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While the school’s management of online learning was most visible
through the camera lens of the software program Zoom, via the
tri-weekly newsletter TAS Times or on social media, there was much
that went on behind the scenes. From mid-March, the School’s Critical
Incident Management Team, comprising Deputy Head of School Seonia
Wark, Business Manager Pat Bradley, Director of Development Cressida
Mort and Risk & Compliance Officer Susannah Warrick met at least once
a day to monitor the latest from government, health and education
authorities and planned the School’s response from least to worst-case
scenarios. From the outset, Medical Centre staff were involved with
preparation and throughout the term had to deal with many more
students than usual due to requirements for students with cold and flu
symptoms to isolate.
Teaching staff quickly responded to the challenge of giving lessons
online, upskilling in technology and getting creative with how
curriculum content could be most engagingly delivered.
Duties for the School’s housekeeping staff were ramped up with deeper
and more frequent cleaning to minimise the risk of infection. Around
100 litres/packs of hand sanitiser and many boxes of PPE gear were
distributed across the school, particularly after the return of Year 12,
Junior School and Year 6, in the third week of Term 2.
Staff working in boarding had additional responsibilities with changes
to the usual arrangements – initially with the return of Year 12 boarders
and then with the return of the whole residential community, after the
June long weekend and the increased vigilance of student health and
wellbeing.
Whilst the return of Years 7-11 brought with it some sense of a return to
normality, reinforcement of good hygiene practices, physical distancing,
restricting visitors on campus and keeping students from interacting
between year groups as much as possible reflected an ongoing
commitment to upholding the safety of students and staff. In the final
week of term a whole-school COVID-19 drill took place, reminding
everyone of what needs to happen in the unlikely event there is
someone suspected or confirmed of having coronavirus at TAS. The
valuable exercise raised some areas for further focus, and a similar test
drill will be held early in Term 3.

An update on the search for our next
Head of School
The recruitment of a new dynamic Head of School to lead TAS into
the next era is well underway. Earlier this year the School Board
appointed executive search firm Odgers Berndtson to manage the
recruitment process, in conjunction with a Board Search Committee
that includes two external members. With COVID-19 forcing a
delay to the start of active recruitment for some months, national
advertising and direct engagement with potential candidates has
resulted in inquiry from across Australia and overseas. Following
the close of applications on 6 July a shortlist of suitable prospects is
being prepared ahead of further discussion and interviews.
“The appointment of the next Head of School is an essential step for
the future of TAS and that person must be someone who can lead the
community with vision and purpose,” Chairman Mr Sebastian Hempel
said. “We have been impressed with the calibre of applicants and look
forward to meeting with a number of them as the process continues.”
It is hoped that the successful candidate will be selected in the
coming months and able to take up the position during 2021.

FROM THE

head of school
As a teacher of Modern History, I have often referred to a text entitled
‘Challenge, Change and Continuity’ and to my mind, that is an accurate
description of the issues that our staff, students and parents were
confronted with during Term 2. Indeed, we could write our own
textbook on The Armidale School and COVID-19. The extraordinary
shift in landscape has impacted all of us and drawn on the reserves of
energy, adaptability and resilience that have proven to be most testing.
Having ended Term 1 a week early in order for staff to prepare lessons
for our online learning platform, the school monitored all of the
information from the Department of Health, the AIS, Australian Health,
Principal Protection Committee and maintained contact with other
Heads of Boarding Schools. All measures with regard to hygiene, social
distancing and maintaining student wellbeing were integral to a very
detailed planning process. Time was also spent on adapting our daily
routines, changing timetables and preparing the resource packs that
were sent out to families.
The first two weeks of this term consisted of online learning for all year
groups and our protocols were aligned with the government directive
to schools. In Week 3 we invited all Junior School classes plus Year 6
to return to the classroom for face to face teaching. This decision was
received with great delight by both parents and students, as evidenced
by the expressions of pure joy on the faces of those younger students
as they arrived back at school and saw their friends in the playground.
Our invitation for the Year 12 students to return was predicated on
announcements from NESA (NSW Education Standards Authority)
concerning the HSC this year. Once we received that information, we
invited our Year 12 boarders to return to school on Thursday 14 May and
upon their return all boarders were tested for COVID 19 and all returned
a negative result. Face to face teaching commenced for all Year 12
students on Monday 18 May.
During the June Long Weekend we conducted an HSC Study Camp for
Year 12 partly funded by a portion of the Federal Government drought
relief grant for Year 12 parents. There was a full return to school for
all of our students on Tuesday 9 June and face to face teaching and
sports training commenced for all year groups under the conditions of
published guidelines.

This return to a more normal school routine was welcomed by teachers,
parents and students.
Hours and hours of planning have taken place in order for all of the
above to have occurred in the manner that it has. All of our staff from
the Strategic Planning Group, School Executive team, teachers, the
Medical Centre, housekeeping and ground staff have worked tirelessly
in order for us to adhere to all of the protocols and processes imposed
and I cannot thank them enough.
In and around the many activities that were part of the online learning
process keeping students glued to their computers, there were some
delightful opportunities created for them by our staff, some of which
can be read about in this edition of Binghi. These range from the
entertaining and morale boosting staff 'Blinding Lights Challenge’,
initiated by Tim Hughes; Jim Pennington’s 1,000km Challenge; David
Slade’s remote work with his F1 in Schools elective class; online cocurricular clubs including the highly popular weekly cooking class with
Rachael Edmonds and sports coaching sessions designed for each
sport. Fortunately, we were also able to commit to continuing honoured
traditions such as participation in the Dangarsleigh Anzac Service
and filming our own scaled down version. With the wellbeing of our
students in mind, given their isolation and dealing with circumstances
beyond their control, our Director of Pastoral Care AJ Whalley organised
online programs from batyr and featured in his own batyr webinar.
During the term, a new tri-weekly newsletter TAS Times, rich in video
content, was produced to keep students and families connected to
each other and the School.
Every effort has been made to keep parents informed through letters
and messages detailing our decisions about our planning, what we
intended for our students and what we proposed for all of our students
on return to school and hopefully this level of information gave our
parent body the confidence to accept the fact that we were thinking
ahead and planning for any contingencies that may occur. I think we
emerged at the end of term in a pretty good place and hopefully none
of us have to endure similar circumstances again.
Alan Jones
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wellbeing
Mental health in a time of COVID –
acknowledging the TAS experience
The challenges and positives in how the TAS community
engaged with each other under COVID-19 were highlighted by
Director of Pastoral Care Mr AJ Whalley in a webinar ’Navigating
Student Mental Health’ hosted online by social agency
batyr in mid-June. Mr Whalley was one of only two school
representatives in NSW invited to be part of the panel discussion.
The inclusion of TAS acknowledges a suite of initiatives put in
place during isolation to help connect students with each other
and staff.
Academically, this included ramping up professional
development in the online learning platform Canvas (which
was already being used) and the teleconferencing program
Zoom; also, adjusting the daily academic timetable to reduce
class time and increased breaks between lessons. The School’s
co-curricular offering also moved online, with regular weekly
engagement by students across year groups in activities such
as debating, cooking and gardening. Student wellbeing was
at the forefront of tri-weekly Advisor periods used to ‘check in’
with students and were used to deliver batyr’s online mental
health workshops. Physical and mental health was promoted
through the1000km Challenge and participation in the Push
Up Challenge which raised funding for Headspace Armidale,
as well as training programs for students to follow at home. All
of this was communicated with families in the tri-weekly video
newsletter, TAS Times.

