
binghi
ISSUE 185 – TERM 2 2019

INSIDE: PHILOSOTHON 

  Region’s bright minds

  ponder big ideas

 

 SHAKESPEARE SUCCESS
 Students get inspired

 by the Bard

 

 SPORTING HONOURS
 State and GPS representation

 for talented athletes

 



IN THIS ISSUE 

From the Headmaster 2

Reflection Space takes shape 3
Leadership, Service & Adventure

Anzac Day Service .................................................. ....   4

Wellbeing
Mental Health a focus of Batyr visit ........................ 5 
Aboriginal Students show their colours ............... 5

Academic Focus
TAS hosts inauguaral Philosothon .......................... 6 
Trio win Titration Competition ................................. 6 
State finalist relishes Brain Bee Challenge ........... 7            
Girls in Science Day ...................................................... 7 
Flying scholarship awarded  ..................................... 8 
Canberra Excursion a Capital trip  ........................... 8 
Shakespeare comes alive  .......................................... 9

Co-Curricular Life  
Debaters clash across Houses and States ............ 10
Passion shared at GPS/CAS Oratory ....................... 10
Voices take to Opera House stage .......................... 11
Breadth of music on show at Eisteddfod ............. 11
Honours awarded for national competition ....... 12
Chess players making the right moves ................. 12 
Family medal at canoeing titles ............................... 12 
Riders relish Equestrian Expo ................................... 13 
State duties for hockey reps...................................... 14
Frensham hockey visit ................................................. 14
Socceroo insights for football tourists .................. 15
TAS hosts NCIS football titles .................................... 15
GPS rugby jerseys for duo .......................................... 16
Trio make NSW Country selection .......................... 16
Confidence builds through rugby season ........... 16 
TAS, Farrer share spoils in clash ............................... 17

Junior School News
Year 3 make Matter  ..................................................... 18
da Vinci Decathletes tackle challenges ................. 18
Young leaders learn skills ........................................... 19
A Cuppa for Cancer ...................................................... 19 
Courage rewarded at Eisteddfod ............................ 19

Staff News
Farewell to Meg Sadler ............................................... 20
Mercury restored........................................................... 20 
St Christopher’s Fiji ‘alumni’ sought ........................ 20

TAS Community
TAS Foundation ............................................................. 21
Old Armidalians’ News ................................................ 22-24

Binghi is a production of The Armidale School published at the 
end of each school term.
Editor: Tim Hughes 
Layout and Design: Donna Jackson 
Photography: Tim Hughes, Tim Scott, Alasdair Hey, Boom 
Tangpoocharoen, Renata Davidson, Sid Nalliah, Michael Ball, 
Michael Taylor, Catherine Boydell, Stephen Bell

The Armidale School 
Locked Bag 3003, Armidale NSW 2350 
Tel (02) 6776 5851 | binghi@as.edu.au | www.as.edu.au

Cover: Harry Davidson, Mary Flannery, Charlotte Pease and Chloe 
Garcia prepare to compete at the North West Equestrian Expo 
(Photo: Renata Davidson)

FROM THE

HEADMASTER

There is no shortage of advice to teachers and heads of schools looking for new 
ideas and direction. Whether from educational authorities presenting new policy 
or the ever growing array of commercial packages from the new generation of 
educational companies promising ‘deep learning’ and ‘cultural change’, the offers 
come in every day. In this close local environment of opportunity overload, the 
chance to visit real and relevant schools is invaluable and I had that opportunity 
recently whilst on leave in Term 2, seeing a range of UK schools that presented 
fresh perspective that is similar in background and aspirations, but different in local 
environment and demands.

The selection of schools was deliberate. They were of different sizes, locations and 
histories, but all with links to the TAS situation. All were co-educational with most 
having been boys’ schools, all were boarding schools with significant boarding 
populations, most were in regional areas and all had identified particular places for 
themselves in the English boarding school landscape. As hoped, new ideas and 
perspectives were offered which presented a freshness beyond the mainstream 
initiatives in NSW and the generosity and frankness of the schools was refreshing and 
rewarding.

Beyond the new initiatives, clear quality of the offerings and impressive historical 
buildings, much of the flavour of the issues being faced and responses to them was 
very familiar. These included the socially profound impact of the proliferation of 
social media, disproportionate public focus on academic league tables that say more 
about the innate ability of the students enrolled than the effectiveness of the school, 
admirably keen focus on child protection or ‘safeguarding’ as it is referred to in the UK 
and the ever increasing focus on school marketing in a country where being old and 
respected is no longer enough.

However reassuring it was to see the similarities between us, the most important 
lessons came not from how the schools reacted to the current pressures bearing 
down on them, but how proactive they were in other areas that reflected what they 
valued in educating young people for the world ahead of them. School heads and 
senior staff spoke openly about the challenges they face today, but they were keen 
that those matters alone did not constrain their aspirations for their students and 
their schools. They spoke of the importance of breadth of experience, challenge, 
engagement with the wider world and ensuring that life was never too easy for their 
students. They extolled the virtues of teachers and other staff who take initiatives 
well beyond their job descriptions to ensure their students have and grow through 
such experiences and saw the hunger in their students for testing their capabilities 
in all manner of fields. This, rather than the inspection reports and league tables that 
they endure, defined their schools.

The message to me was clear. Whilst all schools have an obligation to react to 
important issues such as safeguarding children and guiding them through the 
plethora of new technology challenges, truly good schools will not let these 
demands blind them to what else must be offered to empower young people 
with an appetite for challenge, the resilience to push through disappointment 
and setbacks and the confidence that they can tackle the world ahead of them. 
It is something that has been in the bones of TAS for generations and seeing it 
in a range of fine schools may not have been a profound revelation. It was more 
valuable though than any bright new idea of the moment and a reminder that the 
fundamentals of educating the next generation to take their place in the world has 
changed little over time.

VALUES REMAIN A CONSTANT IN A TIME OF CHANGE
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NEW GARDEN 
REFLECTS ON THE PAST,  
LOOKS TO THE FUTURE 
 
As commented on in the last edition of Binghi, 
the 125th anniversary of the School not only 
provides an opportunity to celebrate all the 
good that has been achieved since the New 
England Proprietary School opened its doors 
in 1894, but also openly acknowledge that not 
all in our history is proud. Construction of the 
‘Reflection Space’ heralded last term continues 
apace to ensure that it will be completed by 
Reunion Weekend. Developed out of concepts 
proposed by a number of Old Armidalians and 
designed by landscape architect Julie McRae, 
the garden, located between the Croft Dam 
and the DG Park Tennis Courts, is inspired by 
the natural bushland of the region which has 
historically provided adventure, solace and 
release for TAS students. It is hoped that Old 
Armidalians will feel welcome in this space for 
years to come and benefit from the message 
it brings. 
 
Related to this physical statement of apology, 
the School Board earlier this year committed 
to TAS joining the National Redress Scheme 
which provides acknowledgement, support 
and an avenue for redress to people who 
experienced institutional child sexual abuse. 
Once the process of joining the Scheme has 
been completed, redress through that means 
will be open and that will be communicated 
by email to our community.

Sebastian Hempel  Murray Guest
Chairman  Headmaster

The Reflection Space under construction
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ANZAC legacy embedded in 
our national character

It was born on the battlefields of Gallipoli, reaffirmed in the 
muddy trenches of the Western Front, proven in the rugged 
Kokoda mountains and cemented in the deserts of Iraq 
and Afghanistan, but the legacy of ANZAC is around us in 
everyday life, said the special guest at the School’s Anzac 
Service on 2 May.

