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Cover:  In a heartfelt tribute, senior students formed a guard 
of honour for Mr Alan Jones after his last Assembly as Head of 
School. (Photo: Tim Hughes)

Any reflections on my time at TAS 
need to be considered in that for 
much of that time Murray Guest was 
the Headmaster and the hours and 
hours that he and his wife Joanne 
dedicated to working so diligently 
to transform The Armidale School 
need to be acknowledged. Central 
to the reasons my wife Manuela 
and I decided to move to Armidale 
and to work at TAS was the fact that 
Murray had just been appointed and 
as most people know by now our 
friendship had developed during our 
time working together at Cranbrook 
School.

I cannot do justice in this brief 
report with regard to the wealth 
of experiences I have had in so 
many areas of involvement in the 
life of the School.  I feel so fortunate and thankful to have been able to have been a 
classroom teacher, Head of Croft House, First XV rugby coach for just over a decade, 
Dean of Students, a member of the cadet staff, Advisor and Deputy Headmaster. I 
have taught, worked with, coached and met an incredible array of fantastic people, 
sometimes in the most unforeseen or unpredictable circumstances. For me, it is that 
sense of being a part of a community, being part of the evolution of a great school, 
being able to transition from role to role and throughout all of this time being 
engaged with all of the TAS students I have encountered over the last two decades 
that has kept me refreshed and invigorated as each year here has unfolded.

All of this involvement in the life of the school would have been more than difficult 
to navigate without the support of Manuela. It seems that we have had the friends of 
our sons’ including many young, homesick boarders as visitors to our houses almost 
since the day we arrived. We both believe that our boys’ experiences at the school 
and the friendships they developed are intrinsic to their character and values today. 
It was a simple step for Manuela to take on the role of Housemother of White House 
when our sons finally left home and her impact on the lives of those young boarders 
cannot be measured. 

I have so many people to thank as mentioned before, far too many to name but all 
will know who they are and as well as remembering those friendships and working 
relationships any montage of memories would include all of the bus trips, my first 
abseil, freezing on Backfield, rugby triumphs and disasters, snow coating the grounds 
and buildings of the school, the charm of being greeted by students in the morning 
before lessons start, cadets slogging through a tough day out in the bush and on the 
Nymboida River, the drought, observing the beginnings of lifelong friendships as TAS 
students grasp opportunities and staring down the face of challenge, the bushfires 
and COVID!  

What I believe will linger forever will be my final assembly as the Head of School, that 
particular and special gesture from the students as they delivered the war cry ‘To The 
Old Boys’ and then formed a guard of honour as I walked out of Memorial Hall, was 
beyond expectation and my heartfelt gratitude goes to them all.

Mr Alan Jones - Head of School (Retired 30 June 2021)



vote of thanks
CHAIRMAN'S

 (Delivered by Mr Sebastian Hempel at the official farewell to  
Alan Jones as Head of School, 19 June 2021.)

We are here tonight to officially farewell Mr Alan Jones who will 
shortly be ending his tenure as the Head of School at The Armidale 
School, before retiring from teaching at TAS at the end of Term 3. 
His retirement also concludes 42 years of teaching in independent 
and government schools in NSW - a working life focussed on the 
wellbeing and growth of adolescents. 

Last year our school community was proud to nominate Alan for 
the William Walker Award for Excellence in Educational Leadership. 
The widespread respect for his leadership was evidenced by 
many testimonials that came from all sections of our community, 
all acknowledging a style of leadership that has changed school 
culture over the past 20 years through his direct impact in a variety 
of roles.

Alan has vocalised the importance for staff to be great teachers in 
the classroom but also involved in the wider lives of our students 
and exemplified this through his own teaching, sport coaching, 
involvement in cadets, leading pastoral care programs and 
involvement in the boarding life of the school. He stood beside 
students, parents and staff in their individual journeys through TAS, 
and was always keen to make genuine personal connections.

As a long-standing member of the School Executive, he has been 
the steady voice of reason, focussing on the important issues that 
match the school’s philosophy whilst still balancing staff and family 
expectations and within associated financial capacity.

However it is the way in which he has carried out the role of Head 
of School for which he is most admired.

Following the passing of our previous Headmaster and his long 
time personal friend, Mr Murray Guest in October 2019, Alan agreed 
to stand in as Acting Headmaster and was shortly afterwards 
appointed as Head of School by the Board.

Since then, he has managed a community impacted by drought, 
fires, the grieving for a Headmaster and, more recently, an ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, all on top of the normal demands of running 
a proud and successful regional GPS boarding school; a school 
that went co-ed only in 2016. He has done so with a thoughtful, 
compassionate and strategic approach accompanied by a sense of 
humour that has been appreciated by all.

Alan, in front of your colleagues and many significant friends and 
supporters of this fine institution, I express my sincere thanks and 
bid you farewell.

Mr Sebastian Hempel
Chairman, TAS Board

principal
FROM THE 

As I write to you for the first time as Principal of The Armidale School, 
I feel honoured and excited to be afforded the very great privilege 
of leading this wonderful school. I am extremely grateful to Mr 
Alan Jones for all that he has done during his long service at TAS, 
particularly over the past two years, and for the support he has shown 
me as I take on this role. While he is staying on in a teaching capacity 
and to support the Year 12 students through their final term, I know 
he will be greatly missed when he retires. I am also very aware that I 
have a tough act to follow. 

My husband Curtis and I moved to Armidale at the start of May and 
we have been very warmly welcomed into this community. Term 2 
has been a wonderful opportunity for us to settle into life in Armidale, 
meeting staff and some students and travelling around the State on 
the Regional Tour. I have especially enjoyed meeting so many of our 
families and alumni in our heartland and I have been so generously 
welcomed by them all.
 
I am fortunate to have had some wonderful opportunities in my life 
which started at school, with the support and encouragement of 
my family. One of the things that first drew me to TAS was the huge 
breadth and depth of experiences that we offer our students. The 
ability to try new things, to be challenged and learn both in and 
outside of the classroom, to experience success and grow from failure 
gives our students fundamental skills and an education which allows 
them to make choices when they leave school. Importantly, it also 
gives them the courage and confidence to pursue their chosen path 
in life.
 
My priority, for now, continues to be getting to know the students, 
the staff, and the school community. I am committed to ensuring that 
TAS continues to grow and to be progressive while still absolutely 
respecting the School’s deep history and traditions. To those of you 
I have yet to meet, I look forward to seeing you in due course and to 
hearing what it is that you value most about TAS.

Dr Rachel Horton
Principal

Dr Rachel Horton
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TAS to pioneer energy transfer technology 

As a Round Square school, TAS has a commitment to environmental stewardship. An 
exciting new project not only promises to move us from reliance on legacy energy systems 
towards a more carbon-neutral future, but does so by using cutting edge research and 
technology – only appropriate for an educational institution that promotes innovation and 
inquiry. 

Howard Leong from Key Energy and Business Manager Pat Bradley oversee the installation of the flywheels in an innovate energy storage system.  
Above right: One of the flywheels is lowered into place

A unique system that evens out energy consumption by storing surplus 
energy in underground spinning flywheels is being installed at TAS in 
what is a national first.

The project, expected to pay for itself with savings within five years, is 
a joint venture of the School and partners Key Energy and is the first 
energy storage system that inter-connects the electricity grid, solar 
batteries and long duration flywheels (run time of more than four hours).

Four flywheels have been installed, each weighing about five tonnes 
and secured in vacuum-sealed steel containers which are housed in 
underground capsules just east of the Belfield Courts. Each flywheel 
spins at a maximum of 9,000rpm, storing 32 kilowatt-hours of energy 
in kinetic form that can be released as required. Unlike batteries, the 
capacity of the flywheels is not degraded by use.

The system will complement a lithium-cobalt-manganese battery unit 
to provide a total site storage of just over 400-kilowatt hours. As part 
of the project, additional solar panels have been placed on the roof of 
the Hoskins Creative Arts Centre, boosting the School’s solar generation 
capacity to 145kW.

“The project is not just about generating more energy but storing it 
more efficiently and then distributing it more evenly, based on five years 
of usage data,"  TAS Business Manager Pat Bradley said. 

