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Since I moved to Armidale in May my intent has 
been to get to know the students, staff, parents 
and community, and to come to thoroughly 
understand TAS and what everyone values about 
the school. I have asked a lot of questions, to 
students in particular, about what they love about 
TAS and also what they would do if they were me.

It is very clear that students value the strong 
connections with staff who know and care about them and give additional time to 
support them both academically and in terms of their wellbeing. They also value the 
wide range of subjects we offer and the opportunities available to them, including 
those that they would not usually opt to take - cadets in particular is a highlight. 
Thirdly, they value the close-knit nature of the student body which comes in part 
from being a single campus school of our size where everyone can truly know 
everyone.

It is only fair that I am asked questions in return. One of the most common of these, 
is, ‘What will you be changing at TAS?’ I always said that while I have many ideas, I 
wanted to take the first six months to get to know everyone, to ask questions and 
to thoroughly understand TAS and the history behind where the school is now. TAS 
is a wonderful school and I came to TAS because of the school it is, and because I 
fundamentally believe in and value everything that it is about – because it offers 
opportunities for a wide range of students with different post school aspirations, 
it stretches students inside the classroom, academically, and also outside of the 
classroom with a wide range of co-curricular activities and challenges.

However, no organisation, regardless of where it is at in terms of success, should 
become complacent. I believe in looking for continual incremental improvement.
At TAS we will always be reviewing what we do to ensure that we are doing the very 
best that we can and delivering the best possible outcomes for our students.

We will raise the bar academically. We will adjust co-curricular options to reflect our 
traditions and the contemporary needs of our students. We will adjust our pastoral 
support model to ensure our students remain well cared for and we are able to be 
proactive in managing issues in addition to reacting to concerns and events that 
arise. And we will build on the success of challenge events involving and supporting 
our community.

I believe that our role at TAS is to ensure that our students have choices when they 
leave school – through achieving the best academic results that they are able to and 
by developing skills, both practical and soft, that will give them options and serve 
them well throughout life.

We also need to ensure that our students have the character to make good choices; 
that they are good people, they have strong values and a good moral compass, and 
they will make valuable contributions to their communities.

Finally - making choices often takes courage, so we need to enable our students to 
have the courage to make them, to take good risks, to think big, to be brave and not 
to fear failure.

Dr Rachel Horton 
Principal
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SPEECH DAY ADDRESS

Fittingly on World Teachers Day, three TAS staff members were 
presented with awards for their outstanding contribution to education 
by the Australian College of Educators/Australian College of Educational 
Leaders on 29 October. 

Director of Studies and the incoming Head of Middle School, Mr Luke 
Polson received a Sister Cath Duxbury Award for an outstanding, 
emerging educational leader who demonstrates significant potential 
leadership. Technology & Applied Studies teacher, Head of Girls 
Boarding and OIC of the Cadet Unit’s B Coy, Miss Emma Channon, was 
presented with an Alan Kerr Award for Early Career Service to Education 
(ACE), while Creative Arts Coordinator Mr Andrew O’Connell was a 
recipient of a JA Sutherland Award for Significant Contribution to 
Education (ACENE). 

The awards were presented by the guest speaker, TAS Principal Dr 
Rachel Horton, who reflected on how her life experiences in scientific 
research, in the British Army, on the rugby field and in schools, has 
informed her views on education - primarily that it should provide 
young people with lots of experiences to develop a broad range of skills; 
enable a range of choices for post-school life and instil courage so they 
can follow their dreams, regardless of what anyone thinks.

Teachers recognised with leadership awards

New signage for TAS
Directing people to the right place on campus will be made so much 
easier with the installation of a suite of custom-designed signage. 

Ten gate signs from Corporate Sign Industries in Sydney were erected 
in December. The new signs incorporate both a new gate number and, 
where appropriate, the historic name of the gates – starting with Gate 
1, the World War I Memorial Gates next to the Chapel, and proceeding 
in an anti-clockwise direction around the campus.  The Old Armidalians’ 
Union 125th Gates from Chapel St will also be known as Gate 7, while 
the circuit is completed at Gate 9, the exit-only Richardson Gates onto 
Barney St.

Made from anodised aluminium with heavy-duty vinyl graphics, the 
signs have an ant-graffiti/UV film, feature a three-dimensional school 
crest and range in size from free-standing 3.5 metre pylons for the 
Brown St (2), Croft (4) and Doody Park gates, to smaller flag-mounted 
signs for lesser entrances. 

Memorial Hall and the original Sulman Building have also been branded 
as part of the project, which includes a depictive school map to be 
erected at a later date. 

Mr Luke Polson, Miss Emma Channon and Mr Andrew O'Connell
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A prolonged farewell to the Class of 2021
With the HSC being twice delayed and other events put on hold, 
Year 12 were able to be officially farewelled in the fourth week 
of term. Inter-house games and House dinners were held on site 
and while the whole school wasn't able to honour the Class of 
2021 in the usual fashion Year 10 and Year 11 lined the drive for 
the traditional tribute to the departing students, who wore their 
House ties they had been given the evening before. Each Year 12 
student then lit a candle in Memorial Hall to symbolically pass on 
the flame to those that follow, before posing for photos with their 
classmates. At a special luncheon they were presented with gifts of 
membership to the Old Armidalians’ Union and heard some sound 
advice from Old Boy Tom Wyatt (2012) via Zoom:

“See the world in as many colours as you can - not everything is 
black and white, so try and understand the subtleties of different 
nuances and perspectives.  Thirdly – if you take good risks, with 
integrity, honesty and humility, guided by good people, you 
cannot lose. I also hope you fail sometimes - because if you don’t 
fail, you are either very lucky, or not aiming high enough. Secondly 
- find people you want to be like and learn from them. And most 
importantly – enjoy it. Life is long but passes quickly.”

Above: Outgoing senior prefects Rocco Louis and Hannah Neilson lead Year 12 down the drive behind cross bearer Eugene Campbell (Year 11)
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Cassidy Williams, Nicola Simmons, Sophia Grant, Nick O'Neil, Dominic Ferguson, Henry Moore and 
Stewart Williams (absent) all started their TAS journey in Transition

The School's incoming student leaders 
were presented with their ties and 
badges at a special ceremony on 12 
October.  Ten prefects and 24 captains 
and vice captains of sports, creative arts 
and debating officially commenced their 
roles following the ceremony. 

Dr Horton with the 2022 Prefects (back row) 
Mary Flannery, Gus White, Hugo Catterall, 
Hudson Eichorn, Mac Orr, Bridget Burnett, 
(front) Alexander Zuber (Deputy Senior 
Prefect), Stirling Munsie (Senior Prefect), 
Emily Palfreyman (Senior Prefect) and 
Emma Benham (Deputy Senior Prefect)

Jack van Roy signs the Year 12 Register, a 
gift to the School from the Class of 2020

Broughton House Year 12

Dr Horton hosted Year 12s for lunch in the Lodge during their final term Tom Wyatt shared advice at Year 12 farewell luncheon

Lara Benham lights a candle in Memorial Hall while  
Todd McDouall and Rooney Lam wait in turn

Student Leaders
INDUCTED TO SERVE
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Global insights from the inside
As part of their HSIE studies in Year 10, students have been investigating 
the topic ‘Wellbeing’, and looking at the role that the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has had in 
contributing to the development of human wellbeing, particularly in 
developing countries. The history and the objectives of international 
organisations such as the OECD are also studied in Year 12 Economics, 
- so it was particularly appropriate that Old Armidalian James Mohun 
(08-12) shared his insights on global affairs in a Zoom seminar on 
19 October. James, who worked with the organisation in Paris while 
studying a Masters in Public Policy (Politics) at Sciences Po, touched on 
issues such as public sector innovation, digital and open government, 
international development and some of the key challenges in designing 
effective public policy. He also spoke about his career path from TAS 
where he had once dreamed of working for the UN and encouraged 
students to “imagine the possible”. James recently returned to Australia 
and is now a Public Policy Analyst at the NSW Department of Premier 
and Cabinet. The students were grateful to James for sharing his time, 
knowledge and experience with them.