“We hear the term ANZAC legend and generally associate 
it with military service, something that’s somewhat distant 
and only attributed to heroes fighting wars far away. Heroes 
today are our teachers, doctors, farmers, police officers, 
ambulance drivers and firefighters – they are all significant 
contributors to this great nation, and the foundation of their 
service is born through the ANZAC legend,” Captain Lewis 
Crothers, currently Future Operations Battle Captain and 
Assistant Operations Officer for the Royal Millitary College, 
Duntroon said.

Captain Crothers (pictured below with the Acting 
Headmaster, Alan Jones) an Old Armidalian who grew up at 
Glen Innes, said the ANZAC spirit of tenacity, comradeship, 
selflessness and determination was also part of the 
characteristic of TAS, whether it be on the sporting field, at 
2am paddling the Hawkesbury Canoe Classic, pitching in for 
chores in the boarding house or gathering together singing 
war cries at the swimming carnival.

“This legacy was forged by the three Sandilands brothers 
from Dangarsleigh, along with the 100 other slain Old Boys 
and staff whose names I heard read out at ANZAC Day 
services throughout my time as TAS. Forged by the mothers 
and sisters, daughters and wives who both served and held 
the fort at home,” he said. 

“We are all custodians of the ANZAC spirit; it lives in each of 
us and it is behoved upon us all to champion the legacy.”

The School Ceremonial Guard formed the catafalque 
party for the service, as they had done on Anzac Day 
at Dangarsleigh and in Armidale’s Central Park. The 
commemoration included the reading of the 103 fallen Old 
Boys and staff who made the ultimate sacrifice in conflicts 
from the Boer War to Afghanistan and laying of wreaths to 
all who had fallen.



Binghi 185 – 5 Wellbeing

Continuing a partnership running since 2015, the social agency 
Batyr was at TAS in the last week of term, working with students 
from Years 9-12 on a range of age-appropriate issues.

Working with each year group, key speakers ran workshops and 
breakout sessions which focussed on a different aspect of mental 
health and aimed to empower them as young adults to make 
informed decisions about their own health. A parent forum held 
the night before the end of term included the opportunity to ask 
questions to a panel of mental health professionals. After a busy 
term it was a great opportunity for the students to reflect on 
topics as various as bullying, stress, anxiety, self-esteem, gratitude 
and friendship.

Batyr visit  

Students prepare for Indigenous commemorations
To coincide with the annual visit by Sydney Boys' High on the first weekend of Term 3,  TAS will hold its 'Indigenous 
Round'. The School’s Aboriginal students have been decorating football and rugby boots to wear on the occasion, and 
those in the First and Second XV will also wear special rugby jerseys in TAS colours featuring a design by local Anaiwan 
man Nick Levy. 

“Our students are very proud of their culture and this is a way of celebrating that in similar fashion to professional 
sports,” said TAS Aboriginal Students’ Officer Clarrie Moran.

Among the students is Leon Kelly who last year played in the National Aboriginal Lloyd McDermott Rugby 7’s Team 
and in the final week of term took part in  leadership camp conducted by the University of New England’s Oorala 
Centre. With NAIDOC Week once again falling in the winter school holidays, TAS will commemorate the event in late 
August with an assembly and the annual Aboriginal Students’ Dinner. 

Heza Bird (Year 7) starts work on his rugby boots for the special fixture
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Are all people of equal value? Can you ever not be yourself?  Where is 
your mind?

Big questions such as these were on the slate for almost 70 students 
from four Armidale schools who competed at the inaugural New 
England Philosothon at TAS on 26 June.

At the think-a-thon, teams made up of students from each school 
explored big ideas using a collaborative Committee of Inquiry model. 
Students were evaluated for the way they developed their thoughts 
through different perspectives and encouraged all members of their 
circle to contribute discussion along the way. Unlike debating, there 
is no set direction of thought, all viewpoints are respected, and the 
process of exploration is as important as any conclusions.

In addition to set topics students had been given ahead of time, were 
two mystery questions chosen from a list developed by students. 

Older students pondered ‘Is there free will?’ while the junior division 
discussed ‘Is memory reliable?’ TAS won the senior school division, with 
students Lachlan Reiss Wears being named most promising philosopher 
and Lachlan Hey voted by peers as the Philosopher’s Philosopher. 

Among the judges were lecturers and tutors from the University of 
New England’s Philosophy department. The event was auspiced by the 
Federation of Australasian Philosophy in Schools Associations which 
aims to expand the teaching of Philosophy in regional areas. It is hoped 
that the event will be larger next year involving more schools from 
across the region.

 “It’s a great way to be able to discuss topics that normally aren’t 
discussed at such depth especially in schools, in a set amount of time 
and according to a few rules,” said Lachlan Reiss-Wears. “It helps broaden 
your opinion and provides new thoughts on matters in an engaging 
way.” 

Dan Williams (Department of Education) adjudicates the discussion (clockwise from 
top left) Rami Simoki (ASC), Georgia MacMahon (OCCC), Izaac Quaife (OCCC), Will 
Jubb (TAS), Lochlan Nicoll (TAS), Rachael Kenrick (PLC) and Lily McCarthy (ASC). 

STUDENTS PONDER BIG QUESTIONS 
AS TAS HOSTS INAUGURAL PHILOSOTHON 

Year 11 trio have the right chemistry 
Year 11 students Lucy Ball, Bronte Garcia and Alistair Le Surf placed first 
in the regional RACI NSW Schools Titration Competition, held at UNE on 
4 June as part of the university’s Booster program. Titration is the art of 
chemical analysis using finely graduated glassware to perform acid-
base neutralisation reactions.  In the lead up to the competition, the 
trio honed their pipette and burette-wielding skills for two hours each 
afternoon in the Chemistry laboratory to build their analytical precision. 

The competition is a quantitative analytical competition open to NSW 
students currently enrolled in Senior Chemistry studying towards the 
Higher School Certificate. The competition is held at a number of school 
and university venues throughout the State.
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Brain anatomy, identifying dragonfly larvae and applying 
technology to sheep husbandry... these were just some of 
the topics explored by  Year 7 and 8 TAS girls and others from 
across the region at UNE's first Girls in Science Day on 19 June. 
Designed to inspire more young women to consider STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) as a career, 
there was plenty of fun as part of the learning. 

At the university, one group used microscopes to identify 
different water bugs, dissected a brain, and took part in 
reaction time tests. They also took part in a panel discussion 
with female scientists about their careers and the nature of 
their work. 

Meanwhile at the UNE farm Chiswick, a second group analysed 
data about sheep reproduction and productivity, observed 
the use of technology in weighing and scanning animals and 
joined a video conference with 10 other research institutes also 
hosting a Girls in Science Day.

Through the various activities and speaking with various 
researchers and technicians face to face and online, the 
students came away from the day having explored different 
areas of science and learnt much about the wide range of 
career opportunities in the scientific world.

A passion for science rewarded Year 10 student Mehdi Ahsan 
with a top eight position in the state final of a prestigious 
national science competition. 

Out of more than 700 students from across New South 
Wales that entered the Australian Brain Bee competition by 
completing an online test at school, Mehdi ranked in the top 
85 students and was then selected for the state finals at the 
University of New South Wales in Sydney on 30 May. 

There they participated in two rounds of live questioning to 
determine the state champion and engage in activities to 
educate them about neuroscience and associated research. 
As a result, Mehdi was named eighth in NSW and was the only 
student from outside the metropolitan area.

“It was a good boost, knowing that I was among the top few 
people there and being the only student from regional NSW 
was also a big motivation for me to continue striving for a 
career in medicine or neuroscience,” he said.