“As a boarding school with energy needs that vary around the clock, 
the system's prime function is to remove the regular spikes in our grid 
electricity consumption, which cost us very expensive network capacity 
penalties each month. As well as being an additional form of storage, the 
robustness of the flywheels means they can handle a rapid change in 
load better than chemical batteries which have a much shorter life span. 
While there are an increasing number of solar plus battery installations 
around now, it is the integration of batteries with the rugged mechanical 
inertia of flywheels to smooth grid demand which makes this installation 
unique.”

Key Energy General Manager Business Development Howard Leong 
said as a small commercial-scale test demonstration plant it is already 
drawing a lot of interest from the industry.

“Thanks to the generous support from The Armidale School in providing 
us a pilot demonstration site, we are able to showcase this amazing new 
technology from Amber Kinetics. By pairing it with a battery, we can 
improve the useful life of the batteries while also providing more value 
to TAS, and in a world first, we can study how the two technologies can 
be best used together,” he said. 

“We have received interest from a variety of energy retailers, distribution 
and transmission companies as well as engineering associations on 
this project, for applications in microgrids, off-grid stand alone power 
systems and as community storage. We would like to thank The 
Armidale School Board and staff for their support especially Pat Bradley, 
Susannah Warrick, Chet Davies and Gary Whitehill.”
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Girls Boarding expands
Continued growing interest in girls boarding throughout the year has 
resulted in Middle School Girls Boarding outgrowing Dangar House, 
just 12 months after moving there from the Girls’ Boarding House. 
As a result, the adjacent Moyes building was re-fitted internally and 
connected to Dangar by a security precinct, allowing Year 8 students 
to be accommodated together. There was much excitement and the 
girls even held their own ‘raffia’ cutting ceremony to mark the occasion. 
The expansion in Middle School girls'  boarding now replicates fully the 
structure for Middle School boys’  boarding in White House, where Year 8 
boys are together in the Deakin Wing opened in 2016 after Dangar was 
renovated as the inaugural home of TAS girl boarders. It was fitting that 
the move into Moyes happened at the end of National Boarding Week, 
an initiative of the Australian Boarding Schools Association.

A delegation of eight Year 9 and 10 students travelled to MLC School 
in Sydney in June to participate in the first Round Square conference 
in more than 12 months. Students from six Round Square schools 
across NSW gathered together for a Service-focused conference with 
the theme ‘re-igniting the flame’. There were presentations from Big 
Issue magazine and the Hats for Homeless organisation; discussions 
on authentic service, a homeless experience trip through Sydney, and 
a number of other cultural elements as well, including a harbour ferry 
tour with a specific focus on Aboriginal heritage. During the year TAS 
students have also participated in the global opportunities offered by 
Round Square ‘Postcards’, where a Round Square school somewhere 
in the world hosts a Zoom conference on a topic of their choosing. 
Colegio Gran Bretaña, Colombia, has explored the topic ‘Adventures at 
Home’; MLC School Sydney hosted a discussion ‘Women of the World 
- where do we stand?’ while Paradis International College, Romania 
facilitated: ‘Future Insights: A Propulsion into the Future of Jobs’. Despite 
the sometimes challenging time zones, the Postcards have been a 
wonderful way for our students to engage in issues with students from 
around the world in an accessible way.
 

Year 8 girl boarders perform an opening ceremony before moving into Moyes

Above:  William Brett, Tommy Burnett and James Collum put their hands to 
making beanies as part of the Hats for Homeless service project

Below: MLC School hosted the first Round Square conference in more than 
12 months

Round Square opens up
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Year 12s focus on tertiary life
With an eye on the future, 40 of our senior students gained insights 
into life beyond TAS at the Sydney Careers Expo at Moore Park on 4 
June, speaking with representatives of various tertiary institutions, 
the Defence Force and other industry groups. The Expo was preceded 
by an official tour of the University of Sydney and residential colleges 
St Andrew's, Women's and St Paul's where students were welcomed 
by some Old Armidalians.

Right: Timothy Lindeman and Alexander Fulloon check out Sydney 
Nanoscience Hub at the University of Sydney

Sweet Science skills
Year 10-04 Science students found a novel – and sweet – way to 
research a section of DNA in class this term. They mapped the genomic 
sequence with appropriate matching base pairs, by using lollies they 
had to colour code. Their efforts in making the ‘ladder sequence’ and 
then twisting it into a double helix shape to demonstrate how tightly 
DNA can coil was achieved in a novel way – and perhaps best of all, they 
got to eat it at all the end of class!

Meanwhile the Year 9/10 elective ‘Modern Medicine’ hosted a visit 
from local general practictioner and parent Dr Alex Draney on 7 June. 
Dr Draney shared her insights into the medical profession as well as 
offered some hands-on experience, teaching students how to suture on 
bananas and pig skin. 

Phoebe Ellis, Noushi Byrne and Isobel Pengilley with their sweet  DNA sequence

Marathon effort began in classroom
In and amongst another busy TAS weekend of sport, the Years 9/10 
Marathon Elective class contested the Bay2Bay Half Marathon in 
Gosford on 20 June. This was their final assessment for the course 
having spent Semester 1 training for the event. Despite some pretty 
miserable conditions everyone performed exceedingly well, with 
Charles Hunter winning the male 16-19 years division in a time of 1 
hour 25min and Lauren Earle crossing the line first in the female 16-
19 years in 1 hour 52min. 

Charles Hunter and Lauren Earle
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Economists share insights
Year 12 Economics students were privileged to be part of a Q&A 
panel session with three leading industry economists on 20 May, 
as guests of Shore School. Su-Lin Ong (RBC), Jo Masters (Ernst & 
Young) and Paul Bloxham (HSBC) answered questions that related 
to Monetary, Fiscal and External influences in the Australian 
economy currently, providing analysis and commentary from 
experts in the field. Students from Barker, Knox, Wenona, Loreto 
Kirribilli and SCEGGS were in attendance, with TAS attending 
via Zoom. The HSIE Department is grateful to Shore Economic 
teacher Mr Matt Fletcher for inviting TAS to be part of the forum.

Grace Thompson, Pierre Morcellet, Will Gilpin and Tom Tizzard amidst the chaos of ‘The Play that Goes Wrong’

When wrong was right for Drama students
It won Best New Comedy at the 2015 Laurence Olivier Awards and ‘The Play that Goes Wrong’ went absolutely right for the students of the Stage 5 
Drama elective ‘Make ‘em Laugh’ when they performed it at the Armidale Playhouse in the last week of term. Mastering dialogue, characterisation 
and comic timing were all a focus of the semester’s work and their performance was a fitting tribute to their efforts and highly entertaining to an 
appreciative audience.
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FEDERATION CUP
DEBATERS JOINTLY WIN 

After three months of debates and preparations, the TAS Federation 
Cup campaign wrapped up on 13 May, with TAS finishing in equal first 
place. It was the first year of TAS being part of this competition against 
Calrossy Anglican School and McCarthy Catholic College of Tamworth.
TAS fielded five teams – one from Stage 6, and two each from Stage 5 
and Stage 4, with our participation very much about giving any debater 
an opportunity to represent the School. Rounds were held at all three 
schools, with prepared debates for the rounds, and an impromptu 
format for the finals. All TAS teams had wins and losses throughout 
the competition, in all winning 13 debates. With our Stage 5 and 4 
teams debating each other in their respective divisions for third and 
fourth spot, there was great anticipation for the Stage 6 team, who 
had previously defeated Calrossy twice, but fallen to McCarthy College 
by just a point. However at the grand final in Tamworth it was again 
the tightest of losses, with the three adjudicators split in their decision 
but the debate ultimately going again, to McCarthy. Reflecting on the 
evenness of the competition, all three schools finished on equal points. 
The Federation Cup was also useful practice for those taking part in this 
year’s National Virtual Debating Competition which also started this 
term. TAS has entered teams in Stage 5 and 6 division as well as being 
the defending Stage 4 champions.

