and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) English Competition. Hudson 
also achieved a Distinction in the ICAS Writing competition, for those 
between the top 2 percent and 8 percent in each year group. 

In Mathematics, Jack Van Roy (8) has been invited to participate in the 
Australian Intermediate Olympiad having placed in the top 1 percent 
of Australian and international students in the Australian Mathematics 
Competition. Jack achieved Prize status in the competition, the highest 
level possible. Two other students achieved HDs - Aiden Swick (7) and 
Louis Ross (6) while Maxwell Guppy (7) achieved High Distinctions in 
both the ICAS Mathematics and Science competitions. 

Will Almond and Owen Chandler received awards at this year's Philosothon 

Jack Van Roy (top) placed in the top 1 percent of Australian and international 
students in the Australian Mathematics Competition, while Maxwell Guppy 
(above) achieved High Distinctions in both the ICAS Mathematics and  
Science competitions

"The trick to attaining points 
in a Community of Inquiry is 
to be able to listen and move 
the discussion further..."
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Chess team makes State final

With the departure of Year 12, a relatively inexperienced 
team stepped up to compete in the State final of the 
NSW Junior Chess League. Valedicts Harry Pollard, Liam 
Treavors, Darcy Smyth and Mike Nyathi had earned TAS a 
berth at the titles representing the north-west region in the 
competition, after wins against O’Connor Catholic College, 
Inverell High School, Calrossy Anglican School and Narrabri 
High School (in the regional final).

At short notice, Year 11 students Angus Cornall, Yannick 
Tursan D’Espiagnet, Sambavan Jeyakumar and Rowan Hey 
(Year 7) braced themselves and relished the experience, 
despite the tough competition. In the first round against 
Kandos High School TAS lost three boards to one. In the 
next round, against a very strong team from Smith Hill 
High School in Wollongong, TAS did not even get a look in, 
but the final two rounds against Merewether High School 
(Newcastle) and Kooringal High School (Wagga Wagga) 
were a little better as Angus, Sam and Rowan each had 
a win. It was an excellent opportunity for our new senior 
team to play some challenging chess, and will prepare 
them well for next year’s competition.

TAS voices soar with Gondwana

Ten TAS voices will be singing with the national Gondwana 
Choirs in January, following their auditions earlier this term. 
Chloe Davison and Felix Hruby have been selected for 
Junior Gondwana, Hannah Neilson for Gondwana Novus, 
Gondwana Singers will include Molly Dooner, Alexander 
Gibson, Will Nash and Erin Page, while Will Mackson and 
Disa Smart will be part of Gondwana Voices. Old Armidalian 
Andrew Knight (’16) will also be singing, with Gondwana 
Chorale. All singers will be attending a two-week Choral 
Camp in Sydney in January 2018. Gondwana Choirs is the 
leader in Australian choral performance and comprises the 
most accomplished young choral groups in the country. 
Auditions for selection at this elite level take place each 
year in capital cities and in Armidale, recognising the pride 
of place that the city holds in Australia’s musical world.

In other choral news, TAS Trebles went 'on tour' on 20 
November to sing for the residents of Ken Thompson 
Lodge and Autumn Lodge. The 20 Junior School and 
Middle School students (K – Year 6) entertained their 
audiences with Christmas Carols and brought festive cheer 
to the two lodges.

Croft clinches Cash Cup 
The final event in inter-House competition for the year – and the 
first for incoming House leaders – took place in the final week of 
term when Middle and Senior School students took to the stage in 
Memorial Hall for the Cash Cup. 

Presented by former Headmaster Mr Alan Cash at the time of his 
retirement, the trophy originally involved photography, art, craft and 
creative writing. Over the years it has evolved and today, involves 
specific requirements for an artwork, lip-sync movie, musical 
item and drama performance that each house must produce and 
present on a single day.

This year the Houses were each given two children’s movies that 
they had to blend together in an original way. In the end, it was 
Croft House that secured the prized trophy this year, humorously 
melding The Lion King with The Hunchback of Notre Dame (along 
with a 3D model of Croft House itself ).

Ellen Coote and Keanu Rhodes in Croft House’s winning performance for the 
Cash Cup 

Tom Hyatt and his model of Croft House

Felix Hruby, Will Mackson, Disa Smart, Hannah Neilson, Alexander 
Gibson, Will Nash and Chloe Davison will be spending two weeks in 
January singing their hearts out with the Gondwana Choirs� (Absent: 
Molly Dooner, Erin Page, Andrew Knight)�
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Podium finishes for TAS athletes at 
NSW All Schools
Months of training paid off for two young athletes 
who qualified for the national titles having had 
podium finishes in events at the NSW All Schools 
Athletics Championships in Sydney.

Eliza Ward won a silver medal in the 14 year 
girls high jump final on 13 October, leaping 
1.60 metres, smashing a TAS (girls) record in the 
process. Unfortunately the timing of the event 
precluded her from competing in the final of the 
14 year’s 800m for which she was the fourth fastest 
qualifier, having crossed the line in a national 
qualifying time of 2:21 in the heats the day before.

