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Lifelong lessons from 
lockdown challenges 
At the start of term, I spoke to students 
about pursuing opportunities and aiming 
high, but also understanding that setbacks 
are part of life. Whether they come through 
failure or through circumstances beyond 
our control, 
it is the way that we respond to them that 
is critical. At the time I did not anticipate  
the uncertainty of Term 3 and quite how  
apt these words would be.

The term started with some modification, 
but the welcome normality of lessons 
in classrooms, co-curricular activities, 
sporting fixtures and planning for HSC 
trials and Valedictory celebrations. At the 
end of Week 3 everything changed for the TAS community as we moved into online 
learning. Individuals and communities truly are defined by the way they respond to 
circumstances like this and students, staff and families took the change in their stride 
with good grace and a spirit of optimism. I would like to acknowledge the amazing 
work of all of our staff this term, particularly our Year 12 teachers for the way they 
adapted for online assessment for the HSC Trial exams at such short notice.

With lessons, Advisor group and assessments this term taking place online, in true 
TAS spirit, there was to be no stopping the challenge and activities that characterise 
the School, from also occurring. Staff at TAS understand the importance of keeping 
our students connected to each other and their school and the value that this brings 
to them.

Online co-curricular Clubs, introduced during lockdown last year, were re-invigorated 
and ranged from Minecraft and Lego to boating, camping and fishing, to crochet 
and cooking. They were immensely popular with the majority of our students 
involving themselves in some way. Mr Jim Pennington along with his Duke of 
Edinburgh students also rolled out the TAS 20 challenge which not only involved 
a range of students and staff but also some family members. Science Week was a 
triumph with students completing science experiments in their kitchens and TAS 
debaters delivered convincing arguments to finish strongly in their respective pools 
in the National Virtual Debating Competition.
Year 12 students have been through a term of moving goalposts, but while the 
movement of the HSC to later in the year has changed end of year plans and is 
incredibly disappointing, this does now afford Year 12 the opportunity to be on-
site for a few weeks next term with their friends and teachers, to consolidate their 
learning and to take part in meaningful Valedictory events prior to their final exams. 

TAS students thrive on challenge and develop a real “can do” attitude through their 
experiences at school. Life is full of unexpected turns of events and while none of 
us would welcome the current circumstances, this attitude and the lessons learned, 
particularly in resilience, adaptability and optimism in the face of adversity surely 
mean that our students will be well placed to handle the challenges of life beyond 
TAS. 

Dr Rachel Horton  |  Principal
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Inaugural 
    Assembly

DR HORTON'S

“Be the person you want to be”: New Principal encourages students to challenge themselves 

Take advantage of opportunities, follow your dreams, learn from 
setbacks and be supportive of each other – Dr Rachel Horton urged 
students to “be the person you want to be” in her first address to 
them as Principal of TAS at the beginning of term.

The formal assembly on the first day of Term 3 was a low-key affair 
with no visiting dignitaries or singing allowed due to coronavirus 
restrictions. However ‘rising to the challenge’ was a constant 
theme, with Board Chairman Sebastian Hempel statingDr Horton’s 
appointment followed some difficult years for the school including 
record drought, bushfires, the death of Headmaster Murray Guest 
and then COVID-19.

“Following a year-long search, we found the best person to lead the 
school forward… and in Dr Horton we have someone who has done 
a lot of interesting things as well as teaching in schools,” he said.

After paying tribute to the work of her predecessors Murray Guest 
and Alan Jones, Dr Horton briefly spoke of her own journey from 
growing up on a small horse farm in England; her career in scientific 
research in the UK, Canada and Kenya; serving in Iraq with the British 
Army; on rugby fields as a player and referee and then as a school 
teacher “grateful to be able to support and guide young people and 
to see them do amazing things.”

“I tell you this because I want to share a bit about myself but more 
importantly, I really want you to know that you can be the person 
you want to be. Take advantage of the opportunities to try things and 
give your best effort in everything you undertake – both inside the 
classroom and outside of it,” she said.

“It is also important to understand that while we should all aim high, 
failures are a part of life, it is the way that we respond to them, the 
way we learn and move on, that is important.”

While everyone will have their individual goals, “our differences are 
what makes us special. We all have a responsibility to support each 
other regardless of gender, race, background or anything else that 
makes us stand apart from others and also to challenge each other to 
become better people.”

Top: Senior Prefects Rocco Louis and Hannah Neilson with Dr Horton after the Assembly 
Bottom: (l-r) Recessing from the Assembly; Chairman Mr Sebastian Hempel; TAS Senior Jazz Band
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Students and staff had just three weeks of classes on site before the 
spread of the Delta strain of the coronavirus put TAS into remote 
learning for the remainder of term. 

Anticipating that a lockdown was a possibility, TAS was well-prepared 
for the announcement on Saturday 7 August, with a swift and 
successful transition to online learning for staff and students.

Because of the large number of boarders at the school, all TAS 
boarding families were contacted as soon as the lockdown was 
made official and advised that boarders would need to go home and 
observe Stay at Home orders, a decision also made in the interests of 
the wellbeing of students to be with their families where possible.

Final preparations by staff over that weekend enabled full online 
learning to commence, with a modified daily timetable, in Middle and 
Senior School on 9 August. In Junior School, contactless collection 
of workbooks and other resource material, including iPads for those 
who required them, was organised for parents. 

As the lockdown was extended, Trial HSC exams were conducted 
online, and Year 11 exams replaced by assessments. The marking 
of major works and performance in Technology subjects, in Drama, 
Music and Visual Arts were modified and deadlines adjusted.

While the Armidale region came out of lockdown on 11 September, 
online learning continued for the last four days of term.

“TAS did very well at managing the online learning environment 
last year which enabled everything to transition smoothly, this time 
around,” Dr Rachel Horton said.

“The commitment of teaching, boarding, IT and administration staff 
who worked over the weekend to ensure a successful transition to 
online learning and then carried that out through the term, has been 
greatly appreciated.”

Lucas van der Werf (Year 5) with his Tamagoyaki (rolled omlette)

Japanese classes  
take over the kitchen
More than a decade before Masterchef hit Australian TV screens, 
there was the Japanese show Iron Chef – and there was no shortage 
of cooking expertise when Japanese language students from Junior, 
Middle and Senior School took to their home kitchens during lockdown. 
Their teacher Mr Moore emailed each class a new recipe to try - and 
not only did the dishes look good, the students reported back that 
they were                         (delicious)! Students were encouraged to order 
the online Japanese ingredients they couldn’t get locally, to create the 
authentic flavours of each dish, and class discussions included learning 
more about the cultural and social background of every dish. No doubt 
many of the parents were happy to have a night off cooking. It was a 
terrific success, with even non-language students asking for the recipes.

Learning in lockdown for most of the term
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With a level of skill and practical precision usually reserved for 
professional chemists, Year 11 students Samuel Ball, Isabel Newton and 
Harry Schneider can claim to be state champions, taking out this year’s 
NSW Schools Titration Competition.

Run by the Royal Australian Chemical Institute, this year’s competition 
involved 282 teams from 69 schools who each had to carefully mix, 
titrate and then analyse chemical samples using traditional glassware 
techniques. It’s all about concentration, in more ways than one.

“Basically, it’s using the solution of a chemical that you know the 
concentration of, to determine the concentration of an unknown 
solution,” said Harry. “The hardest part is trying to get the measurements 
as absolutely accurate as you can.”

Across NSW, teams were independently assessed at various venues, 
with the champion trio being one of four TAS teams who were joined 
by other schools from the region that undertook the competition at 
the University of New England’s Science faculty in Term 2. Meanwhile 
schools across the state took part at locations convenient to them.  
The results were finalised early in Term 3.

Team members work independently for an overall result, within a 
90 minute time frame. Each competitor firstly has to determine the 
concentration of the base solution, then adds a titrant to calculate the 
concentration of an acid solution. Points are awarded for the accuracy 
of each team’s overall measurements, as well as for the lowest possible 
variation in results between team members. 

Harry achieved a perfect score by correctly determining the 
concentration of his acid solution to four decimal places, whilst Isabel 
and Sam were just shy of that. 

