THE ARMIDALE
SCHOOL
International Baccalaureate (IB)
Primary Years Programme
TAS Junior School is an authorised IB World School
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Mr Ian Lloyd
Head of Junior School

International Baccalureate Mission Statement
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring
young people who help create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural
understanding and respect.

TAS Junior School Mission Statement
The TAS Co-educational Junior School strives to encourage all students to become
responsible global citizens, resilient, independent and life-long learners.
Based upon a strong Christian ethos, we aim to inspire all students to succeed by making
informed decisions that promote their academic, spiritual, social, emotional and physical
growth.
Mrs Veronica Waters
PYP Coordinator

TAS Junior School is proud to be an IB World School
offering the Primary Years Programme.(PYP)
We share a belief that learning is most successful
when it is engaging, relevant, challenging and
significant. We aim to encourage our students
to develop a deep and holistic intercultural
understanding.
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What is the IB Primary Years Programme
(PYP)?

What is so special about the IB Primary
Years Programme?

The Primary Years Programme (PYP) is a curriculum
framework for young learners aged 3-12 designed by
the International Baccalaureate (IB). It is founded on a
philosophy that recognises a child’s natural curiosity,
creativity and ability to reflect. The PYP generates a
stimulating, challenging learning environment to nurture
and foster a love of learning in every child. The PYP is
transdisciplinary. Students learning occurs across subject
areas while investigating big ideas.

•
•

Transdisciplinary Learning

•

Units of inquiry interweave subject areas such as
Mathematics, English, Creative Arts, Science and Technology,
Geography and History. The transdisciplinary approach
encourages students to make their own connections
between what they learn in core subject areas and how this
relates to the world around them.

Four Essential Elements of the PYP
Knowledge
The knowledge content is organised under the six transdisciplinary themes.
Approaches to Learning
A set of skills, which aim to assist students become
increasingly independent and self-motivated.
Action
Action is the core of student agency. Students are
encouraged to take action in response to their inquiries
Concepts
There are 7 key concepts which facilitate planning for a
conceptual approach to transdisciplinary learning.

•

•
•

Learner Profile
The International Baccalaureate learner profile describes a
broad range of human capacities and responsibilities that
go beyond academic success.

INQUIRERS
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and
research. We know how to learn independently and with
others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of
learning throughout life.

KNOWLEDGEABLE
We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring
knowledge across a range of disciplines. We engage with
issues and ideas that have local and global significance.

THINKERS
We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and
take responsible action on complex problems. We exercise
initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.
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In the PYP, TAS Junior School students will learn about
significant key concepts through units of inquiry (UOI).
There are six transdisciplinary themes which can be covered
over a year which are:
Who we are
Where we are in place and time
How we express ourselves
How the world works
How we organise ourselves
Sharing the planet

•

The IB programmes are internationally bench marked
The IB PYP focuses on the development of the 		
whole child, and provides a framework that can meet a
child’s academic, social, physical, emotional and cultural
needs
Students take ownership of their learning and 		
develop skills and attitudes to help prepare them for life
long learning
The IB PYP is designed to meet the different needs of
learners
The IB PYP has an international perspective which aligns
with our global focus and experiences that are offered
to our students
IB World Schools must undergo an exhaustive
evaluation, in order to maintain accreditation
IB teachers participate in a wide variety of professional
development opportunities to constantly update their
knowledge and share their expertise with colleagues
around the world.

PROFILE
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COMMUNICATORS

BALANCED

We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more
than one language and in many ways. We collaborate
effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other
individuals and groups.

We understand the importance of balancing different
aspects of our lives – intellectual, physical and emotional –
to achieve well-being for ourselves and others.
We recognise our interdependence with other people and
with the world in which we live.

PRINCIPLED
We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of
fairness and justice, and with respect for the dignity and
rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our
actions and their consequences.

OPEN-MINDED
We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal
histories, as well as the values and traditions of others. We
seek and evaluate a range of points of view and we are
willing to grow from the experience.

CARING
We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a
commitment to service and we act to make a positive
difference in the lives of others, and in the world around us.

