binghi
ISSUE 184 – TERM 1 2019

INSIDE:

FOUNDERS DAY

		An historic reflection
		

in our 125th year

SPORTING SUCCESS

MUSICAL TRIUMPH

Students honoured

Middle and Senior School

State and National level

bring 'Oliver' to life

IN THIS ISSUE
FROM THE

From the Headmaster
Record start to year enrolments
Boarding
History explodes on Founders Day
Touching base around the region
Academic Focus

2

3
3
4
5

Students test skills at Highland Challenge........... 6
Future vision at National Youth Science Forum.. 6
TAS girls rock Science................................................... 6
Drought impact informs Geographers.................. 7
Cultural immersion on Japan tour........................... 7

Co-Curricular Life
Staggered start for debaters...................................... 8
Nicholas nets GPS Tennis representation.............. 8
Jesse off to swimming nationals.............................. 9
Hockey Blues jersey for Lily........................................ 9
'Oliver' leaves audience asking for more............... 10-11
Solid innings for cricketers......................................... 12
Chess players make first more.................................. 12
Swimmers set records.................................................. 12
Rowers peak at season finales................................... 13
Sam strides out at stepplechase.............................. 13
Cloisters Run wins to Croft and Broughton.......... 14
Records tumble at Athletic Championships........ 14
Footballers selected for NCIS..................................... 15
Mountain Bikers race at Nationals........................... 15
Cattle Club on Show..................................................... 15
TAS represented at All Schools Triathlon............... 15
Rugby Carnival the biggest yet................................ 16

Leadership, Service & Adventure
Will wins regional Lions Youth of the Year.......... 17
Tough fun at Inverell..................................................... 17
Cadet leaders rise to the challenge......................... 17
TAS dominates Coffs Ocean Swim........................... 18
Cyclists pedal for charity............................................. 18
RFS staff awarded.......................................................... 18

Junior School News
Endangered species under the spotlight ............. 19
IB embraces cultural understanding...................... 19
Long-standing Athletics records fall....................... 20
Saddled with success................................................... 20

TAS Community
TAS Foundation.............................................................. 21
'Old Armidalians’ News................................................ 22-24
Binghi is a production of The Armidale School published at the
end of each school term.
Editor: Tim Hughes
Layout and Design: Donna Jackson
Photography: Tim Hughes, Bekk Baumgartner, Cary Bennett,
Samantha Clayton, Terry Cooke, Rachael Edmonds, Alasdair
Hey, Peter Hosking, Donna Jackson, Stu Kang, Hannah Lo, Kerrie
McMaster, Allan Moore, Cressida Mort, Jim Pennington, Tim Scott,
Harriet Symons, Michael Taylor.
Contributions for inclusion are most welcome. The submission
deadline for Binghi 185 is 21 June, 2019.
Tim Hughes - The Armidale School
Locked Bag 3003, Armidale NSW 2350
Tel (02) 6776 5851 | binghi@as.edu.au | www.as.edu.au
Cover: The whole School gathered on Adamsfield on Founders
Day to recognise an historic year. (Photo: Lucas Cafarella)

HEADMASTER
REFLECTING ON 125 YEARS
Marking the 125th year of our school is an opportunity to reflect, to bring past
students together to celebrate and to educate our current generation on the
legacy that they have inherited. Relatively few schools in our young nation have
been able to do this and the significance of this has captured the imagination of
our community. The timeline of our history, from humble beginnings in 1894 with
25 students, two teachers and a headmaster through wars, massive social change
and growth, has been linked by a remarkably stable set of values established in our
Christian beginnings and it might be said that through change much has stayed the
same. This is true of many institutions through modern history and it gives pause
for us to reflect on what has been important enough to remain in our character and
what has faded away.
As a rule, only the young look forward to their birthdays, but does a 125th
anniversary of their school mean anything to them? Certainly there was enthusiasm
for the historical antics around the flagpole in our recognition of Founders Day this
year, but we know from our Year 12 surveys each year that despite our best efforts,
the knowledge of the history of our school amongst our students remains cursory.
I would argue though that the real lesson that comes from recognising that our
history is long and eventful is greater than the memorising of dates and events. It
comes in the understanding that they are a part of something living that is greater
than themselves, that their experience at school today has been shaped by the
experiences, initiatives and achievements of the many generations that have gone
before them. It is the knowledge, that all will have, that there have been TAS students
of their age before them who have willingly gone to war and sacrificed in the name
of a greater good, who have battled the same foes on the sporting field, who have
tramped the boards in school musicals, sat exams, eaten lesser food in the same
dining hall, listened to school ‘masters’ in their classrooms and slept in their boarding
houses. It is a lesson that whilst the School may be focused on them today, it also
belongs to those who have come before them and, ultimately, they will join them
in leaving a legacy for others to follow. This brings an importance to what they do
today and the way they carry themselves and that implicit understanding can be
seen in the pride they have in calling themselves TAS students, rather than simply
school boys and girls.
At the same time we have an opportunity this year to highlight that history must
be understood honestly and not all history is proud. We know that the experiences
of some TAS students in the past were poor and that abuse and suffering occurred.
Acknowledging this and making a stand on it is important not only to those who
feel it keenly still, but also to our current generation of young people who are in the
process of understanding the world around them. As a statement on that we are
constructing a reflection space below the TAS dam which will stand over time as
both a physical apology to those who have suffered in their time at TAS in the past
and as a pledge to those who are living their own TAS experience today and those
who will follow them. It is to be a garden to be opened by Reunion Weekend that
all will be welcome to use to take time to reflect, especially those who have suffered
themselves, and hopefully to see a promise of hope as well as an apology for the
past. Just as a time capsule planted at the opening of a building marks a point in
time and a way of life, this space marks the moment that the School steps aside from
its day to day celebration of the good to show that the other side of our history must
be remembered too.

Record start-of-year numbers
despite drought
Despite one of the worst droughts on record, regional families have
continued to show their confidence in TAS with the highest ever startof-year enrolments.
The school roll had 646 names on it (including 230 boarders) when
classes resumed this year, up by more than a dozen from at the start of
2018.
“It is humbling that despite the huge financial and social impact of the
drought on so many of our community that parents have committed
to investing in the education of their sons and daughters at TAS,”
Headmaster Murray Guest said.
“Whilst sound enrolments are always an encouraging endorsement of
what we aim to do at TAS, to have our highest start of year enrolments
in our 125th year, particularly with the challenges at present, reflects
how much families value a place where their children can thrive
academically, socially and develop as courageous and committed
young people ready for what lies beyond.”
Erin and Pete McGrath from ‘Marshmead’ Walgett, whose son Charlie
started this year as a Year 7 boarder, said they appreciated the way TAS
was sensitive to the drought.

Crafty work for Boarders weekends
Boarding life got off to a strong start this term at Coast Weekend, an
important wellbeing initiative for all boarders but new students in
particular to establish friendships and forge bonds with those they will
be living with, for the majority of the year. The boarding houses aim to
be a home away from home and creating a sense of belonging as part
of a household – albeit a large one – is a crucial part of the settling in
process. This year our boarders were joined by an increasing number of
day students who also made the most of the opportunity to make and
renew friendships.
Through the term a number of organised weekend activities were
organised by staff for boarders. A group of Middle School boarders
regularly attended leather workshops with saddler John Galletly in
what was a practical and rewarding way to spend some time on the
weekend. Students were proud of their completed works as diverse as
hobble belts, dog collars, wallets, phone cases and bracelets, and the
commitment they invested to complete them. Others have enjoyed
fishing at Dumaresq Dam.
Activities in the girls’ boarding house have included a cake decorating
contest, for which students were placed into random groups and
worked together to create their special treat for judging by residential
staff member Miss Chivers on what was her birthday.