The Australian competition for Year 10 students is a division 
of International Brain Bee, a world-wide neuroscience 
competition for high school students founded in 1999. The 
competition aims to encourage students to learn about the 
brain, capture their imaginations and inspire them to pursue 
neuroscience careers in order to help treat and find cures for 
neurological and psychological disorders.

Students inspired at first  
Girls in Science Day 

Essie Lindeman and Lilly-Bea Holmes-
Bradshaw prepare to dissect a brain at 
UNE’s first Girls in Science Day

AS TAS HOSTS INAUGURAL PHILOSOTHON 

Mehdi makes a bee line to 
neuroscience career
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Henry wins flying scholarship
Year 10 student Henry Mitchell (pictured in an Evektor 
Sportstar Light Sport Aircraft)) has been awarded a 2019 
Recreational Australia Scholarship to the value of $1500. 

Henry completed the Stage 5 Science elective Aviation 
in 2018, and placed first in Year 9. He took his first Trial 
Introductory Flight last year and since then has been 
flight training with Aspect Flight Training at Armidale 
Aerodrome. The scholarship will help Henry continue
 with his aviation tuition.

In the lead up to the Federal election, there was no more timely 
opportunity for the annual Year 6 excursion to Canberra in the second 
week of term. The students hit the ground bouncing – literally, visiting 
the trampoline centre FlipOut as soon as they arrived after an 11 hour 
bus trip. A packed schedule started with visits to the National Mint, 
Parliament House and the National Gallery. At Old Parliament House 
students role-played the scenario and discussed the dismissal of the 
Whitlam government to explain the concepts of the parliament and the 
executive.

At the Australian War Memorial a wreath was laid in memory of TAS 
Old Boys who died in service, and Mr Scott’s height was invaluable in 
placing poppies up high next to the names of the three Sandilands 
brothers who were killed in the Second World War. The National 
Arboretum, CSIRO Discovery Centre and National Museum all stimulated 
the students while at the Deep Space Communication Centre budding 
astronauts tried on space suits – all of them being in the age group 
required for the first Earthlings to set foot on Mars. The Australian 
Institute of Sport is always a favourite and this year was no exception. 
However for many, the highlight was possibly a night tour of the 
National Dinosaur Museum where the shadowy skeletons of prehistory 
seemingly came to life, getting the adrenalin going for students and 
staff alike.  All returned tired but with an insight into the workings of 
democracy – one of the Round Square IDEALS.

Canberra Excursion was a Capital Trip
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ENGLISH STUDENTS 

The Year 11 Advanced English class travelled to Sydney on 
18 May to see ‘Othello’ on stage at the Riverside Theatre 
in Parramatta. Being able to watch the dark themes of the 
play come to life on stage in front of them engaged the 
students in an exciting way and revealed new perspectives 
and meaning. 

Double prizes for their toil and trouble
‘Good things of day begin to droop and drowse; While night's black agents to their preys do rouse.’

Shakespeare’s Macbeth provided rich inspiration for TAS students who took part in this year’s Regional NSW Shakespeare Carnival, 
held at the Hoskins Centre on 12 June. Students from TAS, PLC and Moree Christian College expressed their passion for the Bard in 
ensemble, duologue, music, dance and film. Several were selected to perform their works at the State Final in Sydney on 29 June, 
with a work by Boom Tangpoocharoen (Year 10) taking out the smart phone Short Film category. Boom’s film Macbeth: A Servant’s 
Story explores some of the iconic moments of the plot through the eyes of a servant whose path intertwines with that of the titular 
Macbeth. 

An interpretative dance by Sammie Crossle, Sancia Ridgeway and Lydie Taylor pictured below which explores the triangular 
relationship between Macbeth, Lady Macbeth and Duncan placed third in the dance section. It was the third time work by TAS 
students was selected for the State final and the second year in which the School hosted a regional carnival.

Pictured above: Nicholas Monckton (left)  and Oliver Griffiths as servants in Boom Tangpoocharoen’s award winning film

RELIVE OTHELLO
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Do cliques exclude students and force them to conform to stereotype, 
or are they really just interest groups that give young people the self-
confidence and support to be themselves? Such were the alternate 
worlds offered by, respectively, Green and Ross houses in the Senior 
School inter-house debating final as they tackled the topic ‘That clique 
culture has a damaging effect on the wellbeing of students.’

Held during the last Assembly of term the final brought together the 
winners of two pools and the broader participation was reflected in the 
final which involved students from Years 9-12 speaking in confidence 
for up to seven minutes in front of their peers. Green was declared the 
winner – a result repeated a few days later in the Middle School final 
when the same two teams met to debate ‘That smokers should be 
denied access to Medicare.’

It was the culmination of the busiest term of the year for debating, 
having commenced with TAS hosting PLC and NEGS for the first round of 
the Middle School's Tri-Schools Shield. As host school TAS provided two 
teams in every year group to debate each school.  

The topics were all connected in some way to policies or ideas linked 
to the Federal Election, giving students the opportunity to engage in 
bigger issues. Each school won two debates with PLC set to host the 
next round in Term 3. 

Meanwhile in the National Virtual Debating competition, a double-
elimination format using teleconferencing, the Year 12 team lost 
their second debate, against Scotch College Melbourne, ending their 
run prematurely after losing their first debate due to technological 
challenges. Having narrowly lost to last year’s champions Canberra Girls’ 
Grammar, the Year 11 team had a win over Trinity  Catholic College 
Lismore and will face Scotch Oakburn College, Tasmania, in round 4 next 
term. Meanwhile a combined Year 9/10 team took the points against 
Scotch College Melbourne in round 1 and then defeated Canberra 
Girls Grammar in round 2, but suffered a narrow loss to The Essington 
International School, Darwin, in round 3. They still have another ‘life’, so 
will be looking to stay in the game through Term 3.

Phebe shares her passion at 
Lawrence Campbell Oratory

Phebe Hunt represented TAS in the Lawrence Campbell Oratory 
Competition on 10 May, this year hosted by Sydney Boys' High 
School. The 15 speakers from each GPS and CAS school were 
given 15 minutes to prepare an eight minute speech on one 
of three provided topics: ‘No-one told you when to run, you 
missed the starting gun’; ‘There’s nothing good or bad but 
thinking makes it so’ and ‘Same As It Ever Was’.

Phebe selected the third choice to speak passionately about 
the need for society to adopt gender blindness to overcome 
gender inequality. Previous competition winners have included 
Malcolm Turnbull, Nick Greiner, playwright Nick Enright and 
television personalities Andrew O'Keefe and Charles Firth, a 
reflection of the quality of candidates and the competition. 
Phebe was commended by one of the judges for the way 
she applied her strong content to the chosen topic. The clear 
winner was Sebastian Braham from Riverview who placed 
second last year and was one of three competitors backing up 
again. It was a great opportunity for Phebe in just the second 
time TAS has participated in the competition for many years.

Debaters clash across Houses and States 
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Erin Page and Belle Perrottet will be joining hundreds of vocalists from across the 
globe at the Gondawana Choral Festival in Sydney in July

TAS voices soar in global choir  
at Opera House 
Young voices from eight countries will fill the Sydney Opera House 
when the Gondwana World Choral Festival takes place in July – 
and amongst them will be two TAS Year 12 students.

Erin Page and Belle Perrottet have been selected to sing with the 
national Gondwana choir Latitude 34 at the festival, a week of 
rehearsals and workshops based at Sydney Conservatorium of 
Music from 10-17 July bookmarked by gala performances at the 
Opera House. 

