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Exchange program marks a milestone
in global outlook
Notions of a globally connected world proliferate to such an extent in educational
commentary today as to make them almost meaningless. The internet brings the
academic resources of the world to our fingertips, governments appear obsessed
with the comparisons made available through international testing, global events
and news appear on our screens as readily as local matters and Australians travel
more readily and easily than ever before. Yet we as a school are still consciously
looking outward and seeking opportunities for our students that go beyond the
digital and are personal, confronting and challenging. This is why we have such a
wide reaching and demanding adventure program and the appetite for it from our
students tells us that there is real value in it.
Testing the boundaries of our comfortable and connected community in northern
NSW has been a long standing ambition for us and reminders of this are highlighted
in the story of our exchanges to Gordonstoun School and others, in this edition
of Binghi. When the late Jim Graham floated the idea with the Gordonstoun
Headmaster of TAS and Gordonstoun students spending a term on exchange 50
years ago his ambition was no different to ours today. Thrusting young people into
new environments where the culture and activities are so different and where they
know no one, forces them to fall back on their own resources and reach for the best
in themselves to make a good fist of their time there. Experience tells us that all are
capable of this, but unless they are tested they will not know that and will not grow
from it. That was true in 1968 and it is equally true now. As we hear so regularly in our
assemblies from those joining us from overseas and those returning, the experience
changes perspective on the world and on what those individuals are capable of. It
is all about the growth that comes with challenge and an expression of the Round
Square motto, ‘plus est en vous’ or ‘there is more in you’.
Today the opportunities for exchange at TAS go far beyond connections with
individual schools forged by innovative and outward looking school teachers.
There are now 200 schools across five continents in the rapidly growing Round
Square community and our students have access to all of them, whether through
direct exchange, representation at conferences, class activities or service projects.
This invades and impacts our mindset as a school and expands the horizons of our
students in a way that might only have been dreamed of in the past.
Whilst not all will travel the world during their time at TAS, it is our ambition is that
every TAS student will emerge from their school years with an expectation that the
world beyond their school is theirs to explore and experience and that they will feel
impelled to contribute to it.
The Headmaster with Year 1

Round Square exchange clocks 50 years
When Year 10 student Will Benham departed to spend Term 1 at Gordonstoun School in
Scotland – whilst his counterpart from Gordonstoun Ben Clark moved into Abbott House
– the pair were continuing a tradition of exchange that started exactly 50 years earlier.
Initiated by TAS teacher Jim Graham who spent 12 months at Gordonstoun in 1967, the
opportunity for Stephen Payne (61-68) to have two terms there in 1968 was for TAS at the
time, a brave experiment. However its success sowed the seed for greater international
understanding that reflects the global outlook of the Round Square association of which
both schools are members.

news
ROUND SQUARE

“My time there went very quickly and every day I was doing something different whether
it was playing rugby, hockey, skiing, shooting or exploring new parts of Scotland,” said
Will.
“But the best thing about exchange is all the friends you make - not just from Scotland,
but from so many other places across the world, with half the school population coming
from Europe, Russia, the Middle East, Asia and even South Africa.”
The world can still be small though; one of Will’s Gordonstoun mates was a boy named
Jaimie Short, whose father Chris was a gappie at TAS when Will’s grandmother Lois
Warden was Headmaster’s Secretary.
Meanwhile fellow Year 10 students John Moore attended Marvelwood School in
Connecticut, USA, and Riley Simmons spent Term 2 at Lakefield College in Canada.

Will Benham and Gordonstoun student Jaimie Short on the
inside of the circular building named Round Square,
at Gordonstoun

“The extreme cold took a long time to get used to. I had a great selection of sports to get
involved with and I chose recreational skiing which allowed me to ski most afternoons.
During the term, I was selected to represent Marvelwood on their ski team and travel to
other States to participate in inter-school ski events,” said John.
Consistently, students report back that their exchange experience was life changing:
“At first it seems scary when you have to go to a new school on the other side of the
world, and know no-one. But the opportunity to meet new people and learn about
their cultures opens up a world that we haven’t seen before,” said Riley. “It has also made
me more independent and forced me to think for myself, which has made me a better
person back in Australia.”
Outgoing exchanges in coming months are off to Felsted College, England; Woodridge
College and Stanford Lake College in South Africa, Hackley School in New York and
Birklehof School, Germany.

John Moore (far right), from Bourke in western NSW,
exchanged sand for snow and became a member of
the Marvelwood ski team

It’s not just one-way traffic; in addition to welcoming students from a number of the
schools above TAS will welcome another from San Francisco’s Athenian School and has
so far this year hosted its first Columbian exchange student, Mariana Sanchet Calp of
Colegio Anglo Colombiano and Raghav Kapur from Doon School India.
In the words of Raghav: “Every day has been a challenge in itself, a challenge I loved
taking on. You know, coming on exchange really opens a person’s eyes. It lets you stand
back and admire the bigger picture, and makes you think how there is so much more to
explore beyond what each one of us calls home.”

Riley Stewart (right) and friends at Niagara Falls
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Fellowship shows Mr Hey has the right chemistry
Any good teacher has chemistry with their students – so it’s
perhaps no surprise that Alasdair Hey’s passion for science has been
recognised with a Fellowship from The Royal Australian Chemical
Institute.
The award acknowledges nearly three decades in education as a
teacher, author, HSC marker and exam writer and mentor.
Since 2000 he has been the state coordinator of the RACI NSW
Schools Titration Competition which each year now involves more
than 1300 senior chemistry students from more than 100 schools, at
20 university and school campuses across the state. He wrote and is
now teaching an electives course, Working Scientifically, that seeks
to engage teenage students and encourage a love of chemistry by
using programmable Arduino modules for the analysis and control of
chemical experiments.
“I loved Chemistry at school; in my final years we had a first year
teacher who entered us into the NSW Titration Competition and it
was so much fun. The competition is one of the few ways students
can compete in a non-exam style setting; it’s essentially being tested
on an experiment.”

Recently appointed Fellow of the Royal Australian Chemical Institute Mr Alasdair Hey
tutors Patrick Foster and Emily Hempel in the finer points of titration

Mr Hey is a former nominee for NSW Scientist of the Year (Leadership
in Teaching Science).