“We had three training sessions in the lead up and all took it pretty 
seriously,” said Samuel.

“It will be really good for Year 12 Chemistry next year and we all want to 
do something science-related after leaving school. But for now it’s pretty 
good just to have topped the state.”

Principal Dr Rachel Horton – who has taught Chemistry herself - said the 
school couldn’t be prouder.

“Titration is a significant scientific skill requiring a great deal of precision, 
and for our students to do so well against such strong competition is a 
wonderful achievement for them". 

Harry Schneider, Isabel Newton and Samuel Ball won the 
NSW Schools Titration Competition

Questions explored at NSW North West Philosothon 
Is civil disobedience justified? What does it mean to a happy life? 
What benefits does art provide society? These were the topics of 
three philosophical discussions at the NSW North West Region 
Philosothon hosted by TAS on 2 September. Students from TAS, PLC, 
NEGS and O'Connor Catholic College pondered over these issues over 
the three hour online event, using specific approaches to looking at 
the topics. 

At the 'think-a-thon,' teams made up of students from each school 
explored the issues using a collaborative Committee of Inquiry 
model. Students were evaluated for the way they developed their 
thoughts through different perspectives, encouraging each other to 
contribute discussion along the way. Unlike debating, there is no set 
direction of thought, all viewpoints are respected, and the process of 
exploration is as important as any conclusions.

The students enthusiastically engaged with each of the discussions, 
with lockdown agitation and climate protests making the discussions 
on civil disobedience particularly topical.

Year 8 student Millie Coupland was Highly Commended in the 
Junior Division (Years 7-9), in which TAS was runner up, while in the 
Senior Division (Years 10-12) Holly Dauparas was awarded Highly 
Commended. 

It was the third time TAS hosted a regional Philosothon, TAS having 
previously attended the Northern NSW Philosothon for a number of 
years at Bishop Druitt College, Coffs Harbour. The event was auspiced 
by the Federation of Australasian Philosophy in Schools Associations 
which is aiming to expand the teaching of Philosophy in regional 
areas.

NSW Titration champions
TAS TEAM THE 
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Major works hit the mark
Despite the numerous challenges being faced this year, HSC Design 
& Technology, Textiles & Design and Industrial Technology (Timber) 
students were able to put together an impressive body of HSC major 
works. For all subjects students had to submit technical folios that 
detailed specifications and outlined and documented the construction 
process of their projects. In D&T, in which the folio is almost worth 
the same marks as the finished project, the three projects all brought 
engineering and agriculture together: an in-paddock automatic sheep-
weigher that sends data back to the farm office; fold-away catwalks for 
safer livestock in cattle yards, and a conveyor-belt system that fed out 
biscuits of hay from the back of a farm vehicle. Meanwhile Textiles and 
Design students designed and created evening wear ensembles, and 
Industrial Technology students expressed creativity and functionality in 
the beauty of timber.

Henry Mitchell’s in-paddock sheep weigher

Henry Chandler’s coffee table picks up design features from elsewhere in 
his home

Delta Hawkins-Richardson included various types of timber in her  
storage unit

 Maddie Rodgers’ evening gown for Textiles & Design

Left: Tianna Sullivan 
drew on the artist 
Mondrian for 
inspiration for her 
major work

To view the HSC Technology Showcase scan  
the  QR code at right or visit https://youtu.be/NGGwUBBh9YE

 https://youtu.be/NGGwUBBh9YE
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VISUAL     
    ARTISTS  
    EXPRESS THEMSELVES

COVID-19 might have prevented 
the usual Exhibit A showcase of HSC 
Visual Arts being held – but then, it 
would have been impossible to hang 
one of this year’s works, a 360-degree 
trompe l’oeil on the interior walls of 
April Draney’s father’s ‘Lego shed’. 
April’s body of work, ’Interior – the 
Artist’s Room’, which put a literal spin 
on learning from home, is one of 
11 created by this year’s class who 
overcame challenges to complete 
their Bodies of Work. From wire, 
laser cut plywood and ceramics to 
acrylics, photography and video, the 
works reflected the interests and 
personalities of their creators.

Right: Archie McDonald’s celebration 
of surfing, ‘Party Wave’, included 
photography, drawing, video, ceramics 
and laser cut plywood

A detail from April Draney’s trompe l’oeil  

Excerpt of Pippa Moss’ 
‘Myths for Modern Youth’

Bronte Dagg sculpted wire for her 
piece ‘Aurelia (precious and rare)’

Rocco Louis explored rhythms 
and patterns of movement in 
his group of paintings called 
‘Excitation of Energy’

Hannah Neilson’s ‘Is this life?’  
Includes intricate works in black ink

To view the Bodies of Work  
scan the QR code above or visit 
https://youtu.be/bjq9Let0DGo

https://youtu.be/bjq9Let0DGo


Binghi 194 – 8Co-Curricular

A recorded performance of a humorous musical piece that looks at 
contemporary masculinity has achieved significant success for the 
senior boys choir, at two of the most prestigious music competitions in 
NSW.

TAS Singers were named as winners of the Youth Choir for Male Voices 
Only (19 & Under) category at the Sydney Eisteddfod Choral Event. For 
the online event a video of two pieces, recorded in the one take, were 
submitted in early June, before the current COVID singing restrictions 
and lockdown. The pieces were ‘Thoroughly Modern Men’ by Harley 
Mead which had been performed to acclaim at the Armidale Eisteddfod 
and ‘Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho’ arranged by Kirby Shaw. Coming 
their way is a shield, certificate and $500 prize money.

As a result of the strong performance TAS Singers was also named 
by Sydney Eisteddfod as finalists in the John Lamble Foundation 
Australasian Championship for Youth Choirs (19 and Under) & Open 
Primary Choir. The Championship was judged by Jonathon Welch AM 
and Dr Sarah Penicka-Smith.

 for tas singers
SYDNEY EISTEDDFOD ACCOLADES

TAS Singers achieved significant success at Sydney Eisteddfod events. Left 
to right: William Mackson, Sam Guppy, Tommy Burnett, Oscar Morse, Pierre 
Morcellet, Tom Tizzard, Aiden Swick, Joshua Miron, William Nash, Alexander 
Gibson, Max Guppy, Zac Clarke, Ms Leanne Roobol (conductor). 

Co-curricular life adapted to meet the needs and interests of 
students beyond the classroom, thanks to the commitment, 
initiative and creativity of staff. From cooking, gardening, 
Minecraft, acting and crocheting to Lego, Bible study 
and fishing/camping/boating, more than a dozen online 
clubs were on offer to developed new skills in a shared 
environment when classes ended for the day. 

The most popular, ‘Cooking with Rach’, brought together 
staff, students and families who spent many Wednesday 
evenings on Zoom with staff members Mrs Rachael 
Edmonds and Mrs Rachel Piddington who demonstrated 
and guided everyone through delicious recipes emailed a 
few days before. The concept was so successful a special 
class was held on Father’s Day, with numerous TAS dads 
being treated to a Mexican banquet of Chipotle Chicken, 
Mexican Coleslaw, Garlic Beans, Pico de Gallo and ‘Poor 
Man’s Butter’, rounded off with secret chocolate brownie! 

Online clubs a hit of lockdown

Ty Schalk-O'Brien made some of  
Mrs Piddington’s Portuguese tarts 

Sophie Hardin prepared Father’s Day 
dinner for her father David

To watch the performance of TAS Singers scan the QR code below or visit 
https://youtu.be/gtRtP5wf3RE

https://youtu.be/gtRtP5wf3RE
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The hosts retained the Jim Levy Challenge Shield after The Armidale 
School defeated Farrer Memorial Agricultural High School 21-7 in a 
spirited headline First XV match at TAS on 23 July, but the Tamworth 
visitors won nine of 16 fixtures contested in six sports, hanging on to the 
Dick Hodgson Shield for another year.

The fixture was postponed in Term 2 when snow was forecast.  When it 
did take place early in Term 3, rain washed out the two tennis fixtures 
and made for soft and challenging conditions for football and rugby.