James Mohun shared his insights working with the OECD in Europe, with 
Year 10 and Year 12 students via Zoom

National Youth Science Forum beckons  
Samuel Ball
Samuel Ball is no stranger to attending science camps with like-
minded students, so it is no surprise the Year 11 student has been 
selected for one of the most renown ones in the country.

Having progressed his way from Year 8 student sleuth to Year 10 
camp manager over three TAS Forensic Science Camps, Samuel 
says he can’t wait to attend the 2022 National Youth Science Forum 
(NYSF), a competitive summer school program dedicated to talented 
Year 11 students.

“I really enjoyed my involvement in the TAS Forensic Science Camps 
which brought together students from across Australia. As well as 
the science itself, the NYSF has a similar social side where you make 
friends from all over, interested in the same things,” he said.

Founded in 1984 and based at Australian National University, NYSF 
aims to expose students interested in a career in science, engineering 
and related disciplines to major scientific institutions and researchers 
so that they may make more informed choices about further study 
and pathways. Due to COVID-19 the 2022 forum will be a hybrid 

camp held online and 
in person at different 
metropolitan universities 
rather than only at ANU.
Samuel’s selection 
process involved a series 
of interviews including a 
practical demonstration, 
giving a presentation 
on robotics, answering 
questions about scientists 
and discoveries, and 
delivering speeches 
relating to NYSF supporter 
Rotary International, and 
science and ethics.

“Being part of the team that won this year’s NSW Schools Titration 
Challenge really rekindled a love for science in a collaborative and 
competitive way and I’m so grateful to the Rotary Club of Armidale 
for the opportunity. I’ve already met some of the others who will 
be attending via an NYSF Facebook group and can’t wait to find out 
more about the presenters and site visits we can hopefully have.”

A novel way to help homelessness
English students have taken their studies off the page and into the 
community, making a difference to the lives of others. To finish off their 
unit on ‘belonging’ and their study of the novel The Simple Gift, Year 9 
English spent the last week of term putting together dozens of shoebox 
hampers to donate to the Armidale Neighbourhood Centre, a local 
homelessness charity. Families of students were incredibly generous 
donating items for the hampers, with thousands of dollars worth of non-
perishables truly set to make a difference to some of those who ‘sleep 
rough’ or ‘couch surf’ for Christmas. 
The initiative was a wonderful example of service learning in action, and 
greatly appreciated by the Centre.
“The donated shoebox hampers afford us the ability to provide a 
community member with immediate sustenance when they are hungry 
and haven’t eaten for a day or two. 

"Knowing that the majority of homeless community members are not 
equipped to cook for themselves or eat nutritional meals whilst rough 
sleeping these hampers are a really important resource,” wrote 
Centre manager Robby Passmore in a thank you letter to teacher Mr 
Jordan Lane and the students involved.

Zac Finlayson and Max Rogers with shoeboxes packed with essential items 
before being giftwrapped 
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A humorous video about how a butterfly gives a lazy student the 
answers to a class test, has taken out the junior division of a national 
competition for three Year 9 Japanese language students. Holly 
Dauparas, Olivia Lockett and Bethan Palfreyman scored the success in 
the Japan Foundation’s national Video Matsuri competition, which this 
year had a butterfly as the requisite signature item.

“We used the butterfly in a way that would be easy to write into the 
script, while still being a noticeable part of the video. It also allowed us 
to give all three of our group members speaking parts, as our camera 
person and editor was able to record a voiceover for the butterfly,” Holly 
said.

The storyline took some weeks to evolve, with COVID a consideration. 
While the filming was completed in a few class periods, the pre and post 
production elements took up the equivalent of a term’s work.

“The trio agreed that the three-minute film helped them all learn 
Japanese in a more conversational tone in a way that extended beyond 
the way language is taught in the classroom.

The judges praised their entry for its “clever storyline delivered through a 
well-acted performance using acquired language clearly. Various camera 
angles, mysterious music and other sound effects were used skillfully 
and had the judges entertained and glued to the screen until the end.”

The competition attracted entries from all states and New Zealand. 
Another class entry by William Gilpin, Thomas Liew and Thomas Vrkic 
was awarded a ‘Special Mention’. 

https://tinyurl.com/ycybwnb7

Japanese lucky token brings success to young filmmakers

Olivia Lockett, Holly Dauparas and Bethan Palfreyman have taken out the 
junior division of a national competition for Japanese language students

Season reaps a sweet harvest for honey students
TAS students have literally been in clover, extracting, processing and 
bottling a record yield of honey from the school’s hives as part of a 
subject that examines the critical role of bees in the ecosystem.

From making frames and capturing swarming hives to savouring 
the end product, it’s all part of a Year 9/10 semester long elective 
appropriately called Liquid Gold. A bumper season has meant there’s 
been plenty of opportunity for practical experience.

Under the guidance of teacher Mr Mike Ball, the students have captured 
swarming colonies and relocated bees, smoked hives to remove frames 
from the school's 15 hives and taken them to an extraction plant at the 
Technology and Trade Training Centre. There, the capped wax is shaved 
off the frames using an automated un-capping machine then the 
honey is extracted from the frames and the honeycomb by a 48 frame 
centrifugal separator before being strained through a fine sieve into a 
settling tank for bottling. 

“We’ve been able to do this ourselves which has been very interesting. 
It’s helped us to better understand how bees and hives work; like 
finding the Queen and learning how to handle the bees correctly and 
appropriately without getting stung,” student Will Ledingham said.

Mr Ball said the terrific season being enjoyed by most of the state was a 
boon to the course but has added a lot more work which the students 
have enjoyed.

 “It’s completely natural, unprocessed and organic and tastes amazing 
the way food should. With an abundance of clover across the region this 
spring it’s a sweeter and lighter-coloured honey than in past years where 
there have been fewer floral sources, mainly eucalypts,” Mr Ball said.

An estimated 150kg of honey was packaged into 1kg tubs and sold out, 
to the TAS community. For the first time students also experimented 
with making beeswax candles which were also offered for sale at Speech 
Day.

Ellie Bradford with a frame of honeycomb ready to be capped



Binghi 195 – 8Co-Curricular

Incoming TAS Debating captains Bridget Burnett and Hugo Catterall 
were given the challenging task of adjudicating the inaugural 'Great 
Debate' hosted by the Armidale Rotary Club in November. Using wit and 
flourish, the two teams of Rotarians took on the topic, 'That golf is the 
only thing that spoils a good walk'. It was a difficult choice for Bridget 
and Hugo who came down on the side of the Affirmative, which had 
in consistency what they may have lacked in dramatic effect. It was the 
first such initiative of Armidale Rotary; a terrific experience for Bridget 
and Hugo, and a way for TAS to 'give back' to Rotary which supports 
schools with programs such as National Youth Science Forum, Rotary 
Public Speaking and Model United Nations. 