Debating captains Georgia Donoghue and Hudson McAllister and some of 
their fellow debaters with the Federation Cup, jointly won by TAS

Lawrence Campbell Oratory

The need for society to rediscover and enact on the spirit of idealism 
was the subject of Hudson McAllister's speech at the Lawrence 
Campbell GPS/CAS Oratory Competition this year held at Waverley 
College on 30 April. The competition is a challenging one, with 
speakers selecting one of three topics then having just 15 minutes to 
prepare an impromptu eight minute speech. Choosing 'My voice is in 
my sword', Hudson drew on the inspiration offered by the Kennedy 
'Camelot years', Chifley's 'the Light on the Hill' speech and in an 
animated and passionate delivery, urged us all to not succumb to 
complacency and pragmatism.

The biggest term for debating at TAS wrapped up with the Senior and 
Middle School inter-house competitions. An experienced Broughton 
outfit successfully affirmed the topic that ‘A one world government 
would be better for society’ against a youthful but enthusiastic Croft in 
the senior school competition whilst in Middle School it was Croft who 
took the points against Abbott, negating the proposition 'We should 
explore our own world before we explore space.'
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CROWNED WITH SUCCESS AT  
SHAKESPEARE CARNIVAL 
 
“All days of glory, joy and happiness”, wrote Shakespeare in King 
John (Act 3, Scene 4) – a sentiment equally applicable to seven 
TAS students who were crowned with success at the NSW & ACT 
Shakespeare Carnival in Sydney on 5-6 June. 
 
Emily Buntine, Jasper O'Neil and Grace Thompson won the Music 
category with their own composition 'Oh Romeo', inspired by 
Romeo and Juliet and Felicity Barton, Pierre Morcellet, Oliver Morse, 
Will Nash and Jasper O'Neil took out third place in the Ensemble 
category with a piece from Macbeth. 
 
As if that wasn’t enough, the group also took in two professional 
productions, Belvoir St Theatre’s interpretation of Chekhov’s classic 
play The Cherry Orchard and a powerful, moving Indigenous 
play The 7 Stages of Grieving by Wesley Enoch, at Sydney Theatre 
Company. Once again this year TAS hosted the regional final of the 
Carnival, which is run by the Sport for Jove Theatre Company in 
Sydney and aims to make Shakespeare relevant and accessible in 
new ways to students.

Crowned champions… (front) Emily Buntine, Jasper O’Neil and Grace Thompson 
won the Music category at this year’s Shakespeare Carnival state final while 
(standing) Oliver Morse, Will Nash, Felicity Barton, Pierre Morcellet, and Jasper 
O’Neil came third in the Ensemble category

William Mackson, who won the New England Piano Championship at the Armidale Eisteddfod, was among students from Year 2 to Year 12 who shared their 
talents in piano, cello, guitar, percussion, saxophone, violin and voice at this term’s Twilight Concert on 11 May 

Eisteddfod  
BRIMS WITH TAS TALENT

It is a month-long creative arts showcase 
and once again this year’s Armidale 
Eisteddfod shone a light on the talents and 
passions of TAS students. Performing in both 
competitive and non-competitive events, 
boys and girls from Transition to Year 12, 
staff and the broader school community 
celebrated the joy of music, drama speech 
and dance. 
Highlights from competitive sections for TAS 
ensembles included first placings to the TAS 
Clarinet Trio, TAS Camerata, Junior School 
String Ensemble, TAS Senior Jazz Ensemble, 
TAS Orchestra and pop ensemble TAS Band 
21, while securing second placings were 
K-6 String Ensemble, Middle School String 
Ensemble, TAS Piano Trio, TAS Big Band, Year 
5 Band and Year 11 Contemporary Band.

Outstanding individual achievements 
included William Mackson winning the New 
England Piano Championship 16-18 years, 
just ahead of runner up Maxwell Guppy; 
Aiden Swick being awarded the New England 
String Age Championship (16-18 years) and 
Alexander Gibson, runner up for the New 
England Vocal Age Championship (16-18 
years). Between them, the Thompson siblings 
Emily (violin), Abigail (cello) and Peter (cello) 
achieved 11 firsts, one second and two 
thirds, with Emily also being awarded the 
New England String Age Championship 
(Open) and coming third in the New England 
Championship 23 years and under (any 
instrument). Other first placings were won 
by Archie McDonald (Composition (Year 12, 
Course 1), Alexander Gibson (vocal – Lieder 
Open).

The Eisteddfod culminated in the Gala 
Concert, for which the Junior School TAS 
Trebles, William Mackson (piano) Emily 
Thompson (violin) and Steven Hopwood 
(vocal) were selected to perform.

Meanwhile several students also took part in 
the New England Dance Eisteddfod in early 
June, with Lydie Taylor winning the New 
England Dance Championship (solo 25 years) 
and Matilda Morse winning the 14 years 
Classical Championship.
All in all the Eisteddfods were again a 
strong affirmation of the participation and 
commitment of students, Music staff and 
peripatetic teachers and reflected how much 
creative life is valued by all at TAS.
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After last year’s Athletics championships was cancelled because of 
COVID-19 and then this year’s event was postponed from Term 1 due 
to a massive rain event saturating Wakefield, students embraced the 
opportunity to run, throw and jump for their houses in the second week 
of term.

Twenty two girls’ records were broken including four apiece by Lily 
Etheridge (18s) and Ashlee Morgan (12s). Tyrrell House won both inter-
house trophies. Two days later the heart of the school came alive with 
house spirit at the seventh annual Cloisters Run, a relay around a 300m 
circuit through the school starting and finishing beside the Boston Ivy-
covered cloisters in the Lawrance Quadrangle. 

The exciting spectacle lived up to expectations for students and staff 
who cheered on runners around the course. Once again Tyrrell House 
was in the winners circle (or should that be quadrangle?) taking out the 
girls relay while Croft House was the fastest team in the boys event.

Records fall at Athletics Championships

Saddling up at Coona
In a range of disciplines, the nine equestrians who made 
up the TAS team had plenty of focus and success at this 
year’s North West Expo at Coonabarabran. Riders competed 
in events as varied as dressage, showjumping, working 
horse challenge and combined training, with all riders 
coming home with at least one blue ribbon. Robin Henry 
was awarded preliminary dressage champion and overall 
12 year old reserve champion; in the 16 years Toby Michell-
Smith was named overall reserve champion and sporting 
reserve champion and Brooke Tudor took out the champion 
Galloway hack. 

Isabella Crawford winds up her discus throw

Taliesin Ruming leaps for Croft House Olivia Cannington, Karen Baker, Liam Hunt and Isaac Gerdes spring through the school in the Cloisters Run

Charlotte Craig in action at 'Coona'



Binghi 193 - 11 Co-Curricular

Top: Hugo Broun gets a run for TAS 
Bottom L: Incoming Principal Dr Rachel Horton spent the carnival  
mentoring junior referees including TAS students Charlotte Brunyee and 
Bridget Burnett 
Bottom R: The TAS team in this year’s carnival

Fred Kearney, Stirling Munsie, Tom Forsythe and Sam Skipper were called 
up for rugby representative honours this term

The New England weather threw up its challenges but it was the coastal 
teams which took out the top honours at the 16th TAS Rugby Carnival 
held on 17-18 April. 

In Sunday’s final between the top teams of the two pools, Lennox 
Head Trojans held out Wollongbar 29-5, while in the number two final, 
Coffs Crusaders defeated Mid North Coast 41-0.  But while Mid North 
Coast walked off the field without any points, they left the carnival with 
the most prestigious trophy, the Canterbury Team of the Carnival for 
the team that were voted by others as best displaying the values of 
sportsmanship on and off the field. 

The Spirit of Rugby relay, involving four players from each team, was 
won by Avoca Beach Rugby Union Club.

After the cancellation of last year’s event and due to pandemic 
considerations, this year’s carnival comprised only non-metropolitan 
teams, from Moree south-east to the Central Coast. It was the first TAS 
Rugby Carnival for this year’s special guest, incoming Principal Dr Rachel 
Horton, an international rugby referee who spent the weekend on the 
sidelines as a referee coach.

