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FROM THE

head of school’s
SPEECH DAY ADDRESS

Resilience and flexibility in a strange and surreal year
The challenges faced and confronted this year will more than likely be the
pre-eminent theme in nearly all of the speech day addresses taking place in
schools around Australia as Term 4 and the school year draws to a close.
There have been new economic constraints, a new layer of managing our
daily lives, new forms of social interaction. We have had to give measured
consideration to so many issues this year including shutting the School
for a period, how will we conduct lessons online, what co-curricular
opportunities can we offer for our students… how do we manage the
health and well being of our students, staff and our wider community?
“Never waste a crisis” is a phrase I have used quite often in recent times and
more than any year that I can remember, 2020 has seen growth in our sense
of community and a strengthening of relationships both within and without
the School. This is a positive thing and it has provided new momentum to
what we do.
The concept that we could not navigate our way through and around the
impediments imposing themselves on our normal routine never really
entered our deliberations. We realised we needed to adapt, to be flexible
in our decision making and planning and to be resolute. I acknowledge
initiatives of our staff, their drive and passion, their dedication to the task of
supporting their students in the face of adversity, their work ethic and their
management of change and to be agents of change, all of which required a
huge commitment.
A program as diverse and intense as the one we aimed for at TAS this year,
must be driven by the sort of steadfastness that can only be offered freely
– including from our housekeeping staff, grounds and maintenance crew,
medical staff, all of the people who work in our kitchen and laundry and our
admin staff.
Rising to challenge wherever that challenge may arise determines character
and if we are speaking of the character of The Armidale School, I believe
there are certain undertakings that are unequivocal and indisputable as we
look ahead and eyeball the future.
We will not accept mediocrity, we will maintain an educational program
that is as diverse as it is demanding, we will place high academic aspirations
at the centre of our purpose, but will never shy away from providing those
formative experiences that are to be found in the outdoors, in sport and
in the creative arts. We will support our students in developing life-long
friendships and enable them to build and sustain relationships that are
fundamental to well-being as they chart their own course for a successful
life. All of this gives purpose and meaning to what we do as educators. In
the uncertain times that lie ahead, the steadying influence of that mission
will be all the more important.
To our parents who have been thrown many a curveball – to say thank you
for all your support, just does not seem adequate enough.
Mr Alan Jones

INTRODUCING OUR NEXT HEAD OF SCHOOL

Dr Rachel Horton
The TAS Board is delighted to announce the appointment of Dr Rachel Horton as
the 15th Head of the School, effective 1 July, 2021. Dr Horton’s appointment follows
an international recruitment search by the TAS Board that attracted candidates from
across Australia and overseas.
Dr Horton is currently Deputy Headmaster and Head of Secondary School at
Brighton Grammar School, an Anglican boys’ school of around 1400 students, in
Melbourne.
Prior to Brighton Grammar, Dr Horton was at Anglican Church Grammar School
(‘Churchie’) in Brisbane where she taught Chemistry and Physics and was a Head
of House. Dr Horton has a Bachelor of Science Degree (Hons) in Pathology and
Microbiology and a PhD from the University of Bristol in the UK. Before teaching in
Anglican schools she was a science researcher, university lecturer and postdoctoral
research fellow at universities in Canada, Australia and Kenya as well as the UK where
she was born.
As a British Army Reservist, Dr Horton interrupted her PhD to undertake a year’s
service with the Royal Engineers as Squadron Operations Officer which included a
six-month tour of duty in Iraq as Captain in 2003-2004, being third in command of
135 men.
She played representative rugby union in England and Canada for more than
a decade before retiring to become a referee 11 years ago. She has refereed
international VII and XV matches and was the first woman to referee Premier Rugby
in Queensland.
Dr Horton has a strong commitment to developing individual academic success and
a background in implementing holistic Pastoral Care programs with a strong focus
on understanding the current issues facing young people to ensure that school is
a safe, inclusive and welcoming environment, as well as a place to learn, grow and
participate.
She is honoured and excited about joining us in this leadership role at TAS and
is looking forward to working with staff, students, parents and the broader TAS
community. Her own articulated aim is for schools to produce independent,
empathetic, well-rounded and socially responsible young people who can
contribute positively to their communities.
We could not be more pleased that Dr Horton has accepted our offer to lead
the School into the future. In Dr Horton we have a leader who exemplifies the
importance of individual academic achievement being complemented by those
values of integrity, compassion, service and character that we all recognise are the
foundation stones upon which a TAS education is based.

Dr Rachel Horton

During Term 2, a series of events will be held in Armidale,
around the New England/North West and in metropolitan
centres to introduce Dr Horton to our TAS community
of parents, alumni and friends, providing you with an
opportunity to meet and talk with her.
Mr Alan Jones, to whom we once again extend heartfelt
gratitude for his calm stewardship as Head of School, will
retire at the end of Term 3 2021, having generously offered
to use that Term as one of transition and handover to Dr
Horton.
Once again, I would like to extend my thanks to our closeknit community for all the encouragement and support
offered to the TAS Board over the past 12 months and I
know you will welcome Dr Horton as she takes up this vital
position of leading our co-educational school into a bright
and prosperous future.

