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ACTIVITY ONE: LEONARDO DA VINCI  
Please select the best answer (A, B, C or D) from the options provided.  10 Marks   
1. What is Sigmund Freud’s 1910 essay entitled Leonardo da Vinci and A Memory of His 

Childhood about? 

a. Analysis of da Vinci’s autobiography 

b. A psychoanalytic study of da Vinci’s life, as read from his paintings 

c. The influence of his inventions on his actions 

d. How Leonardo’s photographic memory helped him in his work 

2. Which of the following did Leonardo da Vinci not invent? 

a. Tank 

b. Parachute 

c. Automobile 

d. Helicopter 

3. What hampered da Vinci’s ability to have a good education as a child? 

a. His illegitimacy 

b. His parents couldn’t afford it 

c. He was a foster child 

d. He refused to go to school 

4. Choose the odd one out. 

a. Myelin 

b. Frontal sinus 

c. Meningeal vessels 

d. Visual input into brain 

5. Which organ did da Vinci think was the most important in the human body? 

a. Heart 

b. Brain 

c. Eye 

d. Stomach  
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6. Which of the following drawings did Leonardo da Vinci draw? 

a. 

 

c. 

 

b. 

 

d. 

 

 

7. Did Leonardo da Vinci dissect human eyes to study them? 

a. He wanted to, but wasn’t allowed to 

b. Yes 

c. No 

d. He didn’t want to, but was forced to 

8. In which year did Leonardo da Vinci first sketch ‘contact lenses’? 

a. 1380 

b. 1451 

c. 1508 

d. 1599 
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9. "Cubiculum obscurum", "cubiculum tenebricosum", "conclave obscurum" and "locus 
obscurus" all refer to which device conceptualised by Leonardo da Vinci? 

a. Camera obscura 

b. Anemometer 

c. Parachute 

d. Machine gun 

10. Which of the following phrases did Leonardo write in his notes? 

a. “Before Kepler, all men were blind, Kepler had one eye, and Newton had two 
eyes.” 

b. “The beauty of a woman must be seen from in her eyes, because that is the 
doorway to her heart, the place where love resides.” 

c. “The eyes cannot know the nature of things.” 

d. “No image, even of the smallest object, enters the eye without being turned 
upside down.” 
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ACTIVITY TWO: THE ARTS  
Please select the best answer (A, B, C or D) from the options provided.  10 Marks   
1. Which line fills the gap in this song’s lyrics? 

I'm nothing special, in fact I'm a bit of a bore 

If I tell a joke, you've probably heard it before 

But I have a talent, a wonderful thing 

Cause everyone listens when I start to sing 

I'm so grateful and proud 

All I want is to sing it out loud 

 

So I say 

____________________________, the songs I'm singing 

Thanks for all the joy they're bringing 

Who can live without it, I ask in all honesty 

What would life be? 

Without a song or a dance what are we? 

So I say thank you for the music 

For giving it to me 

a. Will you listen to me 

b. Take a chance on me 

c. Thank you for the music 

d. Honey honey 

2. Choose the most appropriate answer to fill the gap. 

This is an experience shared by everyone: hear a piece of music from decades later and you 
are transported back to that particular moment, like stepping into a ____________. You can 
feel everything as if you were actually there. The relationship between music and memory is 
powerful, and new research is hoping to discover how these memories work for therapeutic 
effect. It is already used to help dementia patients, the elderly, and for those suffering from 

depression. (Source: BBC) 

a. Library 

b. Supersonic aeroplane 

c. Time machine 

d. Dream 
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3. Most people have an image in their mind of what to expect before they see the Mona 
Lisa for the first time. What are the dimensions of the painting? (Height x Width) 

a. 10.2m x 5.4m 

b. 77cm x 53cm 

c. 15cm x 30cm 

d. 4.6m x 8.8m 

4. Music is considered a mnemonic device. What is a mnemonic? 

a. an abbreviation formed from the initial letters of other words and pronounced as a 
word 

b. a line of verse with five metrical feet, each consisting of one short (or unstressed) 
syllable followed by one long (or stressed) syllable 

c. a fictitious name, especially one used by an author. 

d. a system such as a pattern of letters, ideas, or associations which assists in 
remembering something. 