Bridget and Hugo were, with Hudson McAllister and Alexander Gibson, 
part of the school’s Opens debating team which reached the semi-
finals of the National Virtual Debating competition. Having debated 
schools from across the country, it was a school across town – O’Connor 
Catholic College – who they met in the semi-final, and had to take 
on the challenging task of affirming the topic 'That publicly denying 
climate change should be illegal'. Despite presenting a strong case that 
the survival of the planet was a human right and that this trumped 
the freedom of speech by climate changes deniers - most usually from 
countries not at the coal face (no pun intended) - the adjudicator's 
position was that while TAS had the better speakers and the stronger 
arguments overall, the team did not sufficiently setup a model to 
explain how legality would be determined and by whom, nor how the 
mitigation of climate change is being slowed because deniers have 
freedom of speech. It was a complex debate and full credit to the team 
for making it to just one win away from the national grand final.

Debaters face the other 
side of the argument 

Debaters Bridget Burnett and Hugo Catterall with Armidale Rotarians John Wearne and club president Bernie Perkins

Accolades for TAS Netball 
The depth and breadth of netball talent at TAS was evident at the 
Armidale District Netball Association annual awards in November, where 
TAS was announced as the ADNA Club of the Year. TAS girls took out 
more awards than any other club during a season that was cut short by 
COVID shutdowns, with teams unable to play the last three rounds as 
well as the semi, preliminary and grand final fixtures. In Division 2A TAS 2 
were runners up; Casey Smith won Division 3 best and fairest; TAS 4 and 
TAS 5 were respective winners and runners up of Division 4; TAS 6 were 
runners up in Division 5 and Tarnia Ahoy-McMahon named best and 
fairest, while the Primary Encouragement Award went to Izzy Glover and 
Sophie Banister, pictured here with Netball MIC Ms Alice Hudson and 
the Club of the Year trophy.
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Public Speakers take to the lectern
Pathos, humour and persuasion were used to great effect in Inter-house public speaking held 
on Tuesday 19 October.  The format took the lead from the GPS/CAS Lawrence Campbell 
Oratory Competition, with speakers being given four phrases or words and then choosing one 
to interpret as they wish – and that they did, literally, laterally and laudably.

Commencing the Senior School competition, Bridget Burnett (Tyrrell) urged us to never 
forget the sacrifice of servicemen and women and the Anzac legacy in ‘There is a light that 
never goes out’. Three speakers selected the word ‘Elephant’; Georgia Donoghue (Broughton) 
exploring superstition and optimism; Fred Kearney (Abbott) regaled life lessons from his 
Kindergarten performance as a bull elephant, while Will Gilpin humorously pondered the 
reasons why elephants would make better teachers than humans. Sofia Paris (Croft) presented 
a thought-provoking study of modern times, exploring social media in ‘Under the thunder’, 
before Hudson McAllister rounded things out with a passionate call to arms for society to 
overcome inequality and injustice in, ‘It is a truth universally acknowledged’.

All speakers showed courage and confidence in their manner, originality and conviction in 
their matter and in the end there could only be one winner, with Dr Horton’s adjudication 
giving the competition to Hudson McAllister of Green House. (See page 14 for a report on the 
Middle School competition.)

Hudson McAllister delivers his winning speech for 
Green House

Rowers take their seats for the season
On the water at Malpas Dam and in the 
school gym, 39 boys and girls spent the 
first four days of their summer holidays 
at rowing camp, developing teamwork 
and technique. The pandemic had also 
resulted in a delayed start to the season, 
with only gym training permitted until a 
ban on school sport was lifted by the State 
government in November. In previous 
years, the end of year camp is held at 
Seelands near Grafton coinciding with the 
Head of the Clarence and Grafton Rowing 

Club regattas, both being cancelled this 
year due to COVID-19. 
Whether it be in an Eight, a Four, Quad, 
doubles or singles, students soaked up 
the opportunity to develop as rowers, as 
crews, and as individuals. The camp was 
also significant for being the first of its 
kind at TAS involving junior rowers, with 
the sport now available to students from 
Year 8.

Senior rowers will have an additional seven 
day camp at Oxley Island with thanks 
to the Croker family, before competing 
for the first time this season at the Taree 
Summer Regatta (14 - 16 January). From 
there, rowers will hone their racing 
skills at the PLC/Kings/RNSW regatta on 
26 February before culminating their 
season with the NSW Schoolgirl and NSW 
Schoolboy Head of the River regattas, held 
at the Sydney International Regatta Centre 
12 and 13 March respectively.

Sophia Lawrence, Claire Watt, Jeanie Inglis, Scarlett Buntine and Maddie Simmons (on pontoon) at Malpas Dam
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SENIOR CADETS
FAREWELLED

For their service to the TAS Cadet Unit, the Year 12 cadets were officially 
farewelled at a COVID-modified Passing Out Parade on 27 October, 
during their final week of official schooling. With no visitors allowed 
on campus, Principal Dr Horton officiated at the ceremony, held on 
Adamsfield and with only Years 10, 11, and 12 cadets able to attend. 
Wearing the Iraq Medal for her campaign service with the British Army, 
Dr Horton recalled her own Passing Out Parade at the Royal Military 
Academy Sandhurst. She told the cadets that their service to the oldest 
continually operating unit in Australia consisting of both young men 
and women, would set them well into the future.

“The opportunity to experience and be challenged by everything 
that Cadets brings is something wonderful that not many schools 
continue to offer. It is also the most frequent answer I receive when I 
ask students to tell me about something they have really enjoyed at TAS 
that they would not have done elsewhere or if it were not compulsory 
at younger year levels. While for some of you this is just the beginning 
of a military career, for others it is the end, but wherever your paths lead 
you after school, I know that you will have formed an incredibly strong 
and unique bond with each other through your experiences here. This 
comes from facing challenge and adversity together and overcoming 
this with courage and the obligatory sense of humour required for 
occasionally dire circumstances. This bond and the skills that you have 
honed, will stand you in good stead for whatever life throws at you,"  
she said.

Dr Horton presented the Sword of Honour to Unit SUO, CUO Lily 
Etheridge and the McConville Sword for the Unit’s 2IC to CUO Rohan 
Lawrence before the Unit stood to attention as the departing Year 12s 
slow-marched from the parade ground. The Parade was followed by 
Dining In Night where cadet staff were also able to wish the departing 
cadets well.