“We chose TAS for Charlie because of the heavy focus on pastoral care
and the range of activities on offer, particularly in the boarding school.
For a busy boy from the bush we think TAS is a great fit for Charlie. Our
family is more than impressed with the calibre of past and present TAS
students, and we are proud that we can give Charlie this opportunity,”
Peter said.

Middle School boarders with their leatherwork projects completed in weekend
workshops with saddler John Galletly

Bella Fernance (Moree) and Charlie McGrath (Walgett) are among the new
students at The Armidale School

Pictured RIght: Kim Bange and Georgie Orman at Coast Weekend
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Academic
Day
Focus

History ‘explodes’ at Founders Day Assembly
Every year Founders Day assembly commemorates an aspect of TAS history and on 5 April the whole school from Transition to Year 12 gathered to
commemorate our quasquicentenary – our 125th anniversary year. After the traditional Founders Day cake, members of the cast of ‘Oliver’ presented a
humorous and informative potted snapshot of TAS from the laying of the Foundation Stone of the New England Proprietary School in February 1893 to
the co-educational present. Along the way was a re-enactment of the arrival of the first boy on horseback, a pillow fight, the reading of the infamous
1894 food petition, bush leave, a mounted ‘Lighthorseman’ and the Sydney Morning Herald’s account of a 1953 ‘science’ explosion - amusingly evoked on
the roof of the front portico!
Students and staff then assembled on Adamsfield for the aerial photo which appears on the cover to mark the occasion. Happy 125th birthday to TAS!

Michael Paull, mounted on his horse Jazz, in the uniform of a Great
War Light Horseman

Colby Hanes reads out the infamous food petition of 1894

Junior School children watch the proceedings

Academic
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Augustus White, a great-grandson of original TAS student
HF White, played the part of the very first TAS boy, Herbert
Mackenzie whose horse, according to legend, found its own way
back to Llangothlin

CELEBRATING OUR 125TH

AROUND THE REGION

Every year the Headmaster’s Country Tour takes Mr Guest and senior
staff across the state to meet with prospective and current parents. To
celebrate the 125th anniversary of TAS, this year’s evening social events
also included past parents and former students. It was a wonderful
way for members of the TAS community to come together on their
home turf, find out what’s happening at the school and commemorate
the enduring spirit of the school – as well as farewell former Director
of Enrolments Pip Warrick and welcome Enrolments Registrar Joanna
Neilson. Particular thanks to those families who opened their homes
for the events – Gundi Rhoades (Inverell), Kelly and Chris Hoppe (Glen
Innes) and Natalee and Mark Cook (Moree).

Richard Black (57-60) and son Andrew (82-87)
enjoyed catching up with Pip Warrick at Inverell

Linda Bourke, Brenda Carrigan, Nicci Griffiths, Cath Cannington at Moree

Glen Innes function host and current parent Chris
Hoppe with Joanne Guest and past parent Bill Liston

Joanne and Murray Guest talk to
Michael Bange at the Narrabri event

Rowan Rogers (past parent) and Sue Finlay at Scone

Jodie Pittman and Nicole Bartel at the Moree function

Nicci Griffiths and Dan Assef (02-07) enjoyed the
Moree gathering

Also at the Scone function were Rod Blomfield (67-75),
Alice Forsythe, Michael Forsythe (81-86 ) (current parent)
and Mandy Blomfield

Current Narrabri parents Kate and Rodney Slack-Smith and
Rod Jackson

Current parents, Mardi Orr and Mark Cook at Moree

Joanna Neilson, Cherrie Pocock and David Drain
photographed at Narrabri

Past parent Sal Molesworth, host Kelly Hoppe, Director of
Boarding David Drain and the Headmaster at the evening
event at Glen Innes

Tig Hughes enjoyed meeting Enrolments Registrar
Jo Neilson at Glen Legh Station, Glen Innes
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Skills tested at Highlands Challenge

Forum focused on the future

How to direct electrical current around a city; what suspension is
needed for a vehicle to drive on Mars; is there a correlation between the
lightness of a bridge and the weight it can support?

Attending the National Youth Science Forum in January provided
Year 12 student Henry O’Neil with an insight into the possibilities of
engineering that haven’t yet been developed.

On 6 March students from Year 10 attended the University of
Newcastle’s Highlands Science and Engineering Challenge at the
University of New England where they encountered a series of unique
challenges designed to stimulate their thinking on problems with
an engineering focus: bridge building, distribution networks, power
regulation, vehicle suspension, building support, biomechanics and
communication among them. The budding scientists were put in
groups of four, each group tackling two of eight different challenges
that tested skills in maths, science and logic.

Henry was one of 200 bright young minds from across Australia,
Germany and Singapore who attended the Forum, held at the
Australian National University from 2-13 January. As part of the
Engineering stream, Henry visited Questacon, a robotics facility,
Parliament House, had a video conference with the international
nuclear research organisation CERN and looked at the physical aspects
of restoration of military aircraft at the Australian War Memorial.

At the end of the day TAS placed second by a very narrow margin. The
annual event, supported by the University of Newcastle, the University
of New England, Rotary Clubs, Engineers Australia and retired engineers,
scientists and others, is a highlight on the Stage 5 curriculum calendar.

There was literally plenty of blue sky discussion about the future,
with the group hearing from Head of the Australian Space Agency
Dr Megan Clark and Lockheed Martin Australia Managing Director
Mr Rod Drury from the aerospace, defence, security and technology
company.
“It gave me a great understanding of how the principles of what we
do in school especially in Mathematics and Engineering apply in the
real world. It also showed the pathways that are available for further
academic study,” said Henry, who said the forum piqued his interest
in a career in mechanical or aerospace engineering.
“There’s also a really good social side to it, making new friends from
across Australia and overseas who all have some similar interests.”
Henry said he highly recommends NYSF for any current Year 11
students with a passion for STEM related fields and encourages them
to apply by 31 May.

The stability of Jack van Roy’s tower is put to the test

TAS girls rocking
Science
11 February was United Nations Day of Women and Girls in
Science - and to mark it, some of our senior girls joined our
Science Coordinator Mr Hey to mark the occasion.
In the School’s fourth year of co-education, girls make up
more than 30 per cent of TAS Year 11-12 students studying
Chemistry, Physics or Biology in face to face classes a reflection of a focus on STEM at TAS and the commitment
of the School’s teachers.

Academic
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Drought impact informs Geographers
The ongoing drought and the added pressure on water security added an extra dimension to this year’s Year 12 Geography excursion to Narrabri
and Wee Waa. Once again the Kahl family, particularly Daniel (OA 02-07) (a Nuffield Scholar) gave generously of their time, covering a huge
amount of content from the HSC Geography syllabus by sharing their insights into the financial and environmental challenges and opportunities
in operating a family-owned cotton enterprise based at ‘Glencoe’ Wee Waa.
This family farm visit was compared with the nearby corporate farm of Auscott, where students saw the operations of a large scale cotton farm
that incorporates ginning, classing, and marketing in its vertically integrated business model. Both farm visits showcased the latest cotton
technology in areas such as irrigation, pest management, and cotton plant species and best management practices that contribute to the
outstanding reputation of Australian cotton. With little or no water irrigation due to drought, the students were unable to experience manually
irrigating cotton plants, which this year have produced fewer bales than in previous years. Students were able to apply the excursion to a range of
HSC subjects including Geography, Business Studies, Economics, Biology and Agriculture.