TAS Staff

DANCE IN A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO STUDENTS

It was been an international online phenomenon - and staff at TAS used
the Blinding Lights Dance Challenge to send a very special message to
students at the start of term.
The short dance routine, choreographed to the opening bars of the hit
song ‘Blinding Lights’ by Canadian singer The Weeknd has been hugely
popular online and recreated across social media.
In the TAS video which was filmed over three weeks, 78 members of
the School’s teaching, admin, IT, boarding, housekeeping, grounds,
maintenance and medical staff perform the dance either in groups
or as individuals, often stamping it with a faculty theme. Props
include everything from welding helmets to wigs, sports gear to a fire
extinguisher and even Junior School’s ‘TAS Bear’ makes an appearance.
The idea was about finding a way to give students a positive message
in the early stages of isolation that staff were thinking of them and
letting them know that everyone was looking forward to the time when
students were back on campus. For many who took part it was literally
a step or several out of their comfort zone which in itself was a good
thing to model to students, who got to see staff in a different light.
Apart from the goal of giving the students a laugh and providing a bit of
a morale boost all round it showcased the collegiality and creativity of
the staff involved.

The video, which has been viewed more than 5200 times, can be found
on YouTube at https://tinyurl.com/y8mak9z9

Mr Adam (AJ) Whally, DIrector of Pastoral Care

Wellbeing
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Not unprecedented:
TAS, COVID-19 and the Spanish Flu
“What with the influenza and the consequent quarantine of the
whole School, which prevented us from playing any town teams, last
term was not a very successful one for cricket.”
So wrote the reporter of Cricket Notes in The Armidalian of June 1919
reflecting on just one effect of the so-called Spanish Influenza, the
deadliest pandemic of the 20th century. It infected an estimated 500
million people or one third of the world’s population and resulted in
around 50 million deaths, including 15,000 in Australia.

By the June edition, things had still not returned to normal, with a
quarter of the school’s roll of 80 boys, still absent: “Again this term,
owing to the 'flu, we have not got all our boys back, but we have a
larger number than we had last term. At present we have 63 boys
including one new boy; Let us hope that next term we will have a full
school,” wrote one student.
Forster’s frustration was shared by his successor Rev HK Archdall,
who in his first report after taking over duties at Easter, said “it has
seriously affected the school both financially and intellectually”. He
was critical of the Directors for sending out a telegram in February
1919 telling parents that the Board would not hold itself responsible
for the health of the boys should any further outbreak occur; and that
at least one Director had taken it upon himself to tell parents to take
their boys away on account of the influenza.

Just as medical experts and social historians alike seek to compare
and contrast the Spanish Flu with the coronavirus (COVID-19) that has
ravaged the world in the past seven months, how did TAS cope with
the great pandemic of 1918/19?

Archdall lifted the quarantine on day boys who were then allowed
to attend school, on condition that their parents "undertake not to
permit them to wander unnecessarily in town".

In the closing months of 1918 quarantine measures helped slow the
spread of the virus throughout NSW including in Armidale and at TAS,
which deliberately started the first term of 1919, two weeks later than
usual but up to five weeks sooner than other schools.

The flu was not the only concern; a looming drought would end
up being the worst since 1903. However the resilience, optimism
and gratitude of the student body was evident, as reflected by one
correspondent:

As reported in School Notes The Armidalian of April 1919:

“Out of the frying-pan into the fire! Out of influenza into the drought!
Still we want everyone to know how cheerful we are. The year 1919
has been a record for which we all have cause for thankfulness.
Despite the influenza, which raged in N.S. Wales for so long, there was
no single, case of sickness at the School, either from influenza or from
any other source during the year, and the School was never (forced
to) closed. We do not know whether there are many, schools in the
State with such a record.”

“The boys from Sydney and Newcastle were very surprised when, on
arriving at Armidale on Thursday, 13th February, they were taken,
to quarantine for four days, at the school hospital. We were also
surprised about the stoppage of Saturday morning town-leave, but
we agree that it is necessary to take such precautions against the
‘influenza epidemic’.”
The Headmaster Canon John Forster wrote that “Owing to borderrestrictions almost none of the Queensland boys returned, and even
among the N.S. Wales boys there were some whose parents would
not risk the railway journey for them. This left us about 30 boys short
of our expected complement” - or more than a third of the total
enrolment.

Such positive spirit was rewarded soon enough, with enrolments
rising to 112 (94 boarders and 18 day boys) by the end of 1920.

The original School Hospital (later known as the Sergeant’s Cottage) and to
the left, the new isolation hospital (and current Medical Centre) built in 1916

Women wearing masks in Brisbane, 1919. Below: Wallangarra quarantine
camp (Photos National Library of Australia)
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F1 enthusiasts take to the track
It was a race to the finish of the semester for the Year 9/10 'F1 in Schools'
technology elective – but even coronavirus wasn’t going to get in the
way of a class of budding young Lewis Hamiltons and Sebastian Vettels
from building and testing their creations in what was the first class of its
kind for TAS.
F1 in Schools is an international STEM competition for students in which
groups of students have to design and manufacture a miniature car out
of the official F1 Model Block using CAD/CAM (Computer Aided Design/
Computer Aided Manufacture) tools. They then race for the fastest time,
being powered by cartridges of carbon dioxide and attached to a track
by a nylon wire.
The semester-long unit started with the class learning the fundamentals
of racing car design, including experiments on air pressure, surface friction,
Ethan Bellman, Ben Poolman, Louis Ross, Tom Sheedy and Peter Evans
velocity and rolling resistance, factoring in different surface conditions.
after sending Peter's car down the track

Whilst at home, students used the CAD software Autodesk Fusion 360
to design their model F1 car bodies according to certain specifications.
They then utilised the software’s cloud-based file sharing capability
to work with their teacher Mr Slade remotely. Once the designs were
finalised CAM software was utilised to build the model cars out of
balsa wood at TAS, using a CNC (computer numerical control) milling
machine.