5. Which film was accidentally announced as Best Picture at the 2017 Oscars? 

a. La La Land 

b. Hidden Figures 

c. Moonlight 

d. Argo 

6. La Stupenda was the nickname for which of the following singers? 

a. Édith Piaf 

b. Adele 

c. Joan Southerland 

d. Whitney Houston 

7. Select ONE word which fills all the gaps in the paragraph below. 

__________ paints use an egg or oil vehicle which is thinned with water, but which becomes 
water-resistant when dry. Egg _________ was the predominant method used in the 

Renaissance and pre-sixteenth century, when pure oil painting found its own following. 
Advantages of using __________ include its resistance to water and applications for highly 

detailed and complex paintings. 

a. Yolk 

b. Tempera 

c. Mixing 

d. Shell 
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8. What role is Paul McCartney best known for having in The Beatles? 

a. Drummer 

b. Bass guitarist and singer 

c. Singer only 

d. Backing vocals 

9. Which book does the following opening line come from? 

“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, 
must be in want of a wife.” 

a. Brave New World 

b. Gone with the Wind 

c. Pride and Prejudice 

d. Moby Dick 

10. Finish the quote… 

"It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking _________." 

a. Ten 

b. Eleven 

c. Twelve 

d. Thirteen 
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ACTIVITY THREE: SCIENCE & SOCIETY 
Please select the best answer from the options provided.   10 Marks   
1. Which word best fills the gap in the following passage? 

The ____________ is the part of the brain involved in our behavioural and emotional 
responses, especially when it comes to behaviours we need for survival: feeding, 

reproduction and caring for our young, and fight or flight responses. 

 

a. Cerebrum 

b. Cerebellum 

c. Limbic System 

d. Brain Stem 

2. Which combination of dates fills all gaps appropriately? 

The first piece of the International Space Station was launched in ____. A Russian rocket 
launched that piece. After that, more pieces were added. Two years later, the station was 
ready for people. The first crew arrived on November 2, ____. People have lived on the 

space station ever since. Over time more pieces have been added. NASA and its partners 
around the world finished the space station in ____. 

a. 1998, 2000, 2011 

b. 1980, 1990, 2017 

c. 1960, 1960, 1965 

d. 2014, 2015, 2016 

  



Task developed by Lachlan Mitchell, University of Sydney, 2018 
 

9 
 

3. What was the route of the final Concorde flight? 

a. Paris to London 

b. Sydney to Tokyo 

c. London to Chicago 

d. New York to London 

4. What was the code name used for the original iPhone project? 

a. Phone 

b. Purple 

c. I01 

d. i 

5. What is the definition of chronometry? 

a. the science of accurate time measurement. 

b. the indefinite continued progress of existence and events in the past, present, 
and future regarded as a whole. 

c. an instrument for measuring time accurately in spite of motion or variations in 
temperature, humidity, and air pressure. 

d. a mechanical or electrical device for measuring time, indicating hours, minutes, 
and sometimes seconds by hands on a round dial or by displayed figures. 

6. What is the following paragraph about? 

The printing press gave writing a consistent look and feel.  Prior to the invention of the 
printing press individual scribes would hand write the text leading to inconsistent writing and 
grammar. However, the mechanization of the printing press achieved more regular spacing 
and hyphenation of the print. (Bolter, 2001) Also the printing press led to consistent spelling, 

grammar and punctuation. (McLuhan, 1962) This consistency of language rules enabled 
readers to more easily interpret the author’s writing and intentions. Moreover, this 

consistency enhanced the overall reading experience. As Rosenblatt writes, “The reader 
reacts to the words on the page one way rather than another because he operates according 

to the same set of rules that the author used to generate them.” (Rosenblatt, 1964, p.17) 
(Okanagan College, Canada) 

a. The impact of books 

b. Da Vinci’s press 

c. Gutenberg’s press 

d. The first newspapers 
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7. How many hours behind London is New York, when both cities are on Summer Time? 

a. 3 hours 

b. 4 hours 

c. 5 hours 

d. 6 hours 

8. Which of the following animals is regarded as having the best memory? 

a. Great Apes 

b. Whales 

c. Foxes 

d. Mice 

9. What is unique about metal on Venus? 

a. It rains 

b. It snows 

c. It’s in the atmosphere 

d. It doesn’t exist 

10. The Great Barrier Reef is the longest living structure on Earth. 

a. True 

b. False 
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ACTIVITY FOUR: PEOPLE 
Please select the best answer from the options provided.   10 Marks   
1. Who am I? 