Enrichening experience in Japan
Weeks of preparation helped prepare 16 students and two teachers for
a 15-day study tour of Japan at the end of term. As part of the ‘Living
in Japan’ stage 5 elective, the students, in Year 9 and 10, practiced the
language they needed for the biennial excursion, which provides the
opportunity to experience Japan and Japanese culture outside the
classroom. The group went to Tokyo where they toured the Space
Museum amongst other sites, caught the bullet train to Takayama and
saw the snow-covered Mt Fuji on the way. They visited Kanazawa, Kyoto,
Nara, Nakasendo, Himeji, Hiroshima, Otoyo for a homestay and Kochi
where they visited TAS’ ’sister school’, Meitoku Gijuku. Their taste buds
were exposed to the Japanese diet for much of the trip, whilst their
bodies had a chance to relax in the traditional hot springs.
The students also presented 1000 origami cranes made at TAS and taken
with them, at the statue of Sadako in the Hiroshima Peace Park. In a
Japanese tradition called ‘senbazuru’, it is believed that if one folds 100
cranes – a symbol of hope and healing during challenging times - one’s
wish will come true.
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Nicholas nets GPS tennis representation
Talented Year 12 tennis player Nicholas Barnier was rewarded for
years of commitment to the sport, earning selection as the number 3
seed to represent the AAGPS at the Combined Independent Schools
championships on 20 Feburary.
The first ever trials to select a GPS representative tennis for CIS attracted
21 boys from eight GPS schools to the courts at Shore School in Sydney
earlier in the month. In his first two matches Nicholas defeated the top
seeded players from both The King’s School and St Joseph’s College in
extended sets 8-5, before going down in the semis by a similar margin
to a Newington player who finished the day on top of the ladder.
Unfortunately on the day of the CIS championships wet and windy
weather prevented any matches from proceeding resulting in CIS team
selection going down to the ranking of players based on their individual
AR and Association Rank, with just the top two GPS players making
the squad. Prior to a right shoulder injury last year Nicholas was ranked
eighth in NSW and in the top 25 in Australia, for his age.
It is believed the only other TAS boy selected for GPS tennis honours
was Brock Sherriff in 2010.

Tennis talent Nicholas Barnier was named in the AAGPS team to play at the
Combined Independent Schools championships in February

Staggered start for debating
The debating season commenced in mixed fashion with some sound
preparation ahead of a busy Term 2. Once again TAS has fielded four
teams in the National Virtual Debating Competition, which brings
together schools from across the continent to debate by videoconferencing in a double-elimination format, so each team gets at
least two debates.

However the ability of TAS team to challenge the affirmation ‘That
no-one should be allowed to post on the internet anonymously’ was
enough to give them victory by just a single point!
The Year 11 team (Jack Nivison, Lucy Ball, Lachlan Reiss-Wears and
Rick Nutt) is through to the second round with forfeit to them after
All Saints Grammar School were unable to muster a team in time.

First out of the blocks was our Year 12 team (Phebe Hunt, Henry
O’Neil, Harry Mason, Jesse Streeting), negating the proposition
of Newcastle Grammar School ‘That the My Health system is too
serious a security risk and should be abolished.’ The TAS team were
performing admirably until technology challenges intervened
one and a half minutes into our final speaker – and despite all best
endeavours it could not be rectified, forfeiting the debate to NGS. The
team proceeds in the competition but must win its next debate to
continue.

The Middle School Tri-Schools Shield competition will commence
early in Term 2 with TAS hosting debates against NEGS and PLC.

It was a more favourable outcome for our novice Year 9/10 team,
made up of Hudson McAllister (10), Charlotte Brunyee (9), Will
Jubb and Hugo Catterall (9) who faced a technically much more
experienced team from Scotch College, Melbourne.

Co-Curricular
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Meanwhile, a number of students from Years 7-12 have been meeting
with Debating captains Phebe Hunt and Henry O’Neil and Mr Hughes
and Miss Lo at Speakers Club before school on Tuesdays to practice
classroom presentations, develop critical thinking skills and opine on
current affairs from different perspectives.

Jesse Streeting chases PB at
Australian Age titles
Captain of Swimming Jesse Streeting has had a full term, breaking
two records at the School’s Swimming Championships and again
leading TAS out of the water in the 2km Coffs Ocean Swim in
April, placing fifth overall. During the holidays he competes at the
Australian Age Swimming Championships in Adelaide, where he
will be chasing a personal best time in the 100m freestyle, having
qualified at both NCIS and the NSW Country Championships this
year. His training - which had to fit in with a lead role in 'Oliver!' has included around eight sessions and 25-30km a week in the
water.

Jesse trains for Australian Age Swimming Championships in Adelaide

Hockey Blues jersey
for Lily Neilson
Whether she is playing hockey on the field or indoors, chances
are Year 11 student Lily Neilson is doing it at the highest level.
Having been a member of the NSW U18 Indoor Hockey
team that took out the national title after their undefeated
performance at the Indoor Hockey National Championships
in Goulburn in January, she was subsequently named in the
Australian training squad.
Meanwhile out on the field, a year-long selection process
came to fruition in Februrary when she was named in the NSW
Under 18s women’s hockey team. The team of 17 was chosen
from an initial squad of 76, made up of players from across the
state who were selected at last year’s state championships.
“From then on we had regional training sessions twice a week
and the whole squad of 76 got together in Sydney once every
three months,” said Lily, a striker whose representative path
was through Hockey New England.
The team will have two group training sessions in Sydney,
before heading off to Hobart on 9 April for the national under
18 titles.

Lily Neilson has been named in the NSW Under 18s women’s hockey team to play at the national championships in Hobart in April and also the Australian Under 18s
women’s indoor hockey training team.
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Oliver!

LEFT AUDIENCES ASKING FOR 'MORE'

The bravery of a little boy holding out his bowl for
more gruel is one of the best-known images of 20th
century musical theatre, but it was the audiences
asking for ‘more’ when the TAS production of Oliver!
took to the stage of the TAS Hoskins Centre for eight
performance in March.
Sixty three students from Years 6-12 were involved in
the show as part of the cast, crew or orchestra - the
first time Middle and Senior School had collaborated
in a production for several years. Rehearsals began
late in 2018 with the cast also coming together for
musical camp in the last week of the summer holidays
- including a number of new students who got a
headstart on TAS life.
The Headmaster described the show as a triumph for
all involved, from the amazing talent on stage to the
professional standard of the set, slick stage changes,
high tech sound and lighting and flamboyant
costumes.
The final night was particularly special for having
in the audience Mr Michael Hoskins (OA) whose
generosity made the Hoskins Centre possible ten
years ago.

Co-Curricular

Binghi 184 – 10

Binghi 184 – 11

Co-Curricular

SOLID INNINGS FOR

TAS CRICKET
Cricketers enjoyed one of their most successful seasons for many
years with two premierships and runners up in a state-wide
independent schools competition amongst team highlights.

Sound moves by chess players
The youngest was in just Year 2, the eldest in Year 10 - but despite their
young age the TAS team of 23 performed strongly in this year’s interschool chess competition run by the Sydney Chess Academy at PLC on
9 April. Peter Thompson (Year 4) placed first in the junior competition,
Sam Coady (Year 10) was second in the senior category and TAS placed
third in the senior competition. Seventy Four teams from a wide
selection of schools from across the region took part.

TAS fielded teams in the under 10s, under 12s (jointly with CSC)
and two teams apiece in the under 14s and under 16s. The U16s
White team won their grand final by one run (on run rate) in a
rain affected match and captain Cotter Litchfield notched up the
competition’s highest batting average, of 157.

Meanwhile TAS has also made its first moves in this year’s NSW Junior
Chess League, playing O'Connor Catholic College on 20 March. Of the
four boards played, TAS won two but they were the right boards to win,
giving TAS the points on the day.