Students spread their wings
Year 11 students Ben McElory and Angus Earle (pictured right) are
literally taking their lessons to the skies, having used an innovative
subject elective to help them learnt to fly.
Angus, 17, of ‘Dingadee’ Mungindi, has gained his private pilots licence
with 60 hours in the air, while 16 year old classmate Ben, from Milroy
near Gunnedah, has already passed two exams for his commercial
licence, having achieved his recreational licence in recent weeks.
While in-flight instruction was taken at flying schools at Inverell and
Tamworth respectively, it was an elective subject that piqued their
interest. Taught by Mr Alasdair Hey, himself a pilot, Aviation Studies
is one of the most popular of 63 semester-long electives available to
Year 9 and 10 students and is giving them insight into what it takes to
become a qualified pilot.
Using a flight simulator in class, they have familiarised themselves with
aircraft instruments and the concepts of aerodynamics and airmanship,
radio communication and aerial navigation.
In collaboration with the Armidale Aero Club, students have also
performed pre-flight checks of a Cessna 172 and taken to the skies at
two Trial Introductory Flights, giving them an opportunity to sit in a
pilot’s seat alongside a flight instructor and fly an aircraft, hands on.
Theses events have also been popular with parents, who have joined
their sons and daughters for the experience.
“Flying gives you so much freedom. The Aviation elective was great for
the theory that I needed in my written exams for flying,” Angus said.

Academic
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Year 6 take in the nation's capital
Year 6 took in the sights of Canberra during a week-long excursion early
in the term, where the special focus was Democracy - one of the Round
Square IDEALS. The students visited the National Arboretum, the High
Court, the Royal Australian Mint, the Museum of Democracy, the Australian
National Gallery, the Australian Institute of Sport, the CSIRO Discovery
Centre and went up Mt Ainslie.
Despite the rigorous program, there was still plenty of energy to expend,
with a trip to the FlipOut indoor trampoline arena.
The travellers departed the nation's capital all the richer for the experience
and with a greater understanding of democracy and national identity.

all the world's a stage

FOR SHAKESPEARE CARNIVAL PERFORMERS

The Bard came to life in the Hoskins Centre on 6 June when TAS hosted
the NSW Regional Shakespeare Carnival. Students from Emmanuel
College Ballina, Moree Christian School, Duval High School, PLC and
TAS performed music, dance, duologues, an ensemble piece and even
devised their own 'mashup' of elements of his work. At the regional
titles TAS Year 11 students Will Forsyth and Michael Harrell were selected
for the State final on 1 July for an amusing duologue as Olivia and
Malvolio from Twelfth Night. While they did not win their category at the
finals – held at the Seymour Centre –they were the people's favourite
and Michael was recognised as the best performer of the Carnival. For
his prize he has been invited to join organisers Sport for Jove at the end
of the year for an internship.
Lucy Ball and Colby Hanes perform a scene from The Taming of the Shrew

Students channel great minds at da Vinci Decathlon

At the event at Knox Grammar on 24 May students competed in
teams of eight across 10 disciplines: engineering, mathematics, code
breaking, art and poetry, science, English, ideation, creative producers,
cartography and general knowledge. The overall theme for this year’s
Decathlon was The Unexpected.
The da Vinci Decathlon began in 2005 as an exciting offshoot of the very
successful da Vinci Program for gifted and talented students at Knox
Grammar School. The Decathlon is designed to celebrate the academic
gifts of Australian youth by providing a stimulating and challenging
competition run in the spirit of an Olympic Decathlon.
TAS will host the Northern NSW da Vinci Decathlon for the sixth time in
August.

Global challenge: Year 5 students Sam Strelitz, Flinders Ward, Theodore Munsie,
Iles Baker, Nicholas Thomas, Ty Schald-O’Brien, Camilla Coupland and Austin Pease
competed at the State final of the da Vinci Decathlon in May

Future proofing in Sydney
As they start planning their futures a number of Year 12 students visited
the University of Sydney and attended the Sydney Careers Expo in June.
They were also given tours of three residential colleges by former
students - Harry Forsythe ('17) hosted at St Paul's, Alex Wright ('13) and
Michael Baldock ('17) did the honours at St Andrew's and the girls were
also shown Women's College. The HSC and Careers Expo, at Moore Park,
provided students with the opportunity to discuss study or career paths
with a number of exhibitors.

Photo: Emma Channon

Star gazers, map readers, innovators, poets - 16 students from Years 5
and 6 gave their brains a good workout at the NSW final of the da Vinci
Decathlon, an academic challenge that brings together bright young
minds from across the State.

Mr Mark Taylor and Year 12 students in the Main Quadrangle at the
University of Sydney
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Service to country remembered
Anzac Day this year fell within the school holidays, however the cadet
unit’s catafalque party again represented TAS with distinction at services
at Dangarsleigh and in Armidale’s Central Park, and later at a wholeschool service on 3 May.
Guest for this year’s school service was Mr Max Tavener, Armidale RSL
Sub-Branch President, retired naval seaman (1963-84) and former TAS
staff member and honorary member of the Old Armidalians’ Union, who
spoke about the importance of remembering the fallen.
“ANZAC is not a place, nor a campaign or a war. It is not a ceremony or a
parade, either.

"The term ANZAC comes from words Australian and New Zealand Army
Corps and has transcended the physical meaning to become a spirit, an
inspiration that embodies the qualities of courage, discipline, sacrifice,
self-reliance and in Australian terms, that of mateship and a fair go. These
days we do not glorify war, but recognise the sacrifice, commitment and
unselfish devotion by those men and women who served so valiantly
for their country and what they believed in, so much so that many
unknowingly went to their deaths.
"Nor must we forget today’s veterans, the young men and women
who serve overseas carrying the spirit of ANZAC, and those who have
returned from duty in places like Afghanistan, Iraq, Solomon Island and
Timor. Let each one of us honour them all – Lest we forget.”

History for TAS Cadet Unit
Activities Day in June was an historic one for the third oldest cadet
unit in the country, with promotion to CUO ranks of the first TAS
girls after their successful completion of the leaders’ course. Pictured
are Hannah van Roy and Emily Hempel with CAPT Murray.