Unit SUO, CUO Lily Etheridge commanded the parade

Dr Horton presents the McConville Sword for the Unit’s 2IC to 
CUO Rohan Lawrence

Pictured with Dr Horton prior to Dining In Night were departing Year 12 
cadets (back row) CUO Rocco Louis, CUO Hannah Neilson, CUO Lochlan 
Nicol, CUO Lachlan Hey, CUO Alexander Hall, CUO Jack van Roy, (front) 
CUO Ryan Oschadleus, CUO Piyumi Ekanayake, CUO Lily Etheridge, CPL 
Lara Benham, CUO Rohan Lawrence

The departing cadets slow march off the parade ground
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Sam’s book is a message of acceptance
"Wave, don't point; smile, don't stare; say g'day, don't turn away." 
Two years ago, Sam Smith (Year 11) wrote Shomme and Raah, a children's book about 
friendship between two 4 year old boys who are always excited to see each other, although 
they've never had a conversation because Raah can’t speak. Inspired by Sam’s brother Josh, 
it is a book that encourages acceptance that everyone is unique. It also provides children 
and adults with a very simple strategy how to respectfully approach, acknowledge and 
engage with people from all walks of life, treating each individual with respect, kindness and 
compassion. Copies are available for purchase at $20 each; Sam is donating all proceeds to Kids 
In Need Association (KIN), a charity supporting children with serious illnesses and disabilities. To 
order a copy visit www.trybooking.com/BVSMP.

Sam Smith with ‘Shomme and Raah’ 

Duke of Edinburgh Awardees
TAS was one of the first schools in Australia to be involved in the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award Scheme and at on 16 November Grace Pennington, 
Charlotte Brunyee, Emily Buntine, Karen Baker and Emily Palfreyman 
were presented with the Bronze awards. A number of them are already 
well on their way to achieving their Gold awards and looking forward to 
being able to complete some of the requirements that have otherwise 
been hampered by COVID restrictions.

Students lapped up 19km challenge for good causes
For 19km, they ran with all their heart for good causes close to home. 
More than 230 students from Transition to Year 11 clocked up laps 
around two circuits on the school campus in the inaugural ‘TAS 4 Hour’ 
on 12 November, a participation challenge event that was all about 
something bigger than ourselves.

The event was designed to be an accessible, COVID-19 friendly 
alternative to the cancelled Sydney City 2 Surf event which TAS has long 
supported. Participants alternated between two circuits depending on 
their year group, running a set number of laps every hour, for four hours 
– with 19km the destination.

Before leading out the senior school students on their circuit, Principal 
Dr Horton reminded all participants to spend some of their time 
reflecting on the causes they were running for.

“As in the past we are supporting the ‘Guns out for Tombsy’ Foundation 
which is helping former Wallaby and TAS Old Boy Richard Tombs with 
his rehabilitation after a serious spinal injury left him in a wheelchair. We 
are also running for the charity ‘Anya’s Wish’ to raise funds into children’s 
cancer research, this disease having claimed the life of Anya Zuber and 
Peta Kerr, sisters of Alexander (Zuber) and Lettie (Kerr) both in Year 11,” Dr 
Horton said.

The distance was set at 19km, the age at which Anya died from the 
disease.

With Junior School students joining in the fun for the first two hours, 
there was a wonderful atmosphere and a really tangible sense of 
purpose from across the whole school.

The TAS 4 Hour was also a recognised event of the 19 for 19 Challenge, 
a community bush walk on 21 November that raised funds for the 
Children’s Cancer Institute under the auspices of Tour de Rocks.
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    Activities 
Week
‘The State Government’s Level 3 COVID-19 restrictions which forbade 
school excursions meant Activities Week was held on site – with plenty 
of challenge and adventure on offer.

Over three days, cadets took part in a range of events that attempted to 
replicate, to a degree, what would be undertaken at Nymboida Canoe 
Centre. There was rock climbing at Sport UNE; a climb of the Fisher 
Wing stairs that matched the elevation of Mt Lofty, obstacle courses 
on Backfield, while on the school dam on Black Gully, filled to capacity, 
platoons kayaked through gates while others engineered a ropes 
crossing. On the final day was the annual highlight, Platoon Games – 
and as usual, the thrills and spills of the chariot races were a feature. 
Cadet camp ‘at home’ culminated in a final parade, where awards 
were presented to individuals and platoons for their performance and 
attitude by LTCOL (AAC) Danny O’Keefe, Assistant Commander of NSW 
2nd Brigade, Australian Army Cadets, who was impressed with the way 
the usual activities were adapted to an on-site setting. 

For our surf lifesavers, unable to go to Sawtell, water rescue skills were 
refined in the TAS pool, while as part of the service aspect of the surf 
lifesaving program, students prepared more than 200 meals and 24 
personal bags for the Armidale Neighbourhood Centre.

The Rural Fire Service trainees were back on the hoses, based at the 
New England RFS Training Centre where they learnt about the dangers 
of vehicle fires and how to extinguish them. Once again, our own RFS 
qualified instructors were supported by New England RFS Dangarsleigh 
and Dumaresq RFS brigades.

Those undertaking Service spent three days in Junior School,
rearranging classrooms ahead of the new school year, and rejuvenating 
the herb and vegetable gardens.

RFS students trained at the New England RFS Training Centre 
Right: Lettie Kerr and Casey Smith enjoyed RFS training

LTCOL (AAC) Danny O’Keefe presents Heza Bird with the award for Best Cadet

Fred Kearney gives the climbing wall at Sport UNE the thumbs up

thumbs up
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Platoon games are always a highlight (above and below)

Below: Mountain biking was on the program for Year 10 cadets

Out of the water, surf lifesavers prepared more than 200 meals for Armidale 
Neighbourhood Centre
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newsMIDDLE SCHOOL

The old saying “honesty pays” paid off 
for Year 6 student Peter Thompson, who 
topped a national writing competition on 
the subject. Peter has been named as the 
Medallist in the Year 6 Writing Competition 
run by ICAS Assessments, a global company 
which runs competitions in various subjects 
for more than 10 million students from 41 
countries.

For the Year 6 Writing Competition, 
participants had about half an hour to 
prepare a 450 word case for or against a set 
topic.

“The topic that was given to us was, "Is it 
okay to lie?" I argued that it was not okay to 
do so - and that's the truth. I did this because 
honesty is important in building trusting 
relationships and in society,” Peter said.

“I entered the ICAS competition as I enjoy 
participating in different opportunities and 
challenging myself.”

To be awarded an ICAS medal, a submission 
must not only have achieved the top score, 
but also be deemed to be sufficiently 
meritorious to be eligible. The School was 
notified of the award only the day before 
Speech Day, allowing Peter to be publicly 
congratulated at the ceremony, where he 
also received the school Year 6 prizes for 
English, French, Design, HSIE, Music, Science, 
Mathematics, PDHPE and Citizenship. 

PETER TOPS NATIONAL WRITING COMPETITION WITH AN 'HONEST RESPONSE' 

Right: Peter Thompson has been named 
as the national winner of the ICAS 
Assessments Writing Competition for Year 6

Middle Schoolers use their voice
The significant and the everyday were explored by speakers in the 
Middle School inter-house public speaking competition, held on 
19 October. The format took the lead from the GPS/CAS Lawrence 
Campbell Oratory Competition, with speakers being given four phrases 
or words and then choosing one to interpret as they wish.
Samuel Krishnan (Ross House) opened proceedings with a thoughtful 
speech about overcoming obstacles and helping others with ‘Over the 
fence’ – a phrase also selected by three other speakers. Steven Hopwood 
(Croft) took the audience on a journey as a young boy questions 
preconceptions when he ventures into the overgrown garden of an 
elderly neighbour; Emily Ussher imagined a world without fences, while 
for Abbott, Millie Coupland’s discussion on teen angst encouraged 
Middle School students to not ‘sit on the fence’ and commit to new 
things. Sophie Rogers (Tyrrell) showed how recent history shows life 
is not always about being ‘On the sunny side of the street’ and urged 
the audience to acknowledge the reality of the dark side and choose 
to avoid its pitfalls. In a lyrical speech, Daniel Emmery (Broughton) 
combined emotion and evidence to win the competition, evoking 
the community support for those affected by a tornado that ripped 
through Armidale just the week before, as being the embodiment of the 
sunshine of human spirit and connection. 