COASTAL TEAMS TAKE THE HONOURS  
AT 16TH TAS RUGBY CARNIVAL

Charlotte Craig in action at 'Coona'

Four TAS boys have been mixing it with some of the best young rugby 
players in the state this term, pulling on representative jerseys.

Year 12 students Tom Forsythe and Sam Skipper were selected into 
the Combined AAGPS White (Third XV) rugby team and spent a week 
training in Sydney at The King’s School before playing NSW Country 
Under 18s on10 June – a team that included First XV prop Stirling 
Munsie (Year 11), whose inclusion had been via the NSW Juniors 
pathway. As a result of his performance with Country under 18s, Stirling 
was then named in the NSW Junior Opens side which was to play 
Sydney vs NSW Opens Junior Barbarians on 27 June and NSW Schools 
1 and 2 on 3-4 July, before all matches were cancelled due to COVID 
lockdown.

Meanwhile Fred Kearney, Year 10, was selected for the Presidents XV  
(Combined AAGPS under 16s) squad and after a weekend of training 
at Newington College, ran on for Presidents XV A who defeated 
Independent Schools Association II in the first match of an under 16s 
rep competition that also included Combined Associated Schools, 
Combined Catholic Colleges and Combined High Schools, in Sydney 
on 19-20 June. Unfortunately the final, between GPS A and B sides was 
called off due to poor weather and the status of selecting an under 16s 
schoolboy team was unclear at the time of Binghi going to press. 

Rugby players selected for rep duties
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TAS takes rugby but Sydney Boys' High wins  
Hannon Harris Cup

James White, with Oliver Morse in support, attempt to steal the ball for TAS 
in the 16s football game

TAS Senior Prefect Rocco Louis presents the Hannon and Harris 
Cup to Sydney Boys High captain Jivan Naganathan

A convincing 80-0 victory over Sydney Boys High First XV and wins 
in four of five other rugby matches reflected TAS’ dominance on the 
paddock but it was not enough to retain the Hannon and Harris Cup for 
competition in five sports on 18-19 June.

TAS welcomed more than 200 students and staff for ‘High Weekend’, 
always a highlight on the sporting calendars for both schools. 

On Friday evening the visitors took out both Junior and Opens 
basketball matches. TAS won the Opens football game under lights and 
in the rain at Doody Park on Friday night, but were overwhelmed in 
both 14s and 16s games on Saturday.

At the TAS small bore range on Saturday morning the hosts were leading 
until the final detail, delivering High the competition for the Tank Shell 
Shield, scoring 1279 points to 1228. 

High were too strong in the Junior and Senior tennis and took out the 
16s rugby and rugby relay, but rugby. TAS notched up convincing wins 
in 13s, 14s, 15s, Second and First XV. 

Ultimately though, High took out nine of the fixtures to TAS’ six, giving 
the Sydneysiders the Hannon and Harris Cup for the first time since 
2015.

Blair Eichorn attempts to get the ball away in the 15As match

Lachlan Hunt wind coaches Harry Schneider

TAS Shooters Lachlan Hey, Alex Hall and Georgia Donoghue present the 
Tank Shell Shield to high shooting captain Jefferey Lee and teammates

Sofia Paris returns a ball in the tennis 
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TAS was well represented at ceremonies to commemorate the 
centenary of two Great War memorials that both have a rich 
connection to the school community. Isobel Pengilley, Joshua Miron 
and Lara Benham sang as part of the TAS Chapel Choir at a service to 
mark the centenary of the picturesque Gostwyck Chapel on Sunday 
16 May. All Saints Anglican Church Gostwyck was built in 1921 in 
memory of Major Clive Collingwood Dangar M.C. (1882–1918), who 
owned Gostwyck Station at the time of his death. CC Dangar was one 
of the original 1894 students at TAS, was the first Old Boy to join the 
School Board and served in the Boer War. In the First World War he 
was the Brigade Major for the 3rd Light Horse when a bomb dropped 
on the Brigade Headquarters during the Second Gaza Engagement 
in Palestine in 1918. He was shipped back to Australia but died just 
days after his return, from injuries from the attack. A donation from his 
widow Mrs Nora Dangar enabled the ‘C.C. Dangar Memorial House for 
Juniors’ (now Middle School girls boarding) to be built.

On 24 May 2021 a service was held at Dangarsleigh War Memorial, 
designed and built by Alfred H Perrott of 'Chevy Chase' Armidale, to 
mark 100 years to the day that it was unveiled on what used to be 
Empire Day. The TAS Cadet Unit has provided the catafalque party 
for the Dangarsleigh Anzac Day service since 1979. The Unit was 
represented by SUO Lily Etheridge and Guard Drummer Hugo Catterall; 
Noushi Byrne and Essie Lindeman sang with New England singers; 
Perrott family descendants and Old Armidalians Bill Mitchell (82-87) 
presented a message on behalf of Adam Marshall MP and Alan Perrott 
(78-83) gave a history of Empire Day, while Rev'd Chris Brennan (82-87), 
a great-nephew of Frank Brennan who is among those honoured on 
the memorial, blessed a tree planted to commemorate the centenary. 

Above: Lily Etheridge and Hugo Catterall at the Dangarsleigh Memorial 
Below: Isobel Pengilley, Joshua Miron and Lara Benham at All Saints 
Chapel, Gostwyck.

 great war memorials
TAS A PART OF CENTENARY EVENTS FOR
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In services across Armidale on Anzac Day TAS 
students paid their tributes to the fallen. A 
number of girl boarders braved the elements 
to attend the Dawn Service; at Dangarsleigh 
Memorial Henry Mitchell, a descendant of the 
Perrott family who built it, read the prologue; 
the TAS Cadet Unit’s ceremonial guard 
distinguished themselves at both Dangarsleigh 
and the main Armidale service where two 
prefects laid a wreath on behalf of the School. 

Normally if Anzac Day falls during term time 
the entire cadet unit marches in the main 
town parade however in light of COVID-19 the 
Armidale RSL sub-branch limited participation 
to veterans only. Two days later at the School's 
Anzac Service special guest Dr Peter Gaden 
(OA 2000, RAN ret'd) shared his own reflections 
from Anzac Day at school and years later, 
aboard HMAS Melbourne.

“It was 21 years ago today that I stood amongst 
you as a Year 12 student at TAS doing this very 
dawn service parade. I was in the Guard, I was 
cold, tired, and I just wanted the service to 
finish so that I could get my jumper back on. I 
was listening to the names being read from the 
Honour Roll – names from a past time, names 
that didn’t seem too relevant to me. 
 
Twelve years after leaving school on Anzac Day 
I was standing on the flight deck of the Frigate 
HMAS Melbourne. I was her Medical Officer, we 
were somewhere in the Red Sea in the Middle 

East Area of Operations on Operation Slipper. 
The Executive Officer was reading the names 
of the significant number of Naval ships that 
had been sunk with all souls lost within the 
visible horizon. We were an active warship in 
sacred seas. I was hot, tired, and a small part of 
me wanted the service to finish so I could get 
inside into the air conditioning.  
 
It is sometimes difficult to understand why 
it is with gratitude that we should pause to 
remember. We must remind ourselves that we 
have enjoyed the benefits of this peace and 
easy existence, which was purchased at the 
cost of many lives.  
 
The names that you will hear today are not 
just names. I have a heavy heart because there 
have been new names added to that list since 
my school days – names from a very recent 
and relevant past.  When I was in Year 10 
standing here with you, I was in the Guard but 
I was also the Corporal of 4 Platoon. Standing 
amongst you on Front Field was my Lance 
Corporal. He was a cheeky short red head who 
could get a fire going to warm up the platoon 
no matter how wet, cold and miserable the 
conditions. I knew him affectionately as Fuss 
– you will hear his name being read out today 
as Lieutenant Michael Fussell, who was killed 
in Afghanistan in 2008. I can see now that 
these names are your platoon mates, your 
classmates, your friends, your brothers. 