Mr Max Tavener (centre) with TAS Cadet Unit CO CAPT Angus Muray and
the Headmaster

Leadership, Service, Adventure
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Sancia Ridgeway, Year 10, speaks at the
NAIDOC Assembly

The role of women honoured in
NAIDOC celebrations
With the national NAIDOC Week (8-15 July) occurring during
the mid-year holidays, the school came together on the second
last day of term to recognise this important celebration of the
history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, to show respect for the traditional owners of
the land and to celebrate this significant commemoration with
our own Aboriginal students.
The theme of NAIDOC this year, ‘Because of Her, We Can!’,
recognises the importance of women in the lives of us all.
During the assembly (held after a flag-raising ceremony at the
front of the school), prominent Anaiwan elder and friend of
TAS, Mr Steve Widders, offered the Welcome to Country in his
language and recognised that the NAIDOC theme this year was
one that could be carried into everyone’s life, whether Aboriginal
or not. Year 10 student Sancia Ridgeway made that more
personal in telling her own moving story which resonated across
the audience.
The celebration concluded with a performance of three dances
by our Aboriginal students, led and explained by members of
the Gomeroi Dance Company from Tamworth who had worked
with the students over preceding weeks, and then cake with
icing depicting the Aboriginal flag was enjoyed by everyone.
Anaiwan elders Dr Dianne Roberts and Mrs Margaret Walford at the NAIDOC Dinner

The day’s commemorations concluded with the NAIDOC Dinner
in the Dining Hall for Aboriginal students, their families and
friends, where guest Dr Dianne Roberts spoke about the role of
strong women in Aboriginal culture and our Aboriginal Students
Liaison Officer Mr Clarrie Moran hosted a Q&A with students and
staff.

because of her
WE CAN

Mr Clarrie Moran introduced the flag raising ceremony
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Teams pull up their socks for mental health
On the rugby paddock, the hockey pitch, the netball court, the football
field – players from TAS pulled on a single polka-dot sock at fixtures on
19-20 May for mental health.

Photo: Rachel Harrison

The students wore the special sock to highlight their support for
the One Sock One Goal campaign from social agency Batyr which is
committed to opening up discussions about mental health, particularly
among young people. Others wore transfers of Batyr’s logo, ‘giving a
voice to the elephant in the room’.

Wellbeing
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At the start of every game, a TAS student read out a statement
acknowledging the need to have conversations about mental health to
help get rid of the stigma.
The initiative was also supported by many of the opposition teams with
many also donning the special sock, including all visiting rugby teams
from Sydney’s Cranbook School as well as members of Inverell FC who
have returned to the Armidale District Football Association competition.
The program was managed by the student Batyr Chapter, which is also
urging parents to join them in running in this year’s City to Surf. The TAS
team will use the event to highlight the importance of talking about
mental health.

Debaters state their case
If some students have become somewhat contrary, wrangled out of
simple requests with a counterpoint or have been dismantling the
opinions of others with logic and confidence, it is highly likely they
are one of a growing number of students who have been engaged in
debating. The first two terms are the busiest for this valuable pursuit
and students from Years 6-12 have taken to the rostrum at inter-house,
local and national levels.
Three teams are competing in this year’s National Virtual Debating
Competition – debating by ‘Skype’ essentially – giving students new
challenges and insights against schools from across the continent.
Just as the Year 9/10 team’s win against Melbourne’s Scotch College in
Round 3 came as a surprise, so too did their defeat at the hand of Scotch
Oakburn College, Launceston, Tasmania. They now move into the
‘second chance’ part of the competition. TAS Year 11 successfully took on
Silkwood Independent School and will face Camberwell Girls’ Grammar
next up, which is guaranteed to be a tough encounter. Meanwhile a
technical error of proposing a model for change in a comparative (rather
than policy) style debate cost the Year 12 team their Round 4 fixture
against Pittwater House Grammar, and they, too, have moved into
‘second chance’ territory.

During the last fortnight of term the inter-house debating competitions
were held, blooding newcomers and providing a mentoring
opportunity for seasoned campaigners. In the final of the Senior
competition held during the last Assembly of term Ross House
successfully took on Broughton arguing 'That employers should
have the right to access social media accounts to hire and fire their
employees’. The Middle School final was a close affair as Croft (Aff ) was
successful in its case against Green (Neg) about whether 'Advanced
Artificial Intelligence will be good for society'. The inter-house
competition involved around 60 students from Years 6-12; indeed, a
number of Year 12 students attended the Middle School final, offering
their support and inspiration.

Year 11 debaters Phebe Hunt, Jesse Streeting, Henry O’Neil and Harry Mason are
enjoying the National Virtual Debating competition

Oratory opportunity for Owen
TAS Captain of Debating and Public Speaking Owen Chandler (below)
represented the School in early May at the GPS/CAS Lawrence Campbell
Oratory Competition, this year hosted by Trinity Grammar. TAS has
competed only once before in the past 20 years in this competition, in
which speakers choose one of three topics and then have 15 minutes
to prepare an eight minute speech with no research resources available.
Owen’s chosen phrase ‘Not with a bang but a whimper’ inspired a
speech that urged action against climate change and was well received
by the adjudicators and audience alike.

The finalists in the Middle School inter-house competition were (left to right)
Jock Smith, William Swain, Mac Orr, Jamie Burford-O’Brien, William Jackson, Emily
Buntine, Jasper O’Neil (and absent, Isabel Newton)

During Term 2 TAS hosted Round 2 of the Middle School Tri-Schools’
Shield, and fielded two teams in every year group, each taking to the
floor against either NEGS or PLC. TAS students won half of their debates
across the year groups, including some first time debaters. The final
round will be hosted by NEGS in Term 4.
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shrek and friends
SWAMP THE TAS STAGE

One of the most famous love stories in recent times
about a peace-loving ogre who just wants to get his
swamp back, bubbled to the stage of the TAS Hoskins
Centre this term when Middle School students brought
to life the magic that is Shrek The Musical Jr.
Involving 40 students from Years 6-8, the production was
filled with colourful costumes and scenery that recalled
the box-office breaking Dreamworks animation movie of
2001 and the book by William Steig.
Having grown up with the movie, the enthusiastic cast,
which started rehearsing in April, took to their roles as
ogres, knights and a plethora of fairytale characters with
gusto. With its famous twist on the classic fairytale story
full of positive messages and large cast, it was an ideal
choice. Middle School students also made up lighting,
sound and backstage crew, under the assistance of the
senior members of the Tech Club. No less important
was the contribution of many parents, staff and friends
who spent hours at working bees creating the set and
costumes.