I have been Facebook’s chief operating officer since 2008 and have helped dramatically 
boost revenues at the social network. 

I founded Lean In, a nonprofit named after my bestselling book, to support women's 
empowerment. 

My second book, Option B, which focuses on grief and resilience, was released in April 
2017. 

I spent 6 years as a vice president at Google, where I developed its lucrative online 
advertising programs. 

One of the nation's most influential female executives, I have criticised President Donald 
Trump's travel ban and anti-abortion measures. 

(Adopted from Forbes) 

a. Mark Zuckerberg 

b. Sheryl Sandberg 

c. Meg Whitman 

d. Larry Page 

2. Which bill in the Australian Parliament brought Senator Dean Smith into the public 
spotlight? 

a. Australian Grape and Wine Authority Amendment (Wine Australia) Bill 2017 

b. Marriage Law Survey (Additional Safeguards) Bill 2017 

c. Education Services for Overseas Students Amendment Bill 2017 

d. Marriage Amendment (Definition and Religious Freedoms) Act 2017 

3. Mike Baird resigned as NSW Premier in January 2017. Upon doing so, he returned to 
again work for a previous employer. Where does he now work? 

a. Transport for NSW 

b. Commonwealth Bank of Australia 

c. National Australia Bank 

d. Liberal Party of NSW 
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4. Select the correct statement. 

a. Lebanon's Prime Minister Saad Hariri has been taken hostage in Saudi Arabia. 

b. Lebanon's Prime Minister Saad Hariri bizarrely resigned from his post during a 
trip to Saudi Arabia. 

c. Lebanon has never had a Prime Minister called Saad Hariri. 

d. Iran, Saudi Arabia and Lebanon face no diplomatic challenges in the coming 
years.  

5. Which of the following people welcomed Donald Trump’s announcement to move the US 
Embassy to Jerusalem? 

a. Emmanuel Macron 

b. Julie Bishop 

c. Benjamin Netanyahu  

d. Mahmoud Abbas 

6. In May 2017, Buckingham Palace made an important announcement, summoning all 
staff to an emergency pre-dawn meeting. What was announced? 

a. Abdication of Queen Elizabeth II 

b. Engagement of Prince Harry to Meghan Markle 

c. Retirement of the Duke of Edinburgh from public life 

d. The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge’s third child 

7. What role did Robert Mugabe’s successor, Emmerson Mnangagwa, most recently hold 
under Mugabe’s rule? 

a. First Vice-President of Zimbabwe 

b. Personal Assistant to the President 

c. No role in the previous administration 

d. Minister of Finance 

8. Select the words which correctly fill the gaps (in sequential order). 

Mainly Buddhist ___________ denies the Muslim _________ are its citizens and considers 
them foreigners. 

However, it says it is working to implement a deal to allow the return of the 620,000 
_____________ who have fled to Bangladesh over the past three months. 

a. Myanmar, Rohingya, Rohingya 

b. Australia, people, Muslims 

c. India, Rohingya, Rohingya, 

d. Laos, population, Muslims 
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9. Apple has Siri; Google has its Assistant; Windows has Cortana. What does Amazon 
have? 

a. Amy 

b. Alexis 

c. Angel 

d. Alexa 

10. Pope Francis has done many firsts in his time as Pope so far. Which of the following had 
never been done by a Pope before? 

a. Midnight mass 

b. Walkabout through St Peter’s Square on his ‘Popemobile’ 

c. Tweeted to the world 

d. Flown with Alitalia 
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ACTIVITY FIVE: GEOGRAPHY 
Please select the best answer from the options provided.   10 Marks   
1. Select the coordinates below that follow the standard format given on GPS. 