We must remember that Veterans are not just 
of past forgotten wars - some of my friends 
and family are themselves veterans, despite still 
being in their 20’s and 30’s. In my current role 
as a civilian General Practitioner, I look after a 
significant number of Veterans. I can tell you 
first hand that Operational Deployments take 
their toll. Scars both visible and hidden can 
last a lifetime. Whilst I am extremely proud to 
honour and care for our Veterans, I have great 
sadness that we are still resorting to war and 
conflict in this day and age. 
 
Serving the nation takes many forms, not 
just the Armed Forces. Join a community 
organisation like the SES or bushfire brigade, 
volunteer to coach a kids soccer team, take 
an elderly resident shopping. Check on you 
neighbours. Take care of your community. If 
each of you embodies the Anzac spirit in your 
own way, we will honour them. 
 
The men and women who forged the Anzac 
spirit understood the values of respect, 
independence, freedom and community. 
Above all, they possessed a willingness to 
defend these things when need be. Freedom 
only survives as long as we have people who 
are willing to defend it. That is the spirit Anzac 
handed down to us. If we lose that Anzac  
spirit, we lose all. Lest we Forget.”

ANZAC SPIRIT HONOURED

Prefects Lachlan Galbraith and April Draney lay a wreath at the Armidale service

Perrott family descendant Henry Mitchell 
reads the oath at the Dangarsleigh service

Below Centre: Dr Peter Gaden (RAN ret’d), centre, 
with Cadet Unit Commanding Officer Mr Angus 
Murray and Head of School Mr Alan Jones at the 
TAS service
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PALLIATIVE CARE
Pedalling for 
Cycling for a cause, pedalling with purpose, almost 200 members 
of the TAS community took to their bikes on 2 May for an inspired 
event that said so much about the school and what it stands for. With 
the cancellation of the Tour de Rocks due to COVID-19, there was a 
void in the TAS Triple Crown offering – and an opportunity to create 
something special for students, staff, parents and friends of the school 
alike. Challenge and Service Coordinator Mr Jim Pennington devised 
a 100km circuit that took in the autumnal beauty of the New England 
whilst also being both challenging and safe for riders of all ages, with 
the picturesque Gostwyck Chapel at the centrepiece.  One hundred and 
four students were joined by 21 parents, 10 staff and 43 members of the 
TAS/Tour de Rocks community for the 100km journey – the youngest 
being Year 6 student Hamish Pengilley, the most senior, current TAS 
grandparent Mr Malcolm Ross, in his mid-70s. In addition, 15 Junior 
School students, their parents and Head of Junior School Mr Ian Lloyd, 
rode the 14km stretch from Gostwyck Chapel to Uralla. The event was 
not just about the Triple Crown, with the central goal being to raise 
funds to purchase a portable oxygen concentrator for the Palliative Care 
Wing of the Armidale Hospital. Glorious weather was on the side of the 
riders and the marshalls, caterers and support drivers who all generously 
gave their time to make it possible. 

Top: Joshua Bourke led the Junior School contingent from Gostwyck 
Chapel to Uralla

Above: Riders enjoy a downhill run after Invergowrie

Left: Head of School Alan Jones presents a portable oxygen concentrator 
for the Armidale Hospital Palliative Care Unit to Kim Taylor, watched on 
by Kay Endres (Tour de Rocks) and Mark Bullen (Armidale Bicycle Centre) 
who gave so much support to the TAS 100 and Hunter New England Health 
mental health care professional Fiona Simmons
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House Spirit
INSPIRES DEBATERS

Should we be learning more about the unexplored 95 
percent of our oceans before we spend trillions seeking to 
colonise space, or does humankind need a blank canvas 
to start again knowing the errors of the past? The grand 
final of the Middle School Inter-House debating on the last 
day of term raised some big ethical, environmental and 
economic issues as Abbott and Croft House tackled 'We 
should explore our own world before we explore space.' 
Croft House secured the win in what was regarded as one 
of the most even Middle School inter-house debating 
competitions in recent years, with a number of students 
experiencing debating for the first time. 

newsMIDDLE SCHOOL

Capital visit by Year 6
It was the first trip to the nation’s capital for most of 
Year 6 who spent Week 3 in Canberra to support their 
understanding of their International Baccalaureate unit 
Individuals and Societies: 'People, through governance, 
were significant in the democratic changes that Australia 
made to become a nation.' Their understanding of 
democracy was heightened by visits to (new) and 
Old Parliament Houses, the Australian War Memorial 
and the Australian Mint. Training simulators at the 
Institute of Sport and an ‘epic’ adventure playground 
at the Arboretum were a popular way of exerting 
physical energy, while a night-time trip to the Dinosaur 
Museum was a particular favourite. The students were 
also delighted to meet past TAS parents and Canberra 
residents Mr Lindsay and Mrs Rae Foot, who each year 
bring homemade cupcakes as a treat. 

R: Pitting their logic and wit against each other 
were (l-r) Tom Burgess, Harriet Crawford, Camilla 
Coupland, Polly Thibault (Abbott House), Robin 
Henry, Stella Maroulis, Jack Coddington and 
Charlotte Craig (Croft)
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The tales of Little Red Riding Hood, Sleeping Beauty and Jack and the Beanstalk were given a makeover in hilarious 
fashion when Middle School students presented ‘Revolting Rhymes’ in the Hoskins Centre this term. Roald Dahl’s 
wicked retellings of famous nursery rhymes was brought to life by an enthusiastic ensemble cast and supported by 
the Middle School Technical Production Team in a show filled with energy and fun. Director Mr Andrew Wheatley 
and Assistant Directors Bridget Burnett (Year 11) and Felix Hruby (Year 10) brought out the best in both the actors 
who not only showed their creative flair but a well-developed sense of comic timing, and the technical crew whose 
lighting, sound and backstage skills brought it all together.  

As Mr Jones said, “Putting a school show on stage to give students the experience of performing is a good thing, 
but really committing to a program that makes sure it is a professional level performance is a character-shaping 
experience that alters expectations and the understanding of what can be achieved if a team really works together.”

REVOLTING
MIDDLE SCHOOL PRODUCTION WAS JUST

Filter fun
This term in STEM - Design, Year 6 investigated ‘Water as a Global 
Resource’, understanding the various ways in which our waterways 
can become polluted. After some careful research on already 
established water filters in the market, students were challenged 
with designing and building their very own water filter out of 
‘every-day’ materials - socks, pebbles, charcoal and coffee filters all 
popular choices. On 4 June students, including Mima Atkin, Sasha 
Macarthur-Onslow and Halina Saunders (right), put their filters to 
the test using flowing fresh water collected from Black Gully which 
runs through the school.
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newsJUNIOR SCHOOL

A wider world of understanding 
Just as Activities Days in senior school open students to a range of 
experiences, boys and girls in Junior School embraced a diverse 
program of new understanding on 18 June. Education Interactive’s 
Forensic Science sessions kept students engaged throughout the 
morning, as they learnt about the process and methodology used in 
solving crimes, using microscopes, DNA matching, finger printing and 
logic. In alternating sessions, students were treated to a workshop on 
Indigenous identity, connection and culture, guided by local Aboriginal 
leaders, Bruce Cohen and Fiona Lovelock. As part of the program ‘Bing 
Binni’, students and staff were guided through developing a deeper 
understanding of the Acknowledgement of Country, learnt about and 
participated in a 'Yarning Circle', and enjoyed some rock art activities. 

