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headmaster
Milestone reaffirms Middle School model
After events for our alumni around the region and country, the 125th anniversary
celebrations at TAS which began with the student body at our Founders Day
historical pageant early in the year will return to our students early in the coming
term. For our students the celebration will be an adventure as the current TAS culture
of testing body and spirit in major challenges is linked to what has now become a
school tradition. Just as students undertook a major trek at each of the 65 and 100
year school anniversaries, matching kilometres trekked with the anniversary, this
year Middle and Senior School students will travel 125km by mountain bike and on
foot over two and a half days. Whilst the nature of this challenge remains the same
as it was for previous anniversaries, the interest in tackling such a thing has grown
exponentially. Straight after the final assembly of term when the challenge was
announced, well over 100 students queued to sign-up for it and we expect there to
be hundreds involved. Of course this is an opportunity for our students to become
part of the School’s history and that will have appeal, but it is also our chance to
make sure that our student body is connected to the anniversary in a real and
tangible way that is powerfully relevant to their experience of TAS life today.
Looking ahead, next year will be another historically significant one for the School
as it marks the 20th anniversary for the TAS Middle School and it will again be a time
for celebration. Over the course of the last 20 years our Middle School has become
embedded in our school structure so much so that its educational basis is rarely
questioned, even by new families, and so the 2020 anniversary will be an ideal time
for us to remember and reflect on its rationale and continued relevance to this age
group.
The essence of the Middle School experience is in making the transition from
primary to secondary education gradual by providing the security of a ‘home room’
location for students, distinguishing them physically from both the primary school
and secondary school, whilst introducing specialist subject teachers and the use
of specialist resources in the wider school such as science labs, music rooms and
D&T facilities. This structure stands in sharp contrast to the traditional approach
of Australian schools that sees children spending the first seven years of formal
education in a single classroom with a single teacher and little, if any, specialist
teaching and then moving to the secondary school setting with just a Christmas
holiday break to make the adjustment to much larger student numbers, a variety of
teachers, multiple classrooms and much greater responsibility for their learning.
As well as recognising that the transition from primary school to secondary school is
best made over an extended period, the Middle School structure identifies the early
adolescent period as a unique developmental and educational stage that is best
served by specialized structures, staffing and programs.
Whilst the world around us changes apace and in often unpredictable ways, the
essential needs of the early adolescent years for healthy educational and social
development do not. The TAS Middle School reflects that and I continue to be
thoroughly confident that our specialisation in this stage makes a huge difference
to the development of confidence and engagement with school that lasts into the
senior years.

Speaker urges students to take on a brave
and exciting new world
Make compound interest your friend; choose
a career path that stimulates you; stay
relevant as an individual in an age of digital
dictatorships; appreciate the lives of others;
there is no substitute for travel; keep in touch
with your classmates and say yes to just about
everything - for now at least.
Such were the messages from actor Gareth
Rickards (96-01) to Year 12 and their parents at
Valedictory Day at the end of term. Reflecting
on his own last day at school, Gareth started
his speech citing the one thing that he felt TAS
had not prepared him for.
“The graduating class of 2001 from TAS
walked out pretty rounded, we could recite
Shakespeare, interpret the chord structure of
Beethoven, apply trigonometry, trek for an
entire day by map and compass, we all had a
Surf Bronze Star, we could all shoot a .303 - but
what we could not do was talk to a girl.
So to the present day gentlemen of The
Armidale School I say this, you now have a
truly rounded education - and to the young
women, thank you.”

Weaving various life lessons through a
humorous and thought-provoking speech,
Gareth drew on his own career to urge the
valedicts to live an authentic life.
“Every great script at its origin confronts the
hero with two problems. One internal problem,
(one that is intensely personal), and one
external (a problem with the world). The hero’s
journey is to conquer the personal problem
which then gives the hero the power to cure
the greater problem with the world. So, in this
one life that you have - seek to improve and
educate yourself and in turn change the world
around you.”
At their final assembly the day before, Jack
Waters looked back at what was constant
throughout his 14 years at TAS, whilst incoming
Senior Prefect Lily Neilson thanked the Class of
2019 for their inspiration and example.
“Whether it has been the list of
accomplishments on your pockets, badges
on your blazer, a red number on your back, a
microphone in your hand. There are so many
different areas of this school that you have all
succeeded in. You have encouraged so many
students to have courage and strive to do the
best they can do, at whatever they want to do,”
she said.
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Above: Gareth Rickards and the Headmaster prior to
Valedictory Day lunch
Left: On their last day of school Year 12 students (clockwise from left) Georgia
Kaynes, Jack Waters, Phebe Hunt, Joseph Sewell, Belle Perrottet, Michael Paull
and Kieran Dennis, returned to where their TAS journey started, in Transition
in 2006 with Mrs Ball. Michael, Jack, Kieran and Joseph went all the way
through TAS together, being re-joined by Phebe, Georgia and Belle once
TAS became co-ed
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NEWS
Foreign Minister
meets with students
Before her commitments as reviewing officer at TAS Passing
Out Parade, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Minister for Women, spent an hour
with a room full of inquisitive senior students who asked
questions ranging from the experience of being a minister
in cabinet, on the environment and the introduction of 5G,
to the political situation in Hong Kong and the impact of
China’s commercial interests on Australia’s sovereign power.
The Headmaster said the Minister’s generosity and
openness in answering every question fully and frankly was
hugely appreciated by the group and a special experience
for them.
“It was a special privilege for our students to have the
opportunity to speak for such a length of time with such a
senior Cabinet Minister and for her to hear the thoughts of
young Australians. We are very grateful to the Minister for
making it possible,” Mr Guest said..

Right: Shayla Oates, Alex Hall, Sunny Tse, John Macdonald,
Lachlan Reiss-Wears, Marcus Braham, Yann Garrivet, Jaden Carroll,
Will Benham and Archer Howard with RBS Governor
Dr Philip Lowe

Academic
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Senator the Hon Marise Payne, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister for Women with students
who asked her questions on a range of issues during a Q&A session when she visited the School
in September

Economists quiz RBA Governor
A dozen budding young TAS economists posed some great questions to Reserve
Bank of Australia Governor Dr Philip Lowe at an event hosted by the Armidale
Business Chamber at the Armidale Bowing Club on 24 September. Dr Lowe’s
address on the general state of the economy included commentary on monetary
policy and the future outlook for Australia's economy. The students said they were
most interested in Dr Lowe’s thoughts, with current global issues currently top of
mind.
“There are a number of geo-political issues that are affecting the confidence of
businesses and nations to invest, these including the US and China trade disputes,
the Brexit issue, developments in the Middle East and civil unrest in Hong Kong,”
said Jaden Carroll.
Archer Howard, who asked Dr Lowe a question about the future of printed money,
said the seminar helped put what they are studying into context.
“It was interesting to hear first hand how issues such as continued lower household
expenditure, slower GDP growth, a slight rise in unemployment despite higher job
participation and the effectiveness of monetary policy all came together,” he said.

