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ACTIVITY ONE: SPELLING TEST 
Note: each correct answer is worth one mark 
 
1. Forgetfulness 2. chronicle 

3. amnesia 4. anecdote 

5. neuroscience 6. reminiscence 

7. hippocampus 8. cognizance 

9. amygdala 10. mawkishness 

10 marks   

ACTIVITY TWO:  
Please write the antonym of  each word in the column provided. 

Word Antonym 

1. intentional accidental 

2. miser spendthrift 

3. nadir zenith 

4. transparent opaque 

5. lenient strict 

6. ally enemy 

7. wax wane 

8. antonym synonym 

9. vowel consonant 

10. virtue vice 

10 marks   
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ACTIVITY THREE:  
POETRY ANALYSIS:  
  

THE PAST 
 
 By Oodgeroo Noonuccal 
 
Let no one say the past is dead.  
The past is all about us and within.  
Haunted by tribal memories, I know 
This little now, this accidental present 
Is not the all of me, whose long making 
Is so much of the past.  
  
Tonight here in suburbia as I sit 
In easy chair before electric heater,  
Warmed by the red glow, I fall into dream:  
I am away 
At the camp fire in the bush, among  
My own people, sitting on the ground,  
No walls about me, 
The stars over me,  
The tall surrounding trees that stir in the wind 
Making their own music 
Soft cries of the night coming to us, there  
Where we are one with all old Nature’s lives 
Known and unknown,  
In scenes where we belong but have now forsaken.  
Deep chair and electric radiator 
Are but since yesterday,  
  
But a thousand camp fires in the forest  
Are in my blood.  
Let none tell me the past is wholly gone.  
Now is so small a part of time, so small a part 
of all the race years that have moulded me. 
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a) POETRY DEVICES:  identify an example of the device listed 

 10 mark 
b) 

Contrast 
 

Noonuccal contrasts the world of the suburban present with the 
world of the vast Aboriginal past, where landscape and skyscape 
are eternal and eternally shape the present. 

Personification 
 

Noonuccal personifies both the trees and the night in 

“The tall surrounding trees that stir in the wind 
Making their own music 

Soft cries of the night coming to us” 

Irony 

Western society often imagines that the present, “Now”, matters 
more than the past but ironically Noonuccal reveals that “  Now is 
so small a part of time” 

 

Metaphor 

The metaphor, “But a thousand camp fires in the forest  

Are in my blood” signals how the past camp fires exist figuratively in 
the persona’s blood. 

 

Repetition  

In “Now is so small a part of time, so small a part 
of all the race years that have moulded me”, the repetition of “so 
small” works to contrast the different time frames that are being 
compared in the poem. 

 

 

 
How does Oodgeroo Noonuccal explore the importance and power of memory in ‘The Past’? 
 
Ues the FIVE devices listed above in your answer, looking at HOW they create meaning. 
 

1. Noonuccal contrasts the world of the suburban present with the world of the vast past of 

Aboriginal culture, where landscape and skyscape are eternal and eternally shape the 

present. Through this contrast  the persona explains that Aboriginal race memory, living 

as it does in the land and the trees and the stars, is what shapes her identity, rather than 

the suburban objects of “Deep chair and electric radiator”. 
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10 MARKS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

2.  In order to capture Nature’s living presence Noonuccal personifies both the trees and 

the night in “The tall surrounding trees that stir in the wind/ Making their own music/Soft 

cries of the night coming to us”.  

 

3. Western society often imagines that the present, “Now”, matters more than the past but 

ironically Noonuccal reveals that “  Now is so small a part of time” 

 

 

4. The persona is the sum, not just of her life, but all of the lives and “ campfires” of her 

peoples’ past- metaphorically  represented as “But a thousand camp fires in the 

forest /Are in my blood”.  

 

5. Finally, she underscores through repetition of “so small”, the contrast between the 

relative insignificance of “ Now” compared to the vast power of the past in “Now is so 

small a part of time, so small a part of all the race years that have moulded me”. 
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ACTIVITY FOUR:  
Analysing literature:  
Excerpt from The Fiftieth Gate – A journey through memory by Mark Raphael Baker 

 

PARAGRAPH 1 

It always begins in blackness, until the first light illuminates a hidden fragment of memory:  

‘Mine. They’re all mine.’ 

