


Thank you to Donna Jackson, Tim Hughes and Fiona Xeros for their 

contribution to the production of this 2020 Exhibition Catalogue.

This the first HSC Visual Arts Exhibition Catalogue to be produced under 

the new title ‘EXHIBIT A’ which was instituted by the 

2020 HSC Visual Arts class.

*Artists listed in alphabetical order.  Cover Artwork | Clancy Roberts and Fiona Xeros |  Layout and Design | Donna Jackson



Ms Fiona A Xeros     
Visual Arts Teacher

It is fortunate that people are born for their time.  
Think Alexander the Great or Ching Shih (she was the 
Chinese pirate leader who commandered 60,000 men, yes, 
you read it right, she also had 1,800 ships!). 

The 2020 graduating Visual Arts class certainly had 
their mountains to climb, rivers to cross and boats to 
float! Nobody could have predicted the year they have 
experienced for their HSC. 

But they were made for this challenge! They allowed: 
the drought to inspire them, the bushfire smoke to add 
atmosphere and flavour, the COVID lockdown to add 
ZOOM to their lives, social distancing to get closer in other 
ways and the return to school to settle back into familar 
school habits. 

They stayed strong and connected, Megan even zoomed a 
double visual arts lesson at Sydney airport while waiting for 
her flight home to Tasmania.

They packed up, moved out, stayed away, repacked, came 
back, unpacked and moved into the art studio, work ready! 

They stayed sassy, positive and motivated. They produced 
elegant, topical, divine, heart-rending, thoughtful Bodies of 
Work which are testament to their tenacity, creativity and 
plain hard work. 



HSC Bodies of Work | 2020

Samuel Behrend 
Drawing with Light  
Digital Photographs

 
The dynamic movement of lights in the night is 
captured and held. Stunning colours set against dark 
night skies describe the trail of cars, light pools made 
by streetlamps and illuminate the shape of our city. 
Vibrant, sensuous, exciting and beautifully composed, 
the photographer’s astute eye captures the fleeting 
moments that we might otherwise miss.
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Patrick Brennan
Restricted   
Sculpture
Perspex, glass frit, natural tree stump, back lighting

 
This illuminated artwork explores the boundaries 
of drawing and sculpture. The image is drawn and 
coloured with glass frit on a perspex sheet mounted 
on a gnarly tree root. The backlighting makes the 
granulated coloured medium sparkle bringing the 
work to life creating the illusion of subtle movement 
as the figure pushes and pulls at the bonds that 
entwine her.
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Samantha Crossle
My Poppy
Painting 
Acrylic paint on canvas and board

 

This is a deeply personal tribute to a beloved 
Grandfather. It is rich in meaning exploring concepts 
such as; the old and the new, what we know about 
family history and the mysteries of what we don’t 
know. The portraits are so very poignant, rendered 
with big soulful eyes in the naïve style. Recalling the 
work of Frida Kahlo, the two Grandfathers sitting side 
by side is a wonderfully expressive image that crosses 
time and illustrates a whole life.
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Cooper Gerdes
Not a Robot  
Sculpture
Recycled machine parts, tin cans, nails, wire, steel, 
aluminium and rust

 
These inserts look like they could be characters in 
a ‘Mad Max’ movie. They are the survivors of the 
apocalypse, the patched together remnants of extinct 
insects, built to carry on and hopefully save what’s 
left of the world’s flora, fauna and humanity. There is a 
strong ecological message here, concentrating on the 
often overlooked but highly essential part played by 
insects in the health of planet A.
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Caitlin Harrison
Drifting Emotions   
painting
epoxy resin, acrylic paint and sand on board

 
Epoxy resin is a difficult and fickle medium, but here 
it is deftly handled creating an aerial view of our 
glorious coastline. With stunning realism, the ocean 
is captured and stilled for us to gaze upon. Here is 
a metaphor for being a teenager; moody, restless, 
unpredictable but endlessly fresh and beautiful.
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Samuel Howes
Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite   
Sculpture
Purchased wheelie bin, paper mache, photocopies, 
paper, glue face mask and other detritus