F1 racing fires up

TAS STEM Academy Day
Memorial Hall turned into a miniature Formula 1 racing circuit when
one of the world’s most popular competitions featured at the TAS STEM
Academy Open Day on 7 September.
F1 in Schools, an initiative of Re-Engineering Australia Foundation Ltd, is
an international STEM competition in which students design, build and
race a miniature car capable of reaching eighty kilometres an hour in
under one second. The spectacle was one of the big attractions at the
second annual TAS STEM Open Day, which attracted around 300 boys
and girls aged 4-14.
Slower moving was the Digital Farmhand, a robot developed by ag
tech company Agerris which TAS students of technology, electronics,
engineering and agriculture have been familiarising themselves with
this term.
Both were exciting new additions to the day which featured around 25
other attractions including Oculus Go Virtual Reality, engineering and
coding tasks, 3D printing, getting into a Non-Neutonian fluid paddling
pool and forensic crime solving. For the first time the University of New
England was also involved in the day, which included a free barbecue
cooked by students.

Region’s students rise to challenges at da Vinci Decathlon
More than 600 students were inspired to find
the right balance in a suite of challenges that
made up the seventh Northern NSW da Vinci
Decathlon, hosted by TAS from 28-30 August.
Attending from 15 department, independent
and Catholic schools, the students, in teams
of eight, worked through challenges across
10 disciplines: Mathematics; English; Science;
Code Breaking; Engineering Challenge;
Ideation; Creative Producer; Art and Poetry;
Cartography and General Knowledge. In each,
was this year’s underlying theme, ‘Balance’.

“I really liked the engineering challenge. We
had to make scales from straws, paper, string
and sticky tape. Initially the straw was too
long so we had to experiment to get it the
right length. It was very rewarding when we
came second in that challenge,” said Year 6 TAS
student Charlie Ross.
Schools from Armidale, Inverell, Tamworth,
Bellingen, Coffs Harbour, Narrabri and Glen
Innes took part in this year’s Decathlon, with
the ultimate results shared across the region.

The TAS Year 6 team was first in Science and
3rd overall; Year 7, first in Ideation and English;
Year 8, first in Cartography and English; Year
9 was placed first in Code Breaking and
Engineering and third overall, and Year 10 were
first in Maths and Cartography and second
overall. TAS was honoured to again host the
Decathlon, in partnership with founders Knox
Grammar School.
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Agmentation students
take the prize
For the third consecutive year TAS
students took part in the UNE SMART
Region Incubator Agmentation
competition where competitors used
their skills, especially in the areas of
STEM, to tackle real problems posed
by primary producers. Participants,
made up of technical engineers, UNE researchers, industry stakeholders,
university students and regional secondary school students formed
teams to focus on a problem statement and pitch their ‘brilliant idea’ for
agriculture to a panel of judges. This year a TAS team comprising Marcus
Braham (Year 11), Maxwell Guppy (above), Fergus Menzies and Frank
Perrottet (all Year 9) won their division.

Farm robot gives students a kick
The future is robotics - and during Term 3 TAS students across year
groups were the first in the state to trial innovative technology
that could revolutionise small scale horticulture and cropping.
The Digital Farmhand, developed by ag tech company Agerris, has
been designed to assist smallholder row and tree crop farmers,
particularly in developing nations, to better manage yields and
crop health. At present it has programmable functionality for
weeding, sowing and spraying.
TAS is one of seven NSW regional schools and the only
independent school to take part in Agerris’ Ag Robotics STEM
Program. During this term it was used by classes across Middle and
Senior School, including Technology (Year 7), STEM (Year 8), Stage
5 electives in Agriculture and Electronics and by the co-curricular
Embedded Technology Club.
The Digital Farmhand was also on show at TAS STEM Day on 7
September.
Director of Studies Seonia Wark said it was a natural fit for the
academic program given the way it reflected the growing links
between technology and agricultural science.
Agerris’ Head of Engagement and STEM spokesperson Nada
Sukkarieh said the program also aimed to break down the digital
divide between city and country and ignite a passion in regional
students to consider agriculture as an exciting career with
boundless technological opportunities.

Duo win award
for Property Planning
Year 11 students Agriculture Henry Pitman and Oliver Kearney
were awarded Highly Commended in this year's Property
Planning Competition run by Northern Tablelands Local Land
Services (LLS). For the competition students from various
schools around the region visited the property 'Bald Blair'
at Guyra owned by TAS parents Sam and Kirsty White and
were briefed about the enterprise then prepared reports
that included recommendations for further opportunities
and refinements. Henry and Oliver were presented with their
certificates by the LLS on the first day of Ag Quip and are
pictured with Mrs White (pictured).

Academic
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Year 8 STEM students Tom Slack-Smith, Holly Crawford, Samuel Atkin, Jonathon
Phelps, Emily Buntine and Louis Ross take delivery of the Digital Farmhand robot
that has been used as a teaching resource to STEM, technology, electronics and
agriculture students at TAS

Georgia sets sights on
Maths Olympiad
Maths success has added up for Georgia Donoghue (Year 10, pictured
right), who, after finishing in the top 1 percentile band in the Australian
Mathematics Competition earlier this year, was invited to take part in
the Australian Intermediate Mathematics Olympiad towards the end of
term. AIMO is designed to stretch talented young mathematicians and
give them opportunities to enhance their enjoyment and knowledge
of the subject. Georgia demonstrated tremendous focus to sit for the
entire four hours duration of the exam and attempt all ten questions.
Results from the contest will be sent back to schools next term.

Lucy off to National Youth
Science Forum
A mix of scientific, formal, personal development and social activities
with hundreds of other bright young people from across the nation
awaits Year 11 student Lucy Ball who has been selected to attend the
National Youth Science Forums at the Australian National University in
January.
Lucy, currently in Year 11, says she is looking forward to the
opportunities at the 12-day immersive residential camps, which are an
initiative of Rotary and seek to promote study, research and commercial
applications in the fields of science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM).
Lucy’s selection followed an application process that included an
interview with four panellists which involved answering questions on
science and ethics and a practical demonstration using either an app
or a scientific apparatus. Lucy chose a chemistry titration having been a
member of the TAS team that was placed first in the regional RACI NSW
Schools Titration Competition held at UNE in June.