Mr Sebastian Hempel
Chairman of the Board

Dr Horton will move to Armidale with her husband Curtis Coulson who is a
qualified outdoors activity instructor and former rugby player and is as enthusiastic
in his desire to move to regional NSW as she is. Both were raised in small farming
communities and have a deep respect for rural communities, their challenges and
complexities.
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We can change what happens next
Extract from Speech Day address by Mr Peter Baines OAM
It’s not the crisis nor the disaster, public or private that defines us, it is
how we respond, as individuals, as a school and as a community.
I spent the first 20 years of my career as a forensic investigator and for 10
years of that I was based at Tamworth. I then moved back to Sydney and
soon thereafter was deployed into Bali following the 2002 bombings.
Two hundred and two people would lose their lives, 88 of those being
Australian. The work the Australians did in Bali cemented our role as key
contributors to other crises and disaster situations that might occur in
the Asia Pacific Region.
Only two years later I would be called upon to travel to Thailand and
lead the Australian and International teams in the identification of those
who died in the Boxing Day 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. In Thailand we
would recover 5,395 bodies. It certainly presented unique challenges
and to meet those challenges you need solutions.
Eight months after the tsunami, I met a group of 32 children living in
a tent that would bring about the biggest change. I realised I couldn’t
change what had happened, but it felt within my capacity to change
what could happen next. So I started an organisation called Hands
Across the Water.
We raised some money, opened a home, and then over the ensuing 15
years we would go on and build seven new properties providing homes
for children who otherwise would be in a dire situation. We now have
320 children who live across those properties in Thailand.
But the measure of success is not on the number of homes. For us,
success is about creating a future that is about choice, not chance. We
have 27 students who have now graduated from university and a further
30 currently studying at university. We have opened a Digital Learning
Centre to provide education in animation, digital editing and coding so
these kids can remain in the regional community of Yossoton and earn
a living. We were ready to open our Hospitality Training Centre in the
south of Thailand but thanks to COVID, there’s no hospitality sector at
present. When it returns, we’ll be ready. We’ve been offered a redundant
school from the government, which we want to turn into a sports
academy, knowing the value that sport brings to the lives of children
and their development.
About 10 years ago I met Mae Thiew. Thirty years ago as part of an
education degree she went to the hill tribes of Thailand in the Chiang
Mai region and what she encountered was young children who were
being given up by their young mums who were working in the sex
industry. These young babies were being born with HIV and no-one
wanted them. She returned to Bangkok, sold everything she owned, and
built a home in Yossoton for these children. But due to lack of funding
for medicine, her children were dying. I’m pleased to say that we were
able to get involved and because of the work we were able to do, the
children have stopped dying.
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Peter Baines presents a prize to Year 9 student Tom Sheedy

When I reflect on my time in Thailand and the many rotations I was
fortunate to make there are a number of learnings that have served
me well and I think apply to many situations particularly crises. First, is
knowing ‘clarity comes with action’ - the more you do the clearer you
will become. When we are faced with what can appear insurmountable
challenges sometimes it can just all appear too big a mountain to climb.
But by continuing to take action we get closer to the outcome we
desire.
Secondly, was the importance of presence. In positions of leadership
a key trait of good leaders is their presence when it comes to those
they lead. By being present it demonstrates that you care and you
understand the challenges that are being faced.
To leave you with some closing messages: have courage when it comes
to time for making tough decisions. Seek out opportunities to help
those less fortunate than you. Stand up for those who need a superhero.
And listen to your mum, because she’s often right.
Mr Peter Baines OAM

solid hsc success
IN A YEAR OF CHALLENGES

Seven students achieving an ATAR above 90 and 13 appearing on
the Distinguished Achievers List across a broad range of subjects are
highlights for this year’s Higher School Certificate results at TAS.

Three Year 11 accelerants also achieved Band 6s: Georgia Donoghue
achieved a mark of 99 in Mathematics Advanced; Hattie Oates
(nominated for Encore) scored 97 in Music 1, and Mehdi Ahsan was also
one of six students to secure a Band 6 in Mathematics Advanced.

Dux of the School is Thomas Wu with an ATAR of 94.75. Thomas
achieved Band 6s (a mark of 90 or above) in Maths Extension 2 and
Engineering Studies. It was the first time Engineering Studies was
offered at TAS, with four of the seven students achieving the highest
band possible – a subject Thomas is passionate about pursuing.

Band 6 results were also achieved in Maths Extension 1, Music 1, English
Advanced, Business Studies and PDHPE.
Head of School Alan Jones described the results as very pleasing overall.

“I’m pretty happy with my result and my ATAR will get me in to doing
one of the Engineering courses at the University of New South Wales
I’m interested in, which I’m really pleased about,” he said. “It was such an
unusual year with COVID and hard to stay focussed at times but we all
just had to push through.”

“For HSC students everywhere it was the most challenging of years. The
particularly good news is that a large number of our students appear to
have got into their chosen courses or fields of endeavour. These results
offer just one pathway of course and we wish all of the students well as
they go and make their way in the world,” he said.

Not far behind Thomas was Jaden Carroll, a boarder from Uki near
Murwillumbah, with 94.65 and Band 6s in English Advanced and
Geography and just one mark shy of a Band 6 in Economics, Legal
Studies and Modern History. Rounding out the top students were Lucy
Ball (93.1), Matthew Wark (92.6), Archer Howard (92.55), Edward Bell
(90.95) and Cotter Litchfield (90.5).

Thomas Wu
Dux of the School 94.75

Edward Bell
90.95

Jaden Carroll
94.65

Lucy Ball
93.1

Cotter Litchfield
90.5

Georgia Donoghue
Year 11 accelerant
Mathematics Advanced
Band 6 (mark of 99)

Matthew Wark
92.6

Hattie Oates Year 11
accelerant Music 1
Band 6 (mark of 97)
Nominated for Encore

Archer Howard
92.55

Mehdi Ahsan Year 11
accelerant Mathematics
Advanced Band 6
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Farming’s future takes out
Property Planning Competition
A team of tomorrow’s innovative land managers from TAS took
out this year’s prestigious Northern Tablelands Local Land Services
Schools Property Planning Competition for their work analysing
the real-life challenges faced by a Guyra farming family.
TAS was awarded the Leanne Savage Perpetual Shield for the
highest performing school in the annual competition, which
recognises students for their understanding of core issues like
sustainable agricultural production, biosecurity and natural
resource management. Tom Scifleet and Hamish Pearce were
named champions; Jack Armstrong was one of two Highly
Commended entries, whilst Bronte Dagg and Samuel Coombes
achieved an Encouragement Award.
The focus of this year’s competition was the Guyra property
‘Brookfield’ owned by Darryl and Leanne Savage, who lent their
support for students to develop management plans to improve
the farm’s economic and environmental sustainability. This year’s
competition was trickier than in the past, with COVID restrictions
meaning the participants were unable to visit in person and had to
rely on maps, photos and other supplied materials.
Given the Savages were absentee landholders, the winning
TAS entry used a range of new technologies to assist with
management, such as ‘installing’ water monitoring systems linked
to apps so the landholders could check on it by mobile phone app
when away from the property, and walk-on weighing systems in
the paddock that can send information to the owners remotely.
The use of drones and on-farm energy generation systems such as
wind turbines also featured in the students’ entries.
							
NSW Minister for Agriculture and Member for Northern Tablelands
Adam Marshall visited TAS to present the trophies to the winning
students.

