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QUESTION ONE  
THE EVOLUTION OF AUSTRALIA 
THE TASK          10 MARKS 
Since the 1500s, cartographers have been fascinated by the mysterious southern continent, 
Terra Australis. Today, we know it better as Australia. However, we are only familiar with 
the modern depiction of Australia on the world map, whereas throughout history our country 
has been envisaged very differently. 

Your challenge, therefore, is to examine the antique maps of Australia presented below and 
identify the order in which they were produced, from oldest to newest. 

MAP ONE  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAP TWO 
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MAP THREE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MAP FOUR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAP FIVE 
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MAP SIX 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAP SEVEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAP EIGHT 
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MAP NINE 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAP TEN 
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ANSWERS 

YEAR MAP NUMBER 

1542 EIGHT 

1659 NINE 

1726 FIVE 

1756 TWO 

1790 ONE 

1804 SIX 

1820 SEVEN 

 1827  TEN 

1835 THREE 

1840-1860 FOUR 
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QUESTION TWO  
I THINK I SAW A GHOST 
THE TASK          15 MARKS 
Bustling, high-tech cities are the epicentres of 
humanity today. However, this has been at the 
expense of many other locations of previous 
importance. For reasons such as natural 
disasters, war and the closure of mines, the world 
is dotted with ghost towns across all continents. 
While many of the buildings and infrastructure in 
these towns remains, their inhabitants and stories 
are now distant memories.  
 
Using the map on the following page, your job is 
to plot the co-ordinates of some famous ghost 
towns. Then, you must identify the country in 
which the town is located.  
 
Reasons for the town’s abandonment are provided below. Match these correctly for an 
additional half-mark per town. 

ANSWERS (ONE MARK FOR COUNTRY, HALF FOR REASON) 

TOWN NAME COORDINATES COUNTRY REASON 

Pyramiden 78.66°N, 16.34°E NORWAY Mining 

Kayaköy 36.56°N, 29.09°E TURKEY Population Exchange 

Pripyat 51.40°N, 30.05°E UKRAINE Nuclear disaster 

Sanzhi Pod City 25.26°N, 121.48°E TAIWAN Failed futuristic housing 
development 

Chaitén 42.92°S, 72.2°W CHILE Volcanic disaster 

Hashima Island 32.63°N, 129.74°E JAPAN Mining 

Al ‘Arish 26.04°N, 51.06°E QATAR Failed fishing village 

Poveglia 45.38°N, 12.33°E ITALY Plague quarantine site 

Dallol 14.24°N, 40.29°E ETHIOPIA Hottest inhabited location 
on earth 

Spinalonga 35.30°N, 25.74°E GREECE Former leper colony 

REASONS FOR ABANDONMENT 
Hottest inhabited location on Earth ● Failed fishing village ● Former leper colony   

Nuclear disaster ● Plague quarantine site ● Volcanic disaster ● Former mining town   
Population exchange ● Former mining town ● Failed futuristic housing development    
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QUESTION THREE  
PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORY 
THE TASK          16 MARKS 
All good cartographers should remember the 
common symbols found on maps. This can save 
a significant amount of time when reading maps, 
as there is no need to refer to the legend each 
time the meaning of a symbol or icon is required.  

While an immense variety of symbols exists today, 
many are entrenched and universal. Your task is to 
draw the missing part of those below, and to then 
identify what they represent.   

 

ANSWERS (PLEASE USE DISCRETION FOR LEFT COLUMN ANSWERS) (ONE MARK 
PER COMPLETE SYMBOL, ONE MARK PER CORRECT MEANING) 

INCOMPLETE SYMBOL MEANING 

 

CAMPSITE 

 

SWIMMING POOL 

 

TOILETS 
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INFORMATION CENTRE 

 

CHURCH 

 

HELIPAD 

 

QUARRY 
NOTE: there must be a gap (see 

circled) – if the answer drawn in is fully 
closed, a mark cannot be awarded. A 

gap in any location is acceptable.  

 

ONSEN 
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QUESTION FOUR  
A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE 
THE TASK          8 MARKS 
Deep in the heart of downtown Tokyo, in 
Shinjuku, lies a fantasy-like street crammed 
with over 60 tiny but extraordinarily popular 
bars, cafés and restaurants.  

In Japanese, it is called Omoide Yokocho, but 
in English it translates as Memory Lane. This 
is where many a Tokyo resident ventures on a 
mild evening to enjoy a meal with friends and 
create lasting memories. 