Meanwhile Samuel Jones, 15, came third in the 
15 years 2000m steeplechase final on Thursday 
12 October in 6:35:44, also within the national 
qualifying time. Sam also made it through to 
Sunday’s final of the 15 years 1500m, finishing in 
seventh place in 4:24:18.

Both Eliza and Sam will take up the mantle at the 
Australian All Schools Athletics Championships will 
be held at SA Athletics Stadium, Adelaide, South 
Australia in early December.

Record rowers and boats for season ahead
The rowing season got off to a fine start with a launch at Malpas Dam on 10 November. 
Drinks, a barbecue and a not-so-formal presentation of rowing suits and the signature 
flouro hats preceded an exhibition row on the water, including the unofficial christening 
of eight new single sculls kindly donated by the P&F. 

This year’s ‘shed’ includes a record number of both boy and girl rowers, with fours, quads 
and singles all to be entered in competition during the season.

Immediately after Speech Day rowers set off for a camp and regatta at Grafton, and will 
come together in mid-January for a camp and regatta at Taree. Other events include 
the King’s/PLC Regatta, Sydney Rowing Club Regatta, Schoolgirl Head of the River and 
AAGPS Head of the River on 17 March.

Eliza Ward with her silver medal

Georgie O’Brien trials one of the new single sculls at the rowing season launch

Footballers are the Team of the Year
At the Armidale District Sports Association annual sports awards in late November the 
2017 First XI was awarded Junior Sporting Team of the Year acknowledging their (fourth 
consecutive) Armidale District Football Association First Grade premiership, and also their 
sportsmanship off the field. 

The premiership-winning First XI: (back row) Liam Treavors, Fahad Alenazi, Jacob Fernandez, Emerson 
Browning, Mr Cameron Patrick, Lachlan Knowles, Luke Evans, (front) Julian Vogt, Liam Donaldson,  
Jim Orr, Harry Mackenzie, Bailey Bourke, Mr Christian Nexo, Flynn Ihle

Sam Jones mid-flight in the 2000m steeplechase
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House emblems updated 
As part of the project to streamline the House badges for the handsome banners currently on display 
in the Dining Hall (see the cover of Binghi 178), new House emblems for sporting uniforms were also 
designed. Featuring a key design element from the house badges, they have also been simplified for 
consistence, particularly for ease of reproduction in screenprinting and embroidery. The emblems will be 
phased in for sporting uniforms but are being enthusiastically adopted by the incoming Year 12s for their 
special house ‘kit’. Thanks again to the P&F and families of Year 12, 2017, for funding the project.

Cricket applause for Tom

Round Square exchange student Tom Mayes, 
from Stanford Lake College South Africa, was 
clapped off the field after making a sensational 
162 (including 13 sixes and 13 fours) for the 
First XI v Barbarians at TAS Oval on 2 December. 
A talented all-round cricketer, Tom fashioned 
a memento of his time at TAS in his Timber 
Techniques elective. Under the eye of teacher Mr 
Slade, he learned to use traditional techniques 
to shape and balance a bat from quality English 
Willow block and to string and grip the handle. 
He finished it off with laser engraving the TAS 
logo, and having his First XI teammates sign it. 
Tom is pictured with his exchange buddy Wally 
Bremner, who spent Term 3 at Stanford with Tom.

Tom’s First XI teammates will compete in 
the Independent Schools Cricket Festival in 
Toowoomba in late January.

Toby McMaster was one of 18 TAS students who competed in the NSW cross country mountain bike championships 
in Armidale in November

Mountain bikers contest State champs

A team of 18 students represented the school in the NSW Cross Country Mountain Bike 
championships at UNE on 25-26 November, the first time the State titles had been held in the 
region. As expected, the event attracted top quality riders from as far as Canberra and Brisbane 
(even though they were ineligible for the championship titles), and was hugely competitive. While 
many of these competitors have sponsors, personal training programs and have been riding for 
years, the members of this fledgling TAS sport had their work cut out for them, considering their 
season only started seven weeks earlier and there had been no local club races to help prepare 
for this level of competition. In characteristic fashion however they rose to the challenge and 
recorded solid performances throughout their entire race. Of particular note, Archie Chick placed 
third in the under 15 men with Hamish Chalmers and Joe Kermode also placing in the top ten 
in this division. Sam King placed ninth in the under 17 men’s division while Angus Apps finished 
third and Harry Graham sixth in the under 19 men’s. Not to be outdone by the students, Sovann 
Pen (gap student and coach) won the expert men’s division and Michael Harris (OA and coach) 
took out the elite men’s championship. 
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Twenty five Year 11 students gained their bush fire fighter qualifications with the NSW RFS  
New England’s Dumaresq brigade

RFS trainees Ben Hamparsum, Nick Taylor and Ryan 
Schmitt lean to put out a ‘burning building’

Sam Johnstone enjoyed paintballing  
at Buccarumbi

Surf lifesavers perform a mock rescue operation at Sawtell Will Benham and cadets during a scenario

week
ACTIVITIES

Leaping into water-filled canyons, tekking to the top of mountains, spraying fire retardant and 
reading a coastline for rips – students strapped on a growth mindset and overcame challenges 
during the school’s annual Activities Week from 25 November – 1 December.