Harrison has the 'write' stuff
in story competition
A short story by Harrison Miller has been
voted in the top 10 Year 7/8 entries in the
national Storyathon short story writing
competition. Specifically, students were
required to write an imaginative piece of
no more or less than 100 words.
There were more than 15,000 entries from
both Australia and New Zealand and an
excess of 50,000 votes posted across the
competition. Harrison’s work at right:

Lucy Ball has been selected to attend the National Youth Science Forum at
ANU in January

"I didn’t mean to kill him”, came a deep
ominous voice, as I was hovering in dismay
over my friend’s cold lifeless body, stab
wounds dotted all over his chest.
I spun around and what I saw was the
complete opposite to what I expected. A
small boy with blonde, matted hair, soaked
with dark, dirty, dry blood, his face solemn
and his right shoulder twitching tensely
with a large butcher’s knife clenched tight
in his hand.
That’s when it happened. I the blink of an
eye, he had raised the knife and sent it
flying in my direction. Thud!
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Major works nomimated for
HSC Showcase
Their work is called Great News - and it was certainly that for Year 12
students Will Forsyth, Milli Krishnan, Harrison Miles-Lyons, Erin Page and
Bell Perrottet when they learnt that their HSC Drama Group Performance
piece was one of three nominations their class has received for the State
Drama showcase OnSTAGE.
Their self-devised piece has five parts, each inspired by different
sources, such as the leaked cache of 2000 reports from the Nauru
Regional Processing Centre known as ‘The Nauru Files’ and the words of
Armidale’s Dr Nick Martin who worked there.
Joining them on the list were two other students nominated for their
Individual Performances - Michael Harrell for The Libertine and Jesse
Streeting for Bronson. Three quarters of this year’s HSC Drama class were
nominated for OnSTAGE either in a group or individually. The works
were previewed at Curtain Up, one of three evening showcases of HSC
works at the Hoskins Centre.
The inaugural TAS HSC Textiles class of four students presented their
major works at the ‘Stitch in Time’ exhibition in Hoskins foyer on 6
August. Hours and hours of planning was evident in their portfolios
and the finished products impressed the large number of students,
their families and staff who attended. Later in the month the talents of
Visual Arts and Music 1, Music 2 and Music Extension students were on
show at the Masterstroke and Final Note showcases on 27 August. Both
showcases exhibited a diversity of art forms - in Masterstroke from ‘active
sculpture’, ceramics, drawing and photography, whilst in Final Note,
classic and contemporary voice, cello, drums and guitar.

Harrison Miles-Lyon, Erin Page, Milli Krishnan, Belle Perrottet and Will Forsyth
perform their piece Great News

Heath Chandler

Michael Harrell explores decadency in his
OnSTAGE nominated Individual Project
The Libertine

Alex Ng performed on the drums

Keanu Rhoades takes to the stage

Academic
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Jesse Streeting’s gritty interpretation
of British prisoner Charles Brosnon
has earned him a nomination for the
HSC Drama showcase OnSTAGE

Harrison Miles-Lyons

Selection from HSC work Colour Blind
by Miah Lupica

Dante Holmes-Bradshaw’s grey
woollen trench coat was lined with
blue silk symbolising hidden beauty

Stephanie Clarkson

Elli McRae constructed
a three-piece linen and
cotton garment with
decorative stitching and
fabric-printed photos

Disa Smart

Miah Lupica
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Deke Sharon brings perfect
pitch to music workshops
He blended The Bellas to victory and gave the Treblemakers
their tone – and on 13-15 September the musical director
behind the Pitch Perfect movies inspired singers from across
the state to find their own perfect pitch at a three day a capella
workshop at TAS.
For the three films Deke Sharon coached various a capella
groups as they compete for national glory by singing in
harmony without instrumental accompaniment - but at TAS
it was all about singers collaborating to create five pieces that
were performed at a celebration concert that packed out the
Hoskins Centre on the final evening.
“When the request came TAS music teacher Inga Brasche for
me to travel to Armidale while I was in Australia, I jumped at it.
A capella existed before instruments and indeed before people
even had language, so the renewed interest in this form of
singing is just returning to history,” he said.
Several ensembles took up the opportunity to have a
masterclass with the master arranger who said he was
“incredibly impressed” by the talent of those attending, singling
out TAS Year 10 student and soloist Hattie Oates, for a big future.

Deke Sharon conducts the choir while Hattie Oates belts out a solo of Duffy’s
‘Mercy’ at the workshops at TAS on Sunday

Co-Curricular
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Delta sings with Moorambilla Voices
Delta Hawkins-Richardson spent a week in August with the Moorambilla
Voices outback choir. This is the tenth year that Delta, from west of
Walgett, has been singing with Moorambilla, which brings together 300
boys and girls from isolated NSW. At a camp at Baradine the choir learnt
works by Australian composers and had workshops in Japanese taiko
drumming and fan dancing, then came together again at the end of
term for a performance at Dubbo. The choir has previously performed in
front of Hilary Clinton, Julia Gillard, Tony Abbott and other luminaries - a
testament to the commitment and talent of Delta and her fellow choir
members.

This term’s Twilight Concert in the Hoskins Centre on 30 July was another
magnificent showcase of the breadth of music talent at TAS

Speakers state their case
Advancing Australia and the fine line of genetic engineering - were
the fascinating topics of erudite speeches delivered by Hudson
McAllister and Georgia Donoghue (pictured) on 19 August at the
Rotary Club of Armidale North's Public Speaking competition.
Hudson and Georgia, both in Year 10, were praised by the judges
for their content and Georgia was named runner up. TAS is grateful
to Armidale North for the opportunities it gives TAS students in
staging this competition (and also for its sponsorship of our students
attending National Youth Science Forum).

In Debating news, the combined Year 9/10 team has continued its
run in the National Virtual Debating Competition, this term defeating
St John’s Lutheran School Kingaroy, Mamre Anglican School Sydney
and St Luke’s Anglican School, Bundaberg. The team will next face
Canberra Girls Grammar in round 8, early in Term 4. Middle School
debaters also experienced some success with the Year 6 and Year 7
teams winning their debates in the second round of the Tri Schools’
Shield, hosted by PLC.

“Wise, witty, inspiring, humble, passionate and engaging”: Mr Guest
attributed a single adjective to each of the six speeches when
he adjudicated the Senior School inter-house public speaking
competition on 3 September. Each speaker selected one of three
phrases for their speech: ‘Eureka’, ‘By hook or by crook’ or the literary
quote ‘Oh brave new world that has such people in it’. In the end only
four points separated first and sixth place – and the winner, by just
one point, was Lachlan Reiss-Wears from Croft House who engaged
the audience with a plea to not let the little ‘eureka’ moments of the
minutiae of life get in the way of focussing on the truly important big
issues faced by the world.
Two days later it was the turn of six confident and courageous Middle
School students to take to the podium in the Hoskins Centre. Each
spoke on image that had been given to them, to interpret as they
wished. Head of Middle School gave the points to Jasper O’Neil
of Green House who philosophised about life with his image of a
meteor close to Earth.