My mother is dancing in the fields and the snow is falling onto her hair. Her arms are 

outstretched like Julie Andrews in the opening scene of The Sound of Music as she 

pirouettes around the territory she is reclaiming from her past.  

 

PARAGRAPH 2 

We had never believed her when she told us that she was once rich, very rich, tremendously 

rich. Her father Leo Krochmal, she always said, was one of the most important people in 

town, a notary, a communal activist, highest amongst the ranks of the local intelligentsia. It 

was the bit about possessing a village that we found most difficult to swallow, a big village, a 

whole field, lots of land. It was too fairytale-ish, as if borrowed from my book of stories on 

Russian mythology whose main protagonists were scary Baba Yagas and peasant miracle-

workers.  

*** 

PARAGRAPH 3 

It was said that [my grandfather] purchased the tracts of land from the local Polish Count, 

someone whose name escaped pronunciation but contained lots of ch’s and sh’s. I 

remember it sounded like another familiar word with which I had grown up, the name for my 

great aunt whom we affectionately called Ciociu, pronounced cho-choo, like a train puffing 

smoke clouds into the air. This Count Cho-Choo regularly entertained my grandfather at his 

manor, and even borrowed large sums of money from him, the debts of which were paid off 

by parcelling out a neighbouring village to the industrious Leo Krochmal. While they, my 
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grandfather and the Count, sat inside negotiating, my mother would be walked in her stroller 

through the manorial gardens by her maid, up and down the hill, into the adjacent forest 

where the oak trees gave shelter from the glaring heat. In the winter, she slid in a toboggan 

down that same hill, wearing her little white boots and an orange knitted sweater her mother 

had purchased from the most exclusive shop in Stanislawow.  

 

PARAGRAPH 4 

Half a century has passed before my mother agrees to return home. ‘You call this home?’ 

she says of her birthplace. ‘Better I should forget.’ 

Not everyone in Bolszowce has forgotten.  

‘Krochmal fields,’ the Baba Yaga says, leaning against her gnarled cane.  

The Ukrainian peasant woman bares a single tooth in the right corner of her mouth, and 

wraps a dark shawl around her head. She hobbles past a fallen gate which connects to a 

mud path leading from a wooden cottage with a thatched straw roof.  

‘You’re Krochmal?’ she whispers to my mother whom she remembers as a mannerly 

daughter. ‘We still visit the fields. Pola Korchmala. Krochmal Fields, They’re your father’s 

fields. Come, I’ll show you.’ 

 

PARAGRAPH 5 

My mother is dancing in her estate, a triumph of money and memory.  

‘Porcelain!’ she mocks my father’s pre-war shop which sold glassware, ceramics, pots and 

pans, odds and ends.  

‘I never knew I married such a wealthy woman,’ he smiles back, ‘maybe I wouldn’t have 

worked so hard all these years.’ 

‘Mine, it’s all mine! Wheeee.’ 
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a)  DEVICES: find examples for the following devices.  
 

Paragraph 1: Metaphor 
“ first light illuminates a hidden fragment of memory” 

Paragraph 1: Simile   
“outstretched like Julie Andrews” 

Paragraph 2: Hyperbole 
“possessing a village…a big village, a whole field” 

Paragraph 2: literary allusion 
Baba Yagas 

Paragraph 3: Simile  
“like a train of puffing smoke clouds in the air” 

Paragraph 4: Sarcastic tone 
“You call this home?” 
Paragraph 4: Metaphor/ allusion 

“the Baba Yaga” 

Paragraph 5 : Alliteration 
“money and memory” 

Paragraph 5: Onomatopoeia 
“Wheeee” 

Paragraph 1 and Paragraph 5: Repetition 
1). “ Mine.”      5) “Mine.” 

 
10 MARKS 

 

  



Task developed by  Knox Grammar School 2018 
 

9 
 

b)  Meaning: Using FIVE of the devices identified above, explain how Baker captures the 
power of rediscovering that memories can be real, rather than fairy tales. 

 
1. Baker  reveres memory and he captures its illusive and dynamic nature in the metaphor of 

memory as light breaking through darkness in “ It always begins in blackness, until the first 

light illuminates a hidden fragment of memory”. 