Left: Middle School Public Speakers Emily Ussher, Millie Coupland, 
Sophie Rogers, Samuel Krishnan, Daniel Emmery and Steven Hopwood

Thank you, Mr Harrison
After eight and a half years of 
loyal service, Mr Mark Harrison has 
stepped down from his role as Head 
of Middle School from the end of 
2021. Succeeding founding Middle 
School Head Mr Dennis Dempster 
in mid-2013, Mr Harrison has lead 
Middle School through many 
changes, including co-education, the 
introduction of the IB Middle Years 
Programme and the challenges of 
COVID-19. In the words of outgoing 
Middle School Head Boy Daniel 
Emmery: 

“Mr Harrison has been leading Middle School in the best way possible, 
for many years driving the involvement of Middle School with the 
rest of TAS, promoting and upholding our leadership opportunities 
and making sure that everyone is doing ‘alright’. Middle School and its 
students have grown under his leadership and all the students greatly 
appreciate all of the things which he has done, for example guiding us 
through two lockdowns, being the best substitute English teacher in 
the world and keeping everyone organised. On behalf of everyone here, 
thank you, Mr Harrison.”

Mr Harrison’s talents are not being lost to TAS and he will continue as a 
History teacher. Director of Studies Mr Luke Polson will take up the role 
as Head of Middle School in 2022.
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Bush Skills and Rangers 
combine for Activities Week
With trips to Buccarumbi and Nymboida 
off the agenda, Year 6 and Year 7 students 
combined for Activities Week closer to 
home. At Echidna Gully, they participated 
in a scavenger hunt, played ball games and 
used initiative and creativity for challenges, 
such as creating a stretcher out of two 
logs and two pairs of overalls which had 
to carry the lightest person in the group a 
distance of 200m, over a water area and up 
a hill. Orienteering and cooking damper 
continued the outdoor program, while other 
activities included making Christmas cards 
for community service, Boxfit and obstacle 
course activities at the Armidale PCYC. Back 
at TAS, they had fun dodging the aim of 
teachers - and indeed Dr Horton - armed 
with a fire-hose, on the giant inflatable in the 
school pool.

Ryne Wilkinson gets a lift from a stretcher 
made from overalls and two logs

Students cook home made damper dogs 

Weekend activities a hit with boarders
Middle School boarders had lots of fun after returning to school this term, with organised 
weekend activities keeping them busy, active and engaging with their friends. Managed 
by Mr Jackson Heinze and assisted by staff from Dangar, Moyes and White House, boys and 
girls have been enjoying such activities as Dodge-Ball, 44 Home, Bull Rush, Tug O War, Oz Tag 
and playing on the giant inflatable in the pool. Middle School girl boarders have also been 
skating at the Armidale Sport and Rec Centre and on another occasion, went to a property at 
Hillgrove to get down and colourfully dirty with paint bombs. There were peals of laughter 
from staff and students who delighted in the resulting rainbow explosions caused by the 
paint-filled water guns. 
Staff report that what has been particularly impressive is the way the Year 8 boarders set such 
a positive tone, playing with the Year 6 and 7 boarders.

Middle School boarders have enjoyed an organised weekend activities program including tug of 
war and paint bombs 

Middle School students rise to the challenges
There were plenty of Middle School students who joined their older schoolmates and clocked 
up 19km, running as part of the TAS 4 Hour on 12 November. Mr O’Connell lead the strong 
contingent of boys and girls, alternating around two circuits on the campus.

The event was also used for the TAS Gold Triple Crown award, for those students who 
complete at least three of four challenge events in a single year. While COVID-19 meant the 
usual events such as the 2km Coffs Ocean Swim, the Tour de Rocks and the14km City to 
Surf were not held, TAS staged four alternative events, including the TAS 1000m Dumaresq 
Dam Dip, the TAS 100km cycle classic, the TAS 20 Lockdown Challenge and the TAS 4 Hour 
run. Middle School students rose to the challenge, with 13 being awarded their Gold Triple 
Crown for completing three events, and seven students achieved the prestigious Awesome 
Foursome award for undertaking all four events – the youngest recipient being Year 6 boarder, 
Hamish Pengilley.

Hamish Pengilley 
(second from left) ran 
the TAS 4 Hour with 
Year 6 classmates 
Harry Brownlie, 
Clancy Munsie and 
Peter Thompson
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Junior School expands to  
manage record enrolments
Junior School will start 2022 the largest it 
has ever been, with a surge of enrolments 
across all year groups. Around 170 students 
from Transition to Year 5 are expected to be 
welcomed on the first day of Term 1, setting 
a record. The IB Primary Years Programme, 
quality of teaching including by specialist 
secondary teachers, outstanding facilities 
at the doorstep and the outdoor activities 
and sport program have all contributed to 
the growth, which has prompted double 
streaming in Kindergarten, Year 3 and Year 5.
The expansion has also enabled the 
appointment of two new teachers – Mr 
Craig Norrie (Year 4) and Mr Toby Armstrong 
(Kindergarten). 

newsJUNIOR SCHOOL
Star achievers up for the challenge
The philosophy of encouraging students to take on challenges that take them out of 
their comfort zones is instilled across the school - and as if any proof was needed it was 
not more evident than during the TAS 4 Hour on 12 October.  Forty one Junior School 
students – the youngest in Transition – took part in the two hour first half of the event 
(TAS 2 Hour) , some of them clocking up more than 10km in the process. 

As with such events, there was also a focus on service – the TAS 4 Hour financially 
supporting the Guns out for Tombsy Foundation and Anya’s Wish, a charity raising funds 
for children’s cancer research, the disease having claimed the lives of Anya Zuber and 
Peta Kerr who have siblings in Year 11.

The event was the final of four whole-of-school challenges in 2021 and for the first time, 
Junior School students were eligible for their own version of the Triple Crown award  - to 
be known as the TAS Tri Star award - for those who completed three (or more) of the 
modified challenges, being the TAS 400 Dumaresq Dam Dip, the TAS 20km bike ride 
(from Gostwyck to Uralla), the TAS 20 Lockdown Challenge and the TAS 2 Hour run.

Sophie Banister, Minnie Chick, 
Eva Cook and Harriet Coupland 
completed three of the challenges, 
whilst Casper Cook and Zana 
Ross set an outstanding example, 
completing all four.

Below: The strong Junior School contingent that competed in the TAS 2 Hour

Right: Inaugural TAS Tri-Star 
awardees (back row) Zana Ross, 
Minnie Chick, Harriet Coupland, 
(front) Eva Cook, Casper Cook and 
Sophie Banister
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The culminating inquiry of the International Baccalaureate Primary 
Years Programme is the Year 5 Exhibition – and this year’s class weren’t 
going to let pandemic restrictions get in the way of it being an exciting 
learning experience for the students, their teacher Mrs Fawcett and their 
mentors. 