a. 59°24'12.2"N 2°10'26.5"E  

b. 759°24'12.2"N -2°10'26.5"E  

c. 0°N  

d. 32°10'26.5"E  

2. What does the acronym GIS stand for? 

a. Global information system 

b. Greater interactive start-up 

c. Geographic information system 

d. It’s not an acronym 

3. Identify the fish. 

 

a. Swordfish 

b. Salmon 

c. Dory  

d. Marlin 

4. Which of the following cruise lines does not exist? 

a. Saga Group 

b. Royal Australian Cruises 

c. Royal Caribbean Cruise Ltd. 

d. Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings Ltd. 

  



Task developed by Lachlan Mitchell, University of Sydney, 2018 
 

15 
 

5. What is Aurora Borealis? 

a. a period of extremely humid weather. 

b. a natural electrical phenomenon characterized by the appearance of streamers of 
reddish or greenish light in the sky, especially near the northern magnetic pole. 

c. a natural electrical phenomenon characterized by the appearance of streamers of 
reddish or greenish light in the sky, especially near the southern magnetic pole. 

d. an event in which the sun is entirely obscured by the moon. 

6. Select the incorrect statement. 

a. Our Sun is a main sequence star 

b. A black hole is later in a star’s life cycle than a supernova 

c. A star is first a protostar 

d. Our Sun will eventually become a neutron star 

7. What is La Niña? 

a. a weather event associated with wetter than normal conditions across eastern 
and northern Australia. 

b. a weather event associated with drier than normal conditions across eastern and 
northern Australia. 

c. a weather system independent of the El Niño–Southern Oscillation climate 
pattern. 

d. a series of ocean currents. 

8. What does the Parkes Interchange project in Central West NSW aim to do? 

a. Connect Sydney and Perth by rail 

b. Enhance the inland connection between Adelaide and Melbourne 

c. Provide access to 80% of Australia’s population within 12 hours 

d. Gentrify the entire town of Parkes 

9. South Africa, Hong Kong, Indonesia, the European Union and Australia are a few of the 
many countries which have a common emergency phone number when calling from a 
mobile phone. What is this number? 

a. 000 

b. 999 

c. 777 

d. 112 
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10. What does a stratus cloud look like? 

a. 

 

c. 

 

b. 

 

d. 
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ACTIVITY SIX: PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE 
Please select the best answer from the options provided.   10 Marks   
1. Which of the following methods of payment works is accepted at the turnstiles on the 

London Underground? 

a. Contactless credit cards 

b. Bitcoin 

c. Cash 

d. Cheque 

2. The FBI was hacked by a 15 year-old boy in 2016. 

a. True 

b. False 

3. Which organisation is the following passage about? 

This is an international non-profit organisation that publishes secret information, news leaks, 
and classified media provided by anonymous sources. 

a. The US Government 

b. Wikileaks 

c. ASIO 

d. Greenpeace 

4. Which country allegedly interfered with the 2016 US Election? 

a. Australia 

b. Mexico 

c. Russia 

d. Estonia 

5. What was the first city to have city-wide WiFi network? 

a. Jerusalem, Israel 

b. San Francisco, USA 

c. Seoul, South Korea 

d. Rome, Italy  
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6. Which of the following countries does IKEA not operate in? 

a. France 

b. Iceland 

c. Kuwait 

d. South Africa 

7. What is a digital ID? 

a. An online account containing a record of all activity 

b. Electronic equivalents to old-fashioned hard ID cards 

c. Digital medical history 

d. Handprint-enabled personal information platform 

8. Which intelligence agency does the following passage refer to? 

The Security Service is the United Kingdom's domestic counter-intelligence and security 
agency and is part of its intelligence machinery. 

a. MI5 

b. MI6 

c. MI7 

d. New Scotland Yard 

9. Which of the following companies does Apple not own? 

a. Beats Electronics 

b. Novauris 

c. Shazam 

d. Vine 

10. Which of the following animals is on the Australian National Emblem? 

a. Emu 

b. Quokka 

c. Koala 

d. Bilby 
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