By the time the students returned after the June long weekend, their
cars were ready for testing on the 25m F1 in Schools race track installed
down the long corridor of the spacious Trades Training Centre.
The cars hit the track in the last week of term with some impressive
results – Peter Evans’ model racing down the track in just 1.214 seconds,
and Will Swain clocking the fastest reaction time of 0.163 seconds –
even beating Mr Slade’s personal best of 0.184.

Warming up for winter
For centuries steel and other metals have been the backbone of our developed
world and for decades now TAS students have been learning the important
properties of metals and techniques for fabricating with steel. Over the years
hundreds of TAS students have made their own outdoor recreational braziers,
with Netty Whysall (Year 9) and brothers Daniel (Year 9) and Lachlan Morgan (Year
10) proudly showing theirs just finished, despite being away from campus for
most of this term. In the Make it Metal Stage 5 elective (one of 30 semester-long
courses Year 9-10 students can choose from), students acquire useful practical
skills in cutting, bending, and welding steel sections and utilise the Computer
Aided Design and manufacturing abilities of the faculty Plasma-cam to complete
their projects.

Nina’s Lego tower of power
Congratulations to Nina Taylor who won the Year 7-8 division of the
UNE Lego STEAM Construction Challenge, a competition designed
to boost skills in the area of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts
and Maths. Entries in the competition, a collaboration between UNE
Discovery, Modern Teaching Aids and Armidale City Public School,
had to show a focus on either micro-organisms, biodiversity, bridges
(of greater than 15cm span) or towers (80cm to support a tennis ball
or 120cm to support a ping pong ball). Nina said she used every Lego
piece she could find at home, including wheelbarrows, a cement
mixer, wheels, machine and truck parts and other random pieces.
“I named it ‘Busy Life’ because I thought it was appropriate while
everyone is slowly getting back into their normal routine after the
COVID-19 lockdown. All the different pieces in the tower represent a
different hobby or job and the LEGO figures represent all the people
going back to work.” As part of her prize Nina won a new Lego set
and store vouchers valued at $50.

Academic
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OAs share tips at HSC Study Camp
As part of its academic support program, the School ran an HSC Study Camp during the June long weekend. A
good number of Year 12 students took up the opportunity to learn some study and exam techniques from seven
Old Armidalian HSC high achievers (pictured from left to right) Chloe Lawson (‘19, now studying a Bachelor
of Biomedical Science at Bond University); Henry Hughes ('18, Bachelor of Project Management, University of
Sydney); Henry O'Neil ('19, Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering / Bachelor of Commerce (Finance), University
of Sydney); Will Forsyth ('19, Bachelor of Commerce, University of Sydney); Saxon Hughes ('17, Bachelor of
Arts/ Bachelor of Advance Studies (International and Global Studies, University of Sydney); Liam Smith ('19,
to commence a Bachelor of Commerce/Bachelor of Media, UNSW in 2021) and Harry Mason ('19, Bachelor of
Commerce, University of Sydney). Covering 16 subjects, the students enjoyed one-to-one sessions looking at
curriculum content, past exam papers and discussing techniques in answering questions. They also had the
opportunity to find out more about life after school, including gap years, university and college life and career
paths. For students of Drama, Visual Arts and Music, the weekend was also a chance to focus on major works,
helping to overcome some of the challenges presented by online learning.

COVID inspires
Drama class creativity
Learning remotely due to COVID-19 has had its downsides, but for the
Year 12 Drama class it provided the opportunity for creativity to flourish.
“Normally we would have had to stage group performances of three to
six students, but due to coronavirus NESA (NSW Education Standards
Authority) lifted that and gave us the freedom to do whatever we
wanted,” said class member Colby Hanes. “In a Zoom meeting last term
Mr O’Connell gave us the inspiration for a cool video and we all filmed
our own ‘scenes’ on our phones at home and then everyone sent them
to me to compile and edit – it took some time but I learnt so much and
really enjoyed it,” he said.
The result was ‘The Fight’, a simulated combat between each of the
students, using clever editing techniques. A second film, ‘The Zoom Call’,
makes the video-conferencing platform itself the subject of a humorous
look at how a teacher attempts to control his class in the online world.
“Throughout the whole isolation we learnt and developed filmic techniques that will help with a career, possibly in TV and film,” Colby said.
The clips were shared with the school community, most of whom would
not otherwise have the chance to see the students’ creativity.

In the film ‘Zoom Call’ student Lucas Cotterill ‘fills’ the water glass of
classmate Will Braham, ‘watched on’ by teacher Mr O’Connell, Jai Farrell,
Rick Nutt and Colby Hanes
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Young cellist selected into Australian Chamber Orchestra Academy
Isolation has not stopped a Year 8 cellist from being one of only a handful nationally to
be selected into a prestigious music academy.
Abigail Thompson has been accepted into the Australian Chamber Orchestra Academy
in July, and also the Academy’s Chamber component, in December.
It will be the second consecutive year Abigail has attended the Academy, being one of
only five secondary school cellists last year. When Abigail auditioned in March, there
was no indication how different this year’s Academy would be.
“Usually the Academy is all one week in July, but they split it into two parts due to
COVID. Sadly the July part will have to be held as a ‘virtual academy’ online. As part
of the virtual academy, I will have two private lessons with an ACO musician, and
'sectionals' and workshops on technique as well as playing in the ensemble online,”
she said.
“The Chamber component will be held a weekend in December in Sydney, hopefully
face to face.”
Abigail said she initially thought she would be unable to apply for the Academy this
year as she had already committed to a Gondwana choirs tour to New Zealand which
was to take place at the same time as the Academy. However just as the video auditions
for the Academy had closed the Gondwana tour was cancelled. The ACO then decided
to extend the deadline, giving Abigail just enough time to put together
an audition video.