 
“Off with their heads!”
A frank, raw look at the world’s leaders. A damning 
indictment of how ‘we the people’ see those who 
have power over us. This artwork draws on the 
traditions of Dada, Art Povera and appropriation. 
With a dash of humour and tongue-in-cheek satire it 
sums up contemporary politics and offers a dramatic 
solution.
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Hilton Jackson
I Can’t Breathe  
Sculpture
Paperbark, bush sticks, wire, gumnuts, sand and ink

 
Eloquent in its simplicity.
Beautiful natural materials have been finely 
manipulated. Hours of painstaking cutting and 
shaping, careful placement and construction 
have created a truly elegant Murray cod sculpture. 
Suspended above a bed of river sand, which bears a 
subtle design at once like ripples and a fingerprint, 
the cod rises, gasping for air. The elegant aesthetic 
amplifies the grim environment message.
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Sancia Ridgeway
Yirringingurray   
Textiles and Fabric 
Canvas, embroidery thread, glass beads, wooden 
frames

 
Worlds and ideologies collide.
Rich in history, symbols and personal significance this 
artwork unites people, places and time. Recalling a 
Medieval altar-piece, the three embroidered panels 
show a black cockatoo, Jesus Christ a venerable old 
Aboriginal man wearing a mitre and holding a koala. 
A banner hanging above displays text stitched with 
black thread. The words are a short excerpt from 
the incredible story that inspired this complex and 
prepossessing artwork.
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Clancy Roberts
Idol Adolescent Gossip 
Graphic Design
Digital photographs, QR codes on archival paper

 
Urbane and witty.
The fictional glossy ‘mag’ DIVULGE is a glorious 
celebration of style and ridiculously good taste. Each 
cover is a sumptuous combination of colour, divine 
images and wickedly clever comments that track the 
unprecedented events of the past eleven months. 
With meticulous attention to the tiniest detail, Clancy 
has created graphic design heaven, and if that wasn’t 
enough, he then added active QR codes, moving 
pictures and music in a static display.
Absolutely fabulous.
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Megan Schmitt
Bob Gets Exported 
Sculpture
PVC pipe, glue, bubble wrap, tin foil, purchased false 
eyelashes, bouncy balls, plastic milk bottles, ink, acrylic 
paint, fabric, ribbon, plaster and purchased flag

 
The beguiling face and pretty eyes almost hide 
the distressing subject matter. The difficult issues 
surrounding live animal exports are poignantly dealt 
with in this super-realistic sculpture.
Bob comes to life at the hands of the artist who brings 
us to the brink of tears with her loving rendering of 
his soulful eyes and soft wet nose. Then you see the 
shredded rib cage and the red ribbons take on an 
entirely different meaning.
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Jack Sewell
Plagues of the Apocalypse   
Sculpture
Real animal skulls, ink, wood, charcoal and acrylic paint

 
Skulls are always interesting.

In this totemic sculpture the subtle addition of different 
surface decoration on each skull describes the short 
dramatic history of the last year. It looks bad for us 
humans but, Jack has lightened the mood a little by the 
inclusion of the medical mask, which while symbolizing 
something serious, it is just ever so slightly, comical. 
Drought, fires, floods and covid, but we are still here! 
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Toby Smith
Brown Street    
Photomedia
Photographs from 35mm film taken on SLR analogue 
camera

 
Brown Street is poetry in photographs.

Beautifully distilled images of people and their homes. 
No dramatic angles, no cool manipulations. Each shot is 
front on, direct, honest, authentic, touchingly ‘everyday’. 
Brown Street could be any town, anywhere in our 
beloved country. 
The presentation too is simple and clean with wide 
margins and postcard size images that invite you to look 
closely at the little details that describe our lives.  
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