While they were unable to present their extensive PYP Exhibition to 
the community in person, they took great pride sharing their extensive 
transdisciplinary portfolios and the websites they designed and 
published, with Junior School students and staff. 

Working within the IB Central Idea that ‘Migration is a response to 
challenges, risks and opportunities’, the students worked in groups to 
examine different facets of migration including migration of animals 
and humans caused by natural disasters and war, the plight of refugees, 
and ‘optional’ migration to seek better opportunities for education and 
employment. 

What resulted showed the personal responsibility they took for the 
collaborative inquiry, recording their learning journey along the way. As 
they proudly showcased their work to the other Junior School classes, 
they explained the whole Exhibition process and reflected on their own 
exhibition journeys, providing some valuable advice to the current Year 
4 students ahead of their own explorations next year.

Izzy Glover presents her group’s work

SHOWCASES DEEPER LEARNING 
PYP Exhibition

Transition grow as learners
Sow, grow, harvest, yum! Transition’s garden has been the focus of much inquiry-based learning for our youngest students this term. Snow peas, 
spinach and lettuce planted earlier in the year were more than ready for harvest by the students when they returned for Term 4, given their absence 
from school for most of Term 3.  So there was plenty of laughter at the shape of some of the carrots that were pulled up from the ground! After they 
were thoroughly washed and cut into small pieces, Transition really enjoyed sampling the carrots and the rest of our own-grown produce including 
some lovely spinach rolls made by their teacher Mrs Trenerry. Following the harvesting of their produce the students weeded and prepared the soil 
and then planted some more carrots, tomatoes, sunflowers, marigolds and snapdragons. The journey of a plant from a seed to the fruit is something 
very familiar to them all now. 

Below: Darby Klabe, Max Dennison, Olivia Whysall and Edward Minter thought the shape of the carrots they harvested were very funny; 
Darby shows off a snowpea
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Alumnus  
in focus

From 2011-2013, TAS was a safe haven 
for Bilal Ahmadi. The son of Afghan 
nationals who had fled their homeland 
to Pakistan during the Afghani civil war 
in the 1990s, Bilal had been ostracised 
and isolated when they returned to 
Kabul after liberation from the American 
forces in 2002, having lost much of his 
conversational language. A talented 
young martial artist, Bilal had been 
identified as a student with great 
potential by Canadian born UN-worker 
and lawyer Peter Daglish – who, after 
speaking at a Round Square International 
Conference in Thailand, worked with 
the then TAS Deputy Headmaster Grant 
Harris to offer Bilal a new life at The Armidale School, Australia. 

At TAS Bilal played rugby with the First XV, was a sergeant in cadets, 
became a popular member of Croft House and made lifelong friends 
with other members of the school community who hosted him during 
school breaks. But when he returned to Afghanistan for one school 
holidays, having attended a Christian school in Australia made it difficult 
for him to return.

Keen to support his campaign to stay in Australia for further education, 
TAS staff, led by then ESL teacher Mr Ralph Hunt, formed Friends of 
Bilal, to see what could be done to help. Interested in business, Bilal 
started work with the Armidale branch of the international accounting 
firm Crowe Horwarth. He joined the TAS residential staff, commenced 
study in business at TAFE, joined the Armidale Blues Rugby Club… and 
then his visa to Australia was not renewed, forcing him to return to 
Afghanistan, where he became a marked man.

Speaking to Binghi editor Tim Hughes from an immigration camp near 
Doberlug-Kirchchain, Germany, where he fled with his family from 
Afganista, Bilal talked about his time since leaving TAS, his work for the 
US Army, his eye-witness account of the fall of Kabul in August 2021, the 
nail-biting escape with his family, and his hopes for the future.

“Life was very different and to be honest, I was basically just surviving 
and hiding. Because I had been taught at a Christian school, and in 
Australia, people would say I did not belong in Afghanistan anymore, 
and got very suspicious. So I tried to flee the country. I got a visa and 
moved to India for three months, but had to return for it to be renewed. 
At the same time I got a job with the Kabul branch of Crowe Horwath 
for eight or nine months, but because my job required lots of travel 
outside of Kabul, it was not safe for me and I got followed many times 
- once, even my sister got hurt with me when we were driving. So I had 
to leave that job and started working for my father’s business, which 
made traditional hand made rugs and carpets. I sent some to Australia 
and we started exporting to other countries, but then we were forced 
to close our shop. It was horrible for my family. My life was getting hard 
for me and I was sick of running away and hiding.  I applied for a special 
job – the recruitment was a very long process, it took 14 months and 
lots of background checks by (international intelligence groups). I did 
some special jobs and then after a while I was given an official role as a 
cultural advisor/interpreter with the US and NATO forces in Afghanistan. 
I would go out of the wires (the camps) and do a lot of interpreting in 
combat. 

"The first base that I moved to was Fintie, near Jalalabad, one of the most 
dangerous cities in Afghanistan, known for ISIS. My first deployment was 
with American Special Forces and it was very scary. I was told not to trust 
anyone Afghani. After I got that job, there was a peace deal between the 
American government and Taliban that the US would leave the country 
in 14 months. So once the deal was done, there was lots of forces and 
others from NATO leaving the country. I was one of three interpreters 
who were kept on, of 23. I was part of the QRF  - Quick Reaction Force – 
part of a team that would defend the base in any kind of attack. I was 
then moved to Bagram, America’s biggest military base, and started 
working with the Crisis Reaction Force (CRF) team. With CRF you’re not 
just responsible for the Bagram 
base but if anything happened in 
other provinces of Afghanistan, 
we were supposed to go there and 
defend the team or defend the 
base from September 2020 until 
June 2021 when the Americans 
announced they were closing 
Bagram.

"During that time we did lots of 
foot patrols around the base, 
working with the guys who did 
bomb disposals, doing some 
captures… that’s when I got most 
of the attention (from locals) who 
started talking about me because 
I was the interpreter going out with 30 or 32 Americans outside the base. 
They had kids start taking photos in secret, which the insurgents wanted 
to buy. 

BID FOR FREEDOM
Bilal Ahmadi’s
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"The locals would go and talk with the priest, go talk with the mullahs, 
and one of them 'called' my name from the Mosque  - it is like, “He is an 
Afghan, but he works with the Americans. His head has to be cut off.”

"I was scared for my family. I was living inside the base so I was kind of 
safe but my family, my brother, my sister had to stop going to school. My 
dad changed (their) addresses a few times. For the past 20 months I did 
not go home - the only thing that kept my family alive was me not going 
home. 

"I never went out of the base without Americans or without guns and 
without Apaches or helicopters on top (above). So, yeah, that's the only 
reason my family did live.

"I did more than 140 patrols or missions with American forces, and 
more than 90 percent of our missions were successful, so that’s why our 
team was asked to stay until the last minute. My last deployment was 
at the military base at Hamid Karzai International Airport at Kabul. I 
moved there just before Taliban came into Kabul. The day Kabul fell 
on 15 August, I called my Dad (in Kabul), I had only one number on my 
phone, and he told me. That's when things really happened. President 
Ghani and the higher politicians of the country, came to the airport and 
started leaving with their families. Then we could see from the cameras, 
in minutes, like hundreds of thousands of people getting into Kabul from 
the provinces and trying to flee the country. 