Budding entrepreneurs raise social capital
Students in the Stage 5 Running a Business and Marketing class not
only learnt how to make a profit from their enterprises, but the value of
charity in helping the disadvantaged.
During Term 3 student groups in the elective subject were tasked
with planning, marketing and running a business of their choosing.
Business ideas ranged from producing and selling ice-cream, right
through to producing fire pits and garden ornaments from scrap metal.
Formal business plans were developed and assessed; some groups
decided to take loans out of the ‘HSIE Bank’, while others financed their
operations totally from start to finish. During their trading period from
4-23 September a number of the businesses responded to consumer
behaviour, adapting products, pricing and service to improve their
financial operations.
In addition to the competitive element of making the most profit, each
business was also cognisant of another motivator – the annual World
Vision sponsorship of an Indian child, Ruksana. The funds raised in this
elective have, for about 13 years, been enough to put Ruksana through
school in India. With the first semester’s class unable to run their
businesses due to COVID, the pressure was on the second semester
class to raise twice the usual amount. Not only did the groups achieve
this target, they produced an additional $2,707 in profit – a successful
time trading in anyone’s books! Each group was allowed to keep the
profits net of expenses, loans and sponsorship.

Northern Tablelands LLS winners Samuel Coombes, Bronte Dagg (Encouragement
Award); Hamish Pearce and Tom Scifleet (Champions) and Jack Armstrong (Highly
Commended)

Academic
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Oliver Ledingham made fire pits for the Running a Business
and Marketing elective

Georgia Donoghue will be exploring high level concepts at the National Mathematics Summer School in January

Maths Summer School adds up to success for Georgia
The beauty of numbers and the interacting patterns in mathematics has
captivated Georgia Donoghue for years – and that passion is expected
to develop exponentially after her selection to attend the National
Mathematics Summer School (NMSS) in January.

Georgia said the concepts that will be explored at the NMSS, particularly
Number Theory and Algorithims, are much different from those learned
in school, and the prospect of broadening her view of the mathematical
world was just irresistible.

The Year 11 student will be joined by around only 70 other students
nationally in the program, which fosters the discovery and development
of mathematically gifted and talented secondary students from across
Australia. Georgia applied to attend NMSS after hearing about it at last
year’s awards ceremony for the Australian Mathematics Competition, in
which she finished in the top 0.3 percent of the nation and the second
highest scoring female in the state.

Whilst the pandemic means the event will this year be held online rather
than at the Australian National University which normally hosts the
event, an upside is that this will allow brilliant speakers and educators
from around the world to share their knowledge.
Georgia is part of the largest class of students to study Mathematics
Extension 2 in face-to-face classes at TAS for many years.

Award-winning artist shares his insights
Senior Visual Arts students had the privilege of visiting the Walcha
district studio of noted Australian contemporary artist Angus Nivision
on 28 October. Angus, the winner of numerous prizes including the
2002 Wynne Prize for landscaping, shared his very personal insights
into his artmarking, from the way his work deals thematically with
landscape, memory and the human condition to discussing painting
techniques and the challenges of being an artist. The students gained
a great deal from being able to make the visit and were grateful to Mr
Nivison for his generosity of time and spirit.

Angus Nivison with senior Visual Arts students
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Academic
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DEBATERS ARGUE THEIR WAY TO TAKE OUT

national title
Four Middle School students with the gift of the gab and a knack in
rebuttal are now national champions, having taken out an Australianwide debating competition.
In the grand final of the Junior division of the National Virtual Debating
Competition on 2 December, Bella Fernance (Year 8), Jack Coddington,
Daniel Emmery and Samuel Krishnan (all Year 7) successfully affirmed
‘That all Australian schools should have compulsory community service’
against Loreto Catholic Girls’ School Normanhurst, Sydney.
In a unanimous decision from the three adjudicators, TAS was awarded
the debate for building a case around the idea that only a mandatory
community service program incorporated into the school curriculum
would expose all students to the importance of service; would ensure
critical mass for it to be worthwhile to all, and ‘normalise’ the concept
of service in order to change behaviour and ultimately create a more
selfless and engaged society.

Also progressing into the elimination finals this term was the Year
9/10 team (Bridget Burnett, Hugo Catterall, Georgia Day-Caldecott,
Frederick Kearney, Wiley Wright). In the group round, the team were
undefeated in four debates (O’Connor Catholic College, Mamre Anglican
School Sydney, Hills Grammar School Sydney, Scotch Oakburn College
Tasmania) and secured a bye against Bishop Druitt College. They finished
top of their group however bowed out in a fantastic semi-final against
an outstanding Scotch College Melbourne side.
Ninety teams from independent and Catholic schools in six states and
territories competed in four divisions of this year’s competition, which
was run by the Association of Independent Schools (NSW).

With so much inter-school competition being cancelled due to the
pandemic, the online platform meant schools got to experience
different debating styles and receive professional feedback from
adjudicators from the Masters Academy.
The students’ achievements were recognised the next morning at
Speech Day when Head of School Alan Jones presented each of the
students with a gold medallion.
Pictured l-r: National Virtual Debating Competition champions Daniel
Emmery, Jack Coddington, Bella Fernance and Samuel Krishnan

Equestrian awarded Honours
Recognising her achievements at a national level in equestrian in
the past 12 months, Bronte Dagg has been presented with Honours,
the highest co-curricular award at TAS. Bronte held her national
position in the top 100 national titles, was named Overall Secondary
Show Horse Rider (best school aged rider in the country) and was a
member of the Overall Secondary Team of the best four school aged
riders in the country. After months off from competing due to COVID,
Bronte was back in the saddle during the holidays on her horse
EBL Lust at Equestrian NSW Horse of the Year in Sydney. In a field of
record entries due to it being the first event post lockdown, and with
Lust having had downtime since February due to injury, the pair won
the open owner/rider small hack championship, were placed third
in the child's hack class and came in the top five in the other two
classes they competed in. Bronte’s results gained her two qualifying
tickets for the 2021 Equestrian NSW Southern Cross Show Horse
Spectacular which will hopefully go ahead in March.