Valiant defence by Chess players
The NSW Junior Chess League campaign of a young TAS team came to
an end in the New England North West final on 19 August with a close
encounter against Calrossy Anglican School. While the final score read
two boards each, Calrossy were awarded the overall winners having
won Boards 1 and 3 to TAS’ boards 2 and 4. It was a tight finish for the
TAS senior team which played well during the season, having defeated,
along the way, O’Connor Catholic College, PLC Armidale and Holy Trinity
School Inverell before a bye in the fourth round. The team then played
St Mary’s Gunnedah on 17 September for the chance at being awarded
runner up and again, it was two boards each with St Mary’s awarded
the fixture on a count back. For the first time in some years the senior
team comprised players currently in Years 9 and 10, auguring well for the
future.
						

Lachlan Hey, Rowan Hey, Henry Moore and Sam Coady made it to the regional
final of the NSW Junior Chess League
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Athletes take to the track
Personal best times for most athletes and third place in the 17 years 1500m
for Sam Jones were highlights of the TAS performance at the AAGPS Athletics
championships at Homebush on 21 September. Also part of the team as coach
was OA Nick Makeham who last year won the Open 400m. Perhaps the biggest
gold medal performance was from our own Mr Jim Pennington who as well as
being Athletics MIC is the AAGPS Athletics Convenor and was responsible for the
extraordinary organisation of what is the largest school-age athletics meet in the
Southern Hemisphere.

Remy Taylor flies out of the blocks for TAS in the 4x100m relay

Luke Rorke selected for AAGPS Shooting team
Year 12 student Luke Rorke was selected for the Combined AAGPS
shooting team following his performance at the GPS championships on
23-24 July, where TAS placed second in the NRA Shield.
The first morning of competition was for the Rawson Cup (shot at
500m and 600m) with TAS placing sixth. Consistency improved in the
afternoon in the NRA Shield shot at 600m with the First VIII finishing
second, behind Newington College and a single point ahead of Sydney
Boys’ High. The next day teams competed for the Buchanan Shield, a
300m eight-shot deliberate stage followed by a snap application in
which TAS came sixth. Overall the TAS First VIII finished fifth place, as did
TAS in the Second VIII Shield, also shot on the final day.
Consistent shooting by Luke Rorke (pictured right) resulted in an
aggregate score of 192 from a possible 200 including 10 centre bulls –
the seventh highest individual aggregate in the competition.
This rewarded him with a place in the Combined AAGPS team which
competed in the Josephson Shield on 28 July against experienced
under 25 shooters from three district rifle associations and two
combined universities teams. Of the four stages, shot at 300m, 400m,
500m and 600m, Luke scored ‘possibles’ – the maximum possible score twice, in the 300m (a score of 50.003) and 500m (50.006), and achieved
48.006 at 600m. Luke captained the GPS B team which came third in the
300m event.
The AAGPS competition was preluded by the Fiona Reynolds Memorial
Match over 300m, 500m and 600m contested at Malabar Range on 20
July, in which the top TAS team came second behind Sydney Boys’ High
School for the Prorak Shield. Shooters prepared for their competitions at
camp at Spring Ridge.

Co-Curricular
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Players net highest hockey
achievements
Term 3 finished with some of the highest achievements ever for TAS
hockey players and teams.
Year 6 student Miller Harwood became a national gold medallist as
a member of the NSW All Schools U12 hockey team (having been
selected from the CIS team at the PSSA championships) which
competed at the School Sports Australia Championships (the national
titles for U12s) in Bendigo in August. NSW topped the table after four
wins, a draw and a loss.
Also playing for his State, Rohan Lawrence (Year 10) returned from
the All Schools National titles in Newcastle saying the experience has
made him a better player. Rohan was a member of the NSW U16s Blues
team which trained for two days prior to a week-long competition in
early August, involving seven games. The Blues came away with wins
against Tasmania (1-0) and South Australia, with the 3-0 score including
a goal from the Armidale striker. In other games the team went
down to Queensland, Western Australia, Victoria, ACT and NSW 1, in
competitive and tight matches. Rohan is also in the current Hockey NSW
Athlete Acceleration Program (AAP) Boys Squad.

Lily Neilson was awarded Honours for her selection in the U18 Australian Indoor
Hockey squad

Recognising her significant achievements in the past 12 months, Lily
Neilson received a standing ovation at Assembly in the last week of term
when she was presented with the highest co-curricular award, Honours.
Lily was selected in the U18 Australian Indoor Hockey squad in 2019
whilst in Field Hockey she was chosen for the NSW Accelerated Athlete
Program and went on to represent NSW at the National Championships
in Hobart.
And making history were the TAS First XI girls hockey team who took out
the Hockey New England Second Division ladies grand final In a great
game they dominated arch rivals Guyra who had been top of the ladder
all year. The girls stuck to a great game plan from coach Kim Taylor and
won easily 4-0.

Rohan Lawrence wearing blue for NSW

Miller Harwood in action for NSW at the School Sports Australia Championships

Footballers finals
A five year premiership-winning streak came to an end for the TAS
First XI who went down to Inverell 1-0 in a penalty shootout in the
New England League Division 1 grand final on 14 September. The
result reversed last year’s grand final fixture between the two sides,
Inverell having come into the ADFA competition from the Inland
Premier League.

The 14As finished their season with a win to take out the 14s
premiership defeating Uralla 6-2. A third TAS team also had a grand
final berth, being narrowly defeated 2-1 by Armidale City Blue.
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Best season yet for netball
TAS netballers had their best season yet, with highlights including the
selection of several players in the Combined Independent Schools
championships for the first time ever and semi-final berths for five of the
six TAS teams in the local competition.
TAS took a senior and junior team to the North Coast Independent
Schools titles, coming away with its best ever result at NCIS in the third
year of participation. Playing in one of two pools in the top division, TAS
1 finished the morning undefeated and on top of its pool, having come
across some strong competition in three games. Bracing themselves
for the semi-final against last year’s winners Bishop Druitt College from
Coffs Harbour, strong defence and accurate shooting delivered TAS 1
a berth in the final, where they faced Lindisfarne Anglican Grammar
School (Tweed Heads) whom they had beaten by three goals in one
of the morning rounds, but who reversed the result in the final by the
same margin.
The team’s efforts was rewarded with Isabella Gooch, April Johnson,
Macey Michell, Hattie Oates, Eliza Ward and Harriet Wickman selected for
senior NCIS duties at CIS; also making the cut was Isabel Newton in the
juniors.
In the local competition five of six TAS netball teams made the semifinals. Most notably was TAS 1 team who played in the highest division
of the Armidale District Netball Association competition for the first time
ever, placing fourth overall in Division 1.