Year 6 developed teamwork and skills at Camp Cooby near Toowoomba while Year 7 kayaked 
and camped out with Frontier Adventures at Buccarumbi. The bulk of the school’s cadet unit 
were based at Nymboida, where abseiling, canyoning and overnight treks were part of the 
routine. For the first time, Year 10 cadets (the new A Company) rotated in a three-leg challenge 
in the Clarence Valley, canoeing from Maclean to Lake Arragan, trekking from Lake Arragan to 
Sandon, and cycling from Sandon to Maclean. 

Further south, 21 Year 11 students achieved their surf Bronze Medallions spending the week at 
Sawtell Surf Life Saving Club, whilst another 25 of their classmates donned helmets and hoses, 
earning bush fire fighter qualifications with the New England RFS Dumaresq Brigade.
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Anthony Russell-Thomas gets up close with the native wildlife in a sanctuary

Regional Round Square Conference - Mongolia
Staying in traditional Gers and riding Mongolian horses was a 
highlight of a pre-conference tour for four students and two 
staff members before getting down to business at the Round 
Square Regional Conference for 13-15 year olds hosted by 
the International School of Ulaanbaatar in September. Fergus 
Menzies, Frank Perrottet, Stewart Williams and Cassidy Williams 
had their eyes opened to a lesser-known culture as they visited 
a number of traditional Sharman sites and met a traditional 
nomadic family who shared traditional meals and explained how 
they looked after their livestock.

At the conference itself, the delegation used various sports as the 
vehicle for the theme Consider, Collaborate, Communicate.

“We also got into groups and we discussed how we could make 
a difference to stop problems in our communities, we needed 
to choose a problem and we were to give a realistic solution. 
My group chose animal cruelty and we created plans to make 
posters, website and videos,” said Frank.

For their adventure day the group visited Hustai National Park 
and were privileged to see a grazing harem of the last wild horse 
in the world, the Przewalski. 

“Over all the pre conference tour gave us a general perspective 
of how amazing Mongolia is, while the conference itself gave 
us a view on how just a single action can help someone's entire 
perspective on life,” added Cassidy.

Round Square International 
Conference – South Africa
The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes, 
but in having new eyes, according to the TAS delegates of the 2017 
Round Square International Conference in South Africa, hosted by 
three Capetown schools (Bridge House, St Cyprian’s and St George’s 
Grammar). Accompanied by the Headmaster and Round Square 
representatives Mrs Anna Barnier and Mr Barny Buntine, Year 11 students 
Bonnie Bremner, Henry Hughes, Ben Louis, Kitty McPhie and Anthony 
Russell-Thomas explored big issues and the power of the conference 
theme ‘the fire within’.

The trip (23 September – 7 October) was one of contrasts: from the 
natural beauty of Kruger National Park and zip-lining in Magoebaskloof, 
Limpopo Province, to the harsh reality of poverty in Soweto and a visit 
to the Apartheid Museum. 

“The horrific reality that took place in South Africa between 1948 - 1991 
can simply not be painted in a presentation, we can only say how 
thankful we are for the notion of human progress, and the influence of 
the honourable Nelson Mandela. Our exposure to the stories of sheer 
brutality allowed us to understand that humanity can be sickening, 
however it is how South Africa was able to lift themselves out of this 
period that all can realise the power of inter-race cohesion,”  
Anthony believes.

Conference speakers inspired delegates; topics included the value of 
resilience in times of adversity, the power of mankind in determining 
the future of earth’s animals, the ability to rise even when born at 
extreme socio-economic disadvantages, and the importance of learning 
from the natural world to become the best versions of one’s self.

“Adventures like this can change your perspective of the world around 
you. It is not often that you can fully appreciate the valuable sides of 
humanity, when united, we are much stronger than you would think,” 
Kitty said.

Cassidy Williams, Stewart Wiliams, Frank Perrottet and Fergus Menzies adorn 
traditional Mongolian costumes

SQUARE
ROUND

newsROUND SQUARE
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Kayakers defy challenge 
of Hawkesbury Classic 
The blisters and muscle fatigue 
lasted for some days, but the 
memories will last a lifetime for 
the 55 paddlers in Team TAS at this 
year’s Hawkesbury Canoe Classic.

As always, the gruelling 111km 
overnight event, from Windsor to 
Brooklyn Bridge has its challenges. 
This year paddlers battled a strong 
incoming tide during the ‘graveyard’ shift in the early hours before 
dawn. However the warm and windless evening provided for excellent 
conditions overall, with faster times generally recorded. 