Left: Bronte Dagg with her horse EBL Lust

Academic
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Rugby talent selected for
Country U18s
Talented rugby halfback Edward Bell finished off his school rugby career
on a high, being named in the NSW U18 Gen Blue Juniors squad which
played NSW Schoolboys on 15 November. Edward had made the side
having impressed selectors whilst on the paddock for the NSW Country
Under 18s against City, the weekend previous. In that match, the
metropolitan boys just edged out Country 24-19, the skills of players on
both sides being evident.
He still had one HSC exam to sit when he made the NSW Country side
and was the only New England zone representative to be included in
the 25-man squad from around 80 who trialed at the Maitland Junior
Rugby Club.
The U18 Gen Blue Juniors had a weekend training at Waratahs
headquarters at Daceyville, before the game against NSW Schoolboys
who came out winners 17-0 in a strong game that wasn’t reflected in
the score.
Edward, the vice captain of rugby at TAS, was a member of the School’s
First XV team which took out the North West Regional Youth Rugby
competition in September. His previous representative honours
included being selected for Combined AAGPS Thirds last year, and
before his time at TAS, with NSW Country under 16s and Central North.

Edward Bell running on to the field

Pedalling to success
In his first junior road race, Toby Inglis put in an outstanding effort to
place 4th for NSW and 5th overall in the NSW U15s State Road Cycling
Championships near Wagga Wagga on 18 October. The event, at
Wantabadgery, was a different format of cycling for Toby whose usual
mode is mountain biking. Indeed at the TAS mountain bike team’s first
race for the season on 1 October – a three hour event at Sport UNE –
Toby finished second in the under 15 mens division. Toby was one of
46 TAS students to compete, with Thomas Dundon and Abbott White
winning the junior male pairs (13-18 years), Louis Ross and Emily Buntine
the junior mixed pairs and Bethan Palfreyman and Matilda Cullen,
the junior female pairs. Separately, Bethan and sister Emily took out,
respectively, the 2020 U15 and U17 women’s New England Mountain
Bikers’ Club championships.
A few weeks later on 8 November, 29 students competed in the Copeton
three and six hour races where the track provided a different riding
experience from the Armidale trails, with an 11.5km circuit winding
tightly through cypress pine and granite boulders. Luca Williams and
Archie Pengilley won the three hour pairs (13-16 year old) category,
followed in second place by brothers Lachie and Cooper Sedon, and in
third Emily Benham and Nina Taylor. The Year 6 team of Baxter Williams,
Andy Hardin and Patrick White took out the team of three category. In
the six hour event Year 8 and senior students made up teams of four and
raced in the ‘open age’ category. Abbott White, Thomas Dundon, Jack
Lincoln and Will Brett (all Year 8) raced hard to finish just ahead of the
Year 9 team of Angus Goudge, Charlie McDouall, Will Swain and Charles
Hunter, with both teams riding well to complete nine laps each and
finish third and fourth respectively in this division.
Left: Toby Inglis placed 4th for NSW and 5th overall in the NSW U15s State
Road Cycling Championships in October
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Co-Curricular

Music comes to life
IN THE TWILIGHT OF THE YEAR

The only Twilight Concert for the year was well worth waiting for, with
performers showcasing their musical talents in Memorial Hall on 18
November. Featuring students from junior primary to our most senior
students, the diverse program included instrumental pieces on piano,
saxophone and bassoon; two string ensembles, a bagpipe duet and a
rock band of students from Year 10. For most, it was the first time they
had been able to perform in front of an audience all year due to the
coronavirus restrictions on singing and wind instruments and for a
number, the culmination of learning and practicing online.

Alexander Gibson sang ‘Funeral’ by Lukas Graham

Sam Guppy put plenty of spirit into
the saxophone

William Mackson skill on the bassoon

Year 10 rock band – William Jackson, Frank Perrottet, Zaiden Kennedy,
Maxwell Guppy and Joshua Miron

Archie Pengilley and Gus Sevil played a traditional Irish piece on the bagpipes

Co-Curricular
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Junior String Ensemble Andi Li, William Cooper-Fillios and Peter Thompson

Xavier Stephens entertained on guitar

Prudence Black played ‘Desperado’

TAS Kayak Enduro
After four Sundays of the full gamet of weather conditions, 37 keen
students and a number of parents gathered on the banks of Malpas
Dam on Saturday 17 October ready to paddle for six hours and
complete the TAS Kayak Enduro.
With the pandemic forcing the cancellation of the 111Km Hawkesbury
Canoe Classic, Coordinator of Challenge and Service Mr Jim Pennington
had to look outside the box to create an alternative event as a suitable
qualifier for the Triple Crown – hence, the Kayak Enduro. For it, paddlers
notched up 100km in total, across five sessions with the final push
being the longest. Students were required to commit to a number of
weekends to chase their goal, some assisted by parents as 'land crew'.
Fortunately, paddlers were blessed with wonderful conditions for the
final big day, kayaking into the dusk to complete their time on the
water. That students were able to partake in a challenge event when so
much was cancelled, was testament to the creativity and efforts of Mr
Pennington, HCC coordinator Mr Alasdair Hey and Mrs Kirsten Hey, other
staff and a wonderful group of parents who provided practical and
moral support over the five weekends.
Mr Todd Currell helps Grace Pennington and Karen Baker into the pontoon
during the final session of the Kayak Enduro

Students sleep out for youth homelessness
Youth homelessness is an often invisible problem – but
overnight on Friday 23 October 86 TAS students gained an
insight into the plight, swapping their warm beds for a sheet of
cardboard and a blanket and raising funds for the cause in the
process.
Spending the night outside in supervised areas of the school,
without personal luxuries including mobile phones, the
students were also ‘moved on’ twice, replicating to a degree the
fact that a homeless person walks on average 28km per week in
order to seek shelter and safety.
Nel Jacups took shelter under a bench

“More than 17,000 Australian children under the age of 12
have no permanent home and 47,000 under 25 are homeless
every night, facing the added challenge of neglect, abuse, drug
and alcohol dependency and exclusion from school,” said TAS
coordinator of Challenge & Service Jim Pennington.
“At the start it was a bit of a novelty and there were plenty
of smiles, but after being moved on twice through the night
most had clearly experienced tiredness and discomfort and
appreciated getting just a glimpse into what that can be like for
so many, every night,” he said.
The event was chosen as a qualifier for this year’s Triple Crown.
It wasn’t just about the experience though; for their efforts
the students raised $2100 for St Vincent de Paul Armidale and
$1000 for the Wayside Chapel at Kings Cross.