TAS 1 (back, l-r) Chloe Lawson, Kim Bange, Macey Michell, Harriet Wickman, Bridie
Ryan, April Johnson, Isabella Gooch, (front), Molly Northam, Eliza Ward, Hattie Oates

TAS retains cup after wins against
Sydney Boys’ High
The visitors had the upper hand after the first competitions but solid
wins the next day resulted in TAS retaining the Hannon and Harris
Cup for a range of fixtures against Sydney Boys’ High School at TAS on
26-27 July.

TAS Director of Co-curricular Will Caldwell said the annual visit was
valued by both schools for the relationships that it fosters on and
off the field, and this year was particularly noteworthy for the large
number of High parents who travelled to Armidale.

Always a spectacle in the cauldron of the TAS gymnasium, the two
basketball matches were keenly contested on the Friday night. A
strong Year 9/10 High team convincingly won the Junior match, 6032. At the end of the first quarter the TAS Opens were points ahead
but succumbed 52-32 at the final bell.
Outside on the tennis courts, High were again strong, winning three
of the four singles matches, and the one doubles fixtures.
The fortunes were reversed on Saturday morning with a 9-1 win to
TAS in an Opens Football game and a 2-2 draw in the 15 years. TAS
also won seven of the eight rugby matches, culminating in a 24-10
win for the First XV in round 5 of the AAGPS Third Grade competition,
as well as the rugby relay comprising five players from across each
group.

Co-Curricular
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Keanu Rhoades attempts to get to the ball ahead of a High opponent

Home fixtures a highlight for rugby season
The TAS First XV wrapped up the GPS Third Grade competition placing equal second after what had been a challenging start to the
season. After pre-season match injuries resulted in TAS fielding a team of primarily Year 11 students in their first round 0-40 loss to
eventual premiers St Joseph’s College, the fortunes turned around for the boys, with subsequent wins against Shore (7-5), Sydney
Grammar (28-4), King’s (33-0), High (24-10) and The Scots College (17-14). Going into the final match and in outright second
position on the table, TAS faced a strong St Ignatius team who were just below them on the table but succumbed to the city siders
0-10, each school ending their season with five wins and two losses and joint runners up in the competition.
For the Year 12 players the highlight was their last home game on Backfield in front of a large crowd for Reunion Weekend, against
Scots. The boys were led onto the field by 13s player Brock Galvin kitted in an historic 1930s jersey owned by former TAS First XV
and AAGPS rep Ross Connah and a 110-year old rugby honours cap awarded to 1909 Senior Prefect Frederick Forster. The lead
changed five times during the exciting match.
The eight-school competition comprises the Firsts of TAS, High and Grammar and the Third VXs from St Joseph’s, Riverview, The
King’s School and Shore. The competition also enables fixtures against the same schools, from 13s to the Second XV.
Above: Wearing an historic jersey and rugby honours cap from 1909, Brock Galvin led out the TAS First XV on Saturday (back, l-r) Joe Baker, Hamish
Cannington, Will Ellis, Harry Deshon, Will Koraba, Alex Kirk, Tom Hamilton, Joshua Jones, Will Swales, Liam Smith, Lucas Atkin, Edward Bell, Leon
Kelly, Lachlan Oates, Toby Newcombe,James Pointing

Mountain Bikers trail blaze at
Schools National titles
Technical skill and the right balance of courage and caution paid
dividends for the TAS team of 14 mountain bikers which placed eighth
of 91 schools in the Schools National Mountain Bike championships
held at the Gold Coast on 2-4 August.

Bethan Palfreyman was the best performing girl rider for TAS, placing
fourth in the Year 7 girls cross country criterium. TAS Old Boy and
national representative Michael Harris was among the coaching and
technical support crew, along with a number of staff and parents.

The Mountain Bike Australia event consisted of three days of
competition: a short fast criterium on the first day; an enduro gravity
race where the fastest to get downhill, over jumps and through berms
wins, on the second day; with the event’s final day consisting of a longer
cross country event held on the Commonwealth Games track.
Best 10 finishers for TAS in the enduro gravity races included Riley
Simmons (ninth in Year 11 boys), Brody Michell (11th of 61 Year 8 boys)
and Toby Inglis who finished fifth of 63 Year 8 boys on the first day and
then backed it up with a 16th place on the Saturday and another fifth on
the final day, earning seventh place overall in his year group.

Riley Simmons navigates his way along a bush track during the
national championships
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Record TAS effort inspires at
City 2 Surf
Their finishing times were a bit more than an hour apart, but the efforts
of Year 9 student Mac Orr and Old Armidalian Richard Tombs (84-85)
said much about the spirit of the largest school team in this year’s City
to Surf foot race, held in cool conditions on 10 August.
More than 280 students, staff, parents and friends made up Team TAS,
which this year united behind Richard Tombs, a former Wallaby who
suffered a debilitating injury in a soccer game last year that confined
him to a wheelchair.
First across the line for the school team was teacher Andrew O’Connell
in a time of 55.25, bettering his sub-hour effort last year. Just over a
minute behind in 56:41 was15 year old Mac, from Moree. His time was
thirty seconds off the TAS student record for the race set last year by
Samuel Jones, “something to aim for next year,” Mac said.
Meanwhile a group of around a dozen students, staff and others
(including OA and current TAS parent Michael Forsythe who was
Richard’s halfback in the TAS First XV of 1985) took turns to push Richard
along the 14km course, breaking into applause when they crossed
the finish line in 1:57:01. So notable was the TAS effort that it received
widespread media coverage including the Sydney Morning Herald and
an interview with Channel 9’s Mike Dalton on Heartbreak Hill.

Molly Northam, Stuart Epworth, Sam Behrend and Bridie Ryan before the race

Lily Neilson was one of nine TAS students who pushed Richard Tombs

Leadership, Service, Adventure
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“Every time that we see a huge take-up in a demanding event like this
the message travels through our student body that testing your physical
and mental boundaries is not only possible, it is a good thing and it
gives entree to a community that thrives on it. That makes us a better
place and it reinforces a school culture that we can all be proud of.
Getting behind, literally, one of our own speaks volumes for our culture
and I was very proud of that too,” the Headmaster said.