Abigail Thompson has been selected into two Australian
Chamber Orchestra programs this year

Eisteddfod success in lockdown
TAS students dominated entries and placings in the Armidale Eisteddfod
Composition section, the only competition to take place in this year’s
Eisteddfod which was otherwise cancelled because of a coronavirus
ban on live performances. Unlike other sections the Composition
competition allowed students to submit recordings of their entries to
be judged online. In the last week of term, following the return of all
students, the section’s coordinator Mrs Deidre Rickards OAM (a former
TAS Director of Music) visited TAS to present the awards to the students
who achieved either first, second, third or highly commended in their
year categories. Mrs Rickards is pictured with (back row, left-right)
Cassidy Williams, Aiden Swick, Archie McDonald, Hattie Oates, Hannah
Neilson, Rick Nutt, Maxwell Guppy, (front) Ruby Straker, Zac Clarke,
Clare Wilkinson, Emily Buntine and Abigail Thompson, with teachers Ms
Arlene Fletcher and Ms Leanne Roobol. (Absent was Alexander Gibson)

Introducing TAS Soundcloud
TAS now has a channel on the music sharing media site, Soundcloud. The channel has been set up to showcase a diverse example of quality
musical items from TAS students from Junior, Middle and Senior School. This content will be able to be freely viewed and shared by people
without the need for a Soundcloud account.
https://soundcloud.com/tas-armidale

Co-Curricular
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Hockey talent
recognised by CIS
Miller Harwood (Year 7 below) was
awarded a Combined Independent
Schools’ (CIS) Primary Medallion of Merit
for outstanding achievement in hockey
during 2019. Miller became a national
gold medallist as a member of the NSW All
Schools U12 hockey team (having been
selected from the CIS team at the PSSA
championships) which competed at the
School Sports Australia Championships
(the national titles for U12s) in Bendigo last
August. NSW topped the table after four
wins, a draw and a loss.

Mountain bikers strike gold
Two young riders were presented with gold medallions this term, recognising outstanding
achievements at a national level as well as outstanding attitude, sportsmanship, attendance and
ability in the 2019/20 season.
At just 12 years of age, Ted Chick (Year 6) came second in the U13 men’s National Cross Country
Championships, was placed fifth in the U13s men’s National Cross Country Short Course
Championships and made the dais in third place in the U15s New England Mountain Bike
Summer Series (even though he was under 13).
Meanwhile Toby Inglis finished fifth in the U15 men’s National Cross Country Championships and
also competed in the National Cross Country Short Course Championship, but crashed. Toby took
out the U15 men’s New England Mountain Bikers Summer Series.
Equivalent to gold colours (Years 11-12), a gold medallion is the highest co-curricular award
presented to students in Year 10 and below.

Ted Chick pictured with Head of Middle School,
Mark Harrison

Toby Inglis

Student clubs thrived online
Crocheting to Dungeons & Dragons; cooking and debating to gardening and
filmmaking; art and music to computer coding – there was no shortage of
co-curricular opportunities for students to engage in online. While conscious
of the time that students were spending in front of their computers, the
online clubs and life skills programs were designed to help them further their
passions or learn new skills, at the same time connecting them with other
students and staff in a non-academic setting. With many, particularly boarders,
physically distanced from their friends, it also had a role to play in their mental
wellbeing. It also brought families together in a connected activity - whether
this was building a vegie garden from scratch, or cooking various goodies
under the direction of online masterchef Rachel Edmonds - whose class on
pizza making engaged more than 90 students!
Archie Little was one of more than 90 students who learnt how to cook
pizza as part of the online co-curricular program
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Expansive debating
REVIVES INTER-HOUSE COMPETITION

After such a long break, inter-house competition resumed in the second
last week of term with the first round of debating. COVID-19 related
guidelines which restricted student gatherings to year-group assemblies
provided the perfect scaffolding for the competition, with the debates
held simultaneously in six different venues. There was plenty of
intellect, wit and passion on show. For the debaters it was a beneficial
opportunity to debate in front of large audiences, and for the students,
to support those in their year group and houses.

Middle School topics included ‘All museums should be free to the
public’, ‘The government should implement mandatory vaccines for
children attending public schools’ and ‘Regional education is better than
the cities’, whilst Senior School tackled ‘That populism has negatively
altered our value system’, ‘That drones are not ethical and effective’ and
‘That media should show the full horror of war’ amongst other topics.
All grand-finalists won both their preliminary debates, with Croft to take
on Abbott in the Senior School fixture and Broughton to meet Croft in
the Middle School grand final - both to be held early in Term 3.

Will Gilpin concentrates in a Middle School debate, with Ross House teammates Thomas Crowley, Sam Krishnan and Ali Nivison

Hudson McAllister takes to the stage for Green House

Co-Curricular

Binghi 189 – 10

Jack Nivison debates for Abbott House

news
ROUND SQUARE

Gordonstoun exchange continues
A link between TAS and Gordonstoun School in Scotland that has
been going for more than 50 years continued with Year 10 students
Emma Benham and Eugene Campbell experiencing a term-long
exchange earlier in the year. The pair were two of 12 students from
around the world to attend the Morayshire school on exchange in
Term 1.
“As an exchange group we went on multiple trips such as a boat trip
to Loch Ness, visiting Edinburgh, and a coastal beach walk where we
swam in the North Sea.

Some of my most fond memories of Gordonstoun were the nights
were immersed in Scottish culture, such as Burns Night complete
with haggis and Scottish Ceilidh (dancing), and attending the Round
Square House cabaret and dance,” said Emma.
For Eugene, highlights included playing three games for the
Gordonstoun First XV and playing touch football on Lossiemouth
Beach. “But the biggest thing is all the friends I have made and how
far they are spread – not just from the UK but also America, Spain,
Russia, Germany and South Africa. The trip was a life changing
experience because I got to do things I never would have done if I
had not gone on exchange and also got a much better understanding
of culture and day to day life in another country,” he said.

Above: Emma Benham and Eugene Campbell
Below: Eugene (right) and teammate from the Gordonstoun First XV
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The catafalque party of CUO Marcus Braham, CUO Jack Sewell and CDT Drummer Clancy Roberts (not in picture) with senior prefects Lily Neilson and
Jack Nivison laying wreaths.

ANZAC

TRADITION KEPT ALIVE

Even the Federal Government’s disbandment of the Austalian Cadet
Corps in 1975 did not stop TAS from commemorating its rich and proud
history of service to country on Anzac Day, and COVID-19 wasn’t going
to stop it either.
Keeping alive a tradition, TAS Ceremonial Guard members CUO Marcus
Braham, CUO Jack Sewell and CDT Drummer Clancy Roberts, provided
the catafalque party at the Dangarsleigh Anzac Day service which was
filmed (with police approval) the day before and broadcast online.
At dawn on Anzac Day itself, Junior School sisters Mila and Elsie Nexo
were just two who dressed in their school uniforms for a ‘driveway’
service to remember the fallen; elsewhere, at his home, Year 12 cadet
band member Rick Nutt donned his cadet camos, tuned his saxaphone
and played The Last Post and Rouse.
With Anzac Day falling during school holidays, the School Anzac
Service would have been held in the first week of term. Instead, with all
students at home, a group of Year 12 students led a condensed service
that included a ceremonial guard, reading the names of the 103 Old
Boys and staff killed in war and the lowering and raising of flags, which
was filmed and shared with the TAS community.