Photos by Cary Bennett
The nose of Pinocchio (Felix Hruby) grew every time he told a lie

Far left: Princess Fiona (Emily Buntine)
Middle: Clever technical work ensured Lord Farquaad
(Jack Hoppe) was characteristically pint-sized
Above: Donkey was brought to life by
Lilly-Bea Holmes-Bradshaw

Above: Donkey torments Shrek (Will Nash)
Top right: Three little pigs (Jordyn Melville,
Sophie Osman, Alex Reed)
Right: Guards (Jack McCook and Oliver Morse)
express their horror

Co-Curricular

Photo: Amelia Griffiths

Netballers shoot south
The first ever TAS netball tour took place during the
April school holidays, with nine girls joining senior
and junior footballers for a trip that developed
playing skills and personal friendships.
Their first game against SCECGS Redlands was a
great opening to the standard they were to play
against- and even with the SCECGS captain away
playing for Australia, it was a solid win to the hosts.
After the entourage crossed the state border the girls’
next fixture was against Geelong Grammar before
that night attending a Super Netball game between
the NSW Swifts and the Melbourne Vixens, the first
professional live netball game many had attended. A
local carnival at the Diamond Creek Netball complex
in Melbourne prepared the girls well for a 13-10
win over Mac.Robertson Girls High School, before
their final hitout against Melbourne Girls Grammar,
which they conceded. All agreed the tour was a
wonderful development opportunity, with player
skills improving strongly and fun adventures being
had along the way.

Nikki Yates at SCECGS Redlands

Training sessions with Sydney FC and Melbourne City and games against Cranbrook, Geelong Grammar and Melbourne Grammar schools were
amongst the highlights of a football development tour to Sydney and Victoria during the April holidays for 30 junior boys and senior boys and girls.
Kicking off in Sydney, the tour commenced with the First XI being defeated by Inaburra School, Bangor, in a CIS knockout match. A training session
with Sydney FC followed, before a friendly First XI match against a stronger Cranbrook outfit.
The development squad, made up of players from Years 6-9,
had more success against St Paul’s Grammar School, winning
2-1. That evening the TAS students formed the guard of
honour at the A-League match between Sydney FC and
Melbourne Victory FC, adorning light blue Sydney FC shirts
gifted to them by the club.
It was then off to Melbourne, with the highlight of the trip
for the First XI being a 5-3 win over Geelong Grammar,
playing on the oval in front of the school’s main building.
The development squad took part in a recovery education
session, in GGS’ Handbury Wellbeing Centre.
Both teams wrapped up the tour with matches against
Melbourne Grammar School, with the development squad
securing a 3-2 victory but the Firsts, a defeat.

A training session with Melbourne City FC was a highlight of the football tour

Co-Curricular
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Goals achieved on footballers’ Victorian tour

Creative Arts showcased at
Armidale Eisteddfod
The musical talents of TAS students and their teachers was clearly
evident at the month-long Armidale Eisteddfod, held at UNE’s
Lazenby Hall and at the Old Teachers’ College.
In addition to the 26 individuals and six ensembles who performed
in competitive sections, were a number of other students, staff and
groups in non-competition events.
Of all the successes, particular congratulations are due to four
students who won championship events, the highest individual
awards: Disa Smart (New England Strings Championship 13-15 years),
Toby Bauer (Overall Best Composition), Josiah Alcorn (Senior Speech
and Drama Championship having won the junior championship
for the past two years) and Jasper O’Neil (Voice New England
Championship 12 years and under, for the third year in a row).
With half of its members coming from Middle School, the TAS Big
Band was awarded the New England Music Teachers' Association
Perpetual Shield (and $200) for the Open Instrumental Group section
at Eistedfodd Band Night. The month-long Eisteddfod wrapped up
with the gala concert, which featured TAS Big Band, Jasper O’Neil,
Mila Downes and Alexander Gibson (who sang solo with New
England Singers).
Further, TAS entered the New England Dance Eisteddfod for the first
time this year, with students Sarskia Clark, Samantha Crossle, Hannah
Quilty and Lydie Taylor achieving a first place – a history-making
moment for the girls and their dance coach Ms Jane Chivers.

Toby Bauer, Josiah Alcorn, Jasper O’Neil and Disa Smart all won
championship events at the Armidale Eisteddfod

Swimming Honours

Sam awarded for Olympic spirit
Inspired by the efforts of a national hockey great, Sam Wright is a
recipient of an Australian Olympic Committee Pierre de Coubertin
(PDC) award for demonstrating values which are consistent with
the Olympic movement through participation in sport.
Sam, the TAS Co-Captain of Hockey, played for NSW at the under
18 Australian hockey championships in Launceston in March, and
in June was named in the state’s under 21 squad.
As part of the awards process nominees had to also write a literary
submission about an Olympian role model. Sam chose former
Australian men’s hockey captain Mark Knowles who has played at
three Olympics including winning gold at Athens in 2004 and was
crowned International Player of the Year in 2014.
Sam was presented with his award by 2018 Winter Olympics
Australian snowboarding silver medallist Jarryd Hughes at the
NSW PDC Academy Day in Sydney on Friday 29 June, where
recipients took part in a workshop about the Olympic movement
and heard the personal stories of two athletes who had made it to
this level.

Photo: AOC

Co-curricular Colours and medallions recognise student achievement
in many fields, but the highest co-curricular award - only occasionally
granted and only able to be awarded once to a student - is Honours,
for students who have achieved at national level. So it was entirely
fitting there was a standing ovation from students and staff when
two swimmers were acknowledged for their achievements this term.
Jesse Streeting was presented with Honours for Swimming for results
including a first place at NSW State age championships, a second place
at CIS and 15th at the Australian Age championships. Having been
awarded Honours last year, Lucy Fenwicke was also recognised for her
efforts at the Australian age championships.
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sydney boys' visit
AN ANNUAL HIGH-LIGHT

It was city versus country in rugby, football, basketball and tennis
matches when around 150 students from Sydney Boys’ High made
their annual pilgrimage for sporting fixtures against TAS on 22-24 June.
History was probably made in the gymnasium on the Friday night
when a TAS junior VIII defeated High in basketball, the first time anyone
could remember the hosts taking out a game.
The victor was reversed in the Opens, with a solid win to the visitors
67-38. On the tennis courts junior and senior fours played singles and
doubles, with High winning all but two juniors’ singles matches.

Co-Curricular
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A TAS Year 12 Football XI defeated High’s Third XI 6-1 but the under 15s
High came away with the points 2-4. In the lower rugby grades TAS
took out the 13s (34-19), 14s (40-17) and 15s (64-5) with High securing
the 16s, 17-22.
An exciting footrace relay the length of Backfield made up of a runner
from every age group was narrowly won by High, but TAS took out the
Third XV (29-0) and Second XV (19-7) before the fixtures culminated
in the First XVs of each school meeting in the third round of the GPS
Third Grade competition, with the hosts securing a 12-3 victory. It was
a welcome win, following defeats to The Scots College and St Ignatius
College in previous weeks. Overall TAS won the bulk of the sporting
matches against High to retain the Hannon and Harris Cup.