Farrer took the first fixture of the day with a strong win in the Year 
9/10 basketball, before action moved to Meadowfield small bore rifle 
range, where the hosts had the upper hand against the Farrer shooters, 
more used to clay targets. TAS won five of eight chess boards but the 
debating was split, the Farrer senior team taking the honours whilst TAS 
won a Year 9 clash. In the football the TAS Opens netted four goals to 
Farrer’s two, but the visitors took the wins in the 14s (5-1) and 16s (2-0) 
matches.

On the rugby park, Farrer triumphed in the 13A (12-10), 14A (7-3), 16C 
(28-7), 16B (17-7) and 16A (46-0) fixtures. However the hosts turned 
the tables in the Second XV game winning 8-0 in a tightly-contested 
encounter that was nil-all at the break, and put up a solid show to rack 
up 21 points to Farrer’s seven, in the First XV head to head.

“The Dick Hodgson Shield fixtures are highly anticipated by both 
schools each year, and it’s wonderful that when so much else is being 
restricted, the friendly long-term rivalry between TAS and Farrer was 
able to be played out,” Director of Co-curricular Huon Barrett said.
The fixtures were held a fortnight before COVID lockdowns.

SHIELDS SHARED IN ANNUAL  
tas, farrer clash

TAS Principal Dr Rachel Horton presents the Guy Levy First XV Challenge 
Shield to TAS rugby captain Tom Forsythe

Georgia Donoghue (TAS) wind coaches Joel Sloman in the small bore 
shooting competition

Lachlan Hey (TAS) and David Barclay (Farrer) at the shooting

Below Left: Marshall Kellett, with Ted Chick in support, stare down the 
Farrer defence 
Middle: Taliesin Ruming shoots for TAS with Farrer in  defence 
Below Right: Sam Hynes for TAS and Finley Boresch from Farrer contest the 
ball in the 16s football fixture

 Samuel Guppy makes a move in the Junior chess division while Jed Curtis 
(Farrer) and Peter Thompson (TAS) contemplate the board
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Debaters through to  
national finals
Lockdown has not stopped TAS debaters from completing their pool 
fixtures in this year’s National Virtual Debating Competition this term 
with the Opens and Middle School teams through to the national finals 
and the future of the Year 9/10 team still in with a chance.

 The Opens team started their campaign on 3 August, notching up a 
win against Newcastle Grammar. Their second debate on 16 August 
was more difficult, against both a strong team from Scotch College 
Melbourne and having the trickier side of the topic. Their group round 
finished in a flourish on 31 August, with a win against Scotch Oakburn 
College, Launceston. Despite the loss against Scotch the Opens team 
finished at the top of their pool. 

Following a win over PLC Sydney and a loss to Calrossy in Term 3, a Year 
9/10 team faced Scotch College Melbourne in their final pool debate on 
9 September, with Scotch taking the fixture. 
At the end of term TAS was second on the ladder behind an undefeated 
Calrossy and above Scotch – with the final group debate between those 
two schools to determine whether or not TAS proceeds into the finals. 
Meanwhile the Middle School team rounded out their pool campaign 
undefeated. Having beaten O’Connor Catholic College in March, the 
team took the points over Scotch College Melbourne on 19 August and 
a week later had a win against Carey Baptist College, Perth. 

The competition may have been designed to be held online, but the 
various lockdown scenarios in different states and regions added a 
new layer of complexity for everyone. Group chats and Google Docs 
allowed team members to interact with each other during the debate, 
but there were still issues of patchy internet connections to make things 
interesting. 

Masked up after their win against Newcastle Grammar were 
the TAS Opens team Alexander Gibson, Hugo Catterall, Hudson 
McAllister and Bridget Burnett

Masterful Mackson a multi-musician 
While the pandemic has put restrictions on some music practice 
and performance, students and staff were able to enjoy a handful of 
musical pieces at assemblies, including an outstanding rendition by 
William Mackson of Rachmaninoff’s Prelude in G sharp minor (played 
from memory, no less). William, now in Year 11, started playing when 
he was about four years old and says his mother Nicole, herself a 
piano teacher, wanted to ensure he started early to get the most 
out of playing an instrument. It is certainly making an impact now; 
last year William completed his AMusA examination for piano, a 
performance diploma that can be attempted after Grade 8 of the 
AMEB program. 

Beyond piano, William also completed his Grade 5 examination for 
bassoon earlier this year. And if piano and bassoon aren’t enough, 
William has also sung with Gondwana Choirs at National Choral 
School a number of times as well as taking part in the Regional 
Youth Orchestra as a percussionist.

“I’d have to say that my favourite composer is Claude Debussy as I 
admire his use of harmonies and harmonic language, and I love the 
rich emotion and character found in many of his works,” William said. 
“I am currently learning a work of his as part of my LMusA repertoire 
and am thoroughly enjoying it.”

To watch William’s performance of Rachmaninoff’s Prelude in G sharp 
minor, scan the QR code below or go to 
https://youtu.be/o3V96Q9A978

https://youtu.be/o3V96Q9A978
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When winter sport started in Term 2, there was plenty of optimism for 
a full season of competition - but the Delta outbreak blew the whistle 
early, cutting short premiership aspirations in rugby, netball, hockey and 
football.

Eleven TAS teams participated in the North West Regional Youth Rugby 
competition, hosted by New England and Central North. TAS fielded 
three teams in the 18s, 16s and 14s boys divisions, as well as girls teams 
in the 18s and 14s. The First XV had an outstanding season, finishing 10 
rounds undefeated and top of the 12 teams in the 18 year boys division 
(the Seconds finishing in seventh, and the Third XV in 11th). The 14s 
girls finishing the truncated season second place on the ladder of 12 
teams. Another highlight was being the only school team competing in 
the Central North gala day in Bingara on 24 July, notching up wins over 
Quirindi and Narrabri and losses to Inverell and Gunnedah.

TAS netball teams were well placed in the local competition when it 
came to a halt on 11 August. After 11 rounds and with three to go, TAS 
1 was third on the ladder of Division 1, TAS 2 was sitting in second spot 
of Division 2, TAS 3 placed finished sixth in Division 3; in Division 4, TAS 4 
(Year 9 &10) finished at the top of the table just ahead of TAS 5 in second 
spot, while TAS 6 were placed second in Division 5.

This year TAS fielded 14 mixed, boys and girls teams in the Hockey New 
England competition, with TAS on the top of the table of the B Grade 
Men’s and Second Grade Women’s divisions, when competition ceased.

There were 12 football teams in the Sport UNE Football League 
including six Junior School teams. Whilst it was a tough season for the 
First XI, the TAS 16s finished on top of the ladder of the 10 teams in the 
16s division which also included TAS Girls, who finished in ninth spot. 

EARLY WRAP
FOR WINTER SPORT

The TAS 14 girls were the only school team at the Central North Gala Day. Pictured are (back row, l-r) Stella Maroulis, Sophia Lawrence, 
Regan Simpson (NEGS), Isabella Crawford, Jacqueline Collett, (front) Trudy Johnstone, Clare Wilkinson, Georgia Rose, Lily Grieve,  
Izabella Michell
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    Triple Crown 
TAS 20 – A different lockdown challenge!
Active, healthy bodies promote active, healthy minds – and lockdown 
and remote learning were not going to stop TAS students from 
taking up a physical challenge designed to keep them motivated, 
healthy and engaged while away from school. Another initiative 
of Coordinator of Challenge & Service Mr Jim Pennington, the ‘TAS 
20’ involved five different 20-30 minute physical challenges, to be 
completed over four weeks. As an added incentive, the challenge 
was a made a qualifier for the TAS Triple Crown award, for students, 
parents and staff who complete designated challenge events during 
their time at school (usually the 2km Coffs Harbour Ocean Swim, 
the Tour de Rocks cycle classic, Sydney City to Surf and Hawkesbury 
Canoe Classic – all of which have been impacted by COVID-19 in the 
past two years). 