Push ups for local mental health
One, two, three… 754…9,528…11,244…41,028! Such was the
number of times the upper body muscles of 93 TAS participants got
a workout as part of the 2020 Push Up Challenge, held over three
weeks in Term 2. Twenty TAS teams signed up for the nation-wide
challenge, to raise funds and awareness of youth mental health.
The grounds staff team ‘The Maintenance Machines’ led the way

Leadership, Service, Adventure
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Mila and Elsie Nexo mark Anzac Day at home

in fundraising, pumping $865 from supporters, followed by the
Dream Team with $695. The push up prowess was most evident by
the Master Chef team, collectively responsible for 14,683 exercises!
Overall more than $2,500 was raised for Headspace Armidale. “It
was great for fitness, great for the TAS community and great for
Headspace Armidale,” said Mr Chris Cook, who coordinated the
initiative.

Rising to the (1000k) Challenge
On their bikes and on foot, at home and away,
36 students, three parents and six staff set
out at the start of term with a very particular
destination in their sights – 1000km.
Equating to 125km a week for eight weeks
straight, all under their own steam and
motivation, the challenge was all about giving
students (and staff ) a goal that got them away
from computers, into the outdoors and out of
their comfort zones, embracing the spirit of
adventure for which TAS is known.
Tracking their progress through the Strava
app, participants clocked up their kilometres
whether it be cycling, running or walking. First
to the line was Year 8 student Eryn Benham
who took just three weeks to complete the
distance, 472km of which was completed in
the third week. In coming weeks Eryn was
joined by plenty of other finishers, including
Year 6 student Archer Starr, the youngest solo
achiever.
Three father and sons also made the tonne –
Mr Chris Guppy and Maxwell; Mr Steve Sewell
and son Jack whilst Mr Bryn Griffiths got the
bragging rights over son Oliver by three days.
Several staff also rose to the challenge, with
Mrs Jo Benham, Mrs Genevieve Chick, Mr
Doug Fawcett, Mr Michael Keenan, Mr Jim
Pennington and Mrs Donella Tutt also each
chasing the 1000km mark.
“We always knew that TAS students are hard
core – our Leadership, Service and Adventure
program throughout the decades is testament
to that. But what many didn’t know –
including a lot of the participants – was just
how ‘hard’ and capable they really are,” said
Coordinator of Service and Challenge Mr Jim
Pennington, who initiated the challenge.

Eryn Benham, the first student to complete
the challenge.

Among those students who completed the solo 1000km Challenge Term 2 were (back row, l-r) Toby
Inglis, Benjamin Rowe, Oliver Griffiths, Fred Kearney, Louis Ross, Mr Jim Pennington, (second row)
Isabella Crawford, Charlotte Craig, Charlotte Brunyee, Emily Palfreyman, Tempe Macarthur-Onslow,
Emily Buntine, Karen Baker, Mac Orr, (front) Matilda Cullen, Charles Ross, James White, Andrew
Brennan, Alice Bourne. (Absent Katie Allen, Marcus Braham, Bronte Garcia, Isabella Gooch, Maxwell
Guppy, Tobia Hall, Miller Harwood, Jordyn Melville, Jack McCook, Bethan Palfreyman, Harrison Price,
Clancy Roberts, Jack Sewell, Riley Simmons, Archer Starr, Nina Taylor)

Adventurers pursue Gold
As soon as they were able, eight Year 12
students took to the road on their bikes for
four days in pursuit of gold – their gold Duke
of Edinburgh Award, that is. Held over the
June long weekend the group completed
the Adventurous Journey component of
the award. Whilst originally planned to be
a cycling and hiking expedition to towns
near Armidale, staying at various types of
accommodation as they went, COVID-19
restrictions meant they had to instead
undertake shorter ‘out and back’ trips,
returning to sleep in the TAS gym each
evening. Daily bike maintenance and riding
skills sessions were followed by hours in

the saddle, taking in Uralla, Gostwyck,
Invergowrie, Dumaresq Dam, the Armidale
Pine Forest and the summit of Mt Duval. Off
their bikes they navigated and mapped their
routes and organised and prepared meals.
Supported and occasionally accompanied by
a handful of staff, the group racked up just
under 300km.
“We were all put out of our comfort zones
at some point if not the whole time, which
is one of the main highlights of the Duke of
Edinburgh award. We got closer as a group
and learnt how to push each other as well as
ourselves to reach our full potential - it was
definitely challenging to say the least but I
would definitely recommend it to all younger
years,” Ellie de Gunst said.

Sam Jones, April Johnson, Ellie de Gunst, Megan Schmitt, Bronte Garcia, Katie Allen, Lily Neilson,
Clancy Roberts and Jack Sewell on their adventurous journey in pursuit of gold
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Year 4, full of energy
Year 4 were full of energy this term - literally
– exploring how energy comes from a source
that can be generated and transferred. Inspired
by the book ‘The boy who harnessed the wind’
(a true story by William Kamkwamba and Bryan
Mealer) they completed a SWOT analysis on
their self-selected source of energy, which
ranged from solar to geothermal energy. Their
inquiry looked at the sun and the sun’s energy
and other types of energy and their impact on
humans and the environment. Taking this to
another level, they then refined their social skills
as they collaborated to learn about electrical
circuits, which involved making a light switch, a
windmill and a simple circuit.

Challenge was a family
affair
Rather than being a distraction from getting
active outside, technology was used to its
advantage by Junior School students, families
and staff who undertook the eight-week Junior
School 1000k Challenge. Using the app Strava as
their aid and motivator, five Junior School teams
comprising more than 40 children and adults,
embarked on covering one thousand kilometres
on cycle or on foot, over the term.
Team Chick/Wright/Coupland took the overall honours, completing just north of 3000km. The
challenge galvanised students as young as six years old into action, with parents relishing the
opportunity to build intrinsic relationships with their children (and everyone’s fitness at the
same time).
“Despite many parents working from home and the financial pressures that some felt,
the chance to engage outside with their children was simply priceless,” said the School’s
coordinator of Challenge and Adventure Mr Jim Pennington who was behind the initiative.
“At times we are amazed at what our children achieve but we really shouldn’t be. For who
really knows what the ceiling of any child is? Their abilities are unknown, and what we have
seen over the past weeks of walking, running and riding, when you can engage alongside
your child, there are no limits.”
Above: Year 2 student Daniel Bayne was one of many Junior School students who couldn’t wait to
get on their bikes and clock up the kilometres for the 1000k Challenge

Junior School enhance their Environmental Awareness
While the winter holidays may have been a quiet and relaxing one for most, with the generous
support from the TAS P&F and concepts that stemmed from our International Baccalaureate
roots, the Junior School Transition and Kindergarten lunch area has been transformed to reinforce
a commitment for improved understanding by students of sustainability and environmental
awareness. Fruit trees such as cherries and lemons have been planted; soil replaced in garden
beds and new seating built around a large Plane tree in the centre of the space which has been
underplanted with veggies. Head of Junior School, Ian Lloyd extended his thanks to the P&F, and
especially to Ms Sally Greenaway (and her partner Matt) and our own wonderful ground staff, for
their time and effort in establishing what will become a focus for growing fruit and vegetables
and recycling students' food and scraps in a composter and worm farm. "What a wonderful
addition to the Junior School playground it will be", he said.