Ribbons at Dubbo

Photo: Michael Ball

Three bulls and eight students represented TAS at the 57th Annual Dubbo National Herefords Australia Bull Show and Sale in early
June. In tough conditions the students did a terrific job in preparing the bulls for this most prestigious event on the Hereford show
and sale circuit, being rewarded with three 4th place ribbons in various classes from the first junior class to the last senior class.

Pictured with the bulls are Samuel Atkin, Harry Chalmers, Sam Skipper, Tom Scifleet, Lucinda Ball, Lachlan Carter, Samuel Coombes and Ben Burwell.

Hockey strength on show at club day
Hockey is the fastest growing sport at TAS and with 16 teams from
under 9s to Opens, the TAS Hockey Club is the largest club in the
New England competition. The growing sense of community within
the school’s hockey fraternity was evident at the TAS Hockey Club
day in late June. On the field there was plenty of action whilst off it,
the club ran a barbecue, cake stall and raffle, with all proceeds going
to the Year 12's charity Childhood Cancer Support.
Just days before, co-captain of hockey Sam Wright was named in the
NSW under 21s team – worthy recognition for a player who has put
so much effort into the game.

Lily Etheridge keeps her eye on the ball for TAS in a 2nd Grade women’s match
against NEGS on club day
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equestrians

SADDLE UP FOR DUTIES

From showjumping to polocrosse, flagging and bending to
campdrafting and the unique sport of Horseball – 14 TAS equestrians
had a wonderful time at the annual North West Equestrian Expo at
Coonabarabran in early June. Among the team highlights was success
for TAS Polocrosse 1 (Tim Finlayson, Tom Hamilton and Cameron Frear),
runners up in the Division 1 A grade final losing 3-2 against Calrrossy,
and TAS Polocrosse 2 (Michael Paull, Hamish Pearce, Gus White) runners
up in the Division 1 B grade final against Kinross Wolaroi School.

Outstanding individual achievements included Oliver Ledingham taking
our reserve championships for the 13 years Boys Highest Point Score;
Open 105 cm Showjumping and Open Combined Training. Michael
Paull, Gus White and Oliver Kearney all came home with blue ribbons.
Meanwhile Tom Hamilton and Cameron Frear have both made the
NSW U16s team to compete at the National titles in Perth in the Term 3
holidays and Tom has also been selected for the National Junior team
which will compete at the Narrabri Junior Challenge in July.

Photos: Renata Davidson

Outstanding individual achievements included Oliver Ledingham
taking our reserve championships for the 13 years Boys Highest Point

Jack Davidson clears the bars for TAS

Team TAS at this year’s North West Equestrian Expo

Co-Curricular
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Michael Paull takes the ball in the polocrosse

TAS tourists return with Kiwi wins under their belts
A win against the school that has produced the second highest number
of All Blacks was among the highlights for dozens of rugby players from
TAS that visited the land of the Long White Cloud in the July holidays for
a rugby development tour.
The 46-man squad of under16s and Year 11 Opens players gained
insight from their action on the field and in specialised training sessions
with elite level coaches during the 11-day visit.

It was to be a similar outcome two days later in the final matches
against Shirley Boys High, with the Opens showing some class on the
paddock to finish with a 36-17 flourish while the 16s encountered a 1257 loss to a physically much larger side.
Just as important was the growth in skills and teamwork throughout the
tour. They experienced training sessions with elite level Canterbury and
Crusaders coaches, had breakfast with All Blacks Sam Whitelock, Codie
Taylor and Jack Goodhue, attended a Super Rugby fixture between
Crusaders and Highlanders and enjoyed a range of adventure activities.

Photos: Nicola Jones

Having kicked off the tour with training sessions at the Queenstown
Event Centre at the foot of the Remarkables mountain range, the first
fixtures were held at Cromwell, north of Queenstown on 1 July, with the
TAS 16's defeating Cromwell College 38-19 and West Otago U18s taking
the honours against the Opens, 44-31.

Fortunes were reversed in the second set of fixtures against
Christchurch Boys High, played two days later in the late afternoon crisp
Canterbury air in fading light. The Opens stepped up with a 33-20 win
over the rugby nursery, which has produced 46 All Blacks. The 16s found
it tougher, going down 12-40.

Under 16s captain James O’Brien led his side to victory against Cromwell
College

Joe Baker had a fantastic time on tour

Photos: Alix Goudge

Rugby girls hit the paddock
Proudly wearing the blue and white, a senior and junior
team are representing TAS in the Armidale junior girls’
rugby 7s competition held at UNE on Friday nights. While
they have encountered some tough matches and big hits,
they all come up smiling ready for their next games.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

The world comes to Junior School
on Activities Day
Internationalism was the Round Square focus of Activities Day
in Junior School in June and students were utterly engaged
throughout the day with a wide range of activities and
presentations that opened up the world to their ears, eyes and
taste buds!

Connor Ryan, Mila Wright and Harriet
Coupland dressed up for the occasion

With lessons on Japanese anime, making pizza while learning
Italian words, sampling the food and culture of Saudi Arabia,
locating the countries in the football World Cup and 'making'
totem poles and didgeridoos, there was lots of fun and a better
understanding of the world we live in. A particular thanks to the
special guests who made it such a successful day.

Mr Rad Mlshammari, father of Azoz, Abud and
Maitha made bookmarks featuring each Junior
School student’s name in Arabic

Harry Brownlie and Josiah Baumgartner look
up countries competing in this year’s football
World Cup

Students come to grips with concepts of leadership
Ty Schalk-O’Brien, Lachlan Litchfield, Millie Coupland, Flinders Ward,
Paige Sutton and Sam Strelitz accompanied Mr Portell to the annual
GRIP Leadership Conference for Primary Age Leaders at the Armidale
Ex-Services Club on Wednesday 9 May.
Looking for inspirational ways to demonstrate that leadership is an
action, not a position, the Junior School house leaders engaged with
students from across the New England and North West in a range of
seminars and collaborative activities. The aim of the conference was to
equip students with practical strategies to make transformative change,
whilst considering the needs of the student body and the effectiveness
of leadership initiatives.

Photo: Alex Portell

One important message throughout the conference was the ability
of all students to show elements of leadership based on the positive
choices they make and the integrity they show when dealing with their
peers and teachers. These ideas align well with many of the PYP Learner
Profile Attributes, such as being Principled, Caring, Open-minded and
capable Communicators.