The ‘20’ comprised  challenges such as Dr Horton’s ‘Fartlek’ (a Swedish 
form of continuous training with periods of fast running intermixed 
with periods of slower running), Mr Barrett’s Chair Challenge (sets 
of squats, tri-dips, step ups, Russian twists and leg ups) and creative 
exercise sets devised and led by Duke of Edinburgh Award students 
(such as the ‘Nutbush’  - not a run to the city limits, but involving 
running and planks!). Once completed, students uploaded evidence 
of their sessions as a Strava screenshot or video, to a secure site on 
the TAS learning portal Canvas. The Duke of Edinburgh students each 
also monitored and supported the progress of between five to eight 
participants every week. Ultimately, 95 students from Year 2 to Year 
12, 11 staff and eight parents completed the ‘20’ over the four weeks, 
earning their way towards a Triple Crown.

Archie, Hamish and Isobel Pengilley supported each other throughout 
the challenges

Angus Wallis took up the challenge 
from his home at Nyngan

Lilly-Bea Homes Bradshaw was 
not going to let recovery from a 
fractured ankle get in the way of 
completing the TAS 20

While school exchanges, physical conferences and 
service projects have remained on hold due to the 
COVID pandemic, the spirit of global engagement 
has been able to continue for Round Square online. 
'Democracy: Fuelling Future Development' was the 
theme of an online conference hosted by the Doon 
School in India early in the term and attended by 
six TAS students. During the three hour conference 
participants heard from a keynote speaker and 
then discussed ideas in more detail in Barraza 
groups, comprising students from the world over. 
During the September holidays eight Year 
11 students and two staff took part in a 
four-day online Round Square International 

Conference, with the theme ‘Blue Skies and Brave 
Conversations’. While the Blue Skies offered a 
message optimism amidst the global pandemic, 
the Brave Conversations were on issues such as 
identity and inclusion, climate action and ethical 
leadership. Delegates attended a virtual campus 
as cartoon avatars, heard from keynote speakers 
including Paralympians, World Health Organisation 
Scientists, environmental advocates and writers, 
and further explored issues with each other, 
proving that physical distance is no barrier to 
better understanding. 

newsROUND SQUARE

Round Square across the world, from home
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Triple Crown 
The School may have been physically apart for most of the term, but 
various wellbeing programs continued to keep students and staff 
connected, engaged and encouraged by each other.

Many Advisor groups, which are held four times a week, took up 
themes such as ‘bring a pet day’ and ‘crazy hair day’ to generate fun 
conversations that weren’t about school work. 

Jersey Day, 2 September, raised awareness of the issue of organ 
donation. On RU OK? Day, 9 September, from the youngest boys and 
girls to the most senior, everyone was encouraged to wear yellow and 
in classes and Advisor groups.There were plenty of healthy discussions 
about mental health managed in a co-ordinated, age-relevant fashion, 
focussing with support networks, acts of kindness and the importance 
of checking in with friends. Act, Listen, Encourage Action, Check in. 

Class groups also got into their own spirit of things; on what would 
otherwise have been an Activities Day, Mr Murray's Year 11 Economics 
class came to their Zoom class dressed for it anyway – a mix of Cadets, 
Rural Fire Service trainees and budding Surf Lifesavers (complete with 
sunscreen!).

Other resources were shared including the Self Care September 
Challenge, courtesy of the NSW Association of Independent Schools 
Wellbeing Unit, mindful of the impact of lockdown on staff and parents.

More broadly, students were encouraged to use their time at home to 
engage in a hobby or passion; contribute positively to domestic life and 
to spend time outside, both in physical activity and relaxing.

Wellbeing programs
MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER

Mrs Brunsdon’s Advisor Group had a Crazy Hat Day

Charles Hunter tunes in to Mr Drain’s Advisor Group with Big G the Gander

Sam Krishnan used time at home to work on restoring a 1953 Morris ute it 
to its former glory

Halina Saunders wore lots of yellow to mark RU OK? Day
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newsMIDDLE SCHOOL

Robin Henry's equestrian success
Robin Henry and her horse Aratahnes Graphic have been selected 
to ride for the NSW Sub Junior Showjumping team and the NSW 
Sub Junior Quiz Team at the 2021 Pony Club Australia National 
Championships. Quiz is a pony club discipline where riders compete 
in a team and get tested on their knowledge, Robin being the 
youngest NSW member to have achieved the required C certificate 
by 11 years old. The event was to be held at Benalla Equestrian 
Centre, but will now be an online competition. Robin has also 
been selected for the Pony Club Australia national Dressage team 
in a Ponyclub International Alliance (PCIA) ‘virtual’ international 
competition. 

Robin Henry and Aratahnes Graphic have been selected to represent NSW

Hyena specialist shares her passion
It was a virtual wildlife safari for Middle School students during 
Science Week when they were treated to a fascinating online 
presentation by Dr Stephanie Dloniak, a wildlife biologist and the 
Chair of the Hyena Specialist Group of the World Conservation 
Union’s Species Survival Commission. Dr Dloniak, a current TAS 
parent, generously shared her expertise on this extremely under-
rated animal and students were fascinated by learning facts such 
as spotted hyenas all have individual patterns, it is the females who 
are at the top of the spotted hyaena hierarchy, and that hyenas 
have a highly involved intelligence system with well developed 
group problem solving skills. Dr Dloniak’s presentation also took the 
students on a virtual journey to Kenya’s Masai Mara. 

Hockey players named in State teams
During the June school holidays a number of TAS under 13s players competed for 
Hockey New England in the NSW under 13s girls championships in Grafton and the 
boys' titles at Parkes. One of the HNE girls teams were the Second Division champions 
while the HNE boys came third in First Division. As a result of their strong individual 
performances, Middle School students Mosie Wright, Ashlee Morgan, Miller Harwood 
and Luke Schmude (pictured right) were all named in the State U13s girls and boys 
teams respectively. While they will now not get a chance to wear a state jersey with 
the national competitions cancelled, their selection augurs well for TAS Hockey into 
the future.
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In kitchens, backyards and paddocks, Junior and Middle School students 
threw themselves into Science Week, which took place from 14-22 
August. While the lockdown forced the cancellation of the annual 
STEM Day on site, students were not starved of the opportunity, 
with a custom-built web page of resources on the school website 
inviting them to engage in a dozen activities, none of which needed 
a computer. From an egg-drop challenge and making oobleck and 
catapults to building towers made from marshmallows and spaghetti, 
invisible writing and lemon volcanoes, there was something for 
everyone. Students submitted proof of their activities online and were 
duly rewarded with a certificate.

WAS STEM AT HOME
Science Week 

Claire Watt made slime with her younger 
brother Tom

Brooke Tudor completed several of the challenges 

Siri Sparkes studied the effect of dye on the colour of flower petals

Peter Thompson's egg drop challenge

Ollie and Tilly Rogers measure their spaghetti and marshmallow architectureExploding lemon experiment

Luke Gaddes made a catapult
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newsJUNIOR SCHOOL

Thriving in lockdown
The efforts of Junior School teachers, the patience of parents and the 
engagement of students were hallmarks of lockdown learning this 
term, when for five weeks it was a very different mode of schooling 
for all. Within hours of Armidale being put into lockdown on Saturday 
7 August, teachers started preparing ‘at-home’ packs of workbooks 
and other resource materials, including iPads for those who required 
them, for contact-free collection on the following Monday morning. 
That afternoon, class Zoom sessions commenced, giving a good 
indication of the technology capability and connectivity of students 
and staff. 

While learning from home has its challenges for all students and 
teachers across all year groups, it is particularly so for Junior School 
children whose attention spans, physical busy-ness and reliance on 
others keeps everyone on their toes (including, of course, working 
parents). So it was gratifying that a survey of current parents 
conducted in Week 4 of lockdown was a positive affirmation of what 
had been done in Junior School. In saying that – nothing could 
replace the evident joy Junior School students showed at being able 
to see their classmates and teachers, when they were able to return 
for the last week of Term 3.