"The next day, 16 August, I was in a tank, our team was trying to push all 
these people from the base. Our mission was to clear the runway for the 
big C-17 aircraft, because everyone's trying to hang on to it… once the 
plane started to fly we could see people falling from the plane. Me and 
my team went out to pick up the bodies or pull them out of the way. One 
was a medical school student who did it, well educated and knew what 
was going to happen, but because of the fear from the Taliban, if the 
Taliban saw them as a hunted person, then they might have just one or 
two percent chance to escape Kabul they would prefer that, holding from 
an aeroplane…

"After the fall of Kabul, we did not sleep for a few days. I was dealing 
with dead bodies, as thousands of people pushing to try and make them 
stay outside of the airport. I had to pull kids out of the (razor) wire, I was 
checking documents to see who could leave the country or not. 
My family moved out of their house, first staying at a hotel and then with 
friends. I talked to my (American) sergeant about my family, nine other 
people including my parents, 92 year old grandmother (and siblings), the 
youngest my 3 year old sister". 

After two highly stressful, unsuccessful attempts to get his family inside 
the airport, Bilal’s American team got permission for them to gain entry 
via a VIP gate, reserved for the military elite.

“When they came through it was my happiest moment. I told my team I 
would stay until the end and let my family go without me, but they got 
me a seat on the plane. They gave us a handband, and we just had one 
backpack. We thought we would be going to Qatar or Abu Dhabi, but 
they were full. 

"So we were put on a one hour flight to Uzbekistan, sitting on the 
floor of a military plane. Once we got into Uzbekistan, there was some 
COVID checks and security checks and then we were put on a Lufthansa 
airplane to Frankfurt, finally free.

For the past four months Bilal and his family have been progressing 
through the immigration process, living at the camp run by the Red 
Cross, having been granted asylum by the German government.

“I'm very grateful to the German government and NATO and the 
Americans who got us out and put us somewhere safe. The beds are bad, 
but I sleep well – I don't get sweaty hands, having nightmares, thinking 
about people knocking my door and trying to kill my family. I have 
applied for a Special Immigration Visa to the US, for those who worked 
or served with Americans or NATO troops in Afghanistan for more 
than two years. I would then have an offer of a job with the American 
military. I would also like to study again at university, either in the US 
or in Germany.  But what I really hope is for a better life for my family. I 
have been helping each of them with their immigration interviews. All of 
their lives they have seen horrible stuff, and just left Kabul with nothing 
but a pair of clothes, that's all. I want my siblings to go to school and get 
educated and be a better person in this society or in this world.

"All the things I have done I would say it's because of The Armidale 
School. It was the best years of my life. It really had a very big impact 
in my life and everything and it changed my life in a very different 
way. In Australia, I've seen how people live and what is a normal life. In 
Afghanistan if you are alive, if you go out in a morning and come back 
alive, that's a big, big happiness for you. 

“I just want to thank all those who have helped me and my family in the 
past, and thank you for helping my family start a fresh life from nothing.”

To help Bilal’s family build a better a future, The Friends of Bilal group 
has set up a Go Fund Me page and are seeking support from former 
students, staff and other members of the community. The page, 
which includes a video from Bilal, can be found at https://gofund.
me/3ca636ec

Bilal (right) pictured with an American colleague
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newsOLD ARMIDALIANS'

 
  
 
With the death of Paul Hunter Barratt AO 
(56-60) in Armidale on 3 October, Australia 
lost a man of selfless dedication to public 
service and rational, progressive governance. 
His passion for regionalism was not just 
for his beloved New England, to which he 
returned in his retiring years, but also for the 
global region, forging new partnerships and 
understanding with Asia. 
 
Paul was born on 19 March 1944 during a war 
in which it would have been unfathomable 
to re-imagine trade, diplomatic and cultural 
links with Japan and China. His parents both 
worked in psychology at the University of 
New England where his father had been the 
first enrolled student and would become its 
third Professor of Psychology. 
 
From Armidale Demonstration School 
– where he shared a desk with Peter 
Woolnough who would later entertain the 
world as Peter Allen – Paul attended TAS 
from 1956-1960 during which time he was 
a representative swimmer, helped edit The 
Armidalian and was a senior leader of the 
cadet unit. In early spring 1959, Paul and 
13 other cadets embarked on Operation 
Backwoods; an epic eight-day cross country 
trek from Armidale to Grafton via the gorge 
country, around 200km on foot. As wireless 
communications broke down, the group 
messaged the school via carrier pigeon, 
new pigeons being dropped to them by 
parachute. Paul’s account was published in 
The Armidalian, Walkabout magazine and 
reported by the ABC. In his final year he was 
Dux of the School and the recipient of a 
Commonwealth Scholarship.

After graduating in 1966, Paul and a 
friend drove a truck to Canberra, and he 
decided to stay. This led to Paul joining 
the Joint Investigation Bureau in the 
Defence Department, where he gained a 
reputation for being able to pick up and 
handle whatever task government set for 
him, progressing from Defence to Primary 
Industry and Treasury.  
 
During the minerals boom he held senior 
positions in the Department of National 
Resources, the Department of Trade, 
and later DFAT. He advised successive 
governments on uranium mining, the 
Multifunction Polis, the bridge Australia 
built over the Mekong River, international 
trade negotiations, and much else. In 1998-
99 he served as Secretary of the Defence 
Department, his appointment coming to an 
end after a disagreement with the Defence 
Minister and fellow Old Armidalian, John 
Moore AO (TAS 46-54). 
 
Having taken a degree in Asian Studies at 
ANU in the 1970s, Paul went on to a stellar 
career in business, consulting and research 
after his departure from Defence, always with 
the aim of improving Australian society and 
expanding Australia’s role in the world.  
 
He spent four years as CEO of the Business 
Council of Australia. For his service to public 
administration, public policy development, 
business and international trade, he was 
made an Officer of the Order of Australia 
(AO) in 1999. In 2001 he co-founded (and 
would chair until his brain surgery in April 
2021) the think-tank Australia21, which 

produced a series of reports on public policy 
issues, including climate change, ecosystem 
services, drug policy, refugee policy, wealth 
inequality and post-traumatic stress. Another 
project, which Paul co-founded in 2012, was 
the Campaign for an Iraq War Inquiry, which 
led in 2015 to Australians for War Powers 
Reform, and later its campaign, No War 
Without Parliament.  
 
Having served governments of both 
persuasions, Paul pressed many politicians 
to recognise that the gravest decision a 
government can make is sending forces into 
armed conflict. 
 
Paul maintained connections with TAS and 
UNE even before returning to Armidale in 
2014. He regularly attended alumni functions 
in Canberra, Melbourne and Armidale, 
playing chess for the Old Boys against 
current students, and a was a donor to the 
TAS Foundation. When a new governance 
structure for TAS was introduced in 2010 
Paul was one of the inaugural six Company 
Members representing the Old Armidalians’ 
Union, a position he continued to hold at the 
time of his death.  
 
Having received from UNE a Distinguished 
Alumni Award in 1997, he became an 
Adjunct Professor in 2015, was awarded an 
honorary Doctor of Letters in 2019, and had 
also served on the UNE Foundation for 15 
years. 
 