First home for TAS was current parent and Old Boy Duncan McDonald 
who powered a single kayak with determination, in a time of 11 hours, 
11 minutes and 45 seconds. Just over two hours later, Hannah Van Roy 
was the first TAS student across the line in 13:21:04, paddling with her 
father Peter (above) who was competing his sixth Hawkesbury. The 
next three places were also parent/student combinations, with Richard 
Marshall from Burren Junction and son Sam finishing in 13:40:56, Geoff 
and Katie Allen 14:30:13, then Tim and Henry Hughes in 14:48:16. 
Twenty minutes later Ben Louis and Nicholas Makeham crossed the line 
with Dan Lethbridge and James Wicks, as the first all-student teams to 
finish. All boats completed, with just two students unable to finish the 
full 111km.

This year's the 41st Hawkesbury, was the 37th consecutive event for 
TAS, which first entered two paddlers in 1981. The team which included 
32 TAS boys and girls, six girls from NEGS and PLC, six parents and four 
former students, was supported by a land crew of almost as many 
parents and staff who assisted them through the night. 

The TAS contingent at the completion of the Kokoda Track (l-r) Mr Andrew Earle, 
Angus Earle, Mrs Catherine Lane, George Lane, John Moore, Miss Emma Channon, 
Niall Moore, Harry Deshon, Ben Carter, Bailey Simmonds, Nicholas Corderoy, Miss 
Natalie Corderoy (front) Mr Greg Moore, Mr Tom Lane, Mr Brendon Simmons

Sacrifice, mateship, endurance, courage. The words are carved into four 
black granite pillars that form the Isavuru Memorial to Australian and Papua 
New Guineans who served and died on the Kokoda Track in 1942, but they 
also reflected the personal stories of eight students, six family members and 
teacher Miss Emma Channon as they trekked the famous route  
in September. 

Starting at Kokoda village, the group endured steep mountains, intense 
heat and mud along the 130km, led by seasoned guide Aiden Grimes, who 
shared his passion for the history of the track and the Kokoda campaign.

Every morning and night the group learnt about the particular village 
where they were staying, the stories of individual soldiers, the weaponry 
they used and the conditions they fought under. It wasn’t all tough going, 
with regular fun times with local villagers which usually always involved 
a game of touch rugby. Upon completing their arduous challenge the 
group visited the Bomana War Cemetery in Port Moresby where over 3138 
Australian soldiers were buried. 

“Kokoda was a test of the body, mind and spirit and gave everyone trekking 
it a new perspective of just how lucky we really are and the sacrifices 
made by so many,” said Year 11 student George Lane, who undertook the 
adventure with his mother Catherine and brother Tom (OA ’14).

LEGACY LIVES ON
KOKODA'S

Prefects inducted 
Pictured with Headmaster Murray Guest are the TAS Prefects 
for 2017-18: (back row, l-r) Annika Rhoades (Inverell), Nicholas 
Farrar (Armidale), Kitty McPhie (Armidale), Sam Marshall 
(Burren Junction), George Lane (Inverell), Sam Wright 
(Armidale), Anthony Russell-Thomas (Newcastle), Nicholas 
Moar (Armidale), Sambavan Jeyakumar (Armidale), (front) 
Charlotte George (Grafton), Deputy Senior Prefect Georgie 
O’Brien (Gunnedah), Senior Prefect Bonnie Bremner (Inverell), 
Senior Prefect Ben Louis (Hernani), Deputy Senior Prefect 
Henry Hughes (Glen Innes), Lucy Fenwicke (Armidale),  
Ellen Coote (Moree). Absent: Nicholas Makeham (Walcha).
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Finlay Lambeth helps his buddy with some schoolwork at St Christopher’s Orphanage, Fiji

St Christopher’s friendship continues
Sixteen Year 8 students continued a 
long relationship of service work at St 
Christopher’s Orphanage in Fiji in the 
September-October holidays, opening 
their eyes to the power of selflessness.

“We scrubbed walls and painted fences 
and their church. To be able to help the 
Sisters who run the home maintain it was 
really appreciated. We spent time getting 
to know our buddies, and learnt that you 
don’t need physical objects to be happy 
like these kids are,” said Oliver Cook  
from Moree.

The group also tendered gardens and 
painted pallets cut to size that are 
placed over windows in the case of 
cyclone. Apart from their service work, 

the students visited a nearby school and 
gave a lesson they had prepared before 
their arrival. Buddy time, which usually 
consisted of ball sports and helping with 
homework, cemented friendships. 

“We complain when we don’t get a thing 
we want, but they have barely anything 
and yet they are so happy. What really 
made a big impact was that although 
they had few material possessions, 
because they had Sisters who looked 
after them and a strong faith in God, 
they can live their lives in safety and 
happiness and know that they can wake 
up tomorrow in a safe environment and 
go to school and be an educated child in 
society,” Ethan Irvine said.