Goals: (back) Ty Schalk-O’Brien, Millie Coupland, (front) Sam Strelitz, Paige Sutton,
Flinders Ward and Lachlan Litchfield at the GRIP Leadership conference

Junior School
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The leaders and the SRC were quick to set the example and within
weeks were instrumental in organising the Junior School Australia’s
Biggest Morning Tea, where staff from across the school, parents and
students donated a gold coin for the Cancer Council initiative.

PYP moves out of the classroom
With inquiry-based learning a key platform of the IB Primary
Years Programme, Junior School students often step out of their
classrooms and explore the campus for a fresh perspective on their
areas of focus.
For Year 1, the Central Idea 'Communities provide services to meet
people's needs' was an ideal opportunity to learn more about the
TAS community.
“What do you do at work each day?”
“What made you want to be a Headmaster?”
“What do you like about your job and what don't you like so much?”
were some of the tough questions students asked Mr Guest, who
took them to see some of the services at TAS including IT, the
Medical Centre and the Year 12 Study Centre.

Mr Guest takes Year 1 students on a tour of TAS – or is it the
other way around?

As part of their IB Units of Inquiry for Year 2 and 3, Mr Hughes
donned his old TAS Norfolk Jacket and gave a potted history of TAS
with particular reference to how some things stay the same, some
things change completely, and other things adapt and find a new
purpose. After a slideshow of photos from past and present the
students went on a tour which included seeing how boarding had
changed right at the top of Tyrrell House, climbing up a 'secret' spiral
staircase to former Seniors' studies and looking at how the use of
some buildings has changed over time.
Meanwhile, Year 4’s IB Unit of Inquiry 'How the World works' involved
investigating the Central Idea being 'humans use their knowledge
of materials to suit their needs'. As part of their focus Year 11 Textiles
students and Miss Channon taught the Junior School students
felting with the engagement between the senior and junior students
was just as meaningful.

Sophia White and Elli McRae make felt

Thanks, Mum!

Fireman Steve gives students a thrill

Hand massages, painting finger nails, making cards, sharing dress
ups in a fun photo booth and baking heart-shaped bikkies - just
some of the ways our Junior School students showed their love for
their mothers and significant others at the Junior School Mother’s
Day luncheon on 11 May. It was wonderful that there was such a
large gathering on hand to enjoy the fruits of the children and their
teachers.

Photo: Cressida Mort

Photo: Tania Hardin

Year 1 hosted a visit from Steve McWhirter and his crew from the
Armidale Fire Department this term and all the students were
intrigued by the fire truck and what Mr McWhirter had to say. The
children learned about the role of the Fire Brigade in our community,
fire prevention and what they should do in the event of a fire. Many
questions were asked that linked to their PYP concepts: Change
(What changes each day for you as a fireman?), Perspective (What
do you like and not like about your job?) and Causation (What made
you want to be a fireman?). The students were pleased that they got
to see inside a fire truck when it wasn’t an emergency.

Marcus Robb, his mother Fiona Robb and Fiona’s mother Janice Browning had fun
at the photobooth at the Mother’s Day event
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TAS FOUNDATION

launches bequest society

Pictured attending the launch of the Foundation’s Bequest Society are (standing, l-r) John Grant, Antony Deakin, David Uther, Campbell Anderson, Pip Warrick, Andrew
Murray, John Wakefield, David Fenwicke, Duncan McDonald, Pat Bradley, (sitting) Dick Hodgson, Cressida Mort, Luci Rafferty, Murray Guest, Joanne Guest, Wally Broun and
Jock Hudson

From the School’s earliest days, the TAS
community fostered a culture of philanthropy.
Indeed its very origin was an act of
philanthropy by the 47 individuals who, in the
1840s, provided seed capital that ultimately
enabled the citizens of northern NSW to have
a “school of their own” which opened with just
24 students in 1894.

To allow the School to honour and
acknowledge, in their lifetimes, those who
have pledged to leave a bequest to the School,
the TAS Foundation last month launched the
TAS Bequest Society.
Membership to the Bequest Society is open
automatically to anyone who has indicated
their intention to remember TAS in their will.

Over the course of its history, the proud and
committed TAS community has endowed the
school with signifcant building projects and
a corpus of scholarships and bursary funds
which have created the magnificent school
that exists today and enabled students to
attend who may not have been able to do so
othewise.

As VIPs of the School, it is anticipated that the
Bequest Society will hold an annual dinner
with the Headmaster and special invitations
to school events will be arranged. Publication
of Bequest Society members in some TAS
publications will serve to acknowledge our
donors and may also encourage others to give.

If you are aleady leaving a Bequest to the
School or are considering doing so and would
like to discuss your wishes and ideas then
please call Cressida Mort on 0417 271 835 or
email foundation@as.edu.au. All discussions
with the School about donations and
bequests are treated with strictest confidence.
Information about how to leave a bequest to
TAS in your will and examples of suggested
wording is available on the TAS website at
www.as.edu.au/foundation

The P&F turns 80
The Armidale School Parents and Friends Association is 80 this year! During its rich history the association has raised hundreds of
thousands of dollars which have provided resources and opportunities for students at TAS. To celebrate this amazing milestone and
recognise the hard work so many people have put in over the years, a special event will be held on 1 September. Anyone interested
in being involved in planning this function please contact P&F President Mrs Rachael Nicoll on nicollfamily1@gmail.com

Foundation
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Congratulations
Legal accolades for John Wakefield (71-76) who was awarded Australian Arbitrator of the Year in the Australasian Law Awards on 17 May.
Specialising in Arbitration and Mediation, John is chair of Holman
Webb and also leads the firm’s Dispute Resolution Group in Sydney.
John is a fellow and past president of the Australian branch of the
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and a fellow of the Australian Centre
for International Commercial Arbitration, and was last year elected to
the Board of Trustees of CIArb as member for Australasia. Since 2016
he has been Chair of the board of the Australian Disputes Centre.
John's connection to TAS remains strong and his expertise is valued
at governance level, being one of four TAS Foundation Members of
the The Armidale School company.

A prolific chronicler of the history of Bathurst and President of the
Clan MacRae Society of Australia, Alan McRae FAIHA (64-69) was
presented with a New South Wales Government Citizenship Award
earlier this year by Paul Toole, State Member for Bathurst, representing the Premier of New South Wales Gladys Berejiklian. Alan is involved with a number of community organisations in Bathurst, which
named him its Citizen of the Year some years ago. After 50 years in
retail (initially with the family store in Uralla), Alan retired in 2011 but
keeps himself very busy writing articles for the Western Advocate,
producing newsletters and other publications and puts together a
radio segment about local history. In 2015 Bathurst Regional Council
named him one of 200 ‘Living Legends’, honouring all recipients with
a tree with their name below, in a special avenue – the same year
he researched and supplied the material for an 84 page newspaper
supplement to mark the city’s 200th anniversary.