He was a benefactor of the New England 
Regional Art Museum and joined the 
Rotary Club of Armidale with which he 
was instrumental in initiating a Regional 
Employment Agriculture Project for Ezidi 
refugees who had settled in Armidale.  
 
Following his death there were hundreds of 
tributes from fellow public servants, former 
politicians and ‘the common man’, whose 
betterment was at the heart of all he did. 
 
Paul is survived by his family, Tom, Anna, 
Pauline, and Oscar, and dearest friend Angel. 

VALE PAUL BARRATT AO 
A MAN OF AND FOR THE PEOPLE

This obituary is largely the work of Dr Alison 
Broinowski AM and used with kind permission. 
Additional material by Tim Hughes and Karin von 
Strokirch
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Congratulations
With a strong contingent of TAS Old Boys 
in attendance, Stewart Woodhill (92-97) 
married Michaela Launerts at St Mary’s 
Church Manly on 23 Janaury 2021, their 
wedding having been postponed from New 
Year’s Eve due to the pandemic. While the 
change of plans prevented Donald Banks 
(89-97), Justin Copeman (90-97) and Ben 
Mingay (92-95) from being groomsmen 
as intended, there was no shortage of 
schoolmates in the large bridal party, which 
included James Crago (92-97), James 
Dampney (96-97), James Martell (96-97), 
Stewart’s brother John Woodhill (86-91) 
and Rafe Ritchie (96-97) who was also 
Master of Ceremonies at the reception at 
Manly Pavillion. The couple are now living 
in Neutral Bay, with Stewart now working at 
Toshiba and Michaela, teaching English at 
Kambala School, Rose Bay. 

Joel Colling (01–07) married Meg Ironfield 
(below) on Friday 10 December 2021 in 
Arakoon (South West Rocks).  The best man 
was Matt Hall (00-06).  Joel and Meg have 
built a home and reside in Arakoon, with 
Joel carrying out electrical work at Nestle 
Smithtown after years of FIFO to most states 
in Australia working on construction of LNG 
(liquified natural gas) plants and mining sites.

Now living in Brisbane, Erin Page (16-19) 
and her partner Luke Mears announced their 
engagement on 15 October 2021. 

Also based in Brisbane, Elli McRae (16-19)
took out a silver medal for Restaurant Service 
in the 2021 Worldskills Australia National 
Championships. Elli, who graduated earlier 
this year with a Diploma of Hospitality from 
TAFE Queensland South Bank Campus in 
Brisbane, competed in the Perth-based 
championships via Zoom at a satellite event 
in Brisbane.

Charlie Perry (98-03) has been named as 
one of four Australian finalists for the 2022 
Zanda McDonald Award, which recognises 
future young leaders in the agriculture 
sector in Australia and New Zealand. Having 
left a corporate life some years ago, Charlie 
is manager and partner at his family’s 
Wagyu beef cattle enterprise Trent Bridge 
Partnership based at Guyra. The Australian 
and New Zealand winners of the award will 
be announced in February.

As reported in the Australian Financial 
Review, Dai (David) Griffiths (87-
92), co-founder and CEO of Australian 
compliance and governance software 
maker CompliSpace, will stay on with the 
company after its $110 million acquisition 
by UK software firm Ideagen in October. 
Dai will be Ideagen’s top executive in the 
Asia-Pacific region. CompliSpace’s clients 
for their governance, risk, compliance and 
policy management software include many 
Australian schools and aged care facilities.

Old Armidalians continue to make their 
mark at university colleges. At Robb College, 
UNE, Dan Lethbridge (05-18), grandson 
of the late Ken McConville (staff ’71-’85), 
is the Junior Common Room President for 
2021 while Georgie O’Brien (16-18) has just 
completed the year as student Treasurer of 
Burgmann College ANU. At the University 
of Sydney, Henry O’Neil (08-19) is the 2022 
Deputy Senior Student of Wesley College; 
Henry Hughes (13-18) has been elected the 
incoming Senior Student of St Paul’s College, 
while Alex Wright (06-13) has been made 
an Honorary Fellow of St Andrew’s College 
in recognition of his significant contribution 
to the intellectual and cultural life at the 
college, including as an academic tutor, Dean 
of Students, Teaching Fellow and Head of 
Arts and Acting Archivist.

A number of former students will represent 
their communities on New England councils, 
following the NSW Local Government 
elections in December. Scott Kermode 
(80-85) has been returned to Walcha Council 
and will be joined by Mark Berry (77-79). 
Sam Coupland (84-89) secured the highest 
primary vote to Armidale Regional Council 
which will also include Todd Redwood (86-

90) who recently returned to his hometown 
after 30 years working in hospitality and 
later business standards and improvement 
in Sydney, United Kingdom and Singapore. 
(TAS P&F President Paul Gaddes is another 
new councillor.) Further north, Tim Alt 
(84-87) will serve on the Glen Innes Severn 
Council. Scott, Sam and Todd are also on 
the Committee of the OAU, while Mark is a 
former president.

Combining a love of the land with a 
fascination for engineering, Tom Wyatt (07-
12) is forging a career that is at the cutting 
edge of both industries. After graduating 
with a Bachelor of Mechatronic Engineering 
at the University of New South Wales in 
Sydney, Tom moved to Emerald in Central 
Queensland and took a position with 
SwarmFarm Robotics. Over the past two 
years Tom and his wife Annabel (a sister of 
Jonathan Paul (98-11), have started a small 
business called Span Engineering, designing 
and making systems to remotely control 
pumps, channel gates and silo aerators from 
a handheld device. Tom shared some of his 
story with Year 12 as the special guest at this 
year’s Valedictory Luncheon, attending by 
Zoom.

Condolences
Harold John Williams (59-62) died on 9 
October following a series of strokes.

Dr Ross Perry (64-65) died on 14 September 
2021 after a two-year battle with cancer. A 
highly respected veterinarian, he initially 
had a small-animal practice in Forestville 
Sydney, co-owned and operated a fauna 
tourism park and worked for various local 
government entities in the Sydney region. He 
then became a specialist in bird diseases and 
was the author of several books. In recent 
years, based at Lillian Rock on the NSW 
Far North Coast, he generously supported 
wildlife hospitals and sanctuaries in Bali and 
South East Asia. 

Simon Kitley (61-67) died on 1 December 
2021, having been in care, in Sydney, for 
many years. Condolences to his family 
particularly his brother Philip (59-63) and 
sister Margaret Gaskin. Simon was the son 
of former TAS Chaplain Rev Tom Kitley (staff 
53-69).
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Out of the blocks
AT REUNION WEEKEND 2021

Former students from 1965, 1981, 1991, 2001 and 2015 returned to 
TAS on Friday 3 and Saturday 4 of December for a trimmed-down 
OAU Reunion Weekend, the first that was able to be held since July 
2019. While none of the usual School v OAs sporting fixtures could 
be held, being the start of the summer holidays, it did not dampen 
the atmosphere as Old Armidalians celebrated the opportunity to get 
together after so many postponed attempts.

The festivities commenced at the Hoskins Centre on Friday night, 
where around 50 former students, from across the age groups some 
accompanied by partners, were officially welcomed by OAU President 
Stewart McRae and met new TAS Principal Dr Rachel