Achieving their Triple Crown for completing the 
Coffs Ocean Swim, City to Surf and Hawkesbury 
Canoe Classic are (back row l-r) Luke Vagg, 
George Lane, Nicholas Makeham, (middle) Bailey 
Bourke, Ben Louis, Anthony Russell-Thomas, PJ 
Woodburn, Kitty McPhie, Paige Jackson, Dan 
Lethbridge, (front) Angus Earle, Henry Hughes, 
James Wicks, Katie Allen, Georgia Kaynes, Lucy 
Fenwicke, Henry O’Neil. Absent: Sterling George, 
Sam Marshall, Thomas Price, Luke Rorke, Hannah 
Van Roy, Jack Waters.

Inspiring service in Thailand

Inspired by the testimonies of the operators of the Agape Orphanage and the McKean 
Leprosy Rehabilitation Centre both in Chiang Mai, Thailand, nine TAS students took the 
opportunity to make a difference during the September-October holidays�

As in past years, the annual Christian service trip involved service work at the two facilities� 
At Agape, a home to HIV positive orphans, maintenance work including painting was 
rewarded by play time with the children in the evening� (Chaplain Rev Richard Newton 
and his family spent the first six months of 2017 at the facility, helping set up a schooling 
program�)

Pruning, mowing and restoring vegetable gardens were amongst the tasks at the 
McKean Centre� This year the group also witnessed the success of the Integrated Tribal 
Development Program which works with hill tribes to grow coffee beans which they sell to 
Starbucks and through their own retail outlet� They are also improving agricultural practices 
to help lift them out of poverty and increase the life expectancy and health of villagers�

“At times the service trip was confronting, but made us all appreciate our lives in Australia 
and just how fortunate we are,” said Ellen Coote�

Triple Crown 
Recipients

Milli Krishnan and Luka Grace at work painting at Agape 
Home in Thailand
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Seussical The Musical was simply Fantoostical!
After months of preparation, the spectacle and pageantry of this 
year’s Junior School production Seussical The Musical Jr couldn’t fail 
to impress all those who saw it� Bringing together the tales of noted 
children’s author Dr Seuss, the musical also brought together every 
student from Transition to Year 5 in a fine show of colour, creativity 
and cleverness� Produced and directed by Mrs Leasa Cleaver 
and Junior School staff, the production continued a tradition of 
showcasing some of the magic of Junior School life�

School
JUNIOR
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Bike Day focus on  
safety and fun
From trainer wheels to triathletes, the focus was on bicycle fun 
and safety at Junior School’s Bike Day on 25 November.

The boys and girls from Transition to Year 5 brought their bikes, 
helmets and enthusiasm and gained practical skills, assisted by 
staff and triathletes from Senior School.

Safe braking, bridge crossings, jumps, obstacles, road rules and 
emergency stopping were popular activities, before students 
took on a buddy spinning the pedals in a side-by-side cycle 
challenge called Race your Mate, run by Armidale Bicycle Centre.

After lunch, all students took part in a triathlon, either in teams 
(from Kindergarten) or individually (from Year 2). Year 5 student 
Tom Ball was awarded the Sarah Heagney Memorial Shield for 
winning the senior individual triathlon.

Leaps for the land at Frog Dreaming
Following their interest in sustainability presented at the IB PYP Exhibition 
in Term 3 (see Binghi 178), a group of Year 5 students joined others from 
Armidale  in planting hundreds of trees at this year’s Frog Dreaming 
event, organised by a local Landcare group. Having studied the effects of 
deforestation for their Exhibition and deciding to do something about it, 
they worked with Mrs Hardin to raise $267 which was used to purchase 
trees that were among those planted at the base of Mt Duval.

Riding the bumps earns the ‘air’, 
says BMX champion
When Cam White built dirt jumps on his parent’s farm near 
Wamboin NSW as a youngster, he dreamed as big as the crowds 
he has performed in front of, around the world� However there 
needs to be an understanding of what it takes to fulfill those 
dreams, if you really want to make it happen, the champion  
rider said�

“There are the exciting peaks, but there are also plenty of 
troughs� Such as leaving your family to follow your dreams� The 
injuries and upsets you get along the way which may put you 
out of competition, or work� And even when you are in form, 
there’s always the uncertainty of a new track, or what the wind 
might do – it’s as much a mental game,” he told students at a 
demonstration prior to his appearance as guest speaker at Junior 
School Speech Day�

Now a professional BMX dirt jumper, Cam has been travelling and 
competing around the world since 2003� 

“Never give up. Give things one hundred 
per cent, win or lose, don’t leave anything 
in your bag or you might regret it later. 
If you give it your best shot, you should 
always be happy.” 

Christopher’s a code-breaker

He is only just eight, but Year 2 student Christopher Post has 
achieved a perfect score in a computer coding competition 
pitted against students who are mostly in high school. 
Christopher was one of almost 20,000 students from around the 
world who took part in this year’s National Computer Science 
School (NCSS) Challenge which is designed to develop skills 
and passion for coding (the way software programs are written).