George Bowman and Jack Hoppe with their makeshift shelter
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Leadership, Service, Adventure

week
ACTIVITIES

Leadership, Service, Adventure
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After the cancellation last year due to bushfires and the
restrictions this year due to the pandemic, there was much
anticipation about Activities Week in 2020 and once again it
delivered in spades. In Bush Skills, Year 6 students divided their
time between camping at Buccarumbi and special activities at
TAS; for the first time Rangers (Year 7) were based at Nymboida
Canoe Centre along with cadets (Years 8-10) who trekked,
navigated, abseiled, canyoned and kayaked.

Surf Lifesavers once again gained their surf bronze medallions
thanks to Sawtell Surf Life Saving club volunteers; Rural Fire
Service trainees assisted with hazard control without the
devastation faced last year, while Service students undertook
projects at TAS, cooked for a homeless refuge and did
maintenance work at Sawtell SLSC.

This page, clockwise from above: Lily Etheridge (Senior Cadet
Under Officer) and CUO Rohan Lawrence (2IC) will lead the
cadet unit in 2021; Trekking at Nymboida Canoe Centre; Year
7 Rangers cool off in the Nymboida River; Service students
assisted at Sawtell Surf Life Saving Club; RFS trainees gained
their accreditation; Year 6 enjoyed Laser Tag at Echidna Gully
near Armidale.
Opposite page: Angus Goudge canyoning at Nymboida; Year
6 enjoyed water activities and abseiling at Buccarumbi; RFS
trainees in the field; Surf lifesaving action at Sawtell.
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Leadership, Service, Adventure

Children’s Laureate visits
Year 3-5 students from TAS Junior School were engaged and
inspired by Australian Children’s Laureate Ursula Dubosarsky who
visited TAS on 16 October. The author reviewed a slideshow on
the making of her book about a kangaroo called ‘Brindabella’,
illustrated by Andrew
Joyner, to give the students
insights into the background
of plot development, her
working relationship with
different illustrators, the
power of imagination and
the importance of reading.
There were more questions
than she had time to answer!

news
JUNIOR SCHOOL

Daydream believers, “do your
thing”, children’s author urges

Ursula Dubosarsky

Book characters come to life
From superheroes and Peter Rabbit’s farm friends to Hogwarts’ wizards
and a good number of Dr Seuss’ Things - a vast array of characters came
to life off the pages at the Junior School Book Parade on 23 October.
The culmination of Book Week, the colourful assembly was so much
fun and showed how much the students love to read, and the diverse
books that interest them. Of course we never know who loves Book
Parade more - the staff or the students! It was just a shame that Sherlock
Holmes was unable to track down Mr Lloyd to come and watch.

School report comments such as ‘disorganised’, ‘lacking focus’, ‘unable
to concentrate’ must have been frustrating for the parents of Gus
Gordon, but others such as ‘fine sense of humour’, ‘imaginative’ and
‘individualistic’ gave hope that he could find his niche in life, the
children’s author and illustrator told students at Junior School
Speech Day.
Speaking at his old school and in front of former teachers Mr Lloyd,
Mr Harrison and Mr Scott, Gus (above) is the creator of many books for
young people including the award winning Wendy about a motorcycle
riding stunt chicken and Herman and Rosie.
“I spent much of my schooling looking out the window, imagining I was
doing something else. That I’ve managed to make a career out of writing
and making books for children still astounds me,” he said.
At a time when the pandemic has crushed much of the creative arts,
and the focus has been on ‘essential services’, Mr Gordon said it was
critical that imagination was valued as a force for good.
“Sure, it’s not helpful to daydream when you’re doing things like
performing open heart surgery or operating a chainsaw, but it does
help us in lots of ways. We need you scientists and accountants and
doctors and firefighters and engineers - but to the daydreamers in the
room – embrace your wayward thoughts, your mind wandering, your
frog-riding escapades and know that when you leave school you are
needed in this world.”

Junior School
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Above Left: Sherlock
Holmes couldn’t find
Mr Lloyd
Above: Transition
students Stella
Whalley and Maggie
Wood
Left: What’s the
collective noun
for more than one
‘Thing’?

Spell of ingenuity creates
Aladdin’s magic
Six weeks in production, 1288 takes, 820 audio
grabs, more than 200 hours of singing in the
recording studio, 1.4 terabytes of film data and
hundreds of hours of filming and editing.... just
some of the statistics behind Junior School’s
extraordinary filmed production of Aladdin
Jr! When it became clear the annual musical
production could not be staged, Creative Arts
Co-ordinator Mr Andrew O’Connell, Musical
Director Ms Arlene Fletcher, Hoskins Centre
Facilities Manager Mr Michael Cornford and
Creative Arts ‘gappie’ Jessie Kininmonth threw
themselves into working with the students to
create a filmed version that is truly magical,
superimposing the actors against superb backdrops.
The team made the most of the wonderful facilities
of the Hoskins theatre, basement film studio and
Music Centre recording studios which only amplified
the enthusiasm and talent of Junior School boys and
girls. To see the extravaganza, go to:
https://armidale.instructure.com/courses/3809.

Clockwise from above: Mila Wright as Genie; The cast
and crew ‘come together’ for the final scene; Aladdin
(Andrew Alkhouri) and Jasmine (Chloe Dennison) take
a ride on the magic carpet; Kassim (Cormac Downes),
Babkak (Kaitlyn Baker) and Omar (Jack Wood) protect
the kingdom; Jafar (Peter Thompson) with his offsider
Iago (Ryne Wilkinson); Mr Michael Cornford records Peter
Thompson in front of the green screen; Aladdin and
Genie get their wishes
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Educators recognised at
industry awards
Three TAS staff were recognised for their outstanding achievements
at the annual joint awards of The Australian Council for Educational
Leaders and Australian College of Educators (New England) held in
Armidale on 30 October. Head of School Mr Alan Jones (centre) was
a recipient of the coveted William Walker Award for Excellence in
Educational Leadership, acknowledging four decades of positively
developing young people and most particularly his leadership of TAS
and its community following the death of Headmaster Murray Guest
last year. Since that time he has managed a community impacted
by drought, fires, the grieving for a Headmaster and more recently,
COVID-19 all on top of the normal demands of running a regional
boarding school.

