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QUESTION ONE  
STORY OF MY LIFE  
THE TASK          16 MARKS 
What is one of the best ways to be remembered? Write an autobiography, of course! This 
style of literature, also fittingly termed a ‘memoir’, is one of the fastest growing in the world, 
with everyone from politicians to athletes to chefs now publishing collections of their 
memories.  

Your task is to write down the coordinates for the list of 
memoirs below and to then see if you can identify who the 
author is. The coordinates should be of the cities provided – 
these are cities associated with the author, but are not 
necessarily their birthplaces. For some, categories are 
also provided to assist you.  

You will receive a mark if the coordinates are within 2.5 
degrees of the correct answer. A world map is provided on 
the following page to assist you.  

ANSWERS (AWARD MARK FOR COORDINATES IF +/-2.5° FOR BOTH N/S AND E/W) 

MEMOIR TITLE CATEGORY CITY COORDINATES PERSON 

Dreams from my 
Father Politics Washington, 

DC 38.9°N, 77.0°W BARACK 
OBAMA 

A Moveable Feast Literature Paris 48.8°N, 2.4°E ERNST 
HEMINGWAY 

A Confession Literature St Petersburg 59.9°N, 30.3°E LEO 
TOLSTOY 

Histoire de ma vie Romance Venice 45.4°N, 12.3°E CASANOVA 

My Land and My 
People  Lhasa, Tibet 29.7°N, 91.1°E DALAI LAMA 

My Story Politics Melbourne 37.8°S, 145.0°E JULIA 
GILLARD 

Going Solo  Cardiff 51.5°N, 3.2°W ROALD DAHL 

Legacy Sport Western 
Sydney 33.8°S, 150.9°E  TIM CAHILL 



Task developed by Giacomo Rotolo-Ross, University of Sydney, 2018 
 

3 
 

 

 

 

  



Task developed by Giacomo Rotolo-Ross, University of Sydney, 2018 
 

4 
 

QUESTION TWO  
MIND GAMES 
THE TASK          13 MARKS 
We cannot always trust ourselves. In fact, commonly our own brains trick us into believing 
what is not reality. This is called false memory – mistakenly believing that something 
happened or that a certain piece of information is true. In many legal cases, false memory is 
relied on to disprove a witness, but it is also prevalent in other areas. For example, 
whenever you second guess yourself in an exam, this is false memory creeping in.  

The challenge for you is to not be tricked by false memory. You will be presented with a 
number of outlines below, extracted from various maps – some of them are real countries, 
but some of them are not. Your task is to separate the true countries from the false ones.  

However, this is not the only aspect to keep in mind. Some of the images, countries or not, 
have also been rotated, to make matters that little bit more difficult!  

You can also receive an extra mark for correctly naming each true countries. Below is a 
collection of all the possible countries you may assign but note that not all of these countries 
may be used in this question!  

• Latvia;  South Africa; Vatican City; Budapest; North Korea; Argentina; Estonia 

IMAGE ONE 
 
 
 
     Is this a country? NO 

     If so, what country is it? _______________ 

 

 

 

 
 
 

IMAGE TWO  
 

 

Is this a country? YES 

      If so, what country is it? LATVIA 
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IMAGE THREE 
 
 

     Is this a country? YES 

 If so, what country is it? VATICAN CITY 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE FOUR 
 

 

Is this a country? NO 

      If so, what country is it? _______________ 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE FIVE  
 

 

 

Is this a country? YES 

      If so, what country is it? SOUTH AFRICA 
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IMAGE SIX  
 

 

 

 

Is this a country? YES 

      If so, what country is it? NORTH KOREA 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE SEVEN 
 

 

 

Is this a country? YES 

  If so, what country is it? ARGENTINA 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

IMAGE EIGHT 
 

 

 

 

Is this a country? NO 

If so, what country is it? _______________ 
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QUESTION THREE  
KEEPING IN MIND 
THE TASK          10 MARKS 
It is impossible to simply remember what landscapes look like. 
Consequently, an incredible variety of cartographic tools 
exists today in order to perform even the most obscure of 
functions for planning and later drawing maps.  

Stanley’s Surveying Instruments is a famous tome from 
1890 which collates not only the most well-known but also some 
of the strangest cartographic tools in existence at the time. Some 
examples will be provided to you - use their names and pictures 
to answer the questions below.  

INSTRUMENT ONE – THE WEALEMEFNA  
 

1. What is the function of the wealemefna?  

○ A. To measure air pressure 

○ B. To convert inches to centimetres  

○ C. To measure curved lines on maps  

 

2. Briefly explain how this instrument is used.  

The circular component at the base moves in a 
manner similar to a ‘trundle wheel’. The hands of 
the dial begin at 0 and rotate around as the circular 
base is manoeuvred along a line on the map.  

(award half marks where appropriate) 
 

INSTRUMENT TWO – THE HELIOTROPE 
3. What is the heliotrope’s purpose?  