“Belle and I were selected through the standard Gondwana Choirs 
audition progress when we auditioned in late September last year. 
We were placed in the choir Latitude 34 which meant we were 
automatically invited to perform at the World Choral Festival. 
We are the only choristers from Armidale, which is an achievement 
in itself as Armidale is one of the biggest contributors of choristers 
to Gondwana,” said Erin. 

Joining Latitude 34 through the week will be the Riga Cathedral 
Girls’ Choir from Latvia, the Estonian Television Girls’ Choir, the 
Guandong Experimental Middle School Choir from Guangzhou, 
China and the Indigenous Children’s Choir, amongst other 
ensembles. 

The broad repertoire features works by various contemporary 
international composers, some being performed for the first time. 
Evening concerts will be broadcast live on ABC National Radio.

Breadth of music showcased at Eisteddfod 
The Armidale Eisteddfod is a major event every year, occupying more 
than a month of the second term. While there was a deliberate move 
toward celebrating participation and away from competition this year, 
the results of TAS students across Junior, Middle and Senior School 
was strong, with 15 achieving first, second or third placings in the 
competitive sections.

New for TAS this year were two acapella ensembles (groups singing 
in harmony without instrumental accompaniment), with the Year 8 
Acapella Group winning the Year 10 and under Choir (PLC Perpetual 
Shield) and being awarded a mark of 99 for two contrasting pieces – the 
highest mark the adjudicator claimed she had ever given. On Choirs 
Night the TAS Secondary Choir took out the ultimate award of the night, 
the New England Choral Championship.

The fledgling TAS Pipes & Drums and TAS Drummers took part in 
non-competitive sections on Band Night, where the TAS Big Band won 
their section in the 24 Years & Under Band category. Other ensembles 
performing included TAS Middle Earth, the Rolling Oates contemporary 
rock band and Senior Jazz Ensemble.  

The creative experimentation of TAS Music students was also reflected at 
Composition Night, with more than 20 performing their own works.

TAS was also well represented at the final event, the Gala Concert, which 
included the Year 8 Acapella Group, the Rolling Oates contemporary 
music band and Year 12 Drama student Michael Harrell (along with other 
TAS students who performed throughout the Eisteddfod as part of New 
England Conservatorium of Music ensembles).

Miah Lupica and Disa Smart with the New England Choral Championship shield
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Canoeing Championships were 
a family affair 
Remy (Year 11), Lydie (Year 9) and Nina (Year 7) Taylor 
all came home with medals when they represented TAS 
at the NSW CHS and All Schools Championships on the 
Mann River at Hanging Rock Road, Cangai, at the end of 
May. Fifty competitors from across the state including 
many who train at the Penrith International Whitewater 
Course took part. Remy gained first placings in Open 
M K1 Slalom, M K1 Wildwater (WW) Sprints, M K1 WW 
Classic and Mixed C2 WW Sprints with Lydie and secured 
a silver in the Mixed C2 Slalom with Nina another in the 
C1 Slalom and a solo silver in the C1 Slalom.

Remy has competed at various events this year including 
the National Junior Championships on the Goulburn 
River, Victoria, and two International Canoe Federation 
(ICF) events at the Olympic Penrith Whitewater Stadium. 
According to ICF world rankings Remy has moved into 
15th overall in the Men’s for Australia and fifth in the 
Juniors for his efforts. 

Chess players making the right moves
Age is no impediment to battle on the checked board, with a younger 
TAS team than in previous years progressing well in the NSW Junior 
Chess League competition. In the first round they met O'Connor 
Catholic College and of the four boards played TAS won two -  but they 
were the right boards to win, giving TAS the points on the day. 
Round 2 was held at PLC on 23 May, with TAS taking three of the four 
boards in play. Then on 4 June the team travelled to Inverell to play Holy 
Trinity School in Round 3. TAS came away with the win, taking three 
boards with the fourth a draw. They also came away well nourished, 
thanks to the toasties kindly provided by Holy Trinity for morning tea 
on what was a bitterly cold morning! Having a bye in Round 5 means 
TAS progresses to the final, with our opponents yet to be finalised. With 
the team comprising players from Years 9 and 10, more success on the 
boards is likely to follow in years ahead.

Honours for competitors at Nationals
Students and staff gave Samuel Jones and Jesse Streeting a standing 
ovation at Assembly on 21 May when they were presented with 
the school’s highest award for achievement in a co-curricular 
activity. Samuel (on the left) was awarded Honours in Athletics for 
competing at a national level in Steeplechase at the Australian Schools 
Championships last year and the Australian Athletics Championships in 
April. Because Honours can only be awarded once, Jesse Streeting, who 
achieved Honours last year in Swimming, was awarded the equivalent 
Commendation for qualifying for the Australian Age Swimming 
Championships in Adelaide in April. The boys will also have their names 
added to the Honours Board in McConville Centre.

Samuel Jones and Jesse Streeting Sam Coady’s board still in play against Holy Trinity, with teammates Lachlan Hey, 
Rohan Hey and Stewart Williams watching on
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Reining in the ribbons
From team penning to pentathlon, showjumping to 
polocrosse – a team of 13 riders literally rose out of 
their saddles to perform to their best at the annual 
North West Equestrian Expo at Coonabarabran from 
31 May – 5 June.

While there were some outstanding team and 
individual results, all TAS riders rode well and 
represented the School with great enthusiasm. 

Amongst them, Michael Paull (Year 12), Darcy 
Heffernan (Year 11) and Sam Osborne (Year 10) won 
the 2nd Division Polocrosse (refereed by OA Sam 
Finlayson); Michael was named 17 years and over 
male Age Champion and Reserve Sporting Champion 
and Darcy was awarded 16 years female Sporting 
Champion. Year 7 student Zac Finlayson played with 
a very competitive Division 1 team that placed fourth. 
A highlight for spectators were the Polocrosse finals, 
initially postponed due to lightning and thunder and 
eventually played amongst a cloud of mist in freezing 
conditions on the Sunday night.
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State DutieS          
FOR HOCKEY REPS

Two talented TAS hockey players will be pulling on jerseys for NSW, 
having impressed at selection trials during Term 2.

Miller Harwood, Year 6, was named in the NSW PSSA team following his 
performance for Combined Independent Schools at the NSW PSSA State 
Championships in Lismore on 4-6 June. Miller is believed to be the first 
TAS student to make the NSW Primary Combined CIS team for which he 
trialled at the Northern Districts Hockey Centre at Pennant Hills. 

Year 10 student Rohan Lawrence was selected for the NSW All Schools 
U16 Blue team following a four-day development camp at the Sydney 
Academy of Sport and Recreation, Narrabeen, in June. The camp 
brought together some of the most promising young hockey players 
for intensive training, culminating in selection of two NSW teams to 
compete at the National All Schools championships in Newcastle in 
August.

Rohan, who is in the Hockey NSW Athlete Acceleration Program (AAP), 
also played for the Opens NSW CIS team in a tri-series competition 
at Sydney Olympic Park against Combined Catholic Colleges and 
Combined High Schools on 28 June. Sam Behrend (Year 11) had been 
named as a Shadow for the Opens team. 

Miller Harwood, Rohan Lawrence and Sam Behrend have been selected for 
Combined Independent Schools’ hockey duties

Rohan and Sam were among seven TAS players who were part of 
the North Coast Independent Schools team (coached by TAS hockey 
MIC Mr Mike Ball) which recorded wins over Christian Schools Sports 
Association (3-2) and GPS/CAS (2-0) and losses to Independent Schools 
Assocation (2-4) and Association of Independent Coeducational  
Schools (AICES) (1-3) at the CIS titles. 

