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THE TASK 
HOW COULD I FORGET? 
BACKGROUND             
One of the greatest failings of all humans 
is our memory. Every day we forget 
items, names, ideas and so on. In most 
instances the impact is small, yet in others 
it can be calamitous…  

Perhaps the most extreme example is 
embodied by the Lotus Tree, a symbol 
used in ancient Greek stories such as 
Homer’s Odyssey. According to myth, 
eating the fruit of this tree causes one to 
forget their family, friends and homeland, 
in favour of living in idleness, dissociated 
from and disinterested in the world.  
 

YOUR TASK   
You are to choose one of the settings listed on the following page. Then, imagine that your 
main character/characters brushed against a Lotus Tree. While they did not consume the 
dreaded fruit, their memory was nevertheless affected.  

They have forgotten one crucial item for their future exploits. The myth is a reality. They 
do not realise this until it is too late. They cannot turn back from their activity. 

How do they overcome this lapse in memory? Or does it end in disaster? 
 

GUIDELINES 
1. You will have EIGHT minutes to prepare once your team is called.  

2. You will have SIXTY seconds to perform.  

3. It must be a tangible item that is forgotten, not an idea/piece of information etc.  

4. As always, teams who are most creative in their choice of item and setting, and who 
present the most innovation solution, will score the most points. You should 
endeavour to avoid combinations which are the first to come to mind.  

5. In addition to your solution, please briefly include the following: 

a. The moment of contact with the Lotus Tree, and how this occurred; and 

b. The moment of realisation that the item was forgotten.  
 

For further guidelines, please refer to the marking criteria at the end of this paper.  

Lotus-eaters from The Odyssey 
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POSSIBLE SETTINGS 

1. Space exploration 

2. Family Christmas party/dinner  

3. Year 12 final exam  

4. Major sporting event grand final  

5. Meeting between the Prime Minister of Australia and the US President  

6. Surgical operation on the Queen 

7. Landing of the First Fleet 

8. Your 18th birthday party  

9. Apple product launch  

10. Circumnavigation of the globe by boat  

11. Breaking into Fort Knox 

12. Trip to North Korea 
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MARKING CRITERIA 

CRITERIA 
SKILFUL 

(10-9) 
EFFECTIVE 

(8-7) 
SOUND 

(6-4) 
LIMITED 

(3-0) 

Movement, gesture and 

use of space 
    

Projection, expression 

and voice 
    

Creative use of 

perspective, style and 

format 

    

Original and innovative 

choice of content and 

storyline 

    

Detailed and coherent 

progression (including 

the TWO requirements 

in Guideline #5) 

    

Flair and engagement 

(X-factor) 
    

Total 
    /60 
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