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ACTIVITY ONE: LEONARDO DA VINCI  

Please select the best answer from the options provided.   10 Marks   

1. Who wrote the 1910 essay entitled Leonardo da Vinci and A Memory of His Childhood? 

a. Leonardo da Vinci 

b. Socrates 

c. Sigmund Freud 

d. Michelangelo 

2. Which of the following did Leonardo da Vinci invent? 

a. Tank 

b. Cement 

c. Boat 

d. Bullet 

3. Leonardo da Vinci was a leader in neuroanatomy. 

a. True 

b. False 

4. Which of the following observations did Leonardo make about the human eye? 

a. We see things directly as they are 

b. It is possible for humans to see in complete darkness 

c. Humans originally had three eyes 

d. The image we see is flipped upside down inside our eyes 

  



Task developed by Lachlan Mitchell, University of Sydney, 2018 
 

3 
 

5. Which drawing / painting was not by da Vinci? 

a. 

 

c. 

 

b. 

 

d. 

 

 

6. What was the primary reason why Leonardo dissected human bodies? 

a. To create his artworks 

b. Due to religious practice 

c. For his anatomical sketches 

d. It was a cultural norm at the time 

7. In which year did Leonardo da Vinci die? 

a. 1452 

b. 1519 

c. 1650 

d. 1980 

8. The novel The Memory Cathedral: A Secret History of Leonardo da Vinci is about da 
Vinci creating which of his inventions? 

a. Flying machine 

b. Crossbow 

c. Helicopter 

d. Viola organista 
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9. What were Leonardo da Vinci’s last words? 

a. When once you have tasted flight, you will forever walk the earth with your eyes 
turned skyward, for there you have been, and there you will always long to return. 

b. I have offended God and mankind because my work did not reach the quality it 
should have. 

c. Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication.  

d. Art is never finished, only abandoned. 

10. Which of the following was not painted by da Vinci? 

a. Annunciation 

b. St. John the Baptist 

c. The Last Supper 

d. Sistine Chapel ceiling 
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ACTIVITY TWO: THE ARTS  

Please select the best answer (A, B, C or D) from the options provided.  10 Marks   

1. Which line fills the gaps in this song’s lyrics? 

It's been a long day without you, my friend 

And I'll tell you all about it when I ____________ 

We've come a long way from where we began 

Oh, I'll tell you all about it when I ____________ 

When I ______________ 

a. Wake up 

b. See you again 

c. Know you’re my friend 

d. Hear you call 

2. Which of the following does the following passage talk about? 

“In its lack of deference to economic realities, it signifies that at least not all art can be 
commodified or rationalised. In scale and cost it is the most excessive of all art forms, and in 
the totality of its artistic claims, is the most ambitious. The demands on its practitioners, too, 
are excessive. Music, singing, staging, design and acting must marry seemlessly with each 
other, it needs copious resources of talent and money, meticulous administrative planning 

and highly complex technical execution.” – Oliver Mears, artistic director 

a. Musical theatre 

b. Ballet 

c. Opera 

d. Rock concert 

3. Which of the following quotes is Roald Dahl known for? 

a. "Anyone who ever gave you confidence, you owe them a lot."  

b. "She says nothing at all, but simply stares upward into the dark sky and watches, 
with sad eyes, the slow dance of the infinite stars." 

c. "It doesn't matter who you are or what you look like, so long as somebody loves 
you."  

d. "Terror made me cruel." 
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4. Which of the following songs was released in the first decade of the 2000s? 

a. Happy – Pharrell Williams 

b. Boom Boom Pow – The Black Eyed Peas 

c. Faith – George Michael 

d. Bridge Over Troubled Water – Simon & Garfunkel 

5. Which film was the actual winner of Best Picture at the 2017 Oscars? 

a. Argo 

b. Moonlight 

c. Hidden Figures 

d. La La Land 

6. What is Édith Piaf best known for? 

a. Her poetry 

b. Being an international symbol of France 

c. Protesting against Government policies 

d. Her artworks, which are now displayed at ‘Le Louvre’ 

7. Select ONE word which fills all the gaps in the paragraph below. 

The drying oil is a vegetable oil, often made by crushing nuts or seeds. For paints, linseed oil 
is most commonly used, but poppy, sunflower, safflower, soya bean and walnut oils can also 

been used. The advantage of the slow-drying quality of __________ is that an artist can 
develop a painting gradually, making changes or corrections if necessary. 