In the Opens, the Second XI played in the Armidale Third Grade
competition, the younger side gaining solid experience. The First
XI enjoyed one of their most successful seasons in years. The side
competed in the Douglas Shield knockout competition and won
five matches in their journey to make the final against Kinross
Wolaroi School. Whilst it was disappointing to lose this match, the
team took satisfaction from some outstanding performances and
being the first TAS team to make the final in more than 15 years.
As a result of their performance the Firsts also played The King’s
School and while defeated by the GPS Premiers, enjoyed the
experience of playing on JS White Oval at King’s.

Swimmers surpass times
at championships

The Firsts also competed in the annual Independent Schools’
Cricket Festival at Riverview in January, with individual
achievements including a century for Sam Skipper (Year 10), 12
wickets to Cotter Litchfield (the most of the carnival) and the
selection of five players in the Team of the Carnival.
Locally the First XI competed in the Second Grade competition
and were minor premiers before defeating Easts by nine wickets
in the grand final with Andrew Kirk taking five of them.
A testament to the quality of the team throughout the season was
the Firsts having four batsmen in the top 10 run scorers and four
bowlers in the top 10 wicket takers. Not so easy to measure was
the strong camaraderie between the team, coaches, supporters,
scorers and umpires.

The First XI (standing) Hamish Cannington, Dahlia Glennie, Nick
Corderoy, Lucas Atkin, Toby Smith, Ben Friend, Andrew Kirk, (front) Liam
Smith, Sam Skipper, Wally Bremner, Cotter Litchfield, Kieran Dennis
(captain)

Co-Curricular
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Year 12 students Emma Ward and Jesse Streeting bagged two
records apiece at the senior school swimming championships on
14-15 February. Emma set new benchmarks in the 18 year girls 50m
breaststroke (40.81) and 100m freestyle (1.12.31), breaking records
set by Holly Tearle in 2016. Jesse hit the wall in a new fastest time
for the 18 year boys 50m butterfly (26.41) and 18 year boys 50m
backstroke (28.69), records set respectively, Timothy Pearson in 2011
and Jay Kennedy in 2014.
As is the norm, there was standing room only for spectators for the
war cries competition on Thursday night, which was won by Abbott
House. The next day the spoils were shared - Ross won the Tooth
‘n’ Nail Relay; Tyrrell the most points per House member trophy,
while Green won the overall point score and a trophy for the House
that wins the most relays, resurrected after a long hiatus by OA
and current parent James Harwood (who still holds two backstroke
records).

Hannah Weston, Harriet Wickman and Milli Krishnan were part of the action for
Abbott House which won the war cries

Rowers peak at season finales
TAS rowers achieved season benchmarks at their final outings in March, a
testament to their commitment and hard work over previous months.
Rowing as a Four (with single sweep oars) over 2000m at NSW Schoolgirl
Head of the River at the Sydney International Regatta Centre on16 March,
the TAS girls’ crew crossed the line in a time of 8:16:06, a considerable
improvement on the 8:35:81 set at the Sydney Rowing Club Regatta a
fortnight earlier. Single sculler Ramona Nedianu also finished 20 seconds
faster than her previous best performance.
A fortnight later it was the turn of the three boys’ Fours at the AAAGPS Head
of the River, on the same course. TAS had a solid day on the water with the
regatta being the first one in which all three boats crossed the line in under
Performing at their season best at the AAGPS Head of the River were (standing
7:20:00.
l-r) Joe Baker, Oliver Kearney, Lucas Cotterill, Lachlan Oates, Joseph Sewell, Henry

Pitman (coxswain), Jack Sewell, James O’Brien, Oscar Rogers, John Moore, Joshua

For the first time in the regatta’s long history, the Third and Second IV races Jones, Sebastian Etheridge, (front) Lily Etheridge (coxswain) and Bronte Garcia
(coxswain).
comprised of crews from all nine GPS schools. Powering out early, the Third
IV held fourth position at the 500m and 1000m mark, ultimately finishing in
sixth place in 7:19:20. The Second IV also came 6th from nine schools in 7:11:63, again finishing ahead of a third of the member schools.

With perfect conditions on the water the First IV race was always going to be fast, and the TAS crew held its own, placing 7th in a time of 7:00:18, the
second fastest time recorded by a TAS crew at a GPS Head of the River regatta.
Supporters at the Sydney International Regatta Centre included parents and a number of TAS rowers, while others tuned in from school and around
the world via livestreaming.

Sam strides out at
Steeplechase
At representative level, Samuel Jones raced
for NSW in the under 18s 2000m Steeplechase
at the Australian Athletics Championships on
6 April, having previously competing at the
Australian Schools Championships in December.
The race commenced at a blistering pace with
the lead runners chasing a new record, putting
the pressure on all competitors. Samuel stayed
with the main pack throughout the early laps
and as the ‘steeples’ started to take their toll on
the runners, Sam’s focus turned to holding his
form, enabling him to finish in 11th place in
Australia.

Pictured right: Samuel Jones clears a jump at the
Australian Athletics Championships
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Cloisters Run

WINS TO CROFT AND BROUGHTON

Held on 26 March, the eve of the first of two days of Athletics
Championships, the fifth Cloisters Run was the biggest yet and an
exciting spectacle of tenacity and house spirit. Taking students on a
306m circuit through the school, the boys and girls relays were started
by the Headmaster ringing the Payne bell, donated by the Payne family
of ‘Waverley’ Scone in 1966 in memory of their father Stephen (1904-06)
and brother Stephen James (1939-45). Sprinting past the Boston Ivycovered cloisters, the runners turned eastward at the TR Forster Block,
past the Year 12 Study Centre (the school’s second gym), around Junior
School, and returning to the west on paving flanked by the library,
Moyes Building, CC Dangar House and AH Cash Building before passing
the baton to their teammates.
Six runners from every house and year group competed in the boys
race, with Croft snatching the lead at the second last change to cross
the line in first place in 4:04. Then it was the turn of the girls, with four
runners from across age divisions taking to the track with gusto and
enthusiasm. Broughton overtook Tyrrell in the last 60 metres to win in a
time of 2:82.

Middle and Senior School lined the course to cheer on runners

James O’Brien (Croft House) heads around the first corner ahead of William
Young (Green) in the Cloisters Run

Girls’ records tumble at
Athletics Championships
Seven records to Lily Neilson and six to Tempe
Macarthur-Onslow were highlights of the senior Athletics
Championships, which this year had to be staged over
four days due to weather disruption, including heavy (and
welcome) rain on the morning of Saturday 30 March. Lily
broke records in the 17 years girls 100m, 200m, 800m,
1500m, shot put, discus and javelin, whilst Tempe set new
benchmarks in the 12 year girls 100m, 200m, 400m, 800m,
800m, 1500m and long jump.

15 years girl champion Rosa Coady crosses the line to take out the 100m event

Co-Curricular
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Tyrrell House won both the overall points score and the
points per house member trophies.

Mountain Bikers
RACE AT NATIONAL LEVEL

Cattle Cub on Show
A team of TAS Cattle Club students have been out and about preparing,
showing and judging stock at Armidale and Walcha Shows. Among
the highlights, Tom Quilty finished 4th in the Paraders competition at
Walcha, in a very large and competitive class. Pictured is Ben Burwell
with one of the school’s stud heifers which took out a second prize at
Armidale Show.

TAS represented at All Schools Triathlon

A strong contingent of TAS riders competed in the
Mountain Bike Australia National Cup race held at UNE on
23-24 February. In the short course cross country (XCC)
format races on the first day, Ted Chick, Banjo Lawrence and
Will Brett finished first, second and third respectively in the
under 13s mens’ race. Toby Inglis finished 7th in the under
15 mens’ while Archie Chick placed 9th in the under 17s. The
second day consisted of the XCO races, held on a longer,
technical track. Ted Chick, Banjo Lawrence, Blake Whitehill
and Will Brett all rode well to finish first, second, third
and fifth respectively in the under 13s. TAS was also well
represented in the 15s, 17s and under 19s age categories.