  
 
Who doesn’t like icky, gooey, colourful slime? Or pitching a ball of 
aluminium foil from a catapult? They may not have immediately known 
it as Chemistry or Physics, but Junior School students enthusiastically 
threw themselves into Science Week, taking up the challenge of some 
fun activities from home. From Kindergarten to Year 5, students made 
their own fizzy sherbert, wrote in invisible ink from lemon juice; dropped 
eggs wrapped in protective material to test their strength; folded 
paper into a tetrahedron; erupted a lemon volcano, built towers from 
spaghetti and marshmallows, and saw a different view of life through 
home-made periscopes. To hear just how much fun TAS students had 
during Science Week, Dr Horton asked Junior School students Xavier, 
William, Bonnie, Sahib and Zana about their favourite experiments from 
the TAS activities and what they'd like to do next year. The students also 
had questions for Dr Horton - such as what was her best discovery as a 
scientist, what was the funniest thing that ever happened in a lab, and 
what was the most memorable experiment that went wrong?

Xavier Stephen checks out the view through his home-made periscope 

Milestones for Kindergarten
It was a big first week of Term 3 for Kindergarten! Students 
visited Thalgarrah Environmental Centre as part of their IB 
Unit of Inquiry, exploring the Central Idea that ‘Changes in 
the environment impacts humans and other living things’.
This was followed by  a special party to celebrate 100 days 
of Kindy, doing 100 piece jigsaw puzzles, making necklaces 
from 100 Fruit Loops and rolling the dice to add up to 100. 

 Kindy students showed no fear when meeting some of the 
residents of Thalgarrah Environmental Centre

Science Week
WAS AN EXPLOSION OF FUN 
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The spirit of Book Week was alive and well when Junior School held its 
annual book parade online on 27 August. Lockdown was no barrier to 
the wonderful costumes and props that brought well-loved characters 
to life. As always, conversations were not just about the interesting 
characters chosen, but also celebrated a love of reading and writing. The 
annual parade was broadcast on You Tube, allowing everyone to join in.
It wasn't just the students that had fun – a few Junior School staff 
channelled different characters every day of the week!

Mrs Hawksford took her costumes to a new level for her Year 3 class

Scarlett Shortt of Kindergarten went to a lot of trouble to 
bloom like Dr Seuss’ Daisy-Head Mayzie

Patrick Bourke, aka The Man From Snowy River’, brought along his horse 
to Book Parade

Book Week 
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Farewell Alan and Manuela 
Jones
Lockdown may have robbed the school 
community from farewelling former Head of 
School Alan Jones and his wife Manuela in 
the way everyone had hoped, but nothing 
could take away the affection, respect and 
good wishes that were extended to them in 
the final weeks of term. Arriving in 1999 from 
Cranbrook School, during his time at TAS 
Alan has taught History, Legal Studies and 
English, been Housemaster of Croft House, 
rugby coach, cadet officer, Dean of Studies, 
Deputy Headmaster and Head of School. 
All the while, Alan has been supported by 
Manuela, who since 2014 has been a devoted 
Housemother to Middle School boy boarders, 
welcoming them back to the boarding house, 
offering a shoulder of support, helping their 
organisational skills and baking delicious 
birthday cakes. Alan’s sense of humour, care 
for his students and steadfast commitment to 
TAS particularly in recent challenging times 
will long be remembered. The entire school 
community wishes Alan and Manuela well on 
their retirement to the NSW South Coast.

Alan and Manuela Jones unveil the photographic portrait that will be hung in the Dining Hall

Inter-state appointment for new TAS Deputy Principal
After a recruitment process which attracted quality applicants from  
across Australia and overseas, Mr Raymond Pearson has been 
appointed as Deputy Principal from the start of 2022.

Mr Pearson joins TAS from St Peter’s College, Adelaide, where 
he has held the roles of Director of Boarding and Deputy Head 
of Senior School (Students and Boarding). During his time at St 
Peter’s College he has successfully led academic, co-curricular, 
boarding and pastoral programs and has a special interest in 
student leadership. Born in Moranbah, Central Queensland and 
raised on a cattle property between Kingaroy and Murgon in  
south east Queensland, Mr Pearson’s first teaching post was at 
Townsville Grammar School where he taught PDHPE and History. 
Following this, Mr Pearson relocated to Toowoomba Grammar 
School where he was a boarding Housemaster, senior PDHPE 
teacher and district subject panellist.

“Ray’s genuine care for students and staff, his breadth of experience and his operational 
effectiveness make him an ideal appointment for our Deputy Principal. His experience in 
boarding schools and his active and deep involvement in the co-curricular programs of every 
school he has been a part of, assures his fit into the TAS community,” Dr Horton said.

Mr Pearson will replace the current Deputy Mrs Seonia Wark, who will return to her role as 
Director of Studies from the start of 2022.

Mr Ray Pearson

Faculty Medal to Jordan Lane
Mr Jordan Lane was awarded the University of Newcastle Faculty 
Medal for being the top graduate in the Faculty of Education 
and Arts’ Bachelor of Teaching (Humanities) (Honours) program 
in 2020. In the first year of his career Mr Lane is proving to be a 
dynamic young educator whose broad involvement at TAS includes 
teaching English and HSIE, working in Middle School boys boarding, 
managing a rugby team and being part of the RFS program. 
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newsOLD ARMIDALIANS'

For what is believed to be the first time in the 
history of the school, all former students of 
TAS will be invited to take part in a significant 
research project that will help the OAU, 
the School and the TAS Foundation better 
understand the perceptions and attitudes of 
former students to the three organisations and 
how they can be better served.

The project, to be conducted by the highly 
acknowledged educational research company 
Macquarie Marketing Group (MMG), will be 
jointly funded by the three groups and will 
take place in Term 1, 2022. MMG has twice 
previously surveyed TAS parents, staff and 
students to gain insights into their satisfaction 
with the School, its values, activities and 
programs.

How it will work.…
The survey will be sent via email to all past 
students of the school for whom there is an 
active email address. The questionnaire will 
take about 20 minutes to complete and will 
involve a series of questions on such things 
as the perception of the OAU and School; 
awareness of reunion and alumni events; level 
of communication from the OAU; and seek 
views in relation to topics such as mentoring, 
supporting alumni in need, engaging younger 
alumni, donations and bequests and enrolment 
considerations. Most of the questions will 
require a rating rather than a yes/no answer, 
and there will be some that will invite a short 
written response.

What happens next…
All former students will be sent an email or a 
letter informing them about the project and 
asking them to make sure the school has their 
current email address. As the survey can only 
be conducted online, those Old Armidalians 
for whom we only have a postal address will be 
asked to supply an email address so they can 
be included.

The intention is that the research will be 
conducted in February 2022 with the final 
report handed to the OAU, Foundation and 
School before the end of Term 1. A summarised 
version of the report will also be available to 
any survey participant who requests one.

“The survey is a unique opportunity for the 
OAU to find out how it and the School are 
perceived by former students, whether it is 
currently meeting their needs and how it can 
move with the times to better engage younger 
alumni, which now includes Old Girls as well as 
Old Boys,” President Stewart McRae said.

“The OAU Committee is fully behind the 
proposal and we really hope as many former 
students will take part as possible, regardless of 
their current situation or connection with the 
School.” 

Congratulations
Having most recently served the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade as Deputy Head 
of Mission at the Australian Embassy in 
Amman, Mark Donovan (86-91) is Australia’s 
new Ambassador to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Sultanate 
of Oman and the Republic of Yemen. Mark’s 
extensive experience relating to the Middle 
East includes previously serving overseas in 
Washington DC as Political Counsellor on 
Middle East issues. He has also worked in 
the Office of the Prime Minister, Department 
of Prime Minister and Cabinet, the then 
Department of Immigration and Multicultural 
Affairs, and the Agriculture portfolio.

Congratulations to Judge Peter Johnstone 
(62-67) who commenced duties on 6 
September as Chief Magistrate of the 
Local Court of NSW. Judge Johnstone was 
previously President of the Children’s Court 
of NSW since 2012, having also served as 
a District Court judge, part time NSW Law 
Reform Commissioner, and Deputy Chair of 
the Medical Tribunal of NSW. In announcing 
the appointment NSW Attorney General 
Mark Speakman MP said Peter’s “wealth of 
leadership experience, including as head of a 
jurisdiction crucial to steering young people 
away from a life of crime, will be invaluable 
as (he) becomes responsible for the busiest 
jurisdiction in Australia…. The compassion his 
Honour has shown to vulnerable children and 
families in the Children’s Court, is indicative of 
his approach to the administration of justice in 
this state. Judge Johnstone helped establish 
and expand the Youth Koori Court, which has 
been instrumental in helping to change the 
lives of young Indigenous offenders.”