The bars literally keep rising for equestrian Rowan Willis (92-97), who
won Derby Day, the final event at the prestigious Spruce Meadows
‘North American CS1*’ at Calgary, Canada on 8 July. Jumping on
Everse W, Rowan competed in the 1.45m event for the first time and
incurred only one time fault, completing the course with the only
clear round this year (and one of only 21clear rounds in the event’s
history). "All the hard work paid off and it was a great stage for it to
pay off on," Rowan told the media. The tournament is well-recognised
and attracts a wide array of athletes and their horses from around the
world. Nineteen competitors from nine different countries competed,
Rowan being the only Australian.
David Cotterill (92-97) has been in touch to let us know about his
marriage to Victoria Cook from the UK, on 12 January 2018. The
Whale Beach wedding was attended by numerous OAs, most notably
Edward Stening (91-98) who acted as best man. David and Victoria
are now living in Newcastle where David is a project manager for APP
Corporation, building and upgrading rural hospitals throughout
NSW.

The wedding of Ben Mingay (92-95) and Kirby Burgess in a ceremony
in Sydney’s Centennial Park on 9 February was a glamorous affair
that, like the musical theatre couple, included plenty of drama. On
the way to the wedding Ben’s 1977 Jaguar XJ6 died, leaving it in the
hands of a couple of his groomsmen while Ben caught a cab with his
father, delaying the start of the wedding in front of 140 guests including many actors and performers. At the reception at Royal Randwick
Racecourse Ben and Kirby, who met six years ago while on a touring
production of An Officer and a Gentleman, entertained guests with a
duet ‘Up Where We Belong’ from the show. The couple had their honeymoon in Bali before resuming their creative commitments. Among
the groomsmen were OAs Justin Copeman (90-97), Rafe Ritchie
(96-97) and Stewart Woodhill (92-97).
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Hearty congratulations to 2017 leavers Samuel Thatcher (04-17) and
Tom Wright (08-17) who were presented with their Gold Duke of
Edinburgh awards by His Excellency General The Honourable David
Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d) Governor of New South Wales, at Government
House on 29 May. The awards are the culmination of years of
achievement for Samuel and Tom in the areas of co-curricular life,
leadership, service to the community and adventure. TAS was one of
the first Australian schools to introduce the Duke of Edinburgh Award
scheme and the pair are proud that the tradition continues.

Condolences
William Bloxsome (Bill) Hughes OAM (41-43), who died on 11 April
2018, relished his eras of involvement with TAS which spanned more
than 70 years. As a student he enjoyed plays, tennis, drumming in the
cadet band, singing in the Chapel Choir and sneaking out with his
mate John Carver (39-43), riding their bikes to the North Hill studio
of radio 2AD where they helped choose records for the announcer
and then return before they were ever missed. As a student during
World War II he witnessed the student population almost double
from 1941-1942 with the fear of attacks on Sydney and with his
schoolmates dug trenches on front field. Decades later he became a
stalwart performer in 11 TAS Music Halls in which Jim Graham (staff
56-99) would often cast him as a manservant or elderly guardian
with a secret, most memorably as a stitched up butler who got to
finally reveal his true identity by a five minute drum solo. In the 2007
Queen’s Birthday Honours Bill was awarded an OAM for his services
to the community, contributing particularly to the agricultural show
movement, Arts Council, Anglican Church, Apex and Historical Society. He is survived by his wife Tig, sons Tim (78-82 and current staff )
and Mark (82-86), daughter Anna, and six grandchildren, including
Saxon Hughes (13-17) and Henry Hughes (Year 12) whose activities
at TAS he followed with great interest.

Colin Duff Clift (43-48) passed away on 23 May 2018. Colin came
from Guluguba, Qld when at TAS, where he was Captain of the School
(Dux) in his final year. Much of his working life was spent at ‘Yandarlo’,
Tambo. In later years he and his wife Ethel moved to Toowoomba
where they retired. Our thoughts are with the family; thanks to Rob
Mitchell (58-64) for letting us know.
Sidney Brian Harbison (42-46), late of ‘Cowell Park’ Mooball passed
away on 17 May 2018. Family and friends remembered Sidney at a
service at Murwillumbah on 25 May 2018, at 10.00 am.

Old Boys launch rugby season
One was known as Moose, the other, as Mouse – and together two
Old Boys who wore the green and gold for their country officially
kicked off the TAS rugby season on 11 May. Adrian ‘Moose’ Skeggs
(78-82) –nicknamed for his massive frame when he arrived at TAS
from Lord Howe Island aged 14 – played professionally for NSW, the
Qld Reds and donned the green and gold for Australia as a Wallaby
tourist against Canada in 1993, and is the only rugby player from Lord
Howe Island to represent Australia in the sport. The former tighthead
prop is currently the Australian Convenor of the Rugby Business
Network which brings together senior business people with a passion
for rugby.
Michael Forsythe (81-86), who inherited his brother’s moniker
‘Mouse’, was a nippy halfback who in his final year toured with Australian Schoolboys in New Zealand, went on to play for Sydney University, the Australian under 21s in 1989 then Northern Suburbs and
finally Colleagues, which won the Judd Cup premiership in 1996.
Both inspired the current Opens players with their reflections on the
sport and spirit of rugby, and how it helped develop character on and
off the field. The official launch followed a match against Farrer
Memorial Agricultural High School and was on the eve of home
fixtures against Sydney Grammar, which TAS won 24-6. Mouse and
Moose are pictured with TAS First XV coach and former Western Reds
player AJ (Adam) Whalley.