Eleven students represented TAS at the NSW All Schools Triathlon
Championships in February, most returning personal best performances.
Staged at the Sydney International Regatta Centre, the senior boys
course comprised a 750m swim, 20km ride and 5km run. Samuel Jones
led the TAS contingent home, finishing in 22nd place with teammates
James O’Brien and Clancy Roberts both in the top 40. Oliver Griffiths
was first home for TAS in the Intermediate race (600/15/4) in 32nd place
while two students made their debut in the Junior course (400/10/3).

The event attracted hundreds of entrants from across
Australia. Mountain Biking is a growing sport at TAS, with
the term culminating for brothers Archie and Ted Chick
taking part in the Mountain Bike Australia 2019 National
Championships at Bright, Victoria.

Mountain Biking captain Duncan Chalmers in form at the MTBA National
Cup race at UNE in February

TAS Triathlon team that competed at NSW All Schools
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TASRC
2019

Banjo Lawrence was voted best player for the TAS team

TAS Rugby Carnival biggest ever
The top division may have been taken out by a Sydney
representative team for the fourth year but it was Canberra
Grammar School, making its first appearance, that won the most
prestigious award at the 15th TAS Rugby Carnival on 13-14 April.
The Team of the Carnival is awarded for play and sportsmanship
on and off the field.
A record 51 school, club and rep teams from as far as Perth,
Dalby, the Sunshine Coast and the ACT played 127 games of
junior rugby at the carnival which is also believed to be the
largest primary-aged rugby tournament in the nation.
“To see all these kids come here and enjoy the game that so
many of us have loved and appreciated over the years and seeing
the best values of the game instilled in the next generation is
something very special and you just can’t buy that,” said former
Wallaby and TAS Old Boy James Holbeck, this year’s carnival
special guest.
Teams played four games each on Saturday and a final on
Sunday, in five divisions. Two Sydney teams battled it out in the
top division, with Southern Districts defeating Waverley College
Blue. Surfers Paradise JRC won Division 2, Caboolture Snakes
took out Division 3, Gordon Tartans won Division 4 and Pacific
Lutheran College, Division 5. Nudgee College won the Spirit of
Rugby footrace relay. The carnival was the culmination of months
of organisation, including by the P&F which catered over the two
days, and the TAS grounds and housekeeping staff responsible
for preparing eight fields for heavy duty.

TAS Headmaster Murray Guest, coaches David Ross, Mike Baumgartner, Matt
Crosby and Peter Strelitz with James Holbeck and TAS players

Western Beasts coach Dean Woodham and TAS Director of Rugby and former
Western Force player AJ Whalley had plenty to talk about
Below: James Holbeck signs the jersey of Flinders Ward

Junior School
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Will wins regional
Lions Youth of the Year title
Broad participation across school life, community volunteering with the
Rural Fire Service and a speech about the importance of community
and connection contributed to Year 12 student Will Forsyth being
named the Lions Youth of the Year Quest Region 4 winner at the
regional titles hosted by Guyra Lions Club on 2 March. Representing
Armidale Dumaresq Lions Club, Will was one of five finalists from
Armidale, Inverell and Glen Innes who had each won at club level last
year.
During the afternoon contestants were interviewed by judges on their
academic, leadership, co-curricular and community service records
and asked a range of questions on social and community issues. That
night at Guyra Sports Club they delivered two impromptu speeches
('Everyone should be a volunteer' and 'Music is good for the soul') and
a five minute prepared speech, Will's being titled 'No man is an island'
which focussed on the importance of connection and community.
Ultimately Will was announced as winner of both the public
speaking and overall competitions and praised by the judges for his
achievements and involvement – including in activities such as the
TAS musical ‘Oliver’ which, ironically, prevented him from taking up
the opportunity to be part of the zone judging at Port Macquarie on
30 March. The quest continues to provide an opportunity for young
Australians to develop leadership and communication skills that can set
them apart for life.

Tough fun at
Inverell
One hundred and eight enthusiastic,
brave and thrill seeking TAS students
took on the 2019 Inverell Toughen Up
on 16 March, and what a time they
had! Forging their way through a series
of challenges that included mud pits,
prowler push, tractor tyre flip, cargo
nets, sand bag carries, a 5km run and
a slip and slide, they literally threw
themselves into the spirit of the event.
There was a strong representation
from Middle School, with three Year 7
girls teams and four Year 8 boys teams
vowing to go again next year.
Also crawling through the mud pit
were Mr Pennington, Mr Keenan, Mr
Shortt and gappie Dan Bailey, who all
made it possible.
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TAS students dominate Coffs Ocean Swim
Sunny and calm conditions, clear 24 degree water and
a minimal swell presented an ideal course for a team of
more than 100 from TAS who made up almost a third of all
competitors in the 2km Coffs Harbour Ocean Swim on 7
April.
Leading the TAS pack was Captain of Swimming Jesse
Streeting who was the first competitor around the first
buoy, eventually finishing fifth overall (one place up from
last year) and the first male 16-19 years, in a time of 29.43.
Oliver Griffiths was next across the line for TAS in 33.34,
fourth boy in the 12-15 male category.

The first TAS girl home was Isabella Gooch, who hit the sand
in 71st place overall and eighth in her age group, in 37.10.
One of the youngest in the team was 12 year old Matilda
Cullen, who completed the swim in 39:51.
The event is the first component of the TAS Triple Crown, a
long-established award for those students who complete
three of four adventure challenges during their time at TAS,
the others being the 14km City to Surf, the 255km Tour de
Rocks cycle event and the 111km overnight Hawkesbury
Canoe Classic.

Tour de Rocks

RFS staff awarded

Two sets of brothers, two mothers and sons, four fathers and sons, one
mother and daughter and a full family of five... the TAS team in this year’s
Tour de Rocks was larger than ever. Thirty four student and 11 adult
riders (including two staff members) were assisted by a support team
of six as they made their way along a 255km route from Armidale to
South West Rocks in the ninth annual event from 11-13 April. TAS has
a long connection with the event, which was founded by TAS student
Jonathon Wheeler in 2010 as part of his Duke of Edinburgh Award. This
year the ride attracted around 380 riders and raised almost $60,000 for
regional cancer projects.

More than 50 years ago TAS established its own bushfire fighting
program as part of the introduction of the Duke of Edinburgh Award
Scheme. Since that time TAS staff have also volunteered with local
brigades and on 15-16 March Mr Bevan Michel, Mr Pat Bradley and
Ms Arlene Fletcher were among 400 volunteer rural firefighters and
RFS committee members who took part in the NSW RFS 19th North
Region Exercise at Glen Innes. In 12 rounds of scenarios, crews were
trained and tested for their adaptability and work on the fire ground.
At the conclusion of the exercise Ms Fletcher won the Tony Jarrett
Perpetual Trophy for Best Strike Team Leader for 2019, and Mr Bradley
was recognised for his 16 years of contribution to the exercise and
innovation to pumping scenarios. Meanwhile the real-life skills earned
by our Rural Fire students who fought the Melrose bushfire during
Activities Week last year (see Binghi 183) has been acknowledged
statewide in the latest RFSA newsletter.

Arlene Fletcher and Pat Badley (yellow shirts) receive their awards from, respectively,
Acting Regional Manager - Region North RFS Tim Butcher and RFS Association
president Ken Middleton

Leadership, Service, Adventure
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

Year 3 explore Natural History
Mrs Hawksford and Year 3 had a fantastic time at the UNE
Natural History Museum in February with a wonderful
provocation to their IB unit 'Sharing the Planet', the central
idea being 'Living things need to adapt in order to survive'.
Scientist Russell Bricknell spoke about his life as a scientist
and his contributions to global research on the horseshoe
crab, and its adaptations. The class discussed the concepts
of extinction and endangered animals, then looked at
various skeletons to ascertain what they were and identify
their specific adaptations.