Research project to help guide OAU into the future
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Belated congratulations to Professor Jonathon 
Sprent (57-60) who has, in recent years, been 
acknowledged by prestigious international 
organisations for his work as an immunologist. 
After TAS he graduated in Medicine from the 
University of Queensland, later completing 
a PhD at the Walter & Eliza Hall Institute in 
Melbourne and post docs in Switzerland and 
the UK. Amongst other posts he spent 30 years 
working in the United States, initially at the 
University of Pittsburgh and later at the Scripps 
Research Institute in San Diego, his specialty 
field being T-cell biology. From 1998-99 he 
was President of the American Association of 
Immunologists which awarded him a Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2015 and elected him 
as a Distinguished Fellow in 2019. The same 
year he was awarded the prestigious Starzl 
prize by the University of Pittsburgh, having 
previously being made a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of London (FRS) in 1998. He returned to 
Australia in 2006 and continues his work at the 
Garvan Institute of Medical Research in Sydney, 
where he is Laboratory Head of the Cellular 
Immunity Lab.

Described in the media as a “rising star 
winemaker”, Richard Done (94-97) has been 
getting great reviews for his new John Wallace 
brand wines (John Wallace being his middle 
names and those of his two grandfathers). 
The brand has been launched with 2021 
white and red vintages named after his two 
grandmothers. Originally from Tamworth, 
Richard has been based in the Hunter Valley 
since 2008, after completing a Master’s degree 
in wine science and viticulture at the University 
of Melbourne. He is currently at Bimbadgen 
Wines, where his success has included gold 
medals at the 2019 Sydney Wine Show.

Condolences 
Bill Newcombe (57-60) passed away in 
Queensland on 27 March 2021 aged 79 having 
suffered numerous illnesses over many years, 
which had prevented him from travelling to 
reunions. He was the son of Bob Newcombe 
(29-31) and the father of Alistair (87) and 
Stuart. His marriage with Sandra (nee Duigan) 
(NEGS 59-61) was special and he lived a full 
active life despite painful times. Bill studied 
pharmacy at Sydney University then managed 
retail businesses for BP, Coles in regional NSW 
and Burns Philp in Port Moresby. Towards the 
end he taught at TAFE in Townsville. He was a 
Monitor and a member of the Shooting Team 
in 1960, a cheerful and influential character 
throughout his time at TAS. (Thanks to Hugh 
King (56-60) for the notice.)

Brian Lindsay Kirkwood (79-84) died 27 
February 2021. He is survived by his wife 
Emelia, daughter Jasmine and his siblings 
Judith, Beverley and Roger. Officiating at his 
funeral service on 11 March in Canberra was 
Rev Canon Ian Howarth (75-84), who advised 
us of Brian’s death. Other former TAS students 
at the funeral included Jeffrey (79-84) and 
Fredrick (81-84) Tambyrajah.

Sad news from Paul Phipps (68-74) who 
advised us of the death of his wife Julie on 7 
February 2020 after a battle with cancer. The 
couple were married in the TAS Chapel in 1979. 
Paul continues to live at Suffolk Park, near 
Byron Bay.

A distinguished diplomat whose career 
spanned more than four decades, Robert 
Nivison Birch (38-43) died on 12 July 2021. 
Commencing his career of public service in the 
1940s, Bob held various positions in embassies 
and consulates around the world. His postings 
included stints in India, Myanmar and Greece, 
then later as High Commissioner to Fiji, Tonga 
and Western Samoa; High Commissioner to 
Singapore, Chef d’Affairs in Washington DC, 
High Commissioner to PNG, Lesotho and 
Swaziland and Australian Ambassador to South 
Africa. Bob retired to Canberra and is survived 
by two daughters Jacqueline and Robin; his 
wife Anne predeceased him in February 2020. 
Thanks to Dennis Martin (55-65) for passing 
on the news.

Just three months after celebrating his 
centenary on 17 June – becoming our 
second living Old Boy centenarian – Hugh 
David Lindeman Bennett (37-40) died on 
14 September. Hugh was a keen sailor. Our 
deepest sympathy to Jenny, his wife of almost 
62 years, children Judith, Ann and Avid and 
their families.

Returning 10 years ago to the city of his 
schooling after decades working and living 
in India and Hong Kong in family businesses 
and then in Sydney, David Drummond 
Somerville (75-80) was laid to rest on 2 
September 2021, having died on 26 July after 
a long illness. A talented sportsman with a 
brilliant mind, David is survived by his brothers 
Bill (72-76), Richard and their families.  Bill also 
informed us of the death of his uncle William 
(Bill, 42-44) on 11 February 2017, in Bangkok. 
Bill (Snr) set up a number of businesses in 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia and 
the Philippines, particularly in commercial 
kitchen design and construction, which 
continue to this day.

A wonderful contributor to his old school, 
Richard E H Belfield died on 19 September, 
2021. Richard was the son of one of the 
school’s original students, Edgar Home 
Belfield (1894-1896) and grandson of 
Algernon Belfield, who was appointed 
the inaugural Auditor of the New England 
Proprietary School at the initial AGM in January 
1892, and later served as a Director of NEPS 
from 1893-1918. Richard was a very active 
President of the Old Boys’ Union from 1981-82, 
travelling across the state to functions with 
his wife Elspeth and advocating for both the 
School and the OBU. He also served on the 
School Council from 1983-88 and was one of 
the inaugural Directors of the TAS Foundation. 
One of his greatest legacies was donating time, 
machinery and labour from his contract earth 
moving business in 1970 to build (and again 
in 1983 to enlarge) the school dam on Black 
Gully (also known to many Old Boys as ‘The 
Humber’). The adjacent sporting field created 
as a result was named in honour of his family, 
which continues as the Belfield All Weather 
Courts. Our deepest condolences to Elspeth, 
their sons Kingsley (81-86), Alexander (81-90) 
and Duncan (96-98), daughter Anita Hunter 
and their families, including grandsons Charles 
(Year 10) and Lachlan (Year 7) Hunter. 

Australia lost a devoted man of service and TAS 
lost a great friend, with the death on 3 October 
2021 of Paul Barratt AO (56-60, Captain 
of the School (Dux) 1960). Possessed of a 
powerful intellect and a sense of social justice, 
Paul graduated from UNE with distinction 
and had a distinguished 30 year career in the 
Commonwealth public service included a 
decade as Deputy Secretary of the Department 
of Trade, Secretary of the Department of 
Primary Industries and Energy and Secretary for 
the Department of Defence, having also been 
Executive Director of the Business Council of 
Australia. He later co-founded independent 
public think tank Australia21 and Australians 
for War Powers Reform, continuing to lead 
both organisations until he became ill in April. 
Throughout his life his interest in TAS remained. 
When a new governance structure for TAS 
was introduced in 2010 Paul was one of the 
inaugural six Company Members representing 
the Old Armidalians’ Union, a position he 
continued to hold at the time of his death. 
Paul died in Armidale, where he had lived 
since relocating from Canberra in 2014. Our 
sincere condolences to his extended family. A 
fuller obituary will appear in the next edition 
of Binghi.
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They say variety is the spice of life! Tsun Ho 
(Andrew) Tung (02-06) is combining talent 
and passion in Hong Kong, where he is a full 
time piano and violin teacher and a semi-
professional darts player! Andrew is currently 
competing in a three-stage qualifying 
competition to represent Hong Kong in the 
PDC World Cup of Darts, which is scheduled for 
September, in Germany. By then, he will have 
also been made coach assistant at the Hong 
Kong Darts Federation. Best of luck Andrew!