SGT Samantha Crossle leads her platoon in the parade

Cadet values will prepare students for a complex world
The world is becoming an increasingly
complex place, but society should have
confidence that the values of the Australian
Army Cadets will do much to prepare
students for life beyond the school gates,
Australia’s Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Minister for Women, Senator the Hon Marise
Payne told the School’s Passing Out Parade on
13 September.
Minister Payne said it was 18 years since the
terrorist attacks on 2001 which prompted
service in Afghanistan that continues to
this day – a campaign as old as the Year 12
students being farewelled, and older than the
rest of the cadets on the ground.
“You will graduate from here to a world that
is not getting simpler, or less demanding. But
there is great cause for confidence. It doesn’t
matter what path you choose to follow in
your lives; the ideals of the Round Square
association to which your school belongs of
internationalism, democracy, environment,
adventure, leadership and service – as well as
the Australian Army cadet values of courage,
initiative, respect and teamwork - will give
you the precise grounding you need to adapt,
grow and excel in the decades ahead of you,”
Minister Payne said.

At the parade the Minister reviewed the
275-strong cadet unit and presented the
Sword of Honour and McConville Sword to
the two most senior cadets. Precision and drill
are hallmarks of the ceremonial parade which
culminated in a salute from the cadets to the
departing fourteen Year 12 cadets who slowmarched past the unit.
That night the Minister attended the formal
Dining In Night where she presented a number
of awards including the inaugural Mathew
Dunbar Memorial Award, the initiative of a
benefactor to the School keen to champion
the Australian Army Cadet values of courage,
initiative, respect “that guide The Armidale
School’s Cadet Unit and that Mathew Dunbar
lived by.” Mr Dunbar was an active member of
the unit during his time at TAS where he was a
student from 1987-1992.

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister for Women
Senator the Hon Marise Payne presents the inaugural
Mathew Dunbar Memorial Award to CUO Marcus Braham

Departing Year 12 cadets at Dining In Night - (back row) CUO Lucas Atkin, CUO William Swales CUO Lachlan
Oates, CPL Nicholas Flannery, CUO Nicholas Ward, CUO Joshua Jones, SUO Jack Waters, CUO Henry O’Neil,
CUO Liam Smith, (front) CDT Stephanie Clarkson, SGT Phebe Hunt, CDT Erin Page

Minister Payne paid tribute to the service of
103 former students and staff who have died
on conflicts from the Boer War to Afghanistan
and also acknowledged to the difficulties of
drought and bushfire being experienced in
New England.
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Bringing characters to life
Characters jumped off the pages and
came to life at the Hoskins Centre on
16 August for Junior School’s annual Book
Week parade. There were the ubiquitous
Harry Potters, Wallys and comic book
superheroes but so too a wide range
of lesser known subjects. Everyone got
into the spirit of dressing up as familiar
favourites and some lesser known - even
the teachers! A large number of parents
joined in the colour and fun.

Left: Edward Gillman as Professor Branestawm,
from the books by Norman Hunter

Transition on tour
The amazing story of a Spitfire canopy from the Second World War had
Transition students transfixed when Mr Guest took them on a tour of the School
on 25 September. Mr Guest told them about how the plane of Old Boy Flight
Officer Russell ‘Rusty’ Leith DFC (OA 36-37) was shot down in France in 1943. (He
was sheltered by a local family until rescued by the Resistance and returned to
the air, having an important role in the Normandy invasion the following year
and returned to Australia as a hero.) Years later Leith went back to France where
he met relatives of the family that had saved him – and was able to recover the
canopy of the aircraft he crashed all those years earlier, which for 50 years had
been used by a French farmer to shelter his tomato plants! It now hangs in the
Sandilands Studio where the children asked Mr Guest all sorts of interesting
questions.
The Headmaster captivates Transition in the Sandilands Studio

Japanese insights with TEZ visit
A visit to TAS Junior School by students and staff from Tezukayama Gakuin
Elementary School in Osaka once again reflected how meaningful the annual
exchange between the two schools can be. Following a visit to Japan by TAS
students in December 2018, the TEZ delegation of 31 engaged in an actionpacked week of activities where new friendships were forged and cross-cultural
understanding gained. The Japanese visitors learnt how to throw a boomerang at
the Aboriginal Keeping Place, went horse riding and made damper, milked dairy
goats cracked whips and met some of Australia’s native reptiles. Meanwhile the hosts
were instructed in the finer art of calligraphy and origami, tantalised their taste buds
with Japanese cuisine and learnt some words of a different language. Once again the
success of the visit was only made possible by the many Junior School parents who
home-hosted the TEZ students.

Junior School
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PYP Exhibition explores
migration
The way migration is a response to challenges, risks and
opportunities for humans, animals and plants was the
overarching central idea of Year 5’s International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Programme Exhibition that was on display in the
Hoskins Centre on 10-12 September. Mentored by staff from
across the school, each group of students took on a particular
research project and used various lines of inquiry to explore the
causes, actions and perspectives of migration and immigration
in different forms - whether it be political refugees, the impact
on wildlife of urban development, or changing bird migration
patterns due to climate change, to name but a few. They
presented their ideas to peers, families and teachers at the
Exhibition opening on the first night and also to students from
Transition to Year 10 the next day.

Kindy celebrates 100 days of learning
To celebrate the milestone of 100 days at school, parents and others
joined Kindergarten students in class on 1 August for games and
puzzles that featured the number 100, then all shared in a lovely
morning tea. It was a special way for the students to share how much
they had learnt and the friendships they had made.

Mila Downes, Sonny Blanch and Peyton Slade sell origami figures at their
PYP Exhibition stand to raise funds for the Armidale Refugee Centre

Looking back,
looking forward
Junior School students welcomed parents and
friends on 9 September to share their learning for
the year. More than just a ‘show and tell’, as part of
the IB Primary Years Programme the children led the
reflections and nominate the work they wanted to
share, outline how they learnt about it and set some
learning goals for the rest of the year, all ahead of
the visit. Head of Junior School Ian Lloyd said it was
a terrific celebration of inquiry-based learning and
personal achievement.

Hugo Broun demonstrates an aspect of what he has learnt this year to his parents
Wally Broun and Sonia Broun
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Refurbished Dining Hall to be celebrated at
Foundation event
Restoring it to the best of the past but updating it for the future – the
refurbishment of the magnificent Dining Hall will be the feature of the
TAS Foundation’s 125 special event ‘Bowties and Bling’, to be held on
Wednesday 4 December, the eve of Speech Day.
One of the most iconic rooms in the original school building designed
by noted architect Sir John Sulman, renovations have included lowering
the Hall’s stage to its original height and replacing the old doors into
the serving area formerly known as the Junior Dining Room. Walls
have been painted, new window coverings put up, the magnificent
barrel ceiling has been cleaned and restained and the Headmasters’
portraits are undergoing conservation treatment. Soon to be installed
is a state-of-the-art lighting and audio system that will highlight the
room’s architectural features and artworks and improve acoustics
tremendously. Perhaps the biggest part of the project though will be
31 new handmade blackbutt tables of bespoke design and 256 chairs
in teak stain that will be arranged in long rows in the ‘collegiate’ style as
depicted by Sulman in his original drawings.

