
Auditon Booklet



Audition Piece #1 – NARRATOR
 
The Narrator will most likely be split into three roles, but they will all 
be very focussed on appearances and “looking” right. Although they 
will have moments of explosive excitement, they must be able to pull 
themselves together and be professional once again. Possibly in the 
vein of News Anchors, maybe a little bit Sports Commentators and 
with a healthy dash of the Three Stooges.

NARRATOR:  Wow!  What a beginning to a story!  Can you believe 
that?  Well, I’m sorry we have to start our story with such a terrible 
event as a mother and father being swallowed up by an escaped 
rhinoceros, but I just had to tell you.  It’s because of this event that 
this story happened.  You see, life was really great for our hero, James 
Henry Trotter… until this… happened to his parents.  Now… well… 
he was sent away to live with his two aunts, Aunt Sponge and Aunt 
Spiker.  I am sorry to point out, but I must, that they were really hor-
rible people.  They were selfish and lazy and cruel and right from the 
beginning they started beating poor James for almost no reason at 
all.  They never called him by his real name but always referred to him 
as “you miserable creature”, or “you disgusting beast”, or “you filthy 
nuisance”, and they certainly never gave him any toys to play with or 
any picture books to look at or read.

 



Audition Piece #2 – OLD-GREEN-GRASSHOPPER

The Old-Green-Grasshopper is a very wise, very together, and very old 
character.  It would be good if the character could play a string instru-
ment (violin) but not necessary. The grasshopper is very down-to-earth 
and has a lovely, calming influence on the other animals.  Possibly with 
a walking-frame.

OLD-GREEN-GRASSHOPPER:  Young fellow, I am Grasshopper, who 
is rather old, but not a pest.  I am a musician.  And, you may not have 
noticed it, but the whole garden, even before it reaches the steep edge 
of the hill, happens to be on a very steep slope. And, therefore, the 
only thing that has been stopping this peach from rolling away right 
from the beginning is the thick stem attaching it to the tree. Break the 
stem, and off we go!  And who knows where it will end?  Surely, we 
are about to visit the most marvellous places and see the most won-
derful things.



Audition Piece #3 – AUNT

The Aunts are frightful creatures.  They are cruel, mean, nasty, mon-
ey-hungry, nose-picking, child-beating monsters.  In other words, the 
most amazing fun to play!  Maybe a chance for some lovely clowning 
and violence, but certainly dry-washing of the hands and cackling.

AUNT:  Roll up!  Roll up!  Only ten pence to see the Giant Peach!  Half 
price for children under two weeks old.  One at a time please.  Don’t 
push!  You’re all going to get in.  Hey!  You!  Come back there.  You 
haven’t paid.  It’ll cost you double to bring in a camera.  Gosh, I’m 
so glad we put bars on James’ wondow.  That disgusting little brute 
would only get in our way if we let him wander about.  Can you believe 
that he complained that he was lonely because he hasn’t met any oth-
er children for years and years?  What a nerve.  I mean, here we are, 
about to become millionaires because of this Giant Peach and he can 
only think of himself! 



Audition Piece #4 – JAMES/JANE

James could be played by a female as easily as a male.  It would not 
be a problem producing JANE AND THE GIANT PEACH.  Regardless, 
the character will be the central focus and tie the story together, not 
by being bigger than everyone else but almost by being smaller, more 
controlled and self-contained.  The character will be the calm in the 
storm.

JAMES/JANE:  Everything is so different.  Suddenly the whole place 
seems to be alive with magic…  What’s that?  I…  I…  I don’t believe 
it…  but there’s… there’s a large hole in the side.  It’s quite a large 
hole, the sort of thing an animal about the size of a fox might make.  
This isn’t a hole, it’s a tunnel!  Boy!  What’s this?  It seems like a 
solid wall.  It feels like wood, except it’s very jagged and full of deep 
grooves.  I know what this is!  I’ve come to the stone in the middle of 
the Peach.  And here… is what appears to be a small door cut into the 
face of the stone.  Let’s see…  



 Audition Piece #5 – THE CAPTAIN

The Captain will be the most incredibly large, self-indulgent and melo-
dramatic character.  Everything must be excessive with this characters 
actions.  He (or she) will only have a short moment in the spotlight and 
this character, above all others, is encouraged to steal the moment.

CAPTAIN:  [looking to the sky]  That’s it!  It’s a secret weapon!  [jump-
ing up and down]  Holy cats!  Send a message to the Queen at once.  
The country must be warned.  And give me my telescope!  [looking 
through telescope]  There are birds everywhere!  The whole sky is 
teeming with birds!  What in the world are they doing?  Wait a second!  
There are people on it!  I can see them moving…  It looks like a little 
boy in short trousers…