Over the five week challenge, they learnt to code by solving 
interesting and engaging problems, with each problem 
having a higher degree of difficulty. Instead of written coding, 
Christopher was able to use a visual blockly programming 
method - sort of like a lego for coding.

Christopher also took part in an earlier GROK HTML competition 
where students had to design the look and feel of a web page 
having been given the words and pictures.

Teacher Tim Scott, who runs Junior School’s Coding Club, said 
the challenges are normally aimed at Years 5 and 6 and above 
but TAS was able to offer it to the Year 2 student.

Kindergarten trio George Drain, Layla Abu Assab and Andrian Zhang 
enjoyed the day on wheels
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An anthem composed by one of Australia’s leading 
contemporary musicians that salutes the values that TAS 
holds dear, had its international premiere at two concerts 
in Memorial Hall in October.

Paul Jarman’s piece ‘Soldier On’ was commissioned to 
capture the essence of the spirit TAS, embodied in the 
themes of service, friendship, compassion and unity. 
Paul said he was inspired to write the piece after sitting 
in Memorial Hall as the Junior School Speech Day guest 
three years ago.

“I couldn’t help but be overwhelmed by the number of 
names on the honours boards and felt there were just so 
many, they deserved a song,” he told concert-goers at the 
gala launch on 14 October, hosted by the TAS Foundation.

“From the first Old Boy to die in the Boer War to the last 
in Afghanistan, there is a story behind all of them that is 
a baton to the current and future generation of boys and 
girls at TAS, and I wanted to honour that.”

The work was created following a week-long residency at 
the school in February. 

“There would be few schools in Australia with such a 
rich military history as this, but it is one wrapped up in a 
country philosophy – rolling up your sleeves and having a 
go,”  he said.

“I was struck by the stories I heard - of school mates 
who, by coincidence, lept into the same trenches in 
Afghanistan; the letter from an Old Boy who saw his old 
teacher being shot and cradled him in his arms on the 
Western Front. But rather than being bogged down in 
history the piece also needed to reflect that same  
sense of spirit being carried forward by new generations 
of students.”

The piece, sung by TAS Massed Choirs, was the climax 
of concerts that also featured a number of his other 
compositions as well as related pieces, performed by a 
range of school ensembles.

anthem of honour
LAUNCHED AT TAS FOUNDATION CONCERT

The Massed Choirs perform Soldier On

Paul Jarman conducts a junior ensemble

Mrs Pat Seppelt, Mrs Elspeth Belfield and Mrs Libby Beasley at 
the Foundation’s gala launch

Hayley Whitehill played bagpipes
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The third TAS@Dusk brought together the wider community in 
glorious weather, at the P&F’s showcase event on 4 November.

Pigs raced, Mr Guest got dunked (again), nerf guns were shot 
in Sideshow Alley, wonderful music was played, the plant stall 
was as popular as ever – but most importantly students, staff, 
parents and friends of TAS enjoyed a relaxing evening.

Prior to and during the event the six Houses were tasked with 
fundraising to assist in bringing the pig races to the event; one 
of the first jobs for the 2018 captains who did a sterling job 
with ideas as varied as holding a silent auction for a painting by 
former staff member James White, hosting a staff morning tea, 
and detailing cars. Between them they raised almost $10,000, 
with the Pig Trophy going to Abbott House, who generated 
almost $2700 for the cause.

TAS @

dusk
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Congratulations
Hearty congratulations to Greg Cornelsen (63-70) who was inducted 
into the Australian Rugby Union’s Hall of Fame at the ARU's annual 
awards evening on 26 October� Well-deserved acknowledgement of 
a man who played 25 tests for Australia and went down in the history 
books as the first player to score four tries in a test against the All 
Blacks in 1978�

Ben Jackson (01-06) made national airways (literally) in September, 
smashing the competition to be named Triple J’s 2017 National 
Air DJ Champion� A Guyra sheep farmer by trade with a passion 
for music, the 29-year-old up against some of the country’s best� “I 
never thought in my wildest dreams that I’d be national champion 
of anything,” he told the radio station, after digging his moves to the 
electronic track ‘Better by’ What So Not featuring LPX� The video of his 
efforts on Facebook has been viewed more than 110,000 times!

Belated congratulations to David Uther (51-58) who was awarded a 
Medal of the Order of Australia in this year’s Australia Day Honours 
‘For services to the community through a range of organisations’ – 
including Winifred West Schools, Heart Research Institute and Elanora 
Country Club� David’s investiture “was a fun occasion as we became 
grandparents to twins and my sister Jan Northam had her 80th 
birthday, so we had lots to celebrate,” he said� David is pictured below 
with his wife Pammie and daughters Jenny and Alisa�

Jonathon Peatfield (97-02) and Caitlin Wilson exchanged vows on 
Friday 13 October 2017� Their wedding ceremony was held in the 
orchard paddock at the family property ‘Spring Farm’ Uralla followed 
by a reception in the old woolshed�  A number of Jono's friends from 
TAS attended the wedding festivities and Lachlan Abbott (97-02) 
was one of the groomsmen while his brother, Tom Abbott (95-00) 
and his band The Sydney Jazz Collective, belted out some incredible 
tunes� Their family and close friends helped the happy couple enjoy a 
night of amazing revelry and country hospitality� The newly marrieds 
honeymooned on the island of Boracay in the Philippines� Jonathon 
is currently working in Sydney as Partnerships Manager for Batyr – an 
organisation that focuses on preventative education in the area of 
youth mental health� Caitlin holds the position of National Director, 
Healthcare (Business & Private Bank) at the Commonwealth Bank 
Sydney�

Further to the details in Binghi 177 of four OAs who received Australian 
Honours in this year’s Queen’s Birthday Honours list: Bruce Cutler (55-
60) (below top) received his AO at an investiture at NSW Government 
House on 7 September, while James Treloar (68-73) received the Medal 
of the Order of Australia and Scott Harris (90-97) (both below middle) 
was presented with the Commendation for Distinguished Service at the 
same investiture service, earlier in the year� Meanwhile Rodrick Fayle 
(55-57) (below bottom) was presented with his OAM at a ceremony in 
Brisbane, watched on by Andrew Heap (64-69)�

notes
Old Armidalians'
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Round ‘n’ About
Three generations of the Barnier family were at TAS in September, 
when Tom Barnier (96-01), the NSW Head of Sales and Investments 
with property group Cushman and Wakefield, was the special guest 
on Valedictory Day� Proudly watching on were father David (69-74), 
a businessman in Armidale, and grandfather Bill (42-45), now retired 
at Yamba�

Binghi is back in the mailbox of Graham Bearman (52-54) after many 
years, thanks to Brett Sowerby (51-57) emailing him the link to 
the Australian launch of Paul Jarman’s commissioned work for TAS, 
‘Soldier On’ (see page 16)� Graham writes that he and Brett became 
friends in 1952 in the TAS Cadet Band, Brett on the side drum, 
Graham on the bugle – “but not very well! We marched up Beardy 
Street for the ANZAC Day parade in 1953, but I can imagine the 
cringe of the bystanders as we tried to play our best!” Graham sent 
a photo of said event, Brett with his drum nearest the camera, him 
with a bugle near the back� Graham and his wife Edith moved some 
years ago from the Central Coast to Wallerawang, not too far from 
Springwood where Brett lives, nor Lithgow, where Graham has been 
a volunteer at the Zig Zag Railway since 1983�

Andrew Heath (94-99) and Lee Reid (94-00), both based in Canberra, 
have been enthusiastically bringing together Old Armidalians living 
in or near the nation’s capital – most recently at Fellows Bar, ANU 
on 16 November� Below are pictured Callum Dillon (05-11), Ben 
Cartwright (11-14), Patrick Williamson (06-14) with Andrew and Lee� 
“It was great to have a young generation come along this time, and 
we had some lively chats about TAS teachers who have been at the 
school across the ages! We’re all keen for another event, with more 
effective advertising,” said Andrew� Thanks to Andrew and Lee on 
behalf of the OAU for their efforts�

1980s
Based in New Lambton, Newcastle, Drew Fowles (87-88) moved from 
hospitality into the construction industry 13 years ago and hasn’t 
looked back, now operating his own concreting business�  “It keeps 
me very busy and I find it very rewarding� The Engineering studies I 
started at university have certainly helped with what I’m doing now, 
but I’m pleased I didn’t go down that path in the end,”  
he writes�

Cameron Moore (83-88) remains in Armidale but is spreading 
himself professionally – thanks to the digital age! As well as keeping a 
fractional appointment at University of New England’s School of Law 
– in the physical world - he is also working remotely for the College of 
Law at ANU in Canberra, and is Associate Professor at the Australian 
National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security, University of 
Wollongong, travelling as required�

1990s
A long way from Wongwibinda, Mark Wyndham (87-93) has for 
almost a decade, operated Hoi An Motorbike Adventures in Central 
Vietnam� Mark went to Vietnam in 2003 for a holiday and to visit 
his sister (who still lives in Hanoi), but decided to stay, initially 
working for Intrepid Travel throughout south east Asia� He met his 
wife Simone (a German tourist) in 2005 and they married in 2007, 
relocating to Hoi An and a year later, setting up their company which 
specialises in motorbike/Jeep and soft adventure travel in Vietnam 
(www�motorbiketours-hoian�com and www�vietnamjeeps�com)� “We 
also have built bungalows in the mountains in this region and work 
with a ethnic minority group called the Co Tu offering cultural stays 
within a traditional hill-tribe village (www�bhohoongbungalows�
com) and promoting sustainable tourism,” Mark writes� ”Every year 
we also partner a company in Hanoi and operate a charity motorbike 
rally called Rally Indochina (www�rallyindochina�com) using the 
money raised to support Blue Dragon children's foundation anti child 
trafficking program�”