Year 5 participated in a hands-on program called 'Switched On' run 
by Thalgarrah Environmental Education Centre that included circuit 
making, testing for insulators and conductors, sending messages 
using Morse Code and discussions about different energy sources. 
The focus for Transition was on the environment, in particular how to 
reduce, reuse and recycle, which fitted into their current International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Unit Of Inqury ‘We learn about the world by observing 
and investigating.’ The boys and girls sorted rubbish, drew pictures 
about how they could help (after discussions on how it is everyone’s job 
to help), and looked at the effect of oil spills, through play. The children 
brought in recyclable items from home to make a craft item and also 
clothes and toys they had outgrown, to donate to charity. Fiona Lovelock introduces students to the Yarning Circle

Sansa Ranawake becomes part of a crime scene Sophie Banister, Layla Abu Assab, William Cooper-Fillios and Tom 
Loxley use microscope technology to solve a ‘crime’

Mila Wright, Lucy Taylor and Harriet 
Coupland wire up some circuits 

Getting a grip on leadership
The Year 5 student leaders and SRC reps took a lot from a GRIP 
Leadership workshop, held at the Ex-Services Club on 10 May. The 
workshop was highly interactive which engaged and motivated our 
students and enhanced their leadership skills. Students set up their 
action plans, focussing on what they wanted to – invent, introduce, 
implement and improve. It was a terrific day and built upon the work on 
leadership Mr Jones had undertaken with them in class, earlier  
in the year.
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Authors draw on imagination 
It all starts with the eyes! Two Australian author/illustrators shared 
the art of creating characters and bringing them to life with Junior 
School students on 28 May when they visited as part of the Booked 
In Children’s Literature Festival tours. Sandy Flett worked with boys 
and girls to come up with a humorous story about James, Julia and 
Jack the Alien Christmas Tree who get lost in a taco shop! In another 
session Gabrielle Wang told students to discard the first idea they 
think of and explore something more unique, showing them how 
to draw her mythological creature called Peng. The tour built on the 
creativity sparked during National Simultaneous Storytime the week 
before, where students watched an astronaut read the story 'Give me 
some space!' by Philip Bunting, from the International Space Station 
and Kindergarten created artworks of themselves in space. Now in 
its 21st year, National Simultaneous Storytime is an event where a 
picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and 
illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, 
childcare centres, family homes, bookshops and many other places 
around the country.

Gabrielle Wang spoke at the Children’s Literature Festival Tour

Biology mentored across the years
Why is the sky blue? Why do some planets have gravity? Why does the 
moon disappear? Or does it? Mrs Hardin’s Year 2 class have had some 
big questions as they have delved into the IB unit ‘How the World Works’ 
with the central idea of ‘Changes in the sky and land may impact our 
environment’.
So when they needed a little help in looking at "Why do some leaves 
lose their leaves in Autumn but others don't?”, it was time to call in 
the experts! Enter Mr Currell and his Year 11 Biology class who were 
studying something quite similar and were ready for the challenge.
Questions were answered, knowledge broadened and both year groups 
loved collaborating with each other in a similar field of interest – only 
being left to ponder, are Evergreens truly forever green? The Year 2 
‘brainiacs’ thanked Mr Currell and his class for a fun lesson.

Year 11 student Emily Palfreyman helps Freddie Post and Duncan Klabe 
(Year 2) look at the role of chlorophyll in leaves

Thank you Mum!
There was pampering aplenty in the Hoskins Centre on 8 May as 
Junior School students treated their mothers, grandmothers and other 
important women to some special attention at the Junior School 
Mother's Day lunch. Painting nails, giving back rubs and hand massages 
were among the ways our students expressed their affection and 
gratitude for the role these special women play in their lives.

Oliver Maxwell added a splash of colour to the fingernails of his mother 
Yoala Maxwell

JUNIOR SCHOOL
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From the Chair of the Foundation

Building Fund
The TAS Foundation Building Fund helps the School maintain the 
stunning campus and build the necessary infrastructure needed by our 
students and staff. The Voluntary Building Fund donations from school 
fees are an essential component to this Fund, but it also relies on the 
generosity of donors.

McConville Centre Upgrade
The McConville Centre was built in the memory of past teacher, 
housemaster, rugby coach and cadet leader Mr Ken McConville and it 
is in need of some loving restoration to its verandah as well as much 
needed disabled access. This appeal was conceived and will be led 
by the 1984/1985 rugby players including the British Isles Rugby 
Tourists whom Ken led on a very successful eight match tour. It is fully 
supported by the School and the Foundation.  

Scholarship Fund
Scholarships and means-tested bursaries are essential for many families 
wanting to send their child to TAS. This fund is a vital component of the 
Foundation’s ability to support our community.

Murray Guest Scholarship
During his 21 years as Headmaster at TAS, Murray Guest had an indelible 
impact on thousands of students and hundreds of staff, educating, 
supporting and inspiring them to be the best they can be. Under his 
visionary and innovative stewardship, The Armidale School has grown 
and flourished. In his memory, the TAS Foundation has launched the 
Murray Guest Scholarship which will assist a worthy student attend TAS, 
who otherwise would not be able to do so.

Indigeneous Student Support Fund
This vitally important fund provides our indigenous students with 
access to the full breadth of co-curricular opportunities available at TAS. 
Application for assistance from the ISSF is made by families and students 
who are encouraged to use this Fund to explore their potential and gain 
valuable lifelong experiences.

Rick Molesworth Scholarship
The Molesworth family have established a new scholarship called the 
‘Rick Molesworth Regional Boarding Scholarship’ in honour of Rick 
who tragically passed away in 2020. This scholarship will be awarded 
to a new Year 9 student who best exemplifies a desire to participate 
in the full co-curricular life of the school. We would like to encourage 
donations to this fund in the hope that it can assist many families in 
future years to send their son or daughter to TAS.

The future of the School  
in our hands

In the decades to come there will be many reports written on 
life in the age of COVID-19; when and where it started, how it 
started and how we were all affected by it. It is far from over 
as we know, and the true economic and social impacts of this 
time are yet to be fully understood and analysed. This global 
pandemic, the first one in 100 years, cast a shadow over the 
past 12 months and the TAS Foundation was not immune 
from its grip. For the Armidale and New England community, 
COVID-19 followed on from the three years of extreme drought, 
water shortages and fire. We also started 2020 recovering from 
the death of Headmaster Murray Guest yet marvelling at the 
strength of Alan Jones as he took the helm and has guided the 
School magnificently to the point where our new Principal Dr 
Rachel Horton was sought and can now confidently take her 
place. It has been a period of extraordinary change which has 
demanded much from us all, and yet each challenge was met 
by a deep sense of community and connection that has been 
our bedrock. It is in the light cast by this community that the 
TAS Foundation grows and prospers.

Every small donation you can make affects the positive impact 
the Foundation can have for the School. From the funds 
available for scholarships, fee assistance for families, building 
and restoration work, it is all vital for the future of TAS. 

Please join me in making a tax-deductible gift to one of the 
projects listed right, via the link: 
https://thearmidaleschool.xportal.myxplor.com/donate

David Fenwicke, Chair, TAS Foundation

newsFOUNDATION
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newsOLD ARMIDALIANS'

Congratulations
100 not out!
Despite his protestations that "they only roneo 
them off in Canberra", Eric Carter (34 -37), 
below, was quite chuffed to receive a nice 
letter from the Queen for his 100th birthday on 
5 May. It was as recent as Remembrance Day 
last year that he handed in his driving licence 
“pleased that the occasion was coincidentally 
marked by the Last Post, played at the Motor 
Registry Office just as his blemish-free licence 
held for 82 years was converted to an ID card,” 
his son Reg Carter reports. Very happy belated 
birthday wishes to Eric on behalf of all the TAS 
community. Does this make Eric the oldest 
Old Armidalian? We will share some of his 
memories of TAS life in the 1930s in the next 
edition of Binghi.

Armidale cattle producer Bill Mitchell 
(82-87) won the 2021 Meat & Livestock 
Australia Producer Innovation Award for his 
remote cattle weighing system, Optiweigh, 
that enables in-paddock weighing and 
monitoring. Optiweigh is a fully portable 
in-paddock weighing system that works in 
all environments, does not require animal 
training, and does not require installation of 
additional infrastructure. Bill was presented 
with his award at the Rabobank Beef Industry 
Awards dinner in May in front of an audience 
that included the Prime Minister – whose 
picture wearing an Optiweigh cap has 
appeared in the online satirical publication The 
Betoota Advocate! Also on the Optiweigh team 
are Anthony Chick (81-90) and Maxwell 
Lawrie (05-13).