___________s blend well with each other, making subtle variations of colour possible as 
well as more easily creating details of light and shadow. They can also be diluted with 

turpentine or other thinning agents. A heavily diluted layer dries relatively quickly, being tack-
free in a few days. Thicker layers, containing more oil, take longer. ___________ continues 
to dry, getting harder with age over many decades. Pigments and extenders will also affect 

the rate of drying, so different colours may dry at different speeds. (Tate) 

a. Pastel 

b. Tempera 

c. Oil-based Ink 

d. Oil Paint 
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8. What is the definition of chiaroscuro? 

a. the treatment of light and shade in drawing and painting. 

b. the darkening or colouring of an illustration or diagram with parallel lines or a 
block of colour. 

c. the partial or total absence of light. 

d. the state of being strikingly different from something else in juxtaposition or close 
association. 

9. Which Shakespeare play does the following line come from? 

My bounty is as boundless as the sea, 

My love as deep; the more I give to thee, 

The more I have, for both are infinite. 

a. Romeo and Juliet 

b. Hamlet 

c. The Tempest 

d. Twelfth Night 

10. Fill the gap… 

Toto, I've a feeling we're not in _________ anymore. 

a. Paradise 

b. Kansas 

c. Kentucky 

d. Prison 
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ACTIVITY THREE: SCIENCE & SOCIETY 

Please select the best answer from the options provided.   10 Marks   

1. Which group of words best fills the gap in the following passage? 

To remember something your brain goes through the following process: 

First your brain consciously registers the memory, a process called _______. The reason 
most people don’t remember a name straight away is because you haven’t _______ the 

name – perhaps because you weren’t paying full attention. Next, the brain must consolidate 
the memory, followed by the last step which is called _________. 

The best way to improve your memory is to keep remembering the same thing, over and 
over again. This strengthens the neural pathway to the memory. There are other things you 

can do to improve your memory; get a regular sleep pattern, eat a balanced diet and 
exercise often. (BBC) 

a. Encoding, encoded, retrieval 

b. Hypnosis, hypnotised, exercise 

c. Recollection, recalled, reverse-recollection 

d. Reading, listened to, gossip 

2. Which of the following companies has not been bought by Microsoft? 

a. Skype 

b. Shazam 

c. Nokia 

d. LinkedIn 

3. Select the incorrect statement relating to the Shanghai Maglev Train. (Source: Reuters) 

a. Launched in China in 2003, Shanghai's system is currently the only commercial 

maglev in operation in the world.  

b. Instead of having wheels like regular trains, the maglev train floats on a magnetic 

cushion between the vehicle and track, and is held on the tracks by 

electromagnetic pull. 

c. The Shanghai maglev travels at a top speed of about 430 km (267 miles) per 

hour.  

d. It was built by the Chinese government and a German consortium. 

4. What field of technological development does Embraer specialise in? 

a. Marine exploration 

b. Building construction 

c. Global logistics management  

d. Aeronautics 

  



Task developed by Lachlan Mitchell, University of Sydney, 2018 
 

9 
 

5. What is the term which refers to the scientific study of the brain? 

a. Pathology 

b. Psychology 

c. Neurology 

d. Botany 

6. Select the correct statement. 

a. Chameleons can move their eyes in three directions at once. 

b. The lifespan of the average eyelash is 5 years. 

c. An ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain. 

d. Ommatophobia is the fear of eyes. 