Of the same era at TAS, Alan Smith (42-44) passed away suddenly
on 19 May 2018 whilst holidaying in New Zealand. Alan and his
late identical brother John (42-44) were sent from Newcastle to
TAS as a refuge from the threat of war. They adapted quickly to
boarding school despite the cold and the privations of wartime
– playing rugby, swimming and gymnastics but were forced to
return to Newcastle to finish their schooling when their father died.
Alan trained as an industrial chemist before joining the 21st Field
Regiment of the Royal Australian Artillery of the Army Reserve and
having a military career overseas. Returning to Australia in 1955 he
commenced a lifelong career in the steel industry with BHP and his
interests included flying, sailing, golf and writing, particularly the role
of Artillery in battle. He is survived by his wife Jenny, children Andrew,
Patsy and Belinda and their families.
Photo: Armidale Express
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Round ‘n’ About
1950s
In advising us he has moved from one part of Tamworth to another,
Ronald (George) Cowen (51-54) has shared some news of his three
sons. Brian (76-79) lives in Newcastle and works in the steel industry,
Stuart (77-80) is a computer programmer in Sydney, while Roger (8489), is a transport worker and lives in Melbourne with his wife Rachel
and five children.
Bachelor Business is the title of the first in a series of memoirs of
international businessman and bon vivant Michael Burnett (5055). Chapter 2 is a 24-page account of his time at TAS and gives an
extensive glimpse of life at school at the time – from the 6am rises,
early morning calisthenics and daily parades, to movies in Big School,
anti-tank gun training at cadet camp and social interactions with
the girls’ schools- culminating in his appointment as Senior Prefect
in his final year. The book is available for purchase from Novel Idea
Bookshop in Toorak (novel.idea@optusnet.com.au); a complimentary
copy will also be sent to any OA who donates more than $500 to any
of the TAS Foundation’s appeals.

1960s
Having fallen off the mailing list, Rob Tomlinson (60-64) got in touch
to let us know he has moved from Gordon Park to another Brisbane
suburb, Wilston. Rob is still working at Brett’s Timber and Hardware in
Newmarket: “I always loved woodwork at school and afterwards did
carpentry and joinery but never worked in that field professionally. I
had 35 years farming at Gunnedah, before coming up to Queensland
some years ago,” he said. “I really love the work and the business is
going very well.”
In his own words, Robert Evans (60-64) “has the best of both worlds”,
dividing his life between semi-retirement in Roseville Sydney where
he and his wife are close to family and semi-work at Dalby, Qld.
Rob says he started agronomy in the early 1980s, including stints of
farming and buying and selling land. “After the turn of the century
I was offered a job managing seed production in Queensland for
a seed supply company and it hasn’t stopped, checking cropping
land in Queensland and New South Wales for its suitability for seed
regeneration for their various seed merchants. I cannot get the
country air out of my system, although seasonal unpredictability is
making the rural way of life more challenging these days.”
1990s
While at TAS James (Seung Cheol) Lee (91-92) had a love of mathematics, leading him to study accounting at a university in the United
States, graduating with a degree of accounting. “I’m working as a CPA
in southern California and have also become a US citizen. Unfortunately I have not been able to stay in touch with anyone from TAS
since I am neither in Korea or in Australia, but TAS has and always will
have a fond place in my heart and I hope to visit it again one day.”
Nice to hear.

Save the date
OAU Sydney Branch AGM
Club Willoughby, 26 Crabbes Ave Willoughby 30 July 2018
6.30pm
GPS OBU Ecumenical Church Service
The King’s School, 19 August 2018 10.00am
GPS Old Boys Golf Tournament
This year’s GPS OBU Golf Day will be held on Thursday 30 August
2018 at Manly Golf Club. John Steuart ( 61-65) is kindly
organising the TAS team; if you would like to take part please
contact him at johnsteu@bigpond.net.au or mobile
0422 860 606.
GPS Gold Challenge
The excitement is mounting for this year’s GPS Gold Challenge in
Sydney on 12-13 October. This fantastic sporting and social event
is held every two years for Old Boys aged around 50, the 2018
event being for those GPS Old Boys who finished Year 12 in 1985
and 1986.
Contacts - 1985 leavers Warwick Butt 0422 657 677
warwickbutt@nbnco.com.au
1986 leavers Mal Gill 0450 901 292 (Mal.Gill@gwf.com.au),
Michael Brown 0430 827 363 (michael.d.brown@cushwake.com)
or Stuart Clayton 0421 081 041 (s.clayton@modiano.com.au).
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OAU APPEAL

a gateway for the future

The busiest entry onto the TAS campus is via Chapel St – and to
commemorate the School’s 125th anniversary next year the Old
Armidalians’ Union is proposing a suitable set of gates as its project
to mark the occasion. Designed by the School’s long-time architect
Antony Deakin, the gates will echo the entryways from Douglas, Barney
and Mann Streets whilst providing safe heavy vehicle and pedestrian
access. This $40,000 project will give a substantial facelift to a part of the
campus that is increasingly becoming the main entry to TAS for so many
in the wider community. An architect’s plan of the gates can be seen
below.

Old Armidalians are encouraged to donate to this appeal which is being
managed by the TAS Foundation. Already one generous Old Boy has
offered to donate most of the bricks required, but there’s plenty more
to raise to make this anniversary project a reality. All donations fully
tax-deductible. For more information contact Director of Development
Ms Cressida Mort on (02) 6776 5800, or visit www.as.edu.au/community/
foundation/annualgiving/ and follow the links.

TAS Reunion Weekend 14-16 September – Book now!
The bookings are rolling in for TAS Reunion Weekend, so if you haven’t done so already, get cracking now! Just added to the program and
commencing the weekend’s festivities will be Passing Out Parade, to be conducted on Adamsfield (formerly Frontfield) on Friday 12 September
at 2.00pm. Always a spectacle, the ceremonial parade culminates in a salute from the entire cadet unit to the departing Year 12 cadets who
slow-march past the unit before leading them off the ground.
The OAU is also delighted to announce that our guest at the Union Dinner on Saturday night in the Dining Hall (also the main reunion dinner
for all 40 year leavers and above) is Mr Robert (Bob) Grant, President AAGPS and author of the official history of the association. An Old
Sydneian (52-59), past TAS teacher (64-67), and former Shore Headmaster (‘84-03), Mr Grant is sure to provide interesting and amusing insights
into the history of GPS.
The official opening takes place with drinks and entertainment in the Hoskins Centre on the Friday evening, immediately following OA v
School hockey (at UNE), swimming (in the Swim Centre) and prior to a debate between 20 year leavers and the School.
The most current schedule for the weekend can be found on the back page of the cover sheet and will be kept up to date on the Old
Armidalians Facebook Group page (if you’re on Facebook and not a member, click on the site and ask to join); on the OAU website (www.
tasoau.com.au) and the TAS website (http://www.as.edu.au/community/old-armidalians-union) where bookings can also be made to the
various reunion dinners.
Don’t hesitate – book now! For more information contact Mrs Donna Jackson at TAS on (02) 6776 5800.
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