Schools unite to host Frensham
TAS, NEGS and PLC joined to host Frensham for a wonderful weekend of friendly hockey on the last weekend of 
Term 2.  Players from the four schools were on the pitch together at some point over the two days in a festival 
that was more about sportsmanship than keeping track of games won or lost. Old friends caught up amongst 
the parents, and new friends made amongst the players. 
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TAS students selected for football rep honours 
It was a clean sweep for Coffs Harbour’s Bishop Druitt School 
which took out all four division grand finals at the North Coast 
Independent Schools Football Championships hosted by TAS on 7 
May.

Almost 240 girls and boys from seven schools took part in under 
15s and Opens competitions for boys and girls, vying for selection 
for NCIS boys and girls teams to compete at the Combined 
Independent Schools championships in Sydney later that month. 
The senior TAS boys team won both pool matches before going 
down to Bishop Druitt 7-0 in the semis. Individual players still 
impressed selectors, with Mehdi Ahsan, Emerson Browning and 
Keanu Rhoades making the NCIS rep team.

The participating schools were: The Armidale School, Bishop Druitt 
College Coffs Harbour, Lindisfarne Anglican Grammar School 
Tweed Heads, Emmanuel Anglican College Ballina, Kempsey 
Adventist School, Clarence Valley Anglican School and Cape Byron 
Steiner School.

Football Tour was just the  
Real Madrid 
The First XI and a junior development side relished the 
opportunity to tour the North Coast and southern Queensland 
in April. They were defeated by Bishop Druitt College, Coffs 
Harbour and Lindisfarne Anglican Grammar School, Tweed 
Heads and attended an A-League game hosted by Brisbane 
Roar FC. 

Gametime culminated, for the Firsts, in a match against Gold 
Coast Magic Football Academy, which TAS won 4-0. The players 
were inspired by training sessions with former Socceroos 
captain Paul Wade and coaches from Real Madrid from Spain. 
Off the field, it was a tremendous bonding experience for 
players across year groups.

Anouska Byrne keeps her eye on the ball for TAS, with Keeley O’Connor 
in support
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Joe Baker and Edward Bell took on some of the best young schoolboy 
rugby players in the state in June as they pulled on jerseys for a 
Combined AAGPS rep team.

The boys were named in the GPS Blue and White (Third Grade) squad 
on 22 June following TAS’ 33-0 win over The King’s School’s Thirds 
and were two of 50 players from the First XVs of the nine GPS schools 
selected for the four representative teams.

The pair spent the week training and playing two fixtures 
culminating in a 40-12 win over NSW JRU under 18s No 2 at St 
Joseph’s College Hunters Hill on 27 June.

Running on as fullback, Joe played the whole fixture and scored one 
of six tries for GPS White. Edward took to the paddock in the second 
half, impressing as halfback in a fast and skilful clash.

“It was a much faster pace than we’ve been playing at school. 
Everyone across the park has great ball skills, can pass on either 
side and land the ball into the chest of their teammate. I did a lot of 
running as halfback to get to every ruck,” said Edward. 

“Just playing at that higher representative level was a wonderful 
experience and gave us both more confidence, picking up little 
things from the coaches and other players that will be really good 
for the rest of the season,” added Joe. 

The boys were kindly hosted by The Scots College for the week.
They return to the field for TAS against Sydney Boys’ High First XV in 
round 5 of the GPS Third Grade competition at TAS on 27 July.

GPS RuGBY
JERSEYS FOR DUO

Trio make NSW Country selection
Following their performance playing for New England at the 
NSW U15s Country Championships at Lismore on 17-18 May 
Stirling Munsie, Ben Rowe and Patrick Baldock were selected in 
the NSW Country 15s. The NE team, which came third overall 
to Illawarra and Hunter, had a strong presence with eight boys 
taking to the field and Ben being named as Best Forward of the 
Championships. The boys are in the Country Black and Gold XVs 
which will compete at the Positive Rugby Foundation Regionals 
at Hunters Hill in July, at which a final Country 15s team will be 
named to play at the State championships.

Confidence builds through Rugby season
The term ended on a positive note for the First XV, with three wins and a 
loss after four rounds of the AAGPS Third Grade rugby competition.

On the final Saturday of term the team put up a solid 33-0 win against 
The King’s School Thirds on JS White Oval. The result followed an 
exciting 28-14 win against Sydney Grammar School’s Firsts on 15 June, 
aided by the return of two players out from injury which was also built 
on the back of wins against Shore School Thirds and Farrer MAHS Firsts 
in fortnight previous. Fortunes were not with the team in pre-season 
fixtures, with losses to Kinross Wolaroi School (at Orange), St Gregory’s 
College Campbelltown (at Home) and Cranbrook School (Sydney) in 
physical encounters that included a dislocated shoulder for Captain of 
Rugby Joshua Jones who was sidelined for the season after just two 
matches. 

Term 3 commences with TAS hosting Sydney Boys’ High on 27 July and 
The Scots College on Reunion Weekend, 3 August. The final competition 
fixture is an away game against St Ignatius College Riverview on 10 
August, with the last game of the season against Downlands College in 
Toowoomba on 31 August.

Right: Stirling Munsie, Ben Rowe and Patrick Baldock were selected into the 
Country U15s rugby squad
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With 11 wins apiece, hosts Farrer Memorial Agricultural High School 
retained the Dick Hodgson Shield for competition in nine sports against 
TAS on 6 June but the visitors came away with the Guy Levy Challenge 
Shield for a spirited First XV clash after a convincing 31-5 win.

The match, under lights, was the culmination of an afternoon of 
competition that also included basketball, chess, debating, football, 
table tennis, tennis, clay target shooting and mountain biking.

The first shots of competition were fired at Loomberah Gun Club, with 
Farrer taking the clays. The visitors out-debated their opponents in 
both junior and senior divisions, won the table tennis, scored the senior 
football and took out senior and junior Mountain Biking. Farrer netted 
the junior football and basketball, the chess was a draw and each school 
won a division of tennis. 

The rugby fixtures were split with Farrer taking out the 13As, 14As, 14Bs, 
16As, 16Bs and Second XV, and TAS the 13Bs, Thirds and Firsts. 

In a physical encounter in the ultimate game, TAS’ stronger ball handling 
had enabled a 14-0 lead at the break. After a penalty soon into the 
second half, TAS amped up its play further to take the win convincingly.

In a reflection of the value both schools placed on the traditional 
fixture, Farrer vice principal Scott Baker chose to present the Guy Levy 
Challenge Shield to TAS fullback and former Farrer student Joe Baker (no 
relation) who made a spectacular dash more than half the length of the 
field to cross in the corner in what was a highlight of the second half.

TAS First XV captain Will Swales with the Guy Levy Challenge Shield and Farrer’s 
Tom Costello with the Dick Hodgson Shield.

Spoils divided in TAS, Farrer clash

Top left: TAS First XV captain Will Swales with the Guy Levy Challenge Shield and 
Farrer’s Tom Costello with the Dick Hodgson Shield

Top right: Nick O’Neil seeks to get the ball away in the basketball

Middle row (left to right): Shooters at Loomberah clay target range; Toby Smith 
faces up in the table tennis; Max Guppy concentrates across the board, Hugo 
Catterall debating

Right: The First XVs of both schools after the match
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newsJUNIOR SCHOOL

Year 3 learn what Matters
What is matter, and how can its form change? Mrs 
Hawkesford’s Year 3 class had a wonderful time in the labs this 
term with senior Science teachers helping them investigate 
the IB theme ‘Humans use their knowledge of materials to suit 
their needs’. They started with making ice-cream in a bag and 
seeing what happened when salt was added to ice. 