7. What am I? 

I am the world’s largest and most powerful particle accelerator. I first started up on 10 
September 2008, and remains the latest addition to CERN’s accelerator complex. I consist 
of a 27-kilometre ring of superconducting magnets with a number of accelerating structures 

to boost the energy of the particles along the way. I lie beneath the France-Switzerland 
border near Geneva, Switzerland. 

a. Underground transport tunnel 

b. Atomic bomb factory 

c. Large Hadron Collider 

d. Astronaut training unit 

8. What does CSIRO stand for? 

a. Canadian Solar Internal Reference Optimisation 

b. Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation 

c. Commonwealth Social and Inter-personal Resolution Organisation 

d. Coastal Sand and Industrial Reinvigoration Organisation 

9. What am I? 

I was invented by David Warren, an Australian research scientist. I am orange. I am used to 
investigate accidents, and prevent their recurrence. 

a. Orange Box 

b. Police data maintenance system 

c. Centralised voicemail system 

d. Black Box 
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10. What is the paragraph about? 

Michael Gove, the Environment Secretary, has warned that Britain "can't carry on" with 
petrol and diesel cars because of the damage that they are doing to people's health and the 

planet. "There is no alternative to embracing new technology," he said. 

According to a National Grid report, peak demand for electricity could add around 30 
gigawatts to the current peak of 61GW - an increase of 50 per cent. (The Telegraph) 

 
a. Benefits of pollution from petrol cars to the environment 

b. Decision to make all new cars in the UK electric from 2040 

c. Decision to make all new cars in Europe (UK and EU) electric from 2040 

d. Australian Energy minister speech following blackouts in South Australia, 
reflecting on Britain’s problems 
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ACTIVITY FOUR: PEOPLE 

Please select the best answer from the options provided.   10 Marks   

1. What is unique about this newsreader? 

 

a. She defected North Korea 

b. She is brought out of retirement for North Korea’s major announcements 

c. She is thought to actually be South Korean 

d. She is Kim Jong-un’s wife 

2. What is this man best known for? 

 

a. Donald Trump’s win 

b. The passage of Same Sex Marriage laws in Australia 

c. Brexit 

d. Being Britain’s Prime Minister 

3. In what country was the designer of the Sydney Opera House born? 

a. Australia 

b. United Kingdom 

c. United States of America 

d. Denmark 



Task developed by Lachlan Mitchell, University of Sydney, 2018 
 

12 
 

4. What is Victor Chang most well-known for? 

a. Being a pioneer of modern heart transplant surgery. 

b. Being the Federal Health Minister. 

c. Travelling the world to provide surgery to those who needed it, but couldn’t afford 
it. 

d. Being a High Court Judge. 

5. Charlie Gard lost his battle to terminal illness in July 2017. Which of the following world 
leaders offered to help him receive experimental surgery outside of his home country of 
the UK? 

a. Donald Trump 

b. Malcolm Turnbull 

c. Brazil 

d. Theresa May 

6. What do the following people all have in common? 

Michael Slater, Michael Clarke, Shane Warne 

a. Cricket players who have retired and left the public spotlight 

b. Cricket players who have retired and are now coaches 

c. Cricket players who have retired and are now commentators 

d. Current cricket players 

In 2017, many Australian Federal Parliamentarians were found ineligible due to their 
possession of dual citizenship. Match the individual with the country whose citizenship 
they held, from the list below. Please choose the most specific answer possible. Each 
answer may only be selected once, and (b) and (c) are intentionally both the UK. 

Word Bank of Countries for Q7-10:  

a. New Zealand 

b. United Kingdom 

c. United Kingdom 

d. Canada 

7. Larissa Waters 

8. Barnaby Joyce 

9. Jacqui Lambie 

10. John Alexander 
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ACTIVITY FIVE: GEOGRAPHY 

Please select the best answer from the options provided.   10 Marks   

1. Which of the following countries was never a Dutch Colony? 

a. South Africa 

b. Indonesia 

c. Sri Lanka 

d. Vietnam 

2. Which of the following hurricanes affected the southern United States in 2017? 

a. Sandy 

b. Irma 

c. Katrina 

d. Bill 

3. What is the oldest city in France? 

This city was the most important trading centre in the region and the main commercial port of 
the French Republic. ________ is now France's largest city on the Mediterranean coast and 

the largest port for commerce, freight and cruise ships. 

a. Strasbourg 

b. Paris 

c. Lyon 

d. Marseille 

4. Select the true statement. 

a. Uluru changes colour at different times of the day due to the position of the sun in 
the sky. 

b. Uluru changes colour at different times of year due to reflection from nearby 
vegetation. 

c. Uluru is the largest monolith in the world. 

d. In the wet season, Uluru is on an island. 