In late June Rev Canon Ian Howarth (75-84), 
his wife Allison and son James, moved from 
the Anglican Parish of Kyneton to the Anglican 
Parish of Castlemaine which is also in the 
Diocese of Bendigo. Ian remains Area Dean 
of the Mt Alexander Deanery and a Canon of 
St Paul's Cathedral Bendigo. “We enjoyed our 
seven and a half years at Kyneton but looking 
forward to the challenges of a new parish,” he 
writes.

Ruth Blanch, former Patroness and Secretary 
of the P&F, and mother of Sam (78-83) and 
Greg (89-93) Blanch, was awarded the Medal 
of the Order of Australia in the recent Queen's 
Birthday Honours. Ruth received the OAM for 
Service to the community of Armidale.

With time of his hands, and the gift of the gab, 
Paddy Flower (62-63) has been undertaking 
a most valuable COVID-19 lockdown project, 
ringing hundreds of Old Armidalians to update 
contact details for the OAU. It has involved 
some clever sleuthing and detective work. 

Both the OAU and the School are immensely 
grateful to Paddy for his initiative – and to his 
ever-supportive wife Kerrie!

International rugby representation across the 
generations! Greg Cornelsen (63-70), who 
played 25 tests for the Wallabies and was 
inducted into the Rugby Australia Hall of Fame 
in 2017, recently donned his national colours 
for a photo with his son Jack, who has played 
for the Panasonic Wild Knights in Japan for four 
years and was selected for the recent Japanese 
rugby tour to play against the British 
Lions in Scotland and Ireland in Dublin. Greg 
commented that the "kit still fitted"! Thanks 
to Grant Harris (65-70 and later, staff ) for the 
snippet.

Robert Tomlinson (60-64) has retired from 
Bretts Timber & Hardware at Windsor, Qld, and 
relocated his joinery business to Scone, NSW, 
to be nearer his daughters and their families. 

Angus Grigg (87-93) has just left the Australian 
Financial Review, having worked for the 
newspaper for 16 years in Indonesia, China, 
Sydney and Canberra. His fascinating six-part 
podcast The Sure Thing – the untold story 
of Australia’s biggest insider trading scheme 
involving two university friends who hatched 
a near perfect crime, was the subject of an 
episode of ABC TV’s Australian Story on 
27 September. Angus is now working as an 
investigative journalist with ABC’s 4 Corners 
program.

With the Taliban regaining control of 
Afghanistan, we were greatly relieved to hear 
from Bilal Ahmadi (11-13) who, with his 
family, is now in Germany having been safely 
evacuated by American forces, for whom Bilal 
was working as an interpreter. An article about 
his years in his home country since leaving TAS, 
will be published in the next edition of Binghi.

Five years of Old Girls!
It is now five years since TAS became fully co-
educational in a decision that was the biggest 
strategic change in the history of the School. 
Since that time the enrolment of girls has 
flourished and they now make up more than a 
third of students at TAS and almost 50 percent 
of some year groups. With the graduation of 
the Class of 2021, 111 fully-fledged Old Girls 
will have valedicted from the gates of The 
Armidale School. To mark the milestone, here’s 
an update on what some of these pioneering 
young women are up to. 

2016
Over the past five years Emily Blackbourne 
(15-16) has been combining work and study, 
currently in Newcastle where she is completing 
a Bachelor of Primary Education while 
concurrently studying a Diploma of Languages 
(French). “I eventually hope to work overseas 
teaching in French-speaking countries, 
hopefully COVID calms down enough to let me 
do so! Work wise, I help manage a café, which 
helps make ends meet while I study.” 

Maddie Dennis (15-16) is in Brisbane, in her 
third year of a Bachelor of Health Science 
(Naturopathy) at Endeavour College of Natural 
Health. She has more study on the horizon 
and hopes to go on to complete a degree in 
Nutrition and Dietetic Medicine.

2017
Being the first girl from Sydney to board at TAS 
in its first year of co-education was a “daunting” 
leap of faith for Jessie Digby (16-17), “but I 
found and forged connections with the TAS 
community that shaped my life in a number 
of profound ways. I am now finishing my third 
year of a Bachelor of Combined Arts/ Law at 
the University of Newcastle, with two years to 
go. I don’t think I would have taken the leap to 
commence study away from home again, if it 
had not been for my positive experiences at 
TAS. I reflect on the formative experiences I had 
at TAS, being a part of the pioneering group 
of girls in co- education at the school, and the 
welcoming community which surrounded me 
as some of my fondest memories, ones which I 
will never forget.”

Out ‘n’ About
Meanwhile Tim Wellham (07-09) and his 
partner Jess Holstein are establishing an 
artisan, carbon neutral, cheese making 
company, Wellstein Cheese, at Dorrigo. 
Before the move Tim and Jess made cheese 
in Jess’ home country, Germany, and more 
recently, Tasmania. The pair have launched 
a crowd-funding campaign to expand the 
business and are currently selling cheeses at 
selected regional markets. More info: www.
wellsteincheese.co
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Olivia Fenwicke (05-10, 16-17) is currently 
in her third year at ANU studying a Bachelor 
of Commerce (Accounting) and Business 
Administration. She has been working at 
Canberra Grammar School as Senior Netball 
Coordinator and a boarding house supervisor. 
“Going into my final year of study, I am excited 
to start a new job at PwC in Assurance,” she 
said.

Katrina Osborne (16-17) reports that she 
is enjoying UTS, Sydney, where she is in her 
last year of a Bachelor of Health Science, and 
intends to start a Master of Physio in 2022.

Chloe Morgan (16-17) is in her fourth and 
final year studying a double degree of Business 
and Innovation & Entrepreneurship through 
the University of Newcastle. She is also working 
full time for Ecom Commodities doing cotton 
trading and exporting Australian cotton to 
Asian markets. 

Studying Bachelor of Midwifery at Western 
Sydney University/Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, 
Sophia Rosenberg (16-17) is having an 
extraordinary experience. “It’s been so crazy 
working in the hospital with all the COVID 
cases and restrictions! Delivering babies in full 
PPE is definitely not something I thought I’d be 
doing every day when I left TAS.”

2018
Bonnie Bremner (16-18) is in Newcastle, 
studying a Bachelor Occupational Therapy 
(Honours). “I still have so many wonderful 
links to the TAS community, whether it is 
through ongoing friendships with teachers 
and mentors or the amazing life long friends 
I graduated with. I am still filled with so much 
happiness looking back on my time at TAS and 
will forever be grateful for the opportunity I 
had of being a TAS girl.” 

After a year studying Education at UNE where 
she found herself only doing plays and 
theatre units, Ellen Coote (16-18) decided 
to instead pursue her dreams of an acting 
career and is now in her second year at Actors 
Centre Australia in Sydney.  She is currently in 
production in the title role of ‘Anna Karenina’ 
and looking forward to performing the show 
when the Sydney lockdown ends. “Once I 
graduate I hope to be represented through 
an agency, and while acting I wish to do my 
Master of Education to teach Drama as well as 
perform!”

Kira Dooner (16-18) is in her second 
year of a Bachelor of Music in Classical 
Voice Performance at the Queensland 
Conservatorium of Music, with relatively little 
disruption from COVID thus far that might 
otherwise prevent singing and performance. 
Kira also has a role in this year’s annual Con 
opera, ‘Street Scene’. “It’s my first named role in 
an opera which is extremely exciting. I was also 
working at QPAC for a time but am now just 
focusing on studies.”

Lucy Fenwicke (05-11, 16-18) is studying a 
Bachelor of Business and Bachelor of Law at 
the University of Technology, Sydney, and living 
at St Andrew’s College, University of Sydney.

After completing her schooling Amelia 
Griffiths (17-18) flew to Scotland for a GAP 
year, working at Dollar Academy. She returned 
to begin a Bachelor of Clinical Exercise 
Physiology at UNE, while residing at St Albert’s 
College, and teaching Pilates throughout 
Armidale. “Coming from Brisbane to TAS as a 
boarder was a massive change, yet perhaps 
the first step for me to work in the Rural Health 
sector. It also prompted the move back to 
Armidale for my parents (Emily (staff ) and Bryn 
Griffiths (83-88).”