Then it was off to the labs to explore solids, liquids and gases 
including irreversible change. In one experiment Ms Chick 
created a yellow solid out of two liquid chemicals. Then with 
Mr Hey and Mr Scott they were mesmerised by the effect of 
liquid nitrogen on different things. While a balloon covered 
in liquid nitrogen contracted and then expanded back to 
its original size, not so the frozen flower petals or apple that 
shattered into many pieces!

Mr Scott shows students what’s left of an apple that had been shattered after it’s 
form changed when submersed in liquid nirtrogen 

da Vinci Decathletes tackle challenges
A team of eight Year 5 students joined a similar number from Year 6, 
representing TAS at the da Vinci Decathlon at Knox Grammar School in 
Sydney on 30 May. 

Students competed in teams of eight across 10 disciplines: engineering, 
mathematics, code breaking, art and poetry, science, English, ideation, 
creative producers, cartography and general knowledge. The overall 
theme for this year’s Decathlon was Landscapes.

Hundreds of bright young minds from across the state packed Knox’s 
vast Great Hall for the competition. TAS is proud to be partnering Knox 
in hosting the regional da Vinci Decathlon for the seventh year, in 
August.
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Courage rewarded at Eisteddfod
Speaking, singing or performing publicly is daunting at the best of 
times, but Junior School students showed that courage is rewarded 
by the satisfaction of performing, at the Armidale Eisteddfod this term. 
There were a number of very successful entrants in the Choral Speaking 
and Dramatic Extract/Short Play categories which was testament to 
talent, practice, and the sheer willingness to ‘have a go’. They stepped 
up, took a deep breath and presented items in various individual 
categories including Verse Speaking, Prose Recital, Prepared Speech as 
well as in a number of music ensembles.

Among those were Year 5 which won the Nevin Perpetual Shield for 
Choral Speaking for ‘What a Performance’ by Jeremy Green and ‘My 
Teacher Ate My Homework’ by Ken Nesbit and Year 2 who also received 
a shield and first place for their class ensemble, performing on tuned 
and untuned percussion, ukuleles and singing ‘The Lime and the 
Coconut’. Year 3 and Year 4 also performed as class ensembles at the 
eisteddfod, receiving commendations and all students in the Junior 
School performed in choral events.
 
"Some experienced the excitement of success; for others, the nerves 
got the better of them. But for everyone who participated taking up the 
challenge and doing their best was a huge step in building character, 
courage and self confidence", said Head of Junior School, Mr Ian Lloyd.

Students experience the GRIP  
of leadership 
Sonny Blanch, Archer Starr, Charlie Ward, Mosie Wright, Andy Hardin, 
Oliver Goudge, Will Ogilvie, Sophia White and Mila Downes accompa-
nied Mr Polson to the annual GRIP Leadership Conference for Primary 
Age Leaders held at the Armidale Ex-Services Club on Wednesday 8 
May. 

Looking for inspirational ways to demonstrate that leadership is an 
action, not a position, the TAS Junior School House Leaders engaged 
with students from across the New England and North West in a 
range of seminars and collaborative activities. The aim of the confer-
ence was to equip students with practical strategies to make positive 
change, whilst considering the needs of their fellow students and the 
effectiveness of leadership initiatives.

Community came for a Cuppa for Cancer
Junior School was awash with supporters wanting to sample sweet 
treats and healthy alternatives all for a good cause, on 24 May. The 
Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea, to raise funds for the Cancer Council, 
was a big success with just over $450 raised. The efforts of parents who 
prepared the spread were greatly appreciated, by hungry Junior and 
Middle School students.

Peyton Slade and Katie Hynes collecting donations for the Junior School Biggest 
Morning Tea
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Farewell Meg Sadler
At a staff morning tea on the last day of term, Mrs Meg Sadler was 
officially farewelled for more than 30 years service to the school. When 
Meg came to TAS in 1987 to help Jim Graham with the Music Centre 
building appeal, the school was a very different place – an all boys 
school (including Junior School) with 381 boarders (the most in the 
school’s history), about a third of the staff, and a much narrower offering 
in and out of the classroom. 

Since then she has worked in various administration roles including 
student records, boarders' travel and with the Old Armidalians' Union. As 
she has quietly went about her business Meg developed special bonds 
with students past and present - an example of the strong, positive and 
meaningful relationships that exist within the TAS community. 
Meg, pictured in her office halfway up the Tyrrell stairs, will continue to 
work a few hours a week for the remainder of the year – but hopefully 
remain a resource of information about former students and their 
families for a long time after that!

Mercury restored 
He has been the centrepiece of the Lawrance Quadrangle 
since 1958 - and after suffering some serious misfortune 
earlier this year 'Mercury' is back in place after a significant 
makeover. The long-missing caduceus (a winged staff with 
two snakes winding around it) has been rebuilt and wings 
returned to his heels, the fine handiwork of multi-talented 
TAS Business Manager, OA Mr Pat Bradley (70-75). 

Did you go to St Christopher’s Fiji?
For 21 years, TAS students have been visiting St Christopher’s Or-
phanage in Fiji that puts Christian service into action. There they 
have helped the Anglican Sisters of the Community of the Sacred 
Name with maintenance projects such as painting dormitories, 
making furniture and gifting and installing a solar hot water 
system that they raised the money for. They have also given hope 
and friendship to young people who have often been abused, 
neglected or abandoned, and returned more aware of the privi-
leges in their own lives.

TAS teacher Ms Fiona Taber who has led the service trips to Fiji on 
several occasions, is hoping to build a list of names of all former 
students who have participated, in helping the Sisters’ fulfil a 
long-held wish to build a designated boys’ home within the St 
Christopher’s Campus.

“Heartbreakingly, the boys currently leave when they turn 12, are 
sent to a Home across the other side of the island and usually 
don’t have the means to come back. This results in separation 
from siblings, an interruption to their primary schooling (until 
Year 8 in Fiji) and a disconnect with their community. Sometimes, 
St Christopher’s is the only home they can remember and that is 
all taken away at such a tender age. The Sisters have wanted to 
remedy this for as long as I have known them,” she said.

“A launch fundraiser was held in Suva earlier this year giving them 
a start. Development permission has been given and an architect 
has submitted plans. The Bishop of Polynesia turned the first soil 
in March. It would be just wonderful if former TAS students who 
spent time at St Christopher’s may be able to contribute to this 
worthy project.“ 

To contact Fiona Taber email ftaber@as.edu.au
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 The new OAU Chapel St gates currently under construction

Current families and former students from regional areas enjoyed 
catching up at special 125th anniversary events during the Headmaster’s 
Country Tour. This term the focus moves to the city, where are a series of 
events will be held to bring OAs and friends of TAS together to celebrate 
the School’s quasquicentennial.  

SYDneY  
9 August  Co-hosted by the OAU Sydney Branch.  

Club York, 95-97 York St

CanBeRRa  
16 August  University House,  

ANU, Acton, ACT

BRiSBane  
31 August The Regatta Hotel  

543 Coronation Drive, Toowong

MelBouRne 
6 September  Melbourne Club,  

36 Collins St Melbourne

For more information go to www.as.edu.au/whats-on-2/125th-
anniversary-events/ or phone TAS Reception on 6776 5800.

JOIN US TO
CeleBRate ouR 125th!

Annual Giving - it's not too 
late to make a difference!
Thank you to all those members of the community 
who have so generously supported this year’s Annual 
Giving Program – and for those that haven’t, it’s not 
too late. As stated previously, there are two hallmark 
projects to mark the 125th Anniversary of the School. 
The OAU’s 125th gift to the School is a new set of gates 
from Chapel St at the eastern end of what used to be 
Brown St, which is now the busiest entrance to the 
School. Due to a number of road engineering issues 
the cost of this project now sits at around $50,000 for 
the gates and associated works.  While around half the 
funds have been pledged, more needs to be raised. The 
gates will be officially opened on Reunion Weekend. 