Twin brothers David and Edward Liston (03-
07) were co-founders of a unique Australian 
art event on June 5 which attracted national 
media coverage. At the inaugural Incognito 
Art Show held at Verona Studio in Paddington, 
Sydney, more than 1500 artworks by 15 of 
this year’s Archibald, Sulman and Wynne prize 
finalists, other well-known Australian artists 
and amateur artists and students (including 
from TAS), were sold for just $100 each. The 
catch? The buyer was only able to learn the 
identity of the artist, after purchasing the 
work. The show was a sell-out success and 
raised more than $70,000 for Studio A, an 
organisation that helps artists who have 
intellectual disabilities.

Congratulations to David Layzell (91-93) 
who was elected to NSW Parliament for the 
Nationals, in the Upper Hunter by-election on 
22 May. Prior to his election, David worked as 
an engineer for privately owned construction 
company Roberts Co and previously, at 
Lendlease and in construction in the mining 
sector. In his Inaugural Speech to Parliament 
on 9 June, David spoke about how his time 
at TAS informed his passion for regional NSW: 
“where the boarders took me out to their 
world of rural and regional NSW, the creeks 
and back paddocks, running tractors and dusty 
cattle yards, hectic shearing sheds, sleeping 
in swags under the clear night skies….and I 
discovered Banjo Patterson’s romantic sense 
of the bush, but it’s an education that no 
classroom can provide.  It broadened my world 
to see what a hard life, yet a really rewarding 
life, it can be for those people who toil on the 
land – and it was just the start of my love of 
agriculture, and farming, and most importantly, 
the people who live in regional NSW.” David is 
the second Old Armidalian to hold the seat, 
following George Souris AM (61-67).

Jonathon Beveridge (93-05) married Cara 
Jeffries on 27 March in Forster, Cara’s home 
town. The best man was James Flower (96-
05). Jonathon and Cara are now residing in 
Sydney, with Jonathon serving aboard HMAS 
Canberra. 

Samuel Finlayson (11-16) was in March 
named by The Land newspaper as one of 
agriculture’s ‘young leaders to watch’ for his 
work building marketing opportunities for 
his family’s Verified Black Angus Beef branded 
product Three Creek Beef. Starting in 2016 the 
company began exporting beef to the Chinese 
market and had grown to turn off around 300 
head a month prior to COVID. Earlier this year 
Sam graduated from UNE with a Bachelor of 
Languages and International Business, with a 
Major in Mandarin and a Minor in Economics. 
Sam has also been involved in the Angus 
Youth Consultative Committee and the 
GenAngus Future Leaders Program.

The bride’s family garden on the outskirts of 
Armidale was the ideal setting for the wedding 
of Ben MacDougall (09-15) and Claudia Nash 
on 24 April. Claudia’s elder brother Andrew 
Nash (08-11) piped Claudia and her father 
John to the ceremony, whilst younger brother 
Will (Year 10) sang during the signing of the 
register. 

Ben was well supported by a large number 
of old schoolmates including best man Jock 
Jackson (09-15), groomsman Max Alcorn 
(09-15) and Will Claridge (07-15) who 
was a highly entertaining MC. Ben has just 
completed his Master of Education and is now 
teaching at TAS, where is he also the Master in 
Charge of Rowing.
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Round ‘n’ About
Continuing a tradition of more than 120 years, seven former students are in residence at Sydney 
University’s St Paul’s College, with this year’s Father & Sons Dinner in May proving to be a TAS 
reunion of sorts. Pictured are (l-r) Michael Forsythe (81-86), Henry Hughes (13-18), Harry 
Forsythe (12-17), Hamish White (81-86), Tim Hughes (78-82), Riley Simmons (15-20), Peter 
Howard (72-73), Saxon Hughes (13-17),  Archer Howard (19-20), Stephen Bell (89-91), 
Edward Bell (19-20) and Anthony Russell-Thomas (14-18).

The funeral of Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, 
in St George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle on 
17 April brought back happy memories for 
Angus Rimmer (92-97) who spent 1998 
as a ‘gappie’ at St George’s School, which 
educates the choristers for the Chapel’s Choir. 
“I well remember the Easter service where I 
was sitting with the Headmaster’s family in a 
stall just a few metres away from the royals 
including the Queen and the Queen Mother. 
When it was time to sing ‘God Save the Queen’ 
there were no words printed in the program 
and I hadn’t sung it since primary school. 
The only words that came to mind were ‘God 
Save the Queen’ – I was a little red faced as I 
mouthed my way through the anthem,” he 
said.
“Another time I was looking after the gate into 
the grounds from the school for some guests 
attending Prince Philip’s cricket match which 
we had every year in the grounds. By the end 
of the match we were in the marquee in the 
nearby company of Prince Philip drinking 
Pimms!
Occasionally whilst coaching the kids sport 
which were in the castle grounds, the Queen 
would drive down and get out to walk her 
corgis around the grounds. It was really quite 
surreal.” 

More than 20 years later, Angus is living in 
St Ives in Sydney with his wife Rachel and 
two sons Oscar and Charlie. He has worked 
for many years  as a General Manager in the 
registered clubs industry (currently The Hills 
Club) and also has a property development 
company with a multi-residential project under 
construction.

Andrew Heath (94-99) is now working as 
Secretary to the Board of Air Services Australia 
in Canberra. Andrew celebrated his 40th 
birthday with family and friends in Armidale.

Jonathon Peatfield (97-02) is currently 
living in Sydney with his wife Caitlin and two 
children, Matilda and Harrison. Jonathon has 
taken on the role of CEO for Life Education 
NSW – the organisation behind that iconic 
schoolyard visitor, Healthy Harold.

Thomas Nicol (03-10) is living in Lawson, ACT, 
where he is working in project management 
for a commercial construction company. 
Thomas and his partner Kirsten welcomed a 
daughter, Isla, in August 2020. 

Congratulations to Rowan Willis (OA 92-97) and his super mare Blue Movie (aka 'Carrots') who on 
30 June were named as the reserve combination for the Australian Equestrian Team at this year's 
Olympics. The combination was invited to travel alongside the selected team to Japan. However 
with no guarantee of a start, Rowan later decided the pair would not travel due to the stress it 
would cause his horse. Rowan co-owns Blue Movie with his parents David and Elsa Willis, Renee 
Willis, Michael and Wendy Jackson and Warren Coventry (72-74). It is a wonderful achievement 
for Rowan who has this year been representing Australia in the United States.

Christopher Blood (71-73) has recently retired from teaching after decades in the profession, 
which started at Quirindi High School in 1978. He returned to TAS in 1985 as a duty master in 
his old house (Abbott) before becoming the first Housemaster of Croft House (alongside his 
wife Leanne as Housemother, also teaching mathematics, coaching the Second XV, serving 
in the Cadet Unit and running Surf Lifesaving. In 1997 the family, including children Stephen, 
Adrian, Simon & Jennifer, moved to The Scots School Bathurst where Christopher was Head of 
Mathematics and later Director of Studies. His final appointment was as Head of Mathematics at 
Brisbane Boys’ College from 2000 until his retirement in April; Chris and Leanne continue to live at 
Calamvale near Sunnybank Hills, Qld.  
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Jonathan Paul (98-11) has been working 
for Qantas for the last five years and during 
this time has held a variety of commercial 
and operational roles. His current role is the 
Program and Improvement Manager for 
all Qantas’ major Australian airports. “It has 
certainly been an interesting 18 months as 
the business has tried its best to navigate the 
challenges of COVID-19. Never a dull day! 
Hopefully the days of long-haul travel on 
the A380 can return someone time soon,” he 
writes.

After graduating in 2018 from the University of 
Newcastle with Bachelors degrees in Arts and 
Law (Honours), Arthur Lloyd (99-12) worked 
briefly in civil law in Newcastle before moving 
to Sydney working with the NSW Office of 
the Director of Public Prosecutions. Just over 
12 months ago, he and partner Emily Scott, 
also a lawyer, relocated to Darwin, where 
Arthur commenced with the Commonwealth 
DPP and Emily, the NT DPP. His work in 
the Top End has been varied, appearing in 
remote bush courts, regional courts such as 
Jabiru, Alice Springs, Katherine and Tennant 
Creek, as well as Darwin. “I have prosecuted 
a range of criminal types on behalf of the 
Australian Federal Police, Northern Territory 
Police and Joint Anti-Crime Taskforces. I have 
also prosecuted crimes on behalf of other 
Commonwealth regulatory agencies, for 
example Parks Australia (with respect to illegal 
activities that occur within Kakadu National 
Park), ASIC and the ATO,” Arthur writes. When 
not working, the couple have been exploring 
the Territory’s sites while they can – in the not 
too distant future they will be back in Sydney, 
with Arthur continuing at the CDPP and Emily 
at the Crown Solicitor’s Office.

