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2020 is the first year that our Year 8 students will be participating in the Community Project. For those 

students who came through TAS Junior School, this is the Middle School version of the PYP Exhibition! 

Through the Middle Years Programme (MYP) projects, students experience the responsibility of completing a significant 

piece of work over an extended period of time.

MYP projects encourage students to reflect on their learning and the outcomes of their work – key skills that prepare them 

for success in further study, the workplace and the community.

The Community Project provides an important opportunity for students to collaborate and pursue service learning. 

The co-educational Middle School strives to encourage all students to 

become responsible global citizens, resilient, independent and lifelong 

learners. Based upon a strong Christian ethos, we aim to inspire all students 

to succeed by making informed decisions that promote their academic, 

spiritual, social, emotional and physical growth.

MIDDLE SCHOOL

MISSION STATEMENT
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Nature of the Community Project

The Community Project focuses on community and service, encouraging students to explore their rights and responsibilities to 

implement service as action in the community. The Community Project gives students an opportunity to develop awareness of the 

needs in various communities and address those needs through service learning. 

As a consolidation of learning, the Community Project engages students in a sustained, in-depth inquiry leading to service as action in 

the community. The Community Project may be completed individually or by groups of a maximum of three students.

The Community Project also help students to develop the attributes of the IB learner profile, provides students with an essential 

opportunity to demonstrate Approaches to Learning skills developed through the MYP and fosters the development of independent, 

lifelong learning.

Aims of the Community Project

The aims state what a student may expect to experience and learn. These aims also suggest how the student may be changed by the 

learning experience.

The aims of the MYP projects are to encourage and enable students to: 

 ›     participate in a sustained, self-directed inquiry within a global context

 ›     generate creative new insights and develop deeper understandings through in-depth investigation

 ›     demonstrate the skills, attitudes and knowledge required to complete a project over an extended period of time

 ›     communicate effectively in a variety of situations

 ›     demonstrate responsible action through, or as a result of, learning

 ›     appreciate the process of learning and take pride in their accomplishments

Community Project Objectives

The objectives state the specific targets that are set for learning. They define what students will be able to accomplish as a result of their 

study. The objectives of MYP projects encompass the factual, conceptual, procedural and metacognitive dimensions of knowledge.
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Visualizing The Project Objectives

The visualization shows that the four objectives for the community project — investigating, planning, taking action and reflecting—

form a cyclical and interactive approach to inquiry and should be addressed as such. The four objectives will be demonstrated 

holistically in the process, the product and the report or presentation of the project.

How is the Community Project documented and assessed?

Students are expected to document their process of preparing for the Project in a process journal. In this way, students demonstrate 

their working behaviours and academic honesty.

Documenting The Process

The process journal is a generic term used to refer to the record of progress maintained by the student throughout the Project.

The process journal is personal to the student, in the sense that he or she is also exploring ways of recording his or her work process. 

Students are not restricted to any single model of recording their work process. However, the student is responsible, through his or her 

use of the process journal, for producing evidence of addressing the four objectives to demonstrate achievement at the highest levels 

of the criteria.

IB
MYP
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Students have to document the steps taken and their evolving thinking about the Project – from brainstorming on a service to 

reflecting on a service. Emphasis from the IB is that the Community Project is more about process rather than product.

Entries in the process journal should be made approximately 2-3 times per fortnight throughout the entire work process and are: 

 › A place for planning and brainstorming

 › A place for recording interactions with sources (i.e. teachers, supervisors, external contributors)

 › A place for storing useful information – quotes, pictures, ideas, websites

 › A means for exploring ideas

 › A place for reflecting on learning

 › Brought to meetings (along with thoughtful questions) to each meeting with your supervisor

 › Useful for the student when receiving formative feedback

 › Used by the student to produce the project

Community Project Timeline 

The following table provides a general overview of the module content students will complete from Term 1 – Term 3, culminating in 

the Community Project Exhibition.  There are four main objective phases to the Community Project:  investigating, planning, taking 

action and reflecting.  

The timeline for these phases is:

Term Project Phase
1. Canvas Modules 1-5:  Introduction / Investigating / Planning

2. Canvas Modules 6-10:  Planning / Taking Action

3. Canvas Modules 11-14:  Reflecting 

4. The Community Project Exhibition:  Presenting (15 September)

Each module is divided up into several lessons that guide students, incrementally, through the four objective phases.  The lessons 

include all of the content students will need to complete their process journal and present their service-based project.  Students may 

choose to work at pace, review lesson content or work ahead as needed.  This fits both the cyclic and interactive nature of the inquiry 

cycle.



7

Community Project Support

The Community Project is being led this year by Mr Gordon Arndt and Mrs Rachel Piddington.  

Mrs Rachel Piddington 
MYP Coordinator 

Mr Gordon Arndt 
Project Leader

Students will be using the online learning platform CANVAS to help self-direct their learning and complete their projects.  Support will 

be available in the TAS HUB each week from Monday – Thursday:  3:30 – 5:00pm.  During this time, students will be able to meet both 

individually and in groups with Mr. Arndt and Mrs. Piddingtion to ask questions and receive formative feedback on their projects. 
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