○ A. To concentrate and reflect sunlight on 
positions, marking them on the landscape 

○ B. To use the sun’s position to calculate 
longitude and latitude 

○ C. To determine the distance of one’s location 
from the poles and equator 
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4. Two other instruments serve similar functions to the heliotrope. Circle them. (1/2 mark each)  

Heliostat – Helioscreen – Heliocore – Heliocol – Heliograph – Heliorod – Heliometer 
 

INSTRUMENT THREE – ABNEY’S CLINOMETER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Two main values are measured by this instrument. Circle them. (1/2 mark each) 

Distance from surveyor – Height about sea level – Gradient – Feature height 
 

6. Name the mathematic process used by surveyors in conjunction with this tool, to 
measure the values in question 5.  

TRIGONOMETRY 
 

INSTRUMENT FOUR – BIRAM’S ANEMOMETER 
 
 

7. What does Biram’s anemometer measure?  

○ A. Water pressure 

○ B. Air pressure 

○ C. Wind velocity 
 

8. In what year was this instrument invented? 

○ A. 1922 

○ B. 1844 

○ C. 1886  

FINAL QUESTION (2 MARKS)  
List the order, from oldest to newest, in which these instruments were invented.  

(oldest) (1) HELIOTROPE, (2) ANEMOMETER, (3) CLINOMETER, (4) WEALEMEFNA (newest) 

Award a half mark for each instrument in correct place of order  
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QUESTION FOUR  
A WORLD AWAY  
THE TASK          11 MARKS 
We all know that Australia is a vast country. However, what many forget is just how great 
the extent of Australia’s territory is. We have claimed an extraordinary amount of land in 
Antarctica, and we technically legally occupy the land below our embassy buildings in 
hundreds of other countries. Moreover, our nation possesses a number of islands dotted 
throughout the Pacific and Indian Oceans. 

One example is the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, a tropical paradise of less than 600 people 
located halfway to India and closer to Indonesia than Australia, but nevertheless a territory of 
the Commonwealth of Australia.  

On the following page is a map of the Cocos (Keeling) Islands. Use it to answer the following 
questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS 
 

1. To the nearest half kilometre, how many kilometres would one have to travel by boat 
as the crow flies to go between the two main island settlements?  

Accept either 7.5 or 8km  

 

2. Is the entirety of the map oriented north?  

YES 

 

3. The South Keeling Islands are surrounded by…? 

CORAL/CORAL REEF 
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4.  The entirety of the South Keeling Islands represents what geographic formation? 

ATOLL/CORAL ATOLL 

 

5.  What BOLTSS features are missing from the map? (2 marks) 

LEGEND, SOURCE (1 mark each) 

 

6. What cartographic design feature is in the top right of the map? 

INSET 

 

7.  Define “pulo”.  

ISLAND 

 

8. What geographic formation, characterised by an island attached to mainland by a 
thin strip of land, exists just south of Prison Island?  

TOMBOLO 

 

9. What is the total land area, in km2, of North Keeling Island?  

1.1km2 (accept 1.0 and 1.2 as well) 

 

10. Is North Keeling Island likely inhabited? 

NO  
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QUESTION FIVE 
HUMAN CARTOGRAPHY 
THE TASK          10 MARKS 
Maps do not always represent reality. In fact, maps are now frequently being used as 
artistic tools to convey entirely different ideas through a medium that all people can relate 
to. A common subject of these new-age maps is the human condition. 

Below is The Kingdom of Wisdom, a map by Jules Feiffer as appropriated from the 
mythical land depicted in Norton Juster’s famous novel The Phantom Tollbooth. As you can 
see, human emotions and abilities are transposed onto cartographical features, all in 
meaningful ways. This map should serve as inspiration for the challenge before you. 

Your task is to create a similar map, but one that represents memory. It can include the 
various types of memory (short-term, long-term, false, photographic etc.) and/or the 
common categories of memory that humans possess (first, fond, bad memories etc.).  

Please use the A4 sheet at the end of this paper to complete your map.  

Further instructions are provided on the following page. 
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MARKING CRITERIA 

Please award half marks where appropriate 

1. Thoughtful links between cartographic features and aspects of memory (3 
marks)  

2. Range and variety of cartographic features and aspects of memory (2 marks) 

3. Aesthetic appeal and proportionality (2 marks) 

4. Originality and creativity of composition (layout) and subject matter (2 marks)  

5. Inclusion of BOLTSS elements (1 mark) 

a. You are not required to include a source. 

b. 5 included = 1 mark 

c. 3-4 included = ½ mark  

d. 0-2 included = 0 marks 

e. Border, Orientation, Legend, Title, Scale 

Total – 10 marks 

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES  

1. You have freedom to choose the extent of your map. It could be an extract of a 
larger area, such as the example on the previous page, or it could be an entire 
city/region/country/island… 

2. Any type of map can be chosen – topographic, pictorial, topological – so long as a 
variety of cartographic features is employed. 

3. Remember that geographic features are just one (albeit large) subset of 
cartographic features. 

4. You may isolate one area of the theme and explore it in depth. The entirety of the 
topic of ‘memory’ does not need to be addressed.  

5. Unique and innovative approaches to this task are encourage. Do not feel that you 
need to cover all of the standard branches of ‘memory’. In fact, you may even 
focus upon an area that is not entirely ‘scientific’, so long as still grounded in reality.  

6. In order to ensure that your maps are realistic and utilitarian, you will likely have to 
include cartographic elements that are general in nature and do not necessarily 
relate to the topic of memory. However, these should be complementary and should 
enhance the information that you convey regarding the theme.  
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