5. Select the incorrect fact about Mount Kilimanjaro. 

a. This mountain is located in Tanzania. 

b. Mount Kilimanjaro is the world’s highest free-standing mountain. 

c. There are 7 distinct ecosystems on the mountain. 

d. In 1889, the first person successfully climbed Mount Kilimanjaro. 
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6. Identify the plant: 

 

a. Eucalyptus 

b. Wattle 

c. Banksia 

d. Maple 

7. What is longshore drift? 

a. A tide just after a new or full moon, when there is greatest difference between 
high and low water; a spring tide. 

b. A triangular tract of sediment deposited at the mouth of a river, typically where it 
diverges into several outlets. 

c. Particulate matter that is carried by water or wind and deposited on the surface of 
the land or the seabed, and may in time become consolidated into rock. 

d. The movement of sand along the coastline. This movement of sand is influenced 
by the surf zone currents created by waves and the predominant wave direction. 

8. In which town/city is the westernmost town on the Australian mainland? 

a. Shark Bay, WA 

b. Perth, WA 

c. Broome, WA 

d. Albany, WA 

9. What causes Aurora Australis? 

a. High energy particles escaping the Sun 

b. Movement of the moon around the Earth 

c. Jupiter’s movement around the Sun 

d. Solar eclipses 
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10. How many time zones is the United States spread across?  

a. 3 

b. 4 

c. 5 

d. 6 
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ACTIVITY SIX: PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE 

Please select the best answer from the options provided.   10 Marks   

1. Which of the following companies has not announced an intention to make electric cars? 

a. Holden 

b. Tesla 

c. Volvo 

d. Honda 

2. Which of the following companies has not made an IPO (‘gone public’)? 

a. Google 

b. Snap 

c. Uber 

d. Microsoft 

3. Why was the following statement said? 

“Ladies and gentleman, well may we say God Save the Queen - because nothing will save 
the Governor-General… They won’t silence the outskirts of Parliament House, even if the 

inside has been silenced for the next few weeks." 

a. The Queen had just dismissed the Government 

b. The Opposition Leader just won an election 

c. The sitting Prime Minister resigned 

d. The Governor-General had just dismissed the Government 

4. Smart homes are shaping up to be the way of the future. Amazon has recently released 
a scary new product which hands over control of peoples’ homes to the company in the 
US. What is this innovation? 

a. A smart door lock, allowing delivery people to enter your house when you’re not 
there 

b. A robot which cooks for you 

c. Noise-cancelling insulation which listens to noise in the room 

d. Amazon-branded lights that learn your habits 

5. Why was the Concorde decommissioned? 

a. Due to a crash in 2001, where all passengers and crew died 

b. Due to the release of a newer, better supersonic aircraft 

c. Due to increasing costs 

d. Due to the release of the A380 
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6. The following image shows the use of Artificial Intelligence in a company’s app. Which 
company’s app is this? 

 

a. IKEA 

b. Bunnings Warehouse 

c. David Jones 

d. Flight Radar 24 

7. What is unique about this spider? 

 

a. It was only discovered in 2017 

b. It is the most venomous spider in the world 

c. It does not exist – and was created by graphics designers for a movie 

d. It never sleeps 
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8. On which continent were the oldest known human fossils found? 

a. Europe 

b. Africa 

c. Asia 

d. South America 

9. How much longer do scientists believe the Earth will exist for? 

a. 100 years 

b. 5 million years 

c. 5 billion years 

d. Forever  

 

10. What did the 1967 and 1999 referendums respectively seek to change? 

a. To make Australia a republic; Recognition of Indigenous Australians in the 
constitution 

b. Legalisation of same-sex marriage; To dismiss the Government 

c. To replace God Save the Queen as the National Anthem; To change electoral 
laws 

d. Recognition of Indigenous Australians in the constitution; To make Australia a 
republic 

 