Continuing an association with TAS as a netball 
coach since she left TAS, Molly McLachlan 
(16-18) is studying nursing at UNE and also 
working as a disability support worker in town, 
caring for people supported by the NDIS. 
 “This work has helped me a lot throughout my 
nursing degree, and I’m sure it will assist me 
throughout my career as a nurse. It’s so great 
being able to keep in touch with all the other 
girls I met throughout my time at TAS; I made 
some life long friends that I will be forever 
grateful for,” Molly says.

Georgie O’Brien (16-18) is in the third year of 
a four year Bachelor of Economics and Bachelor 
of Environment and Sustainability Degree at 
ANU. This will be her final year at Burgmann 
College where she is Treasurer of the College 
executive.  Georgie commences an internship 
at KPMG in October and hopes to secure a 
graduate job in either resource economics 
or the financial sector. Recently I have been 
making use of Canberra’s proximity to the 
snow, and have been on many ski trips, most 
notably a descent down Mount Kosciusko.”

Molly Pinnock (17-18) is currently in her 
final year of a Bachelor of Arts majoring in 
Counselling, at the University of Notre Dame. 
She is hoping to study a Bachelor of Social 
work next year. 

Annika Rhoades (16-18) is in her third year 
of a journalism degree at the University of 
Technology, Sydney.

2019
Having been a member of the First XI while at 
TAS, Dahlia Glennie (17-19) is in Coolangatta 
where she has been playing first grade 
women’s cricket in the Brisbane/Gold Coast 
competition, alongside Australian rep players 
Georgia Redmayne and Delissa Kimmince. 
Off the pitch she has also learnt how to surf 
and dive. “I was studying Civil Engineering/
Environmental Science but took a break this 
year to work as I am thinking of changing 
degrees and I have to say I am loving time 
away from the books!

Georgie Orman (17-19) has one more year to 
complete of an Agribusiness degree at UNE, 
where she is living on campus in Robb College. 
“ It reminds me of the postive TAS culture 
and spirt. Once graduating I look forward to 
persuing my career in the agriculture industry.”

2020
Lily Neilson (17-20), last year’s Senior 
Prefect and Captain of Hockey, is on a hockey 
scholarship at Bucknell University, Pennsylvania 
USA, where she is studying a Bachelor of 
Science majoring in Biology. In just her second 
game for the team, ‘rookie’ Lily scored a goal 
that levelled the score with the opposition 
with only 10 seconds to go - and just moments 
before a teammate then scored another, to 
give the Bisons their first win in this year’s 
Patriot League. 

Bronte Garcia (18-20) is studying a Bachelor 
of Science majoring in Human Biology and 
specialising in Neuroscience, Microbiology 
and Immunology, at the Australian National 
University (ANU) in Canberra.
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How much artificial intelligence is too much? How can the acceptable 
use of human embryos in scientific research be measured? Does 
the environment have intrinsic ‘rights’ that must be protected from 
development? What is the ethical point at which pandemic lockdowns, 
infection control, personal liberty and economic devastation meet?  
 
“It’s actually a very exciting time to be a philosopher,” says Tim Williamson 
(05-11), who is to spend the next four years exploring such scenarios at 
the University of Oxford in the UK. 
 
“The rate of technological development means society now has to 
wrestle with these big picture issues in a way we haven’t had to in the 
past, and there is more interest in what philosophers can contribute to 
decision making.”  
 
Having just completed his PhD at the Australian National University 
where he has been studying since graduating from TAS as Dux in 2011, 
Tim will take up a position in January as Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
in Philosophy at Global Priorities Institute, a ‘think tank’ auspiced by the 
University of Oxford’s Department of Philosophy. In its own words, the 
Institute’s aim “is to conduct foundational research that informs the 
decision-making of individuals and institutions seeking to do as much 
good as possible.” 
 
“It’s where economists, policy makers and philosophers come together 
to examine morals and ethics and how that impacts on decision 
making,” Tim said. 
 
The factors that influence a final outcome has long-intrigued Tim, who 
has a particular interest in Causal Decision Theory. In particular, the role 
of risk in decision making, the subject of three forthcoming academic 
publications and explored extensively in his 80,000 word thesis. 
 
“Each of the six chapters looks at issues such as ‘how do we respond 
rationally to risk?’ and ‘what does a rational response to risk look like?’ 
Taking approaches from economics and psychology, they are abstract 
models but readily apply to personal, business or government decisions.”

Exploring big ideas is a family pursuit; younger brother Patrick (06-14, 
TAS Dux ‘14) is undertaking his Masters in Philosophy at ANU, also 
exploring aspects of causal decision theory.

“There’s not too much sibling rivalry; we’re both conscious of separating 
work and family – but it is enjoyable that we have similar interests,”  Tim 
says.

Accompanying Tim will be his wife Claire, who has started looking for a 
new home base.

“It won’t be in a college, nor in a share-house,”  Tim laughs. As to his own 
assessment of the risk at this uncertain time? “It will be a little daunting – 
but will be a lot of fun.” 

Tim Williamson 
AND THE PURSUIT OF RATIONALISM AT OXFORD 
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“It’s where economists, policy makers and 
philosophers come together to examine 
morals and ethics and how that impacts on 
decision making,” Tim said.



Old Armidalians’ Union AGM
Notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of the Old 
Armidalians’ Union will be held on Sunday 5 December at 11am, 
online via Zoom.  

The AGM will be conducted regardless of whether Reunion Weekend 
goes ahead, on Zoom (as well as in person if permitted). 

Items of business will include:
•      Reports from 2020-2021
•      Treasurer’s Report and adoption of 2020/21 Financials
•      Election of Office Bearers
•      Ratification of new members

To be admitted into the Zoom meeting, please use this link:

https://tinyurl.com/OAU-AGM2021

Meeting ID: 839 1452 3028 Password: 988898

Dial in phone number: +61 2 8015 6011

Tim Hughes
OAU Hon Sec
thughes@as.edu.au

Save the new date for Reunion Weekend – 3-5 December 2021
The ongoing pandemic continues to impact on events across Australia – but with the ‘opening up’ NSW as vaccination numbers 
increase, the OAU and the School are pleased to advise of a new date for Reunion Weekend 2021.

The date has been set for 3-5 December, in line with the State Government’s ‘roadmap’ as we move towards what will be ‘COVID-
normal’. This is the weekend immediately following the end of Term 4 and the conclusion of the HSC, when the Department of 
Health’s Level 3 restrictions which currently prevent visitors from coming on to a school campus, will be lifted.

While TAS will be ‘Reunion HQ’, it will mean a Reunion Weekend different to the norm. Being the first weekend of summer 
holidays, there will be no students on campus, although the OAU is hopeful that some of the traditional Croft Cup sporting 
competitions between School students and OAs will be able to take place on the Saturday, as well as some fixtures between Old 
Armidalians.

As a unique opportunity for this year only, because Reunion Weekend it is out of term time, attendees will also be able to 
purchase a ’bed and breakfast’ accommodation package. Come and stay in in a boarding house (dormitory, twin-share and single 
options) and enjoy a continental or cooked breakfast in the Dining Hall - corn balls included! (Limited spaces are available, and 
conditions will apply).

It is hoped that the weekend will kick off with welcome drinks and a barbecue on the Friday night. As usual, the Dining Hall will 
be the venue on Saturday night for reunions of 40 year leavers (1980) and earlier, while on Sunday the Chapel service will be 
followed by the OAU AGM.

In line with our public responsibility in hosting a COVID-safe event:
•      Attendance at Reunion Weekend will be limited to those attending reunions for ‘0’, ‘1’, ‘5’ and ‘6’ leavers as previously advised
•      Guests must abide by the relevant COVID protocols at the time
•      Should the event be cancelled due to COVID full refunds will be given up to three days prior
  
More information will be sent out in coming weeks ahead of  bookings opening for dinner, accommodation and other events  
on 20 October. 

For queries, contact your reunion organiser listed elsewhere in Binghi or contact Emily Griffiths (egriffit@as.edu.au) 6776 5823  
or Tim Hughes (thughes@as.edu.au).

reunion weekendTHE ARMIDALE SCHOOL