The world is their classroom
Year 4 invited parents and friends to share in their learning journey
when they concluded their IB trans-disciplinary theme ‘Who we are’
in Week 7. The Central Idea of the theme was ‘Cultural backgrounds
influence beliefs, values and actions.’
To celebrate, everyone enjoyed a cultural feast, at which students gave
presentations on their inquiry of interest. As always, students were
encouraged to step out of their comfort zones – this time, perhaps with
their taste buds! It was an informative and delicious way to wrap up the
unit.

Check mate to Peter at Sydney
Chess Academy event

Lucy Taylor studied a dingo at the UNE Natural History Museum

Every Friday the Headmaster 'wins' a different class to spend a period with - and
late last term he spent it with Kindergarten! The children loved hearing Mr Guest
bring to life the lovely friendship of Pearl Barley and Charlie Parsley. It's a favourite
of theirs - and possibly Mr Guest's!

Talented young chess player Peter Thompson (Year 4) had an
outstanding day at an inter-school chess competition run by the Sydney
Chess Academy at PLC on 9 April. Peter won six of his seven games and
was placed first in the junior competition. The youngest in the TAS team
was in just Year 2. There were 74 teams from a range of regional schools
that took part.

Long-standing Athletics records fall

Saddled with success

From egg and spoon races and a dress up relay for Transition, to record
breaking performances by seniors – such was the mix of fun and effort
at the Junior School Athletics Championships. Year 5 student Charlie
Ward, 11, broke two long-standing records - for the Senior Girls Discus
at 19.8m, beating the old record of 14.29m set by Maddie Taylor in 2009,
and also broke a record two years older than her age for the Senior Girls
Shot Put, hurling 7.49m, 19cm more than the record set by Adelaide
Sherriff in 2006. Charlie Ward and Oliver Goudge won the overall highest
point score trophies, (girl and boy) but all agreed that every student that
took part was a champion in their own way.

Junior School students Charlie Ward and Joshua Bourke represented
TAS at the Macintyre High School Horse Sports at Inverell on 6-7 April
with notable success. Being the only two competitors for Junior School,
each competed in various Hack (Hack, Rider and Pairs) and Sporting
(Barrels, Bends, Flags, Running T, Keyhole and 3 Mug Race) events.
Charlie achieved 5 firsts, 4 seconds and 1 third and was the 11-13 years
Girl Champion Rider. Joshua achieved 4 firsts, 4 seconds and 1 third and
was 7-9 years Boys Champion rider. In the Small Schools Teams event,
they placed first even though TAS had only two of a possible five riders
in its team.

Cade Rogers of Transition loved taking part in the novelty events

Charlie Ward and Joshua Bourke came home from the Macintyre High School Horse
Sports with a swag of ribbons

Water fun in and out of the pool
Family participation is what makes the Junior School swimming carnival
so successful and this year was no exception. Kindergarten and Year 1
enjoyed water games on the lawn, including sprinkler relays and a slip and
slide. Meanwhile those in Years 2-5 threw themselves into the pool with
great enthusiasm, whether it be the novelty events or the more arduous
races. Whether they were selling cakes or timekeeping, our parents played
an important part in making it the day it was.
Ross House were the champions on the day and Charlie Ward won the
Rofeta Cup (highest pointscore girl) while Joe Fenwicke, took out the
Macready Cup (for highest pointscore boy).

Kindergarten student Ruby Rice enjoyed the sprinkler fun

Junior School
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WEAR THE

SPIRIT OF
			125!

You don’t have to wear your heart on your sleeve for our
quasquicentennial when you can do so much else! To commemorate
this historic year, the School has developed a line of special merchandise
to suit all budgets.
Look smart in the 125th anniversary pure silk tie (pictured right) Silver
and white-bordered stripes on a textured navy background, it evokes
the traditional TAS school tie in a grown-up kind of way. The discrete
TAS 125 logo is a permanent reminder of a century and a quarter of
history but in an understated fashion ensuring it will remain a muchused part of your neckwear for many years to come. Excellent quality
and value at $35.
Slip on some colourful cotton-blend socks (above) – very practical and
versatile yet a little bit fun. As worn and endorsed by our record-breaking
team of riders in this year’s Tour de Rocks! Buy one pair or buy several –
they are a steal at $15.
Wishing you had some way of keeping just a couple of cards and your
mobile phone in the one place? A self-adhesive latex TAS card pocket
(see right) is just the ticket. Perfect for when you really don’t want to
carry around a bulky wallet as well as your phone. At a mere $3, they
really are a ‘smart’ phone accessory!
You can stick you support for TAS - on your car, on your computer,
anywhere really, for just $2 (bottom right).
And keep an eye out for our all-natural canvas carry-bags and
commemorative blue and straw rugby tops (modelled on the jerseys
worn by our rugby players back in the day) that will be available shortly.
Limited stocks only; so don’t delay, order today. To purchase, contact
Mrs Vivienne Tearle in the TAS Uniform and Book Shop on (02) 6776 5900.
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OLD ARMIDALIANS'

notes
Congratulations
Andrew Sypkens (90-96) and his wife Gillian welcomed in to
the world in September a second son, Tom, a brother for John (3
years). Andrew is an independent architect and project manager in
Melbourne. Thanks to his proud grandmother Susan for the update.
Daniel Kiss (02-05) married Amy-Louise Peen on 8 December at
Sea World on the Gold Cost. Conducting the ceremony was Rev
Eric Percival (staff 96-05); Daniel was well supported by a team of
OAs including best man Christopher McKern (97-05) and three
groomsmen, his brothers Brenton Kiss (07-09) and Benjamin Kiss
(07-10) and Darren Chiu (2000-05). The couple honeymooned in
Europe and live in Hervey Bay where Daniel is teaching Agriculture
and Science with the Qld Department of Education.

TAS was well represented at the wedding of Angus Trenerry (04-11)
and Ruby McLean at St Michael’s Anglican Church in Wollongong
on 15 December. Matthew Wykniet (06-11) and Andrew Patrick
(06-11) were ‘best men’, and brother Brent Trenerry (04-08) was a
groomsman. Tim Williamson (05-11) played the organ before the
ceremony, whilst TAS Chaplain Rev Richard Newton said Grace at the
Reception. The couple live in Summer Hill, Sydney; Angus is teaching
English and Drama at William Clarke College in Kellyville whilst Ruby
is a graphic designer.

Former staff member and Honorary OA Max Tavener was awarded
an Order of Australia Medal (OAM) in this year’s Australia Day Honours
List. Max’s award was for his service to war veterans, most notably as
the current president of the Armidale Branch of the RSL. During his
time at TAS Max was actively involved in the cadet unit, rifle shooting
and logistics for the Hawkesbury Canoe Classic, continuing to provide
support in a voluntary capacity for some years after his ‘official’
retirement from the School.