The Alan Kerr Memorial Award for an outstanding teacher with two
to six years experience was presented to Mrs Rachel Piddington (left),
a teacher of mathematics with a particular passion for engaging with
students who struggle with maths in the middle years.
Mrs Piddington, who commenced at TAS as a boarding and maths
assistant, has also co-ordinated the implementation of the IB Middle
Years Programme in Middle School and coordinated Cricket, Netball and
led the Rangers Year 7 activities program.

Receiving the JA Sutherland Memorial Award for a Significant
Contribution to Education, Mrs Veronica Waters (right) was recognised
for pedagogical innovation in Junior School. Mrs Waters has been the
Junior School Curriculum Coordinator since 2013 and led the successful
candidacy and implementation of the International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Programme.

Long-serving staff farewelled
There were many accolades at Final Assembly in the last week of term,
but the loudest applause and a standing ovation was given to farewell
Mr Tim Scott for sterling service to TAS across four decades. Mr Scott
started working at TAS in 1979 in boarding and music, and apart from
a break of seven years at UNE, has devoted his career to educating
boys and girls in and out of the classroom, across generations at the
School. A former Director of Music, Creative Arts Coordinator and Tyrrell
Deputy Housemaster, he has also taught General Studies, junior Science,
Computing, Technology, Design and Technology, Metals, Timber,
Automotive, Robotics Electronics and Photography and in recent years,
used his wizardry in Junior School to deliver a unique STEM program
from K–5. On top of that, add apiarist, school photographer, chorister,
chess master, software coder, bus driver, mechanic, welder, oar repairer,
cadet signals manager and mentor.
Having come to TAS to teach Maths in 2006, Mr Will Caldwell has taken
on various roles including Tyrrell Deputy Housemaster, Housemaster of
Croft, Director of Co-curricular and Acting Deputy Headmaster. Perhaps
his greatest legacy is the TAS rowing program; highly-respected in the
sport as a rower and coach, he resurrected rowing at TAS in 2011 after
an 11 year hiatus. From a single Four that made the School’s debut
at the AAGPS Head of the River in 2012, the program has developed
to now involve around 23 boy and girl rowers from Years 11-12, with
highlights including a podium finish in the First IV event at the 2017
AAGPS Head of the River and numerous crew personal best times at
NSW Rowing and NSW Schoolgirls Head of the River regattas.

Mr Tim Scott as a computer teacher c1989

Also farewelled for their time at TAS were (right) Mrs Frances Tafra
(Business Office, 20 years), Dr Helena Pastor (English as a Second
Language), Miss Arlene Fletcher (PDHPE/Music/boarding), Ms Rachel
Holford (English) and Dr Inga Brasche (absent). The School thanks all
departing staff for their service and wishes them well.
Departing staff Mr Will Caldwell, Mrs Frances Tafra, Dr Helena Pastor,
Miss Arlene Fletcher, Ms Rachel Holford and Mr Tim Scott
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FROM THE

archives

Glass negatives to digital positives
Boxes of glass negatives of images taken at TAS from the late 1920s to
1940s have come to life thanks to the efforts of former UNE Archivist
Mr Bill Oates. The negatives and slides were taken by Solomon Studios
which was established by Henry Solomon in 1880. Mr Oates volunteered
his time to transfer more than 250 images from glass, to digital format in
the School’s Archive.
TAS is immensely grateful for Mr Oates for undertaking the project.
It is hoped they will be able to be accessed electronically by the TAS
community in due course.

A play, 1937

1935

Shooting c.1933

Time capsule reveals McConville Centre history
Early history of the McConville Centre was unearthed this month with
the recovery of a time capsule buried at the time of the building’s
construction in 1986. The centre was conceived and funded by the
TAS community as a memorial to housemaster, English teacher, rugby
coach and cadet unit commanding officer Ken McConville who was
killed during a cadet exercise in March, 1985. Two men behind the
fundraising appeal at the time, staff member Grant Harris and parent
Dennis Ritchard, decided the memorial service to Ken’s widow Barbie
on 12 December was the perfect opportunity for the time capsule to be
recovered and opened. The capsule comprised two champagne bottles,
one of which contained three photographs preserved by plastic wrap.
One of these (right) depicts the group of staff, parents and students who
undertook a two day trek from Point Lookout to the Nambucca plains in
Easter 1986 which raised, through sponsorship, $14,000 for the appeal.
The McConville Centre, completed at a cost of $140,000 was opened on
27 June the following year. It was the last TAS building designed by Old
Boy architect Reg Magoffin (1917-25).
Back row: John Hipwell, Dennis Muller, Robyn Coupland, John Forsythe, Jim
Graham, Terry Coventry, Sue Selby, Geoff Postle, Paul Griffiths, Grant Harris,
Alan Wilkinson, (front) Mark Ritchard, Michael Forsythe, Dennis Ritchard,
Barbara McConville, Kay Holswich.
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news

John Patrick van de Linde (68-69) died suddenly and unexpectedly on
12 August 2020. A talented woodworker, who loved playing his guitar
and working in his garden, his greatest love was for his wife Cora and his
two children Rosemary and Christopher.

Congratulations

A random tragedy took the life of Richard William Molesworth (6570), who died on 29 October 2020 after a tree limb fell onto the cab of
his vehicle as he was driving home from the gym at UNE following a
storm. Rick’s ‘semi-retirement’ to Armidale with his wife Keera 10 years
ago, followed a brief career in accounting and then in agriculture,
running a sheep and cattle property at Swan Vale between Inverell and
Glen Innes and operating a cattle and farming operation at Bingara.
His rich community involvement included service to the Rural Lands
Protection Board including a period on State Council, Inverell Shire
Council, Landcare, the National Party, Rotary and many other groups. At
the time of his death Rick and classmate John Treloar (65-70) had been
organising their 50 year reunion which was postponed until 2021. Just
weeks before his passing, Rick had enjoyed a weekend in Tenterfield
with life-long school friends Greg Cornelsen (63-70), Greg Cosh
(64-70), Grant Harris (65-70), Dick Hodgson (69-70) and Tim Rogers
(64-66). Our heartfelt condolences to his wife Keera and children Sophie,
Hamish and Georgie and their families. In his memory and in recognition
of his sense of community, friends and family have set up, through the
TAS Foundation, a Scholarship for a regional student to attend TAS;
for more information or to donate to this worthy cause, go to https://
thearmidaleschool.xportal.myxplor.com/donate and select The Rick
Molesworth Regional Boarding Scholarship.