RISK TAKERS

REFLECTIVE
We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas
and experience. We work to understand our strengths and
weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal
development.
The Learner Proﬁle provides a common language for
teachers, parents and students.

The Natural Connection Between IB and
Round Square
One of the early influencers of the IB mission and
philosophy was Dr Kurt Hahn, who founded Outward
Bound, the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme and, more
importantly, the Round Square association of schools which
now boasts 160 schools in 40 countries over 5 continents.

We approach uncertainty with forethought and
determination; we work independently and cooperatively
to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are
resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and
change.
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Kurt Hahn’s influence on the development of the IB was
founded in his belief that education should include physical
fitness, challenge and adventure, a sense of compassion
through service, and development of self-reliance and
self-discipline.
It was this broader belief in education that drove him to
establish the Round Square association of schools which
was formed in 1966, just two years before the IB.
TAS has been a proud member of Round Square since 1998
and we have embedded the Round Square IDEALS into the
life of every TAS student.
There are natural synergies between the IB mission and the
Round Square IDEALS and this reaffirms the TAS philosophy
that education focuses on the holistic development of
the child.

The Round Square IDEALS are:
Internationalism
			

where students learn to see
themselves as global citizens

Democracy		
freedom of thought and speech
			through appropriate channels
Environment
			

understanding the fine balance
between humans and the planet

Adventure
based around adventure
			
activities that foster a spirit of
			
adventure and allow students to
			
discover they are capable of
			
more than they might have
			realised
Leadership 		
			
			
			

students learn leadership is
about serving others and based
upon responsibility, kindness
and a sense of social justice

Service 		
			
			
			

students realise they 		
can make a positive and
sustainable difference to those
in need through service
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FREQUENTLY ASKED

QUESTIONS
Will my child be learning different curriculum content
in the classroom?
We are teaching the NSW Syllabus for the Australian
Curriculum as mandated by the NSW Education
Standards Authority (NESA). The IB PYP provides an
excellent framework within which the Australian
curriculum is taught.
What are the key learning areas identified within the IB
Primary Years Programme?
•
Language – (English, French, Japanese)
•
Social Studies – (Geography, History)
•
Mathematics
•
Science – (Science and Technology)
•
Arts – (Creative and Visual Arts, Music)
•
Personal, social and physical education
•
Christian Development
Does the IB Primary Years Programme suit all learners?
The IB PYP places the learner at the centre and all learners’
needs are paramount. The IB insists that schools offering
their programmes demonstrate support for students
with particular learning needs. This support is offered by
classroom teachers, specialist staff, parental assistance
and external agencies when required.

Is there a need for staff to attend professional
development relates to the IB Primary Years
Programme?
All Junior School classroom and specialist teachers
complete targetted IB in-service and other professional
development as part of the ongoing requirements of
the programme, constantly updating and sharing their
skills and practices with colleagues both nationally and
internationally.
Will there be additional fees associated with the IB
Primary Years Programme?
There will be no separate charge for the IB Primary Years
Programme to parents.
Is a language compulsory with the IB PYP?
Teaching a language other than mother-tongue is
mandatory. Our students are taught French from
Transition to Year 5 with the addition of Japanese from
Year 4.
How many IB schools are there globally?
The IB works with 3,607 schools in 145 countries.
The Primary Years Programme (PYP) for students aged 3
to 12 started in 1997 and is now offered by 1,051 IB World
Schools.
How many IB schools offer the IB PYP in Australia?
There are 87 schools in Australia offering the IB Primary
Years Programme across all sectors of education
including public, Catholic and other independent schools.
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CONTACT
US

Mr Ian Lloyd
Head of Junior School
The Armidale School
87 Douglas Street
Armidale NSW 2350
T 612 6776 5817
E illoyd@as.edu.au
www.as.edu.au

Mrs Veronica Waters
PYP Coordinator
The Armidale School
87 Douglas Street
Armidale NSW 2350
T 612 6776 5817
E vwaters@as.edu.au
www.as.edu.au

TAS Junior School
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