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THE FICKLE NATURE OF 
MEMORY 
 
CONTEXT 
Memories are extremely fickle things. Quite often, our memories and 
their effects are generated subconsciously, so that ‘What you end up 
remembering isn’t always the same as what you have witnessed’ 
(Julian Barnes). However, they are also extremely powerful elements 
of our ideological make-up, providing the groundwork for how we 
interact with ourselves and others, as well as how and why we 
choose to live the way we do. Some memories are even inherited 
from others – the most classic example of this is our parents 
recounting our early childhood to us and our mannerisms then, since 
we were too young to remember them. 

The ‘fickle’ nature of memory comes from our innate introspective nature. Reflecting on past 
memories often sees their meaning and value change, sometimes for the worse. The 
timeless ‘Everybody’s a critic’ never reigns more true than when in respect to an individual 
thinking over their life. Think back to your own past – do you now regret actions you once did 
not regret? Do you wish you could go back in time just to experience something again? What 
about the future – have you thought about what the future holds, why it holds what it does, 
and the impact of the past and the present on this? 

THE TASK 
Your team will have eight minutes planning time. During this task you must create and 
deliver a maximum 60 second dramatic performance that may be any genre, such as 
realism, comedy, tragedy, theatre of the absurd, or a combination of these. During this 
performance, your team must present a flash-back to a key moment in an individual or 
group’s collective memory, a moment in a specific character’s current situation that shows 
the effect of this memory, and a flash-forward of either a character or group that 
demonstrates the ultimate impact/change of this memory. The performance may be inspired 
by real events and issues affecting people across the world or may be team-devised. 

Please take note of the following: 

 Your team will be given an auditory warning at 50 seconds and stopped at 60 
seconds  

 The performance must feature a clear flash-back, flash-forward, and moment in ‘real 
time’ showing how past memories challenge one’s perspectives in the present and 
future. 

 The performance must be derived from one of the following one-word stimuli: 
#throwback, California, forget. 

Please state your stimuli before the start of your presentation. 
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For further guidelines, please refer to the attached marking grid. 

MARKING CRITERIA 
 

TEAM NUMBER __________ 
 

SELECTED STIMULI _____________ 
 

Criteria Skilful 
9-10 

Effective 
8-7 

Sound 
6-4 

Limited 
3-0 

Use of space, 
voice and 

vocal/physical 
expression 

    

Accurate 
portrayal of 
issue and 

topical choice 
of content 

    

Creative plot, 
structure and 

use of 
stimulus 

    

Ability to 
reflect on the 

theme of 
‘Memories’ in 
performance 

    

Flair and 
engagement     

TOTAL 
/50 
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