125 Trek recalls adventures of the past
It is a kilometre for every year of the School’s history – and from 10-12
November hundreds of students present and past, staff and parents will
celebrate a special birthday with a 125km adventure.
In the spirit of expeditions held in 1959 to mark the School's 65th
birthday and again for the Centenary in 1994, Trek 125 is a 125km circuit
on bike and on foot, starting and finishing at TAS. Those involved can do
a section, the full three days, or just be part of the fun at the end.
“The trek is more about bringing our community together in a way that
says a lot about who we are as a school, than it is an endurance event,”
said Coordinator of Challenge and Service Mr Jim Pennington.
“Thanks to the generosity of private landholders and public agencies,
the route will take in some lovely country that people otherwise
wouldn’t get to see as well as the summit of Mt Duval and the northern
shore of Malpas Dam. Mindful of the challenges so many are facing with
the drought, there will be no cost and we hope that our farming families
might be able to participate for part or all of the trek, just to give them a
break from the difficulties they are facing every day.”
If you are interested in taking part in Trek 125, please register by visiting
the TAS website https://www.as.edu.au/whats-on-2/trek-125/

Funding for the $140,000 has been made possible by the generosity of
the TAS community, and the top 20 donors will be acknowledged on
the night. There is still the chance to give generously; to donate go to
www.as.edu.au/community/foundation/annualgiving/
or to book tickets for the event click on www.trybooking.com/BGCSR

TAS FEST

TO BRING 125 TALENT TO THE BIG SCREEN

A short film festival showing on a giant screen
on Adamsfield will be one of the highlights
of the School and P&F’s joint community
celebration of the School’s 125th anniversary.
To be held on 16 November, ‘TAS Fest’ will
replace the annual TAS @Dusk fete for this year
with an evening of music, food, short films and
fireworks.
Not so much a fundraiser as a ‘friends get
together’, the event is open to all in the TAS
community – students, parents and staff past,
present and future - and anyone else with an
attachment to TAS. From 5pm to 10pm, there
will be informal music performances by TAS
students; a Junior School Disco in Memorial
Hall; food and drink providors; produce stalls
selling P&F Christmas puddings, Tombola jars,
peonies and some plants; face painting, Zorb
ball soccer and a bouncy castle.
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On show throughout the evening will be
short films of two-five minutes in duration
made by students – the only requirement
being that the number 125 needs to feature
in the film in some way. The budding young
cinematographers will be vying for hundreds
of dollars of prizemoney in various categories
including best film from Junior, Middle and
Senior School; best day and boarding house
film, and overall best film. Rounding out the
night will be a fireworks display to ‘light the
candles’ for the birthday celebration.
More details will be emailed to the school
community closer to the time.

Here’s to our 125th!
Interstate events to mark the school’s 125 anniversary were
celebrated in fine style last term in Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne
and Canberra and added a vibrant focus to the annual OAU
Reunion Weekend extravaganza in Armidale. There were many
people involved in making all these moments so memorable
and we cannot thank them enough. Thanks to all who were able
to attend and share in the celebrations.

BRISBANE 31 AUGUST

Geoff Close, James Holliday

John Moore, Malcolm Duff, Gerald Hancock

Simon Biggs, Leanne McConville, Tony Mountford

Charles Mason, Cressida Mort

Greg Cork, Lee Reid, Murray Guest

CANBERRA 16 AUGUST

Dennis and Poppy Martin, Rob Busby

MELBOURNE 6 SEPTEMBER

Michael Burnett, Cressida Mort, Richard Rowe, Cynthia Lyons, John Lyons,
Joanne Guest, Murray Guest, Rob Busby, Kim Burnett, Jim Jones, Jennie Jones,
Sally Inchbold-Busby

Campbell Anderson, John Treloar, David Uther

SYDNEY 9 AUGUST

Quentin Anthony, Warwick Lewarne, John Lennox
Fiona Nash, Allister Rodgers, Jacqui Rodgers

Treenie Osborne, the first girl Senior Prefect, proposed the toast to the School
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Congratulations

Flying high in the corporate world is Stuart Aggs (78-88) who
has been appointed Chief Operations Officer (COO) for the Virgin
Australia Group, for whom he has worked for 15 years in a variety of
operational roles, most recently has Director of Group Flight Operations and General Manager Safety Systems.

Condolences
We have received belated news of the death of Allaster Kirk McDougall (37-40) on 30 May 2018. Originally from Bangalow, be became a
bank officer for the Bank of NSW and also served in World War II.
After years of bravery and showing eternal optimism, Nicholas Tooth
(74-79) succumbed to cancer on 7 July 2019, less than a month before
the 40 year reunion he was so looking forward to attending. We pass
on our condolences to his wife Jenny with whom he had Annabel and
Sam, and also his brothers Peter (73-78) and Simon (77-83) and son
Ben (05-10).
Gifted scientist and artist John Stockdale (48-52) died on 13 July
2019 after a stellar career in the USA. Captain of the School (Dux)
in his final year, he went on to the University of Sydney (St Paul’s
College) graduating in Science with Honours. He worked briefly at
the Lucas Heights nuclear facility before going to the USA where
he was employed at the National Laboratory of the US Atomic
Energy Commission in Oak Ridge Tennessee, gaining a PhD from the
University of Tennessee. John returned to Australia briefly before
finally going back to the USA where he worked again at Oak Ridge
and in the Lawrence Livermore laboratory in California. As well as his
high standing in the Scientific world John was a gifted artist. In 1969
he was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship which supported him to
spend a year painting and studying in Europe. His abstract works are
hung in a number of significant galleries including the Art Gallery of
NSW, National Gallery of Victoria. He was also a fine photographer,
studying photography at New York University in 1975. An exhibition
of his photos toured Australia in the 1970s. Thanks to Donald
Cameron (50-55) for the notice.
Hugh Wyndham (60-65) passed away on 25 July 2019 after some
years of illness.
John Rourke (42-44) died on20 August 2019, aged 87.