 

2. He is also sympathetic both to the one who has memeries of grandeur in the past, but 

sympathetic, too , to those who are skeptical of  a memory of grandeur, imagining that the 

memory may be constructed in order to deceive and flatter. Baker deploys hyperbole to 

capture the scepticism of those who hear memeries that seem unnecessarily grandiouse,  

that speak of “possessing a village…a big village, a whole field”. 

 

3.  As Baker brings his aged parents back to the home in Poland from which they were 

banished as a result of Hitler’s ferocity, he considers the interplay between history and 

memory. Even though his mother has spoken about the memory of her grand home , and 

been disbelieved, when she is actually brought back to the wasteland that is her home 

village, the reality of historical fact has her speak in a sarcastic, bitter tone. She asks 

rhetorically, “ You call this home?” .  

 
4. The simple celebration of finding that the history and her memory are aligned, that she is 

indeed the daughter of a rich landowner, is captured in the onomatopia of “ Wheee”.  

 

5. Baker uses the simple device of repetition to signal to the reader that he has moved us from 

memory’s subjectivity first captured in “Mine. They’re all mine” which opens the sequence,  to 

the celebration of historical reality where memory is validated as objective truth in ‘Mine, it’s 

all mine! Wheeee.’ 
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ACTIVITY FIVE: 
 
Analysing a photograph:  
Identify five visual techniques that have been used in this image to convey the nature 
of memory. 
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One mark for the correct technique and one mark for the analysis. 

NB: These are suggested answers only. There are a range of acceptable answers. 

 

Visual Techniques 
1 mark 

How it conveys the nature of memory  
2 marks  

Marks  

 
1 Dominant visual 
 
 
 

 
The dominant visual of the skulls in 
seemingly endless rows symblises the vast 
numbers of victims killed in Pol Pot’s brutal 
regime. While these people are now dead, 
the title of the text suggests that their 
memory is in doubt. 

 

 

(0-3) 

 
2 Focus 
 

 

 
The skulls in the bottom third of the image 
are in sharp focus which commands the 
viewer’s gaze. 

 

(0-3) 

 

3 Gaze 

 

 

The very first skull seems to have irises 
and is directly gazing at the viewer. Such a 
gaze deliberately confronts the viewer and 
demands that he/she consider the actual 
life that once inhabited this skull. In this, 
the seemingly  erased memory of the 
victim is brought to life and we are forced 
to remember their existence.  

 

 

(0-3) 

 

4 Out of focus 

While the rows of skulls begin in sharp 
focus, the ones in the top third are out of 
focus which serves to suggest that the 
rows go on endlessly, a physical 
representation of the vast number of 
victims lost in Cambodia, all of whom must 
be remembered.  

 

 

(0-3) 

 

5 Colour palette 

The colour palette used for the skulls is 
deliberately provocative as the salmon hue 
suggests that they still have life, and they 
can challenge the viewer from this “live” 
position.  

 

(0-3) 

 
 

 15 MARKS 
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ACTIVITY SIX:  
Imaginative narrative: create a story about how the memory of the past shapes the 
present 
 
Your task is to write an original short story of 300 words. 
 
You must include a title, a descriptive setting, appealing character and events that build to a 
climax.  Make sure that your response adheres to correct narrative structure (orientation, 
complication, climax and resolution. Use appropriate language and correct grammar and 
punctuation. 
 
Please take note of the detailed marking criteria as you have specific components that 
must be included to score the maximum possible marks! 

 
Component Marks   Marks 

achieved 
A striking and engaging title for the narrative 1  
A hook sentence that engages the reader and hints 
at what is to come 

1  

At least TWO complex sentences 2  
A descriptive setting created by a figurative devices, 
such as a simile or personification 

2  

An appealing character 2  
Auditory imagery created by onomatopoeia and 
alliteration 

2  

Two striking verbs that convey the mood or create 
tension 

2  

Two challenging spelling words 2  
All punctuation correct 2  

All grammar correct 2  

A clear orientation and resolution 2  
A message or theme connected to the invention 1  
At least two ideas connected to the invention 2  
An engaging plot 2  
A twist or unexpected ending Bonus Marks! 

2 
 

TOTAL  /25 

25 marks   
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Title:……………………………………. 
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End of Paper 
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