Condolences
A further note about Bronson Pont (01) (see Binghi 183) from his
father Michael: “Bronson enjoyed his year at TAS on farm stays,
playing rugby, school cadets and the friends he made there. Also,
there is no doubt the year Bronson was at TAS helped mature him to a
young adult and being an only child, he learned important socialising
skills.”
Binghi has been informed of the death on 18 May 2018 of John
Trebeck (61).
John Childs (59-64) was the first to inform us of the passing of his
good friend James (Jim) Rollo Robinson (61-64) in the UK on 17
January 2018, after a short illness. English-born but sent to TAS whilst
his parents worked in the Pacific Islands, Jim then spent a year at UNE
and jackerooed at Tenterfield before returning to the UK to complete
his degree at Silsoe College (Cranfield University). He worked for
Massey Ferguson and then, with others, set up Agrisystems which
provided agricultural advice and technical input to developing
countries, including in Asia and the South Pacific, also giving him the
opportunity to visit lifelong friends from TAS and UNE days. From the
early 1980s he lived near Oxford and became involved in many of the
village’s activies including the Real Ale beer festivals and Ramblers.
Always active, even in his last year of life he climbed Mt Kenya and
hiked through the Australian Alps. Jim is survived by his brother
Jeremy (Tich) (61-66), his wife Janet, children Michael and Suzy and
two grandsons.
Senior Prefect of TAS in his final year and son of the School’s ninth
Headmaster GA Fisher, Dr Robin Gerard Fisher OAM (40-44) passed
away peacefully in Tamworth on 7 February 2019 aged 92. His long
service to the community of Tamworth as a general practitioner and
in an honorary role as Medical Officer to the Hunter River Lancers was
recognised with an Order of Australia Medal in 2003. Condolences
to his family including his four daughters and five grandchildren; his
wife Nadine (Nicki) pre-deceased him.
TAS Chaplain from 1975 until his retirement in 1995, Rev William
(Bill) Howarth passed away in Armidale on 9 February after a short
illness. Supported by his first (late) wife June, he was also Head of
The Armidale School Preparatory School from 1979-1989, overseeing
the introduction of co-education into the junior school in his final
year, with four girls enrolling at the start of the year. Bill also taught
Commerce in the senior school as well as Divinity. As Meg Sadler
(staff 1987-present) recalls: “He would joke about being a master of
God and Mammon when he had to pick up a Commerce class to fill
his load.” Bill was also involved in Music Halls and well after he left TAS
was still marrying and conducting funerals of OAs and baptising their
children.
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Dozens of former students, parents and colleagues attended
his funeral service at St Peter’s Cathedral on 22 April which was
conducted by Dean of the Cathedral Rev Chris Brennan (82-87),
with readings by Rev Roger Zohrab (72-77) and the Headmaster and
singing by the TAS Chapel Choir. Our thoughts continue to be with
his wife of 10 years, Judy, and his children Bryce Wentworth (75-81),
Roslyn and (Rev) Ian (75-84).
Several TAS Old Boys were among the mourners at the funeral in
Toowoomba on 26 March of Harold ‘Tich’ Mills (40-46), who passed
away on 15 March after a short illness. During his life he did many
things – working in banking in Sydney and Roma, running a café in
Toowoomba where he also managed the local squash centre, had a
milk run, a painting business, investing in property and in latter years,
in renovation work. Tich had great affection for his old school and
regularly returned to TAS on Old Boys Weekends and kept in touch
with the lifelong friends he made here. Our sympathies to his second
wife Ben, sons Martin, Andrew, Roger and Christopher and their
families. Thanks to his old school chum Keith (Sam) Coulton (39-46),
who kindly informed us of Tich’s death – and who is recovering well
from a recent hip replacement in Brisbane.

The donation from the Lams, who live in Hong Kong, will establish
the AG and IC McCready Honours Scholarship for Classical Languages
and seed a new AG and IC McCready Lectureship in Ancient Greek.
The McCreadys were both Greek and Latin scholars and teachers at
the university and various schools in Armidale.
A solid contingent of Old Armidalians and wives attended the annual
GPSOBU Council lunch at Port Macquarie on Saturday 16 March. The
guest speaker at the lunch, held at Sails Waterfront Resort, was former
TAS teacher (and former Shore Headmaster) Bob Grant AM. Pictured
are (back row, l-r) Martin English (88-93), Robert Dew (59-63), Tony
Thomas (69), Paddy Flower (62-63), Larry Williams (82-86), Don
McRae (62-67), Bob Crossman (58-64), (front row) Ted Giblin (57-62),
Alistair Flower (88-93), Craig Teasdell (88-91), Jamie Holbeck (8390) and Peter Sanders (66-73).

Round ‘n’ About
What started as an impromptu lunch for four at the Kirribilli Club
at Lavender Bay grew to be a get together of 10 Old Armidalians
on 14 March and a pledge to make it an annual event. According
to John Childs (59-64) there was so much talking that it was hard
to get a word in edge ways! “It was great to see Michael Dawson
(63) after 56 years and it is good to see how no one has changed.......
much!.” Making the trip to attend were Bob Crossman (58-64) from
Taree, Robert Gowing (62-63) from Muswellbrook and Paddy Flower
(62-63) rolled down the peninsula from Collaroy. Such was the fun
that Ian Hutchison (59-63) has agreed to organise three other
lunches for 63-66 leavers on 6 June, 5 September and 5 December!
(To register: ian.g.hutchison@gmail.com). Pictured, clockwise from
front left: Michael Dawson, Bob Crossman, Andrew (Wilbur)
Woodhill (58-63), Paddy Flower, Robert Gowing, Michael Smith
(59-63), John Childs, Geoff Quayle (63-64), Hugh Wyndham (60-65),
Ian Hutchison.

The friendship developed between an Armidale family and Wai Kwon
(Luam) Lam (61-62) during his time as a boarder at TAS resulted in
a $300,000 donation to the UNE’s Classics Department, in honour of
Alfred McCready and his wife Irene. The McCreadys frequently hosted
Luam during school holidays including on trips across the eastern
seaboard and they remained lifelong friends.

Having worked in cafes in south-east Melbourne following his
graduation from William Angliss Institute with a Diploma in Resort
and Hotel Management, Reiji Honour (05-10) has gone out on
his own and opened a café in Camberwell specialising in Fusion
Australian and Japanese cuisine. Called Hibiki. It is open for breakfast
and lunch seven days a week and proving to be very popular.
Congratulations to Bradley Boundy (02-07), one of 11 graduates
chosen for a two-year program at ANSTO (Australia’s Nuclear Science
and Technology Organisation), Sydney, home to the country’s only
nuclear reactor, OPAL. Brad, a mechatronics engineer (designer of
smart machines and systems) who graduated from the University of
Technology, Sydney, in 2015, started at ANSTO in early December,
working for the Health division. It is, Brad told The Armidale Express,
the only radiopharmaceuticals production facility in Australia, and
one of only a handful worldwide. Over the course of the program,
Brad will rotate into other business areas, including a month’s stint in
the CEO’s office.
The recovery of Richard Tombs (84-85) who suffered a severe neck
injury last August is steady, but slow - and the newly established
‘Guns Out Spinal Foundation’ is holding a Gala Benefit Dinner
on 21 June at The Star in Sydney to raise vital funds for Richard’s
rehabilitation and day-to-day life. Phil Kearns will MC the night;
other speakers are yet to be confirmed, but it’s sure to be a great
night. Warwick Butt (82-84) said it won’t be a typical rugby dinner,
but a special event at which partners are most welcome, for a very
good cause. For more information contact Warwick at WarwickButt@
nbnco.com.au or go to http://www.cvent.com/d/z6qqg8/4W. The
Foundation will also be the focus of this year’s TAS City 2 Surf team.