The regular long lunches at Kirribilli Club 
continue for an enthusiastic group of Old 
Armidalians from the early 1960s! Attending 
the latest on 3 June were Paddy Flower (62-
63), Michael Webb (61-63), Geoff Quayle (63-
64), Ric Hall (69-63), Ian Hutchison (59-63), 
John Childs (59-64), Mike Smith (59-63), Bob 
Crossman (58-64) who always travels down 
from Taree for each luncheon. The group were 
also delighted to be joined by Greg Biddle 
(60-65) who made the trip from Hervey Bay, 
Qld. Their next lunch is 1 September – COVID 
permitting!

For the past decade Alec Bragg (82-87) has 
lived in Kin Kin, Qld, where he works as a 
Physiotherapist in Kin Kin and Gympie and 
with his wife has also established a ‘paddock 
to plate’ beef business from their farm there. 
As if there’s not enough to do, the couple have 
recently bought a 1400 hectare (3500 ac) farm 

north of Inverell which they intend to restore 
according to the principles of Regenerative 
Agriculture. “It will be a fair bit of work but 
these are exciting times. I’m really lucky to 
have a fantastic work/life balance and a very 
supportive family!!,” he writes.

The sacrifice of the late Lt Michael Fussell 
(94-01) who was killed in Afghanistan in 2008 
has been honoured with the opening of 
Fussell House at Concord Repatriation General 
Hospital in June. The 19 room residential 

accommodation facility was funded by a $6.7 
million grant from the Federal Government 
and is available to veterans and their families 
when accessing comprehensive health services 
at the National Centre for Veterans' Healthcare 
(NCVH). The NCVH provides holistic integrated 
healthcare, across physical, mental and social 
issues faced by veterans. Among those who 
had long advocated for such a facility was 
school friend John Bale (98-01), co-founder of 
Soldier On Australia, a charity focussed on the 
needs of the veteran community. 

GPS Golf Day (STOP PRESS - CANCELLED)
The annual GPS OBU Golf Day is on again! This year’s event will be held on Thursday 19 
August, at Manly Golf Club. There are four events – 18 hole individual stableford handicap 
for the Tom Fitzsimmons Cup; 18 hold fourball stableford handicap, and a team prize for 
the aggregate of four best individual stableford scores from any one school. For more 
information contact Paddy Flower on pflower@bigpond.net.au or John Steuart johnsteu@
bigpond.net.au. “We’d particularly welcome any keen Old Girl golfers to take part and set a 
new tradition,” John said.

GPS Gold Challenge
As noted in previous Binghi, the GPS Gold Challenge has been set down for Friday and 
Saturday 1-2 October, 2021 at St Ignatius College, Riverview, for those GPS Old Boys who 
finished Year 12 in 1987 and 1988. 
 For more information: 
1987 leavers:  
Gordon Bevan     M: 0407 278 624    Gordon.Bevan@sig.com 
Josh Smith            M: 0416 223 295   Josh.Smith65@bigpond.com

1988 leavers:  
Simon Muirhead  M: 0417 458 575   simon_muirhead@yahoo.com.au 
Nick Pearce M: 0428 663 899   Nick.Pearce@rabobank.com 
Mark Jenkins M: 0412 936 255   mjenkins@resurg.com.au

Condolences
Ian Edmonds (62-67) passed away in Port Macquarie on 23 May, 2021. We are grateful to his 
brother Brian (65-70) for advising us of the sad news.

We were shocked to learn of the sudden death of Paul Berry (77-79) who suffered a fatal heart 
attack at Queanbeyan, ACT, on 10 April, 2021. Our sympathies go to his immediate and extended 
family including his brother Mark (also 77-79), a former President of the OAU.

The School community was rocked by the death on 5 June 2021 of Nicholas Munsie (15-
18) who was in Year 12 at St Joseph’s College, Hunters Hill. St Mary’s Cathedral Armidale was 
overflowing with mourners at his funeral, with Nick's TAS classmates joining Joey’s Year 12 
students to form a guard of honour from the church to the hearse. Our heartfelt sympathies go 
to his father David Munsie (80-85) and mother Emily Bookallil; brothers Xavier (16-20) who is 
at St Joseph’s College and Theo (TAS Year 8); uncles Bill Munsie (82-87), Luke Bookallil (82-86), 
Matthew Bookallil (87-90); cousins Stirling Munsie (Year 11) and Clancy Munsie (Year 6), 
extended family and friends.



FRIDAY 27 - SUNDAY 29 AUGUST 2021
reunion weekendTHE ARMIDALE SCHOOL

Friday, 27 August
10.00am P&F Community Golf Day - OAs welcome (More info: email to p&f@as.edu.au)

 5.15pm School v OAs Hockey - Sport UNE

6.30pm School v OAs Swimming - TAS Swim Centre 
School v OAs Debating  - Hoskins Centre 

6-9pm Official opening of TAS Reunion Weekend - Hoskins Centre 
Happy Hour (6-7pm) - Hoskins Centre

Barbecue and cash bar - All encouraged to attend

Saturday, 28 August
  8.30am Shooting  - School v OAs at Meadowfield Rifle Range 

  9.00am Tennis - School v OAs on Park Courts

  9.00am Chess - School v OAs in Archdall Room 
10.30am Bell Tower Society Brunch in Big School 

(OAs over 65 years) $30 pp (Bookings: https://bit.ly/3i2NIVy)

11.30am OA Barbecue - Backfield
11.30am Rugby Fixtures commence (TBC) - Backfield 
12.45pm Tug-o-War (10 Year Leavers vs 2nd XV on Backfield) 
 1.00pm Tours of the School depart from the McConville Centre  
  2.00pm Hoskins Bar open for drinks (Closes at 4pm)
  2.00pm Concert in Hoskins Centre
  6.00pm OAU Official Dinner commences with pre-dinner drinks in Memorial Hall followed by dinner in 

the Dining Hall for 40, 41, 46, 50, 51, 55, 56, 60, 61 year reunions. 
Cost $100pp ( Bookings: https://bit.ly/3e9I96B) 
Old Armidalians from other year groups and partners are also encouraged to attend
Guest Speaker, TAS Principal, Dr Rachel Horton

Sunday, 29 August
  9.30am OAU Chapel Service - TAS Chapel 

 Guest: Bishop Rod Chiswell

10.30am Morning Tea - Chapel Lawn

11.00am  OAU AGM, Venue  - Lower Maxwell Room

OAU Sport Organisers 2021
Hockey
Sebastian Hempel  M: 0411 141 965 
E: seb@hempel.id.au

Swimming
Bill Mitchell M: 0427 758 378
E: mitchell.bill@outlook.com

Debating
Tim Hughes M: 0409 662 920
E: thughes@as.edu.au 

Shooting ( Meadowfield Range) 
David Rose M: 0418 660 380
E: davidrose11@mac.com
Hugh Cameron M: 0458 366 253
E: hughsueapplegum@bigpond.com

Tennis  
Simon Wright M: 0458 423 523
E: simon@wongwibinda.com.au

Chess
Rob Busby  M: 0412 234 288 
E: robertbuzzby@gmail.com

(Draft schedule subject to change.  All events to be held according to COVID-19 guidelines).

STOP PRESS - 
COVID-19 UPDATE
At the time of going to press 
(14 July) it is anticipated 
that Reunion Weekend will 
go ahead. However given 
the ongoing lockdown in 
NSW due to the current 
COVID-19 outbreak, please 
regularly check the school 
website www.as.edu.au for 
any changes, modifications 
or cancellations. If the event 
is cancelled any bookings 
will be fully refunded. For 
more information call TAS 
Reception (02) 6776 5800