OLD ARMIDALIANS'

Well done to Angus Webber (15-16) who on 7 November, became the
youngest person to become president of the New South Wales Young
Nationals. Angus last year graduated with a degree in finance from
Macquarie University, where he served as one of 20 members of the
university’s SRC as the Rural and Regional Representative. Angus says he
been heartened by a strong increase in membership numbers especially
from western NSW and as more young people from the bush seek to
have their voices heard in the wake of the drought. Amongst his plans
is to help build the party's profile and expand its base from one state
branch to local branches of Young Nationals across the state. Aside from
politics, he is currently working for the stockbroker Bell Direct as a broker
representative, and enjoys getting back to the family farm at Boomi
where harvest has been completed on the first crop of wheat since
2016. No doubt his late grandfather John Matchett (37-39) would have
been very proud.

Condolences
Belated acknowledgement of the death of Charles (Tubby’)
Sheardown AFC (30-32) who died on 4 September 2013 but whose
passing was not recorded in Binghi at the time. The exploits of pioneer
aviator Charles Kingsford-Smith inspired him immensely, and a
supportive uncle financed his flying lessons at Mascot, but only after
dairy cows had been moved off the grass runway. At the outbreak of
World War II, he enlisted with the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF)
and was subsequently honoured with the seldom-awarded Air Force
Cross for outstanding service as a flying instructor, and the King's
Commendation for Valuable Service in the Air. After the war he joined
the fledgling Trans Australia Airlines (TAA) as a first officer and captained
DC3 and DC4 aircraft.
Anthony (Tony) Evans (78-77) passed away unexpectedly from a
pulmonary embolism on 5 December 2019 at Dubbo NSW, just nine
days before his 60th birthday. After completing his education at TAS
where he was an inaugural boarder in the newly opened Abbott House,
he worked on a property at Pallamallawa near Moree, becoming farm
manager. Since 2005 he operated a contract hay baling business based
in Dubbo. Our belated sympathies to his brother Robert (64-69) who
informed us of his brother’s death. Robert writes that he is now semiretired but still runs a business inspecting crops throughout NSW and
QLD to assess suitability for seed production. He and his wife share their
time between a residence at Roseville in Sydney, and his work base at
Dalby, Qld.
After leaving school John Stewart Pengilley (61-65) returned to the
family properties ‘South Park’ and ‘Yarraman Park’ west of Quirindi and in
1994 bought ‘Yarraman’ at Coolah where he continued farming until his
death on 1 May, 2020. John spent his entire life on the land and despite
declining health, carried on throughout the recent drought caring for his
livestock. Our sympathies to his family, particularly his wife Lorraine and
grandchildren Isobel Pengilley (Year 9) and Archie Pengilley (Year 7).
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We have been informed of the passing of Douglas Johnston
Hamilton (46-49), late of Frenchs Forest, on 22 October 2020.

Round ‘n’ About
After re-reading the condolence notice of the late Harold ‘Titch’ Mills
(Binghi 184) David Coulton (72-77) got in touch with a great story his
father Keith ‘Sam’ Coulton MBE (39-46) told him about Titch.
“My father went to see Titch who was very ill and therefore bed ridden
shortly before he passed away. Titch could not move or talk. Dad spent
a few hours talking to him knowing full well that Titch wasn’t going to
communicate back to him. Dad had no idea whether or not Titch even
knew he was even there, talking to him. After some length of time Dad
went to leave. He gave Titch a hug and a kiss on the cheek. While Dad
was leaning over him, amazingly Titch said the words “ Turn again Little
Roma”.
These were the words of a song that they sang together at school to
the American ambassador whilst he was visiting TAS some 80 years
previously! This was a song composed by the music teacher who used
to be the organist at Westminster Abbey and who surprisingly found
his way to TAS. Incredible how the world works. The human spirit of
mateship is truly an amazing thing. The bond of mateship these men
forged at TAS is wonderful.”
Thanks David for recounting a terrific story.
After 50 years working in managing the commercial fishing industry on
the NSW North Coast, George Robinson (64-67) has retired to Skennars
Head near Ballina.
Bruce McWilliam (58-61) has kindly donated to the school library his
latest book, It Wasn’t Wall Street’s Fault: Para-macroeconomics with the
‘Out of Thin Air’ Factor.

Published by Pittsburgh, USA company Dorrance Publishing, the book
reflects on the causes of the Global Financial Crisis and solutions he
advocated to the White House in 2009.
Returning to Brisbane after many years working around the globe in
construction and engineering, is James Green (80-86). James reports
his last assignment was working at a copper mine in the Gobi Desert in
Mongolia. It must have been an incredible experience, James!

OAU holds AGM….
Following the cancellation of this year’s Reunion Weekend, the
postponed annual general meeting of the Old Armidalians’ Union was
held by Zoom on Tuesday 1 December. Stewart McRae (79-84) was
re-elected President; Tim Hughes (78-82) continues as Hon Sec, while
Sebastian Hempel (77-83) officially took on the reins as Hon Treasurer
for the next year. Craig Benham (82-87), David Lawson (90-93), Richard
Braham (84-85), Duncan McDonald (77-81) and Alistair Fenwicke (69-74)
return to the Committee for another three year term.
Meanwhile the Sydney Branch held its AGM on 30 November. Andrew
Erratt (74-79) was elected Chairman, Paddy Flower (62-63) Secretary/
Treasurer, while the committee comprises Nick Tuit (78-81), Rob Busby
(63-68), David Morrow (64-70), John Steuart (61-65), Jim Schwilk (69-74)
and Michael Pilcher (60-65).
…. and seeks view from members
Like any organisation, the OAU needs a generational refresh from time to
time. President Stewart McRae said 2021 provides an ideal opportunity
for the OAU to broaden its appeal and representation.
“With 2021 marking the five year anniversary of the graduation of the
first TAS Old Girls, it is timely for the OAU to hear about what members,
particularly those under 30, want from their alumni organisation and
how they can contribute to it,” he said.
“To that end, it is hoped that during the year we will be able to survey
members and develop strategies to respond accordingly.” To ensure you
have your say, please let the School know if you have recently changed
your contact details.
The OAU would also be interested to hear from former students who
have interest and skills in contributing to the governance of TAS and
the OAU. OAs are currently represented on the Board of Directors of The
Armidale School company, as Category O Members of The Armidale
School company (which sits above the Board), and of course, on the
OAU itself. For more information or to have a chat about what might
be involved, please get in touch with School Board Chairman Sebastian
Hempel (78-83) seb@hempel.id.au ; OAU President Stewart McRae
(79-84) stewartdmcrae@gmail.com; OAU Secretary Tim Hughes (78-82)
thughes@as.edu.au or OAU Sydney Branch Chairman Andrew Erratt (7479) andrew.erratt@outlook.com