2019

60 and 60+ Year Reunion
Emily Griffiths

TAS REUNION WEEKEND 2-4 AUGUST
125TH ANNIVERSARY

P: 02 6776 5823
E: egriffit@as.eduau

Draft Schedule at 3.5.19

55 Year Reunion
Paddy Flower
M: 0418 468 708
E: pflower@bigpond.net.au

Friday, 2 August

Rob Mitchell
M: 0487 308 989
E: mitchrm@bigpond.net.au

6.30pm

School v OAs Swimming - TAS Swim Centre

6 - 7pm

Happy Hour - Hoskins Centre

7 - 9pm

Official opening of TAS Reunion Weekend - Hoskins Centre
Barbecue and cash bar - All encouraged to attend

Saturday, 3 August
8.30am

Shooting - School v OAs at Meadowfield Rifle Range
Tennis - School v OAs on the Park Courts

9.00am

OAU/P&F Barbecue commences

9.00am
11.00am

Chess - School v OAs in Archdall Room
Official Opening of Chapel Street Gates ( Donated to the School by OAU )

11.30am

Bell Tower Society Brunch in Hoskins Foyer
(OAs over 65 years) $30 pp
Tours of the School depart from the McConville Centre
Rugby 1st XV v The Scots College
Tug-o-War (10 Year Leavers)
Hoskins Bar open for drinks
Concert in Hoskins Centre
OAU Official Dinner commences with pre-dinner drinks in Memorial Hall followed by
dinner in the Dining Hall for 40, 50, 55, 60, 60+ year reunions. Cost $100pp
Old Armidalians from other year groups and partners are also encouraged to attend.

11.30am
12.00pm
12.45pm
2.00pm
2.00pm
6.00pm

Sunday, 4 August
9.30am

50 Year Reunion
Peter Imlay
M: 0414 342 402
E: paimlay@paideas.com
Andrew Heap
M: 0400 852 485
E: andrewheap1@gmail.com
40 Year Reunion
Andrew Erratt
M: 0418 441 848
E: andrew.erratt@outlook.com
30 Year Reunion
Alistair Galbraith
M: 0417 638 260
E: alistair.galbraith@rm.net.au
25 Year Reunion
Blake Palmer
M: 0429 725 637
E: blake.palmer@baybridge.com.au
Jonathon Heath
0438 447 894
E: jonathon@heathfilm.com.au

OAU Chapel Service - TAS Chapel

10.30am

Morning Tea - Big School

11.00am

OAU AGM, Venue - Lower Maxwell Room
20 Year Reunion
Sam Wood
M: 0418 881 369
E: samwood1982@gmail.com
10 Year Reunion

OAU Sport Organisers 2019
Chess

E: mitchell.bill@outlook.com

Rob Busby M: 0412 234 288
E: robbusby@ozemail.com.au

Tennis

Shooting ( Meadowfield Range)

Simon Wright M: 0458 423 523
E: simon@wongwibinda.com.au

David Rose M: 0418 660 380
E: davidrose11@mac.com
Hugh Cameron M: 0458 366 253
E: hughsueapplegum@bigpond.com

Swimming
Bill Mitchell M: 0427 758 378
To book and pay for the Reunion Dinner or the Bell Tower Brunch visit www.as.edu.au/
community/old-armidalians-union/tas-reunion-weekend-2019/
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Andrew Liston
M: 0477 060 525
E: aliston6@gmail.com
5 Year Reunion
Ben Mulligan
M: 0429 657 076
E: benmulligan88@gmail.com
George Berry
M: 0458 187 859
E: bezza635@gmail.com

BUILDING ON THE PAST, INTO THE FUTURE –
					THE OAU/FOUNDATION BUILDING APPEAL
Over the past 125 years the magnificent TAS campus has been developed through the hard work and generosity of so many
– so there’s no more fitting way to commemorate our quasquicentennial than being part of two signature projects that will
enhance the amenity of the School.
The Old Armidalians’ Union’s 125th gift to the School will be a new set of gates from Chapel St. Designed by the School’s longtime architect Antony Deakin, the gates will echo the entryways from Douglas, Barney and Mann Streets whilst providing safe
heavy vehicle and pedestrian access through what is now the main entry to TAS for so many in the wider community. Already
one generous Old Boy has offered to donate most of the bricks required but there is plenty more to raise to make this $40,000
anniversary project a reality.
Old Armidalians are encouraged to donate to this appeal which is being managed by the TAS Foundation. Already
one generous Old Boy has offered to donate most of the bricks required, but there’s plenty more to raise to make this
anniversary project a reality and built before Reunion Weekend when they will be officially opened. The top 20 donors will be
acknowledged on a plaque – please consider putting your name amongst them! We will keep you posted if you are on the
leaderboard, however donors are asked to do so before the end of the financial year so the appropriate plaque can be prepared
in time.
The TAS Foundation’s project is the restoration of the Dining Hall, with new staging, lighting, sound, tables and seating that
does justice to Sir John’s Sulman’s magnificent design. One of the hallmark public spaces at TAS, it is right and proper that the
Dining Hall once again shine as it should. Some work has already been done, but there’s still more to do.
Please support the OAU and Foundation in these projects as your way of commemorating this very special anniversary for
The Armidale School by clicking on the link (https://www.as.edu.au/tas-125th-anniversary-appeal/) or calling Director of
Development Ms Cressida Mort on (02) 6776 5800. All donations are fully tax deductible.
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Reunion Weekend
2-4 August
In the School’s 125th anniversary year, TAS Reunion Weekend
promises to be bigger than ever!
Organisation is well underway for three days of catching up with old
friends, making new ones and seeing how much TAS has changed
(yet stayed the same). For those who were in the class of 1949,
1959, 1964, 1969, 1979, 1989, 1994, 1999, 2009 or 2014 it will be
a particularly memorable weekend with special reunion events
planned.
Festivities officially kick off in the Hoskins Centre on Friday night
for drinks from 6-9pm with nibbles, and music. The OAU is hoping
all reunion organisers will encourage their groups to attend this
informal welcome to the weekend .
Once again there will be sporting competitions between the School
and the Old Armidalians in swimming (on Friday night), tennis, chess
and shooting, which will this year include a special shoot for the GPS
Champion team from 1959 (see below).

CELEBRATING

125 years!
As part of the celebrations, TAS will host 10 rugby teams from The
Scots College, culminating in the TAS First XV taking to Backfield
around 12noon and guaranteed to be a showcase of quality
schoolboy rugby.
Elsewhere there will be celebrations of the creative arts and other
wonderful things happening at TAS.
The Union Dinner in the Dining Hall on Saturday night will be the
venue for reunion dinners for 40 year leavers and above, and any
other Old Armidalians wishing to attend. Functions for 30 year leavers
and below will be held downtown; for the list of organisers, please
see the draft schedule on the back of the mailing cover sheet and also
online at www.as.edu.au/community/old-armidalians-union/
It is hoped many will also attend the OA Chapel Service and AGM to
wrap up things on Sunday.
More details to come – but make your bookings today, either online
or by calling TAS Reception on (02) 6776 5800.

A highlight will be the official opening on Saturday morning of the
OAU Chapel St Gates, the Union’s 125th gift to the School.

Triumphant 1959 GPS champions to return for Reunion Weekend
They were the first TAS team to ever win the GPS Shooting
Championship – that is, all three matches (the Rawson Cup, the
Buchanan Shield and the NRA Shield) in the one competition.
Sixty years later, Hugh Cameron (52-59) is hoping that as many
of the 1959 Shooting team as possible will return to TAS for
Reunion Weekend for friendly small bore competition against
both other OA shooters and the school.
The 1959 team comprised of, pictured, (standing) Bruce
Parsons, Stephen Booth, John Swain, John Robinson,Terry
Coventry, Roger Thomas (dec’d), (front) Graeme Cutler,
Kim Felton-Taylor (capt), Mr AR Yeoman, Mr AC Mason,
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Rick Old, John Hill and (not in photo) Robert Downey.
Hugh said modifications will be made to the gallery at the
Meadowfield range to enable shooters and spotters to be
seated if they would prefer.
“We are hoping that the shooting captains of each of the
reunion years returning to TAS will be able to provide a couple
of shooters for what should be an enjoyable morning.” To
register your interest, email Hugh on hughsueapplegum@
bigpond.com or call 0458 366 253.