Minnie Chick’s completed circuit generated
power for a windmill

Junior School

Binghi 189– 14

Reading together across the country

Kindergarten student Umraj Nirmaan, Anna
Trevaskis and their class coloured in a poster
from ‘Whitney and Britney: Chicken Divas’

Junior School students participated in National Simultaneous Storytime on 27 May reading
'Whitney and Britney: Chicken Divas' with their class. NSS is held annually by the Australian
Library and Information Association (ALIA). Now in its 20th successful year it aims to promote
the value of reading and literacy. As well as joining in the reading, the boys and girls created
colourful posters provided by ALIA for the event. Junior School is grateful to Hub Manager
Mr Gordon Arndt for his organisation of a successful NSS.

Junior School hosts holiday fun
The TAS Out of School Hours Care program continues to go from
strength to strength with around 20 students every day of the Term
2 winter holidays reflecting its popularity. Vacation Care Coordinator,
Ms Jacinta Coates, along with her staff provided a wonderfully varied
number of activities to help entertain the troops, ranging from
local excursions and visits from various community providers and
services, to on-site activities including mural painting, lego building
competitions, cooking and pyjama parties, all guaranteed to bring a
smile to the faces of those involved…including the adults.

Mrs Fawcett’s Year 2 class were full of attention for National Simultaneous
Storytime

Heidi Secker, Oliver Maxwell and Rory Secker had fun with building blocks
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A gentle appeal from
the Foundation
Drought, bushfires and the effect of
coronavirus on business have combined to
create extraordinary challenges and hardship
for so many in our community. With this in
mind, the Board of the TAS Foundation decided
not to send a donation request to members of
the TAS community - but nevertheless would
welcome a tax-deductible gift to the School
from those who are able to do so.
In particular, four appeals are worthy of
consideration; all of which will provide TAS and
its students, with vital support.
Donations can be made online at www.as.edu.
au/community/foundation/annualgiving/
Mr John Grant
President
TAS Foundation

Murray Guest Scholarship

Scholarship Fund

During his 21 years as Headmaster at TAS,
Murray Guest had an indelible impact on
thousands of students and hundreds of staff,
educating, supporting and inspiring them to
be the best they can be.
His influence on generations of boys and girls
will be life-long and under his visionary and
innovative stewardship, The Armidale School
has grown and flourished to become one of
the leading co-educational boarding schools in
the country.
In his memory, the TAS Foundation has
launched the Murray Guest Scholarship which
will be available to assist a worthy student
attend TAS, who otherwise would not be able
to do so.

Scholarships and means-tested fees assistance
help around 80 families each year provide
their son or daughter with a TAS education.
The impact of the worst drought on record
in the region has resulted in more and more
families being in need of short-term financial
assistance. This fund is a vital component of the
Foundation’s ability to support our community.

Building Fund
The Building Fund helps us develop
and maintain the beautiful TAS campus
environment including the heritage buildings
and magnificent gardens.

Isolated no more: TAS takes off
with virtual campus tour
COVID restrictions or the tyranny of distance are now no hurdle to
seeing the facilities at TAS first hand, with new technology allowing a
fully immersive visit to the School without having to leave home. The
new virtual tour gives people the opportunity to look inside classrooms,
boarding houses, creative arts facilities and sporting venues from the
comfort of anywhere they have internet reception.

Indigenous Student
Support Fund
This vitally important fund provides our
Indigenous students with access to the full
breadth of co-curricular opportunities available
at TAS. Application for assistance from the ISSF
is made by the families and assessed by an
independent panel to ensure each application
meets with the objectives of the fund.

“Even some of our current families have commented that they had
never before seen some parts of the school such as the wonderful
high-tech and automotive facilities at the Trades Training Centre or
the underground film and recording studio in the Hoskins Centre,”
Enrolments Registrar Mrs Jo Neilson said.
The virtual tour is designed to entice and complement in person campus
visits which are able to resume following the lifting of some COVID
restrictions.

Developed by company YouTour, the fly-through uses a mixture of
drone, video and 360 degree imaging to take the viewer on five different
tours - through the main campus including the historic Sulman building
and environs; Junior School; Performing Arts including the Hoskins
Centre; Boarding and Co-curricular sport. Each tour is broken down into
‘fly-through’ sections of between 20 and 60 seconds in duration, each
section ending at a key location which can then be explored further via
a 360 degree image. A navigation menu allows the viewer to skip to, or
re-view, an area of specific interest.
Viewers can take the tour themselves or they can request to be
accompanied on a guided virtual tour by a member of the School’s
enrolments team. Whilst the tour will be particularly useful for families
who live away from Armidale, it will also be of great interest to those
living locally who may have only been on campus to go to community
shared facilities such as the Hoskins Centre, Gym or Swim Centre.

Foundation
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Jo Neilson and Emily Griffiths from the TAS Enrolments Office prepare to
accompany a family on a virtual tour of the School’s facilities

TAS bell chimes at Sydney University
Anzac tribute
Of the many war memorials to Old Armidalians who gave their lives in
the Great War, one of the most magnificent is a large cast bell partly
funded by the then TAS Old Boys' Union, housed in the gothic clock
tower at the University of Sydney. This year at dawn on ANZAC Day the
university’s War Memorial Carillon which includes the OBU bell, rang
out in a concert called ‘Bells of Remembrance’. The concert, comprising
Anzac-themed music including that used for the School Hymn, was
played by carillonist Amy Johansen and live-streamed on YouTube.
On Anzac Day 1928 the university’s War Memorial Carillon (which
then comprised 49 fixed bells) was dedicated to commemorate the
university’s 197 undergraduates, graduates and staff who died in the
First World War. In fact ‘The Armidale School Forty Six Old Boys’ is the
lead inscription on a large bronze tablet located in an archway under
the clock tower entrance to the university’s main quadrangle. Weighing
4250kg, the bell is number 20, one of the largest sized bells of the
original set made by Taylor bell-foundry of Loughborough, England and
inscribed with the words DEO GRATIAS QUI DEDIT NOBIS VICTORIAM
(1 Corinthians 15:57; ‘But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.’)