Alistair Flower (88-93) has been in the news on the mid-north coast 
of late, and for good reason� Earlier this year he was named Hotelier 
of the Year by the Australian Liquor Industry Association chosen 
by some 80 judges, and also as Hotel Operator of the Year through 
the Australian Hotels Association of NSW, recognising his success in 
turning around The Settlers Inn which was in receivership when he 
and wife Renee purchased it two years ago� Then in November in 
the Stars of the Hastings Dance for Cancer, Alistair and his dancing 
partner took out the People’s Choice Award for a routine that 
involved him getting down to his budgie smugglers – and on a more 
serious note, raising more than $31,000, taking the event’s total 
fundraising kitty to $88,000� All for a wonderful cause�

 Flora and fauna conservation issues are a passion for Dion Maple 
(94-96) who has recently returned to the mainland after 10 
years working on threatened species conservation programs for 
Christmas Island National Park� He has taken up a position as Natural 
Resource Manager at Booderee National Park in Jervis Bay Territory 
and lives nearby in the bayside town of Vincentia�

Ed Stening (91-98) and his wife Camilla have moved to Singapore, 
where Ed is Chief Digital Officer (CDO) at CMA CGM, one of the 
largest shipping companies in the world with more than 30,000 
employees, 450-odd ships, and a goal to change the future  
of shipping�
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The Headmaster, CO of the Cadet Unit LT (AAC) Angus Murray (93-
00, staff 14-) and seven cadets represented TAS at a special service 
in Tamworth on 31 October to acknowledge the role of Major Eric 
Hyman (00-03) in the Battle of Beersheba, 100 years before� They 
are pictured with MAJ Hyman's grandson Bill Hyman (73-78) who 
unveiled the plaque at the ceremony�

Having spent many years in the world of engineering, Christopher 
Brunner (94-99) is now introducing his love of STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) into programs at Sydney 
Secondary College Balmain� Returning from a gap year in England 
after leaving TAS, Christopher completed bachelors’ degrees in 
advanced science (physics, maths) and mechatronic engineering 
(space)� “I then spent a couple of years working at a biomedical 
engineering company as a mechanical design engineer making 
CPAPs (breathing machines)� I went back to uni and did a PhD that 
focussed on robotic perception systems for unmanned ground 
vehicles It was during that time I was lecturing and tutoring I decided 
that teaching was my true calling, so then completed a Grad Dip Ed 
through UNE�”

In his spare time he has competed in half iron man triathlons and 
marathons, loves cycling, used to play for and convened the all-age 
component of the Sydney University Soccer Football Club and enjoys 
spending time with his wife Priya, 18-month-old daughter Layla and 
two dogs�

notes
Old Armidalians'

...continued

reunion weekend 2018 
THE ARMIDALE SCHOOL

If you left TAS in a year ending in ‘8’ - or 2013 – then save the date 
now for TAS Reunion Weekend!

As in 2017, a suite of activities is being arranged for next year’s event, 
which again promises to bring back to TAS hundreds of former 
students and their partners� The weekend coincides with NEGS 
Old Girls’ Weekend, so get in early to book your accommodation� 
The weekend will officially kick off for all OAs with drinks and 
entertainment in the Hoskins Centre on the Friday evening – with 
reunion dinners to be held for all groups on the Saturday night� The 
40 year leavers and above will be in the Dining Hall, and those below, 
at various venues down town� 

Please get in touch with the reunion organisers listed right– at whom 
the OAU thanks for their willingness to rally the troops! 

Save the date 
The GPS Old Boys’ Unions’ Council is hoping to organise a combined 
GPSOBU reunion in Orange� The tentative date is 5 May; invitations 
will be emailed out early next year to those OAs we know from that 
region – so if you have recently moved, please email your new details 
to binghi@as�edu�au� 

Further details: Paddy Flower (62-63) on 0418 468 708�

65 year leavers:  Mrs Donna Jackson 
(02) 6776 5800  
djackson@as�edu�au 
TAS Development Office

60 year leavers:  Bruce Moffatt  
(02) 6772 0583 
bmyloe@gmail�com 

55 year leavers:  Paddy Flower  
0418 468 708 
pflower@bigpond�net�au 

50 year leavers:  Rob Busby  
0412 234 288 
robbusby@ozemail�com�au

40 year leavers:  Andrew Moore or Ross Fulloon 
0418 668 952 or 0412 740 747 
andrewmoore4@bigpond�com or rossfulloon@gmail�com

30 year leavers:  Bryn Griffiths or Nick Pearce 
0412 983 410  
brynwg@gmail�com or nick�pearce@rabobank�com

20 year leavers:  Anthony White or Andrew Cull 
0401 499 976 
Anthony�white48@det�nsw�edu�au 
Andrew@soundproperty�com�au

10 year leavers:  Jono Carrigan or Tim Williams 
(02) 6751 1388 or 0412 740 747 
jono�carrigan@gmail�com or tim_willliams9@hotmail�com

14-16 SEPTEMBER