Participants are encouraged to choose a sport between tennis/
rowing/cricket in the morning and then also participate in each of
the touch rugby, athletics, swimming and basketball in the afternoon.
The Challenge then culminates with a closing dinner where guests are
entertained by a debater from each school. At the last Gold Challenge
in 2018, over 540 GPS Old Boys took part in the Saturday competitions
on top of the more than 100 in the golf the day before, catching up with
old mates while also raising over $30,000 for Redkite.
TAS leavers from these year groups are now being sought to assist in
organising their cohort. If you’re able to help, please contact OAU Hon
Sec Tim Hughes at thughes@as.edu.au. More information: http://www.
gpsgoldchallenge.com.au

Special Memberships bestowed
The OAU welcomes four new women into the fold as members in
recognition of long service to the School, Old Armidalians and the
Union. Mrs Karen Tromp, a chartered accountant, served TAS on the
TAS Board from 2012 to June 2020. During this time she applied her
accounting, strategic thinking and pastoral skills with distinction for
the benefit of both current and future students, staff, parents and the
extended TAS community.
As the wife of the Headmaster, Mrs Joanne Guest gave outstanding
service to TAS for more than 20 years, never tiring in her support for past
students and the work of the Union.
Mrs Anne White worked in the Development Office at TAS from 1993,
when she was employed initially to assist with the organisation of the
School’s Centenary, until her retirement in 2014. During this time she has
been a huge asset to the Old Boys’/Old Armidalians’ Union in a variety of
ways; as editor of Binghi for two decades, assisting with organising Old
Boys’ Weekends and putting together souvenir booklets for for specific
year reunions and GPS OBU Council events.
Since starting at TAS in August 1987, Mrs Meg Sadler has garnered a vast
knowledge about Old Armidalians and their happenings in her various
roles at TAS, including administrative assistant specialising in current and
former student records, as the TAS boarders’ travel officer, and boarding
housemother. Her personal interest in and affection for students did
not stop when these boys left TAS and through her own detective work
she has brought many alumnus ‘back into the fold’. The four women
were presented with Certificates and gifts of memberships by President
Stewart McRae at a special morning tea on 26 November.

New date for GPS Gold Challenge
TAS has just been advised that, following its postponement due to
the pandemic, the GPS Gold Challenge has been set down for Friday
and Saturday 1-2 October, 2021 at St Ignatius College, Riverview. This
fantastic sporting and social event is held every two years for Old Boys
aged around 50; the 2021 event being for those GPS Old Boys who
finished Year 12 in 1987 and 1988.

Pictured above are OAU Hon Sec Tim Hughes, OAU Hon Treasurer Sebastian
Hempel, Meg Sadler, Karen Tromp, Anne White, Joanne Guest and President
Stewart McRae
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Reunion Weekend 2021
CALLING '1' REUNION ORGANISERS!

There’s no doubt it will be big! The date for Reunion Weekend 2021 has been tentatively set down for 30 July – 1 August, coinciding with the
last GPS rugby home game of the season, against The King’s School. Reunion Weekend 2021 hosting the postponed reunions of ‘0’ and ‘5’
leavers, but also the get-togethers of students who left TAS in a year ending in a ‘1’ or ‘6’. So the search is on - with some urgency - for OAs who
can assist in rallying their classmates for reunions. As is customary, it is expected that the official reunion dinners for 40 year leavers and above
will be held in the Dining Hall on the Saturday night of Reunion Weekend, with others at venues around town. Given it’s a ‘double header’,
accommodation and venues will be at a premium - so please don’t delay!
Thanks to Nick Tuit for being quick out of the blocks in offering to wrangle the 1981 leavers; Nick’s email is nick@cq.kwikcopy.com.au
and phone 0413 616 888.
If you’re able to help, please register with Tim Hughes (thughes@as.edu.au) or Emily Griffiths (egriffit@as.edu.au). Mark it in your calendar now!!

Legendary rugby tourists pay tribute to Barbie McConville
In late 1984, 29 TAS rugby players departed for a six-week rugby tour
of the UK accompanied by the late John Hipwell (manager), Grant
Harris (OA 65-70, tour co-ordinator) and the late Ken McConville
(coach). The tour against eight schools was a great success, even
more-so as preparation for the following rugby season when the TAS
First XV - often said to be the best in the School’s history was undefeated in 13 matches, including against St Joseph’s College
First XV.

So it was no insignificant tribute to the McConville family, their team
mate Andrew McConville (77-85), his brother David (75-80) and sister
Kim, that 20 of those 29 players returned to TAS on 12 December for
a memorial service for Ken’s wife Barbie, who passed away on 8 April
(see tribute in Binghi 189). The memorial service, held in the school
chapel followed by the McConville Centre, was attended by dozens of
former students from those who attended TAS in the 1950s through
to Old Boys and Old Girls from 2018, classmates of Barbie McConville’s
grandson Dan Lethbridge (05-18).

Below: Returning to TAS for Barbie McConville’s memorial service were members of the 1984 rugby touring side (back row l-r) Grant Harris, Malcolm
Terbutt, Stuart McDouall, Paul White, Michael Crawford, Greig Stier, Alistair Jones, Doug Steffensen, Jake Morse, Jock Coupland, Andrew Todd,
(front) Cameron Williams, Richard Browning, Mark Ritchard, Richard Tombs, Sam Bailey, Andrew McConville, Michael Forsythe, Andrew Irvine