Meanwhile the Foundation’s focus is restoration of the 
magnificent TAS Dining Hall. Last year’s fundraising 
made it possible for the stage to be lowered to 
the original height and this year’s efforts focus on 
improvement to lighting, installation of a sound 
system and updating the furniture which is in genuine 
need of replacement. The funds required to complete 
this project are $100,000 to $125,000. 
The top 20 donors to each project will be 
acknowledged in perpetuity. To help make these 
projects a reality, visit www.as.edu.au/community/
foundation/annualgiving/

news
FOUNDATION

A sample of the new furniture being considered for 
the TAS Dining Hall

…and don’t forget to look the part!
To commemorate this historic year, the School has developed a line of 
special merchandise to suit all budgets. From a smart pure silk striped 
tie and commemorative blue and straw rugby tops, to cotton-blend 
socks and a latex credit card pocket for your mobile phone - there’s 
something for every wardrobe!  Check out the range of affordable 125th 
merchandise at www.as.edu.au/community/foundation/annual-giving-
programmes/125th-anniversary-merchandise/ or contact Mrs Vivienne 
Tearle in the TAS Uniform and Book Shop on (02) 6776 5900.

http://www.as.edu.au/whats-on-2/125th-anniversary-events/
http://www.as.edu.au/whats-on-2/125th-anniversary-events/
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notes
OLD ARMIDALIANS'

Congratulations
Old Boy and former TAS art teacher James White (58-63) won this 
year’s prestigious $6000 Winsome Busby BEM Memorial Prize for 
Champion Picture at the Currabubula Art Show in May with his 
watercolour ‘Harvest’. Apart from this year’s recipient, the prize also 
has a TAS connection being named after the mother of OAs Bill 
(55-61) and Rob (63-68) Busby and wife of WRL Busby (22-28). The 
late Mrs Busby was president of the Currabubula Red Cross and was 
instrumental in staging the first exhibition in 1964 - which also had 
an entry from James White who had completed school just the year 
before.

The significant service of Peter William Light Cousens (69-73) “to 
the performing arts, and to the community” was acknowledged with 
his naming as a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours List in June.  At the time of the announcement 
Peter was soon to direct a concert with 12 contemporary singer 
songwriters at Giant Dwarf in Sydney, before heading to Kuala 
Lumpur to direct a production of the Musical CHESS under the 
auspices of Colombo Plan - a cultural exchange. Following that will be 
touring regional NSW with flautist Jane Rutter in September/October. 
Peter is still pushing ahead with a film about the abduction of Daniel 
Morcombe and setting up workshops for a new phase of Talent 
Development Project, of which he is Artistic Director. Phew!

Condolences
Further to the passing of Robin Gerard Wyndham Fisher (40-44), as 
reported in the last Binghi. In his final year at TAS Robin had applied 
to start a medical degree at the University of Sydney but deferred his 
position and commenced two years of World War II service with the 
Australian Army. With the war ending before he was sent overseas 
for duty, he consequently spent his time before his discharge, 
detonating small explosives, eventually losing most of his hearing 
due to the lack of protection. He then took up his studies, residing at 
St Paul’s College, University of Sydney and graduating in 1953 with 
an MBBS. Internships in Australia were limited, so his was undertaken 
at Saint Luke’s Hospital, Kansas City in the US, later working in Boston 
where he met his wife Melba Nadine Nichols (Nicky). Returning 
to Australia in 1957 Robin worked briefly at Royal Prince Alfred 
Hospital, Camperdown, and then a year later moved to Tamworth 
where he would practice for the remainder of his life.  His extensive 
community involvement included volunteering with the Friends of 
the Botanic Gardens, Legacy, and St John’s Anglican Church grounds 
maintenance crew. 

In 2003 he was awarded an Order of Australia Medal for his medical 
service to the Tamworth community. He is survived by his four 
daughters and their families; his wife predeceased him in 2016. 

A fuller obituary, with historical reference to his father, former 
Headmaster GA Fisher will be published in an upcoming  
Tales of the Tower. 

 
Brian Charles Attwater (46–52) formerly of Glenroc Gunnedah, 
passed away in Little Mountain, Sunshine Coast on Thursday 
7 February 2019 after a long battle with illness.  Brian was well 
known for his love of sports which included, during his time at TAS, 
representative tennis and rugby.  Brian is survived by his wife Helen, 
children Suzette and Craig (77-80).  

William John ‘Jack’ Challis (37-42) passed away peacefully on 23 
June 2019. At the time of his death he lived in Ainslie, ACT. 

Robert Tomlinson (60-64) of Wilston, Qld, advised the School of the 
passing of his wife of 46 years, Julie, on 2 May 2019. “Julie was a great 
supporter of TAS,” said Rob, who sends his apologies for missing his 
55 year reunion due to being in Tasmania but passes on his best to his 
classmates.  

And on great supporters of TAS, Mary Taylor, wife of the late Fred 
Taylor (39-43) formerly of ‘Terrible Vale’ Kentucky, passed away 
on 2 July 2019. Mary was actively involved in the P&F, serving as 
Secretary in 1983-84 and President from 1985-97. We pass on our 
sympathy to sons Alex (81-86), David (82-88), daughter Deborah 
and their families, including her grandchildren Lucy (Year 3), James 
(Kindergarten) and Frederick. 

Round ‘n’ About
While travelling in Thailand on business in April Rob Busby (63-68) 
enjoyed lunch in Bangkok with (on left) Phoemsin Sirirat-Usdorn 
(62-64) and Dr Suthiporn Chirapanda (62-65). Having studied 
Economics at Iowa State University, Phoemsin returned to Thailand to 
work with his brother Phaisan (62-64, also known as Phaislin) in the 
family electronics and IT business, now into its third generation. After 
leaving TAS, Suthiporn studied at UNE and later graduated with a PhD 
in Ag Economics, also from Iowa State University. 

Jeremy Rose (00-05) is back in Australia after three years working in 
London with Google as an IT Industry Manager, a role he will continue 
with Amazon in Sydney. Jeremy is living at Mittagong with his wife 
Elle (nee Thomas) and baby son Charlie, born on 28 February.



Ben Mingay (92-95) is soon to re-appear on our small screens in 
a new ABCTV comedy drama called Frayed. In the six-part series, 
set in Newcastle in the late 1980s, Mingay playes Jim, the brother 
of a fabulously wealthy London housewife who has to return to 
her Novacastrian roots with her two children after her husband 
dies. Mingay is currently performing in the West Australian Opera 
production of ‘Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street’, in 
which he plays the title role, which wraps up at the end of July.

Finn McCarthy (03-11), is now a Signaller in the Australian Army and 
is posted in Townsville. Finn trained at Kapooka, and graduated from 
the Defence Force School of Signals in 2018. “He loved participating 
in TAS Activities Days and they certainly gave him a good grounding 
for his current career,” writes his mother Robyn, former TAS teacher 
who is now Head of Middle School at Riverside Christian College, 
Maryborough, Qld. 