Your task is to answer the questions below 
using the map of Shinjuku provided on the 
following page, in order to ultimately locate 
Memory Lane.  

QUESTIONS 
1. Begin at ibis Tokyo Shinjuku Hotel and head directly east, taking the first left, then 

first left again. Continue straight at the first intersection but turn left at the second. 
Take the first right and then the first left. Continue straight past the upcoming 
intersection and through the building directly ahead. When you reach the other side 
of that building, what building will be directly on the other side of the road from you? 

SHINJUKU CENTRE BUILDING 

2. Go north-west towards the busy intersection with traffic lights. Take the road heading 
south-south-east until you reach another set of traffic lights. Then turn left and head 
towards a third set of traffic lights. Stop just before the four-way intersection. What 
shop is to your right?  

BOOK 1ST 

3. Continue to the intersection and then head east towards the car rental location. Enter 
the subway complex, climb onto the tracks and, while carefully watching for any 
passing metro trains, walk through the line that begins on the eastern-most part of 
the map provided. Head away from the department stores and climb off the tracks at 
the next station. What is the name of this station?  

NISHI-SHINJUKU 

4. Exit the subway complex where the station name is marked on the map. Head north-
west, then take the first left three times in a row. Continue towards the traffic lights 
then take the first right twice. Turn the corner and then take the first left. Then turn 
right and follow the metro line all the way until the next set of traffic lights. Take the 
road to the north-east and stop at the four-way intersection. How many shops are 
marked on the map in the buildings immediately surrounding this intersection? 

THREE 
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5. Turn to face south, and head down to enter gate B13 of the subway complex. Take 
exist A6 and continue south-east. Take the first right, then second left, before 
stopping on the corner of the building on the south side of the road. What activity can 
you do here?  

EAT 

6. Instead entering that establishment, turn to the west and then turn right. Continue 
north as straight as possible (there may be some bends) until you have passed 
buildings containing three marked shops (they may not be on the face of the building 
that you pass – just somewhere in them!). Then cross the (wide) subway complex 
arm and turn right before quickly turning left and continuing north. Take the second 
left, then first left, first right and then second right. What exciting location are you 
near to? 

ROBOT RESTAURANT 

7. Assume you have just exited the location in question 6, after having a wonderful time 
there! You are immediately outside the building, facing the street. Turn right, then 
take the first right, then second left and first right. Then take the first left and continue 
down until just before the subway complex. You should be at a location with an icon 
that matches that of the one marking Memory Lane. 

Memory Lane is the next most western location on the map with the same icon as 
that of your current location.  

To complete your journey, head to Memory Lane and circle it clearly on the map 
provided on the following page! (TWO MARKS) SEE CIRCLE ON MAP   
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QUESTION FIVE  
JOG YOUR MEMORY 
THE TASK          11 MARKS 
How well can you remember where you were today? That is the central question to this final 
challenge. Your task is to map your journey from when you first woke up this morning to 
where you sit right now. This can be your whole team’s journey or one member, depending 
upon how you travelled to this da Vinci Decathlon.  

Please use only the A4 sheet of paper provided on the following page. You may tear this 
page off, and you may use any writing materials that you wish. Your map should not contain 
3D elements, but can otherwise be of any form – topographical, pictorial, etc.  

MARKING CRITERIA  
You will be assessed using the following criteria: 

1. Level of detail (amount of information remembered) – 3 marks  

a. This can include shops and other locations, street names and surface 
features such as parks, bodies of water, rail lines…  

2. Inclusion of all necessary map features (BOLTSS) – 3 marks  

a. For “Source”, think about the theme of this da Vinci Decathlon.  

3. Proportionality and accuracy – 2 marks  

4. Aesthetic appeal, style and originality – 2 marks  

5. Clear inclusion of your route to the Decathlon – 1 mark  

 

MARKER NOTES 

• Please use discretion for each of the above criteria 

o Half marks can be awarded where appropriate 

• BOLTSS = Border, Orientation, Legend (or Key), Title, Source, Scale 

o Please award a half mark for each included 

o Source should be “my/our memory”  

• The final criteria (route to Decathlon) MUST indicate direction or some 
indication of start vs. end points (even though this will always be towards the 
Decathlon location) – half mark if not included.  
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Cartography 5/6 Question 5 
Team Number: __________ 
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