Carillon bells making their way from the docks to the University in 1928.
Photo courtesy of University of Sydney Archives G3_224_0065_4

It was originally pledged by a Mr and Mrs G E Hall but funds from the
now defunct Camden College and the ‘The Armidale School (Forty Six
Old Boys) combined to fund the bell. The 46 TAS Old Boys and staff
included Sydney University students AEH Cooper and HWR Rawson
whose names appear on the Roll of Honour on the opposite side of the
archway. Of the 273 TAS Old Boys who served, 33 were students of the
university.

'The Armidale School Forty Six Old Boys' is the first inscription on the
University of Sydney War Memorial Carillon plaque.

The procession of bells making their way from the docks to the university, here pictured passing through Railway Square. The heaviest bells including the
OBU bell weighed more than 4 tonnes. Photo courtesy University of Sydney Archives G3_224_0065_5
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Congratulations to Cameron Amos (05-07) and Tilly Leahy who opted
for a simple stress-free wedding, eloping in Las Vegas on 4 January! The
couple are currently living in Mudgee where Cameron is working as a
town planner and in his spare time mixes dance tracks as Daddy Dollar$.

Congratulations

After spending the last nine years in Sydney, Peter Lynn (05-10) and
Kate Bywaters were fortunate to choose 29 February to get married at
Peter’s family’s Glen Innes farm – managing to have their honeymoon
before the impact of COVID. “When we returned from our honeymoon,
restrictions meant that we were forced to put our bar Tandem (in
Newtown Sydney) in hibernation, and we chose to ride out the wave
in Glen. While up here, Kate fell in love with Glen Innes and we started
making plans on how we could stay while still managing the bar in
Sydney when restrictions lifted,” Peter says. During this time, a local cafe
closed down and the couple jumped at the opportunity to start their
next hospitality venture. “We are currently getting ‘The Local Glen Innes’,
a locally minded cafe, up and running and is slated for an early August
open. We plan on launching our restaurant/bar side of things hopefully
by December.” All the best for it.

Condolences
The 1963 leavers were saddened to learn of the death of two of their
contingent early this year. After leaving TAS Ian Thibault (58-63) worked
in the family’s hardware store in Tamworth before setting up a pool
cleaning company in the Sunshine Coast. He loved his time at TAS and
welcomed fellow Old Boys, gaining a reputation as a a generous host.
He died on 12 February, at a nursing home at Calamvale, Qld.
Roger Stewart (58-63) died six weeks later on 20 March. On leaving
TAS he returned to the family property ‘Milroy’ North Star where, among
other ventures, he continued his father’s poll merino stud and exhibited
these in Sydney and Brisbane along with award winning Simmental
cattle. A foundation member of the Goondiwindi Emus Rugby Club, he
was the first player to reach 100 games and played 213 games in all, over
12 years and was made a life member of the club. He remained active
in the local community, including involvement in the Australian Grain
Harvesters’ Association.

Meanwhile after a few years roaming around working as a builder
another New Englander, Tom Mulligan (01-06) and his fiancée, Exercise
Physiologist Ellen Adams have also made Glen Innes home – close
enough to travel daily to Tom’s family property at Ben Lomond and
where Ellen has established a consulting room and gymnasium. Their
May wedding has been postponed to the end of the year – another lifechanging impact of coronavirus!

Old Armidalians across generations were saddened at the death
on 8 April 2020 of long-time school supporter Barbara (Barbie)
McConville. Barbie threw herself into the life of TAS right from the
time her late husband Ken took up a teaching appointment at the
school in 1971, most particularly as ‘housemother’ to the boys of White
House and rugby sideline supporter. Following Ken’s death on a cadets
exercise in March 1985, Barbie continued as a valuable member of the
administration staff until her retirement in 2002. During her 31 years
of devoted service to TAS she was also a great contributor to theatrical
productions, as a costume sewer, make-up artist and on the stage, as
one of the elegant, statuesque glamorous ‘grand dames’ in Music Halls
across the decades. Our sincere sympathies to her children David (7580), Kim, Andrew (77-85) and their families, including grandson Dan
Lethbridge (05-18).
Siblings Richard (51-53) and Bill Skipper (51-55) who grew up at
‘Ollera Station’ Guyra and who were both known for their sporting
prowess at TAS particularly at cricket, passed away within seven months
of each other. Richard, who lived at Quirindi, Wagga Wagga and then
Batemans Bay before retiring to Launceston, died on 14 July 2019 aged
84 years, whilst Bill, who continued to live at ‘Ollera’, passed away on 31
January 2020, aged 83.
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We pass on our sympathies to their respective families including
Richard’s son Michael (76-81) and Bill’s son Tom (86-91), whose children
Sam (Year 11), Sarah (Year 9) and Polly (Year 7), all currently attend TAS.
Sam is continuing the family’s fine cricketing tradition, having made his
First XI debut in Year 10.
Marcus Wolfgang (51-53) of Denman, passed away on 2 May 2020
aged 83.
John Francis (1957-58) passed away on 21 May 2020 after a chronic
lung illness which had been aggravated by the recent bushfires. At TAS
he was a cadet officer, performed in Gilbert & Sullivan productions and
excelled in the pool, breaking several school records, just as his brother
Phillip (59-64) was to do. John won a BHP Scholarship to Newcastle
University College (at the time, a college of the University of NSW) and
subsequently worked for BHP in Newcastle before travelling overseas
and then relocating to Sydney. He was a very competent surfer as was
his wife, Gwen (a Specialist General Practitioner) who bravely rescued
him after he fractured his thoracic spine in a dumper at Wamberal.
John had a great love of music, especially jazz, and was a keen sailor of
skiffs on Middle Harbour with his son Ben and TAS compatriators Bob
Brayshaw (54-58) and Bob McRitchie (51-58).
He loved travel and introduced travel to his family particularly travelling
in a camper van around Europe when the children were small, tramping
and cycling in the UK and Europe and later around parts of Australia.
John is survived by his wife Gwen, children Bronwyn and Ben and
predeceased by another daughter Roweana. Philip passed away in 2003.
(Thanks to John Sippe and Paddy Flower for this contribution which can
be found in full in an upcoming Tales of the Tower.)
David Kapcejevs (86-91) passed away on 8 June just days after his 47th
birthday. A private client adviser at Azure Group Wealth, he previously
spent a decade in a similar role at Ord Minnett and Perpetural, was a
technical analyst at Sealcorp (ASGARD) and worked at Westpac Financial
Services in both technical and advisory capacities.
The most recent cohort of Old Armidalians, their families, staff and
current students were deeply saddened at the loss of Benjamin
McElroy (14-19) on 6 July 2020, who was tragically killed in a single
car accident on his way to his first day at a new job. Whilst at TAS Ben
went on a Round Square student exchange to The Athenian School in
California, took part in the NZ Rugby Tour and shot for two years with
the First VIII. However his greatest passion was for flying. By the end of
Year 12 he had gained his private pilots licence with the help of Aviation
Studies at TAS, clocked up more than 100 hours in the air and had even
flown to Coonabarabran to watch the First XV play Kinross Wolaroi
School. After leaving TAS he obtained his commercial pilot’s licence
before starting work as a private pilot. His funeral was held at TAS on
17 July.

Odds ‘n’ Ends
Mark Wright (03-07) has continued to be in demand in the business
world in London ever since winning the BBC show The Apprentice in
2014. The influential entrepreneur and self-taught digital marketing
specialist and speaker is CEO of one of the UK’s fastest growing digital
marketing agencies Climb Online which Mark launched with the
backing of Lord (Alan) Sugar who was the ‘presenter’ of the reality show.
After winning The Apprentice, the company went to turning over £1.7
million in his first year of trading.
Nice to hear from Keith Jones (66-68) who has retired into town at
Willow Tree after managing around 40,000 acres for properties owned by
the Cobcroft family (30 years) and Gordon Martin Transport (five years).
“I’ve also hung up my spurs after 60 years of campdrafting and judging
all over Australia,” Keith writes. However his connection with the sport
continues, with children Katie (St George) and Cameron (Goondiwindi)
“still competing into the fifth generation, making us one of the longest
continuing campdrafting families in Australia.”
After 22 years away, Bryn Griffiths (83-88) relocated back to Armidale
in 2017 to manage commercial partnerships at UNE, three months
after his daughter Amelia (17-18) began boarding at TAS. This
monthly commute from Brisbane lasted about 18 months before Bryn
convinced his wife Emily (nee Porter, ex-NEGS) that she and their now
16 year old son Ollie (currently Year 10) should join him in Armidale,
in January 2019. Emily now works in the Enrolments Office, while Bryn
is working with the UNE Vice Chancellor's Office in the capacity of
Communications, Events and Engagement Director. In recent months,
much of his work has been managing the university’s messaging to staff,
students, the UNE community and the wider region, as well as liaising
with all levels of Government, to progress UNE's strategic projects. “The
latest challenge is to successfully bring staff, college and local students
and the community who use UNE’s sports facilities back safely to help in
re-stimulating the town which was already smashed by drought effects
then last summer's bushfires nearby,” he says. “I didn't think moving out
of a city back to a country town was going to be as challenging but
believe that once we are all back to a 'new normal' growth in Armidale
can only go up!”
Getting together - virtually…
COVID-19 didn't stop a bunch of Old Armidalians from catching up for a
bit of a 20 year reunion on Zoom in May. Pictured are, (l-r from top), Tom
Abbott (95-00), James Heath (95-00), Gareth Rickards (96-01), Ross
Ridgeway (95-00), Sam Treloar (95-00), Ed White (95-00) and Simon
Wood (95-00).
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Getting together in person
Nine stalwarts of the ‘TAS 1963-66 Kirribilli Long Lunch Club’ ventured
out for a COVID-permitted get together on 9 July. Pictured in the
Kirribilli Club foyer were (standing l-r) Bob Crossman (58-64), Ric Hall
(60-63), Paddy Flower (62-63), Geoff Quayle (63-64), Bill Roberts
(59-61), Peter Quayle (63-66), (kneeling) Mike Smith (59-63), Ian
Hutchison (59-63) and Michael Pilcher (60-65). Apologies were
received from John Childs (59-64), Andrew Woodhill (58-63), Michael
Webb (61-63), John Dickson (58-61), Bob Talbot (58-61), and Greg
Biddle (60-65). Ian Hutchison says the next lunch will be held on
Thursday 3 September – again, COVID restrictions permitting!

A new logo for the OAU
The OAU has been given a facelift with a new logo approved by the
Committee last month.
Featuring the current school crest enclosed in a three-quarter
circle anchored by the date the alumni organisation was founded,
the design was the most popular of four options developed by
Melbourne design agency Grant Day James, responsible for the
School’s TV advertisements.
The agency took into account the design of OBU badges across
the ages, the ‘look and feel’ of the logos of other school alumni
organisations and the need for a graphic that can be easily
reproduced in various formats, including on merchandise. It is
actually the first logo for the OAU since the re-naming of the
organisation in 2016. A previous circular OBU logo was made
redundant in 2013.
The new logo comes into effect immediately and will eventually
appear on merchandise and the new OAU website.

Reunion Weekend - plan now for 2021
As most Old Armidalians would have learnt from an email in May, in
light of COVID-19 a decision was made by the OAU in conjunction with
the School to cancel Reunion Weekend 2020, while official reunions
that were to take place this year have been postponed until Reunion
Weekend in 2021.

The decision means not only do the 2020 reunion organisers have
more time to find ‘lost sheep’, but the OAU is also keen to hear from
any member of a ‘1’ year who would like to get the ball rolling for
their reunions next year. (Please email thughes@as.edu.au if you are
interested.)

Both the OAU and the School held off on making a call as late as
possible, but it is clear that even though restrictions are being slowly
lifted, the threat of a second wave, the lack of clarity regarding state
border closures, the continued limitations placed on the number of
people at gatherings and the School’s community responsibility meant
it was the appropriate response.

While the cancellation is regrettable, the message to all former students
is that we hope you continue to stay connected to your old school
and classmates and we all look forward to a ‘double-header’ Reunion
Weekend next year that promises to be bigger and better than ever whenever it may be.

The decision, while sad for all, is all about doing the right thing to
maintain public health and safety for TAS students and staff, Old
Armidalians and their guests many of whom are in a high-risk age
category, and both the School and OAU’s responsibility to the local
community, which includes accommodation and hospitality providers as
well as medical services.

OAU AGM 2020
Members of the OAU are advised that, with the cancellation of Reunion
Weekend, the Union’s Annual General Meeting will now be held on
Wednesday 2 December (the day before Speech Day). Time, venue and
agenda will be confirmed in the next edition of Binghi.