Convened by Bruce Jacob (65-67), the TAS Class of 1967 held 
an anniversary lunch in the President’s Dining Room at the NSW 
Parliament House on Friday 26 April.  It followed the highly successful 
50 year reunion at Old Boys Weekend in 2017 and a tradition of 
lunches members of the cohort hold annually. Thirteen were 
assembled, 10 of whom travelled from the country to be there 
including one from Melbourne. Pictured, left to right: Richard 
Chaffey (62-65), Rod Nicholls (64-67), George Souris AM (61-67),  
Peter Johnstone (62-67), John Lyons (60-65), Christopher Gorman 
(61-66), Don McRae (62-67), Lindsay Collison (62-65), Bruce White 
(64-66), Peter Williams (62-67), Bruce Jacob (65-67), Duncan Stuart 
(64-66), Bill Thompson (60-67). 

 
Our ‘first’ shooting champions - 
1953 or 1959?
The article in the last issue of Binghi regarding the famous 1959 
shooting team sparked considerable interest - particularly from some 
members of the 1953 shooting team who had always believed they 
were the first to win the GPS competition. After delving into both Jim 
Graham’s history A School of Their Own and The Armidalians of the 
relevant years for clarification, it appears both teams can rightly lay 
claim to ‘firsts’.

In 1953 TAS came third in the Rawson Cup, won the NRA Shield and 
placed fourth in the Buchanan Shield but accumulating enough 
points across the board to come out as equal winners of the GPS 
Premiership with Shore – the first time TAS had won the Premiership 
Shield since its inception in 1905. It was the best result recorded by 
TAS to that time and was rightly celebrated by the School. As Will 
Penfold AM (48-53) who was vice captain of the team recalls, “A 
medal for coming first in the GPS Shooting, together with Shore, 
was presented to each of us with great ceremony by Headmaster 
GA Fisher at a morning meeting on the main drive. The coach was 
School Sergeant Jim Marchant and the Shooting Captain was Johnny 
(KJ) Lawrance.” According to The Armidalian of December 1953, “His 
Lordship the Bishop also handed the GPS Premiership Shield to the 
Captain of the team.”

However the result was surpassed when the 1959 TAS team won 
outright each of the three matches - the NRA Shield, the Buchanan 
Shield and the Rawson Cup – in a clean sweep which is officially 
called the Championship. This has only been achieved on 14 
occasions, by Sydney Grammar, Shore, The King’s School, The Scots 
College, Sydney Boys High and TAS, which won the Championship 
a second time in 2011. In all, TAS has won the Premiership 13 times: 
1953, 1959, 1966, 1974, 1993, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1999, 2002, 2008, 
2011 and 2012. Trusting this clarifies things all round!

And  a correction…

Further, the photo of the victorious GPS shooting team of 1959 in the 
last issue of Binghi prompted a phone call from Graeme Hancock 
(56-60) to kindly advise that we had the names of John Swain and 
John Robinson in reverse order (it had required some guess work, 
the caption in the December 1959 Armidalian only listing five names 
for the back row six shooters depicted). A talented schoolboy bowler 
who scored two hat-tricks in one over against De La Salle College and 
7/0 on another occasion, Graeme also inquired about the Lawrance 
Memorial - Keith S Lawrance being some years older but also a co-
traveller on the New England bus from the North Coast to TAS for 
school holidays. “He was a brilliant sportsperson and academic and 
was very good to all the junior boys who were years younger. It was a 
tragedy that he got a brain tumour and died just a year after leaving 
school.” As reported elsewhere, the heart of the Memorial, a bronze 
statue of Mercury, was earlier this year restored to his original glory 
thanks to the fine workmanship of talented TAS Business Manager 
Pat Bradley (70-75). Thanks to Graeme for getting in touch.

Pictured are the 1953 team: Back row, l-r:  GDK Finlay, DJ Heagney, RN Strelitz, TM 
Johnstone, BC White, JB Jakins, (front) WF Penfold, KJ Lawrance, Capt J Marchant, DJ 
Steffensen, GH Williams.  
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TAS featured in an unusual letter to the editor of a local newspaper 
in the US state of Vermont in May, revealing more of the history of 
Clyde Fairbanks Maxwell (1901-08) for whom the memorial library 
was named. A relative, Chris Ryan from Los Angeles, outlined in his 
letter to The Caledonian-Record, St Johnsbury (and also sent to the 
Headmaster), the descent of CF Maxwell from, on his maternal side, 
philanthropist Sir Thaddeus Fairbanks who invented the platform 
scale and Sir William Northrup McMillan, heir to a railroad train 
manufacturing company fortune in St Louis, Missouri. 

(The Fairbanks family fully endowed St Johnsbury, a  town of 
7000 people near the Canadian border, with three institutions: St 
Johnsbury Academy, The Fairbanks Museum and The St Johnsbury 
Athenaeum.) 

Born in Hawaii, CF Maxwell moved as a child with his family to 
Sydney, his father being an expert in sugar cane. After finishing at 
TAS he attended Harvard College, graduating in 1914. That same year 
-  and although the US was not yet in the war – he  volunteered in 
honour of his adopted country and was commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant in the Essex Regiment, 9th Batallion, being killed in combat 
on 3 July 1916. In his memory his brother Major Marcuswell Maxwell 
(1902-08), who later became a noted big game photographer in 
southern Africa and his aunt Lady (Lucie) McMillan, donated 2,200 
pounds for a library in his honour. Thus is the story of a remarkable 
man whose life was cut short -  American born, Australian educated, 
who died serving Britain and the Allies in the Great War. Lest We 
Forget.

The Australian newspaper’s coverage on 6 June of the 75th 
anniversary of the Normandy invasion which turned around the 
fortunes of the Second World War referred to the spirit of Spitfire pilot 
Flight Officer Russell ‘Rusty’ Leith (36-37). Leith, as a member of 453 
RAAF Squadron, shot down a German aircraft in what was a pivotal 
day of the campaign. 

His efforts during the campaign and a year earlier (when he had been 
shot down behind enemy lines in France and sheltered by a local 
family until rescued by the Resistance) resulted in his promotion 
to Flight Lieutenant in January 1945 and being awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, which he received from King George VI at 
an investiture ceremony at Buckingham Palace on 10 July 1945. Years 
later after retiring from CSR, Leith returned to Normandy, where he 
caught up with the niece of the farming family that had sheltered 
him in a safe house and the Resistance figure who had delivered him 
there and also visited the safe house. The canopy of the aircraft he 
crashed in France was recovered in 2000, after having sheltered a 
French farmer’s tomato plants for 50 years - and is now on display in 
the Sandilands Room museum at TAS. Russell Leith died in 2010 (an 
obituary of his life written by Paul Barratt AO (56-60) appeared in 
Binghi 148).
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REUNION

Reunion Weekend – just around the corner! 
There’s still a bit of time to book for Reunion Weekend, on 2-4 
August. Reunion organisers are rallying their troops; a contingent 
from the 1959 GPS Shooting Champion team will fire up against 
other OAs and the students, there will be GPS rugby fixtures against 
The Scots College and the OAU Chapel St Gates at the eastern 
entrance to the School will be opened. 

The weekend kicks off with drinks at the Hoskins Centre on Friday 
night - including Happy Hour from 6-7pm and a courtesy bus 
running between TAS and town.

There are still tickets available for the Reunion Dinner, which will 
feature noted Old Boy and acclaimed Agricultural Scientist Professor 
‘Snow’ Barlow (58-62) as special guest. The weekend wraps up with 
the Chapel Service (guest preacher Cameron Blair, 82-89) followed 
by the Union AGM. 

GPS Old Boys Golf Tournament 
The GPS OBU Golf Day will be held on Thursday 29 August 2019 at 
Manly Golf Club.

John Steuart (61-65) is kindly organising the TAS team; if you would 
like to take part please contact him at johnsteu@bigpond.net.au  or 
mobile 0422 860 606.
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