Round ‘n’ about
‘Lost’ to TAS for many years, Gavin O’Keefe (78-83) was visiting the
TAS website and kindly got in touch. Having spent six years living
in the United States, he says he was delighted to return to Australia
last year. “My timing was good, as my two grandchildren were born
since my return; so I’ve also been able to enjoy being a grandfather!
Workwise, I am managing a small publisher, Ramble House (www.
ramblehouse.com), and I continue to turn my hand to illustration,
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editing and design work. Last year I fulfilled a long-time wish to
translate Lautréamont’s Les Chants de Maldoror into English, as well as
illustrating it.”
We were thrilled to have a visit in September from one of our oldest
Old Boys, Ian Seton (39-44) and his daughter Carolyn. Ian was one
of five sons who grew up at Wellingrove and whose education at TAS
was made possible by the generosity of Weeta Wright of Wongwibinda Station who was a cousin of the boys’ mother. The boys gratitude
was reflected in their school achievements – three, including Ian,
were Captains of the School (Dux) with the eldest, Gordon, Captain
on two occasions and also Senior Prefect in 1940. Mr Seton was
thrilled to relive some memories of TAS during the war years and to
see the progress of his old school.
It was a dark and stormy night……well, not quite night when four
hardy golfers ventured forth at Manly Golf Course to take on not only
a difficult course but the prevailing elements at the annual GPS OBU
Golf Day. In the end, it proved too much and the group retreated to
the comfort of the bar to be greeted warmly by non-player Paddy
Flower (62-63). Pictured below with Paddy (far right) are David
Weekes (58-62), Peter Williams (62-67), Michael Webb (61-63) and
John Treloar (65-70).

Nineteen Old Armidalians from the Class of 1977 made a weekend of
it at Coffs Harbour on 30 August-1 September, to celebrate the year
that the majority of them turned 60. Writes Bruce Treloar (72-77):
“We had superb weather and enjoyed a number of meals in and
around Coffs Harbour. Attendees included Bruce Taylor (71-77),
Robert Smith (71-77), Ian Bailey (72-75), Jock Robertson-Cuninghame (72-77), David Laurie (76-77), Peter Wears (72-77), Ivor Jones
(71-77), Guy Nelson (74-77), Stephen Slater (77), Andrew Hynes
(72-76), Andrew Clift (72-77), Keith Perrett (72-77), Coridon Bliss
(74-77), Dan Calvert (74-77), Bill Farrand (72-77), Michael Blaxland
(72-77), Graham Robinson (72-77), Peter ‘Harry’ Hall (72-75) and
myself. Harry assured us he had not been called by that name since
1975! We enjoyed the weekend so much we plan to do it again soon.”

Adelaide and Perth events
The 125 roadshow continues, with events in Perth and Adelaide for
Old Armidalians, former staff and friends of TAS who may be in South
Australia and Western Australia at the time. The Perth dinner on 8
November will be kindly hosted by James Eggins (64-70) and his wife
Isabel whilst the Adelaide dinner on 22 November will be hosted by
former Deputy Headmaster Brad Fenner (now Head of Prince Alfred
College) and his wife Barbara. For more details, email robbusby@
ozemail.com

Hundreds return for Reunion
Weekend
Former students and their partners embraced the spirit of the
School’s 125th anniversary, returning in force for Reunion Weekend on
21-4 August. In sporting competition the Old Armidalians retained
the Croft Cup for defeating School in swimming, tennis and chess.
The OAs lost the tug of war and shooting, despite a large gathering
of former marksmen including many from the inaugural GPS
Championship team of 1959. The OAU’s 125th gift to the School, the
Chapel St Gates were officially opened by OA stalwarts Rob Busby
(63-68), former OBU President and current Deputy Chair of
the TAS Board, and Paddy Flower (62-63), another former OBU
president and GPS OBU representative for decades.

From the Chaplain…
To the Old Armidalians who attended Reunion Weekend, I want to
express my humble and heartfelt thanks to you and your generosity.
Through your gifts on the sideline and at the OAU chapel service over
the course of the reunion weekend we managed to raise enough
funds to pay for the cost of materials for the tasks we will be given on
our service trip to Thailand, where we volunteer at McKean Leprosy
Rehabilitation Centre and Agape Orphanage for those living with HIV.
Both places do amazing work and it is our privilege to serve them for
ten short days. What astounds me is their gratitude for the work we do.
So thanks once again for your generosity, particularly during difficult
financial times for many brought about by the drought. God Bless
Rev Richard Newton

Members of the 1959 GPS Shooting Championship team: Bruce Parsons, David Bevan
(58-59), Kim Felton-Taylor (54-59), John Robertson (59-63) and Terry Coventry (57-61)
Paddy Flower (62-63) and Rob Busby (63-68) open the new OAU Chapel St Gates

Friendships were renewed at 5, 10, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50 and 60 year
reunions; in a quality rugby match TAS defeated Scots in round six
of the AAGPS Third Grade competition; noted agricultural scientist
Professor ‘Snow’ Barlow (58-62) was guest speaker at a packed
dinner in the Dining Hall and OAs generously supported the School’s
Thailand Service trip at the rugby on Saturday and the OA Chapel
Service on Sunday. The weekend wrapped up with the AGM of the
OAU, where the current executive were returned to their roles.

Nick Deshon (82-87) shot against his son Tom (Year12)

55 year reunion guests Carolyn Yeates and Mike Fletcher (60-65)
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Six former shooting captains hit the Meadowfield range on Saturday: Tim Pollitt
(‘93, ‘94), Laird Stewart (‘68, ‘69), Sam Adams (‘09), Jack Waters (‘19), Kim FeltonTaylor (‘59) and Sam Johnston (’14)

On the tennis courts were Dennis Martin (55-65), Robert Mackenzie (57-65), Sam
Payne (84-89), John Steuart (61-65), David Johnstone (64-69), Anthony Hawkins
(83-86), Simon Wright (86-91)

Old Boys back for their 30 year reunion

The Class of 1979 post for a group photo in Big School

Snow Barlow (58-62) was the guest speaker at the
Union Dinner

Former members of the 1977 rock band ‘Kashmir’
reunite: Paul Berry (77-79), Peter Wears (72-77) and
Simon Croft (74-77)

OAU President Stewart McRae (79-84) hangs on to
the Croft Cup

School secures Moffatt Family
Shield
There was a super atmosphere at UNE Hockey fields on 10 September
when the School and Old Armidalians took to the turf for the annual
clash. This year the School team, comprising Year 12s, had the edge
on the former students, winning 2-1 in what was a close and exciting
game. Malcolm Moffatt (76-81) presented the Moffatt Family Shield to
Hockey captains Emily Hempel and Sebastian Etheridge, who both faced
their Old Boy fathers (Sebastian Hempel 77-83 and Robert Etheridge
75-80) on the field! The event said so much about the community of TAS
hockey, the bonds of Old Armidalians, and the school spirit shown by
the large crowd of students who cheered from the sidelines.

Sebastian and Emily Hempel and Sebastian and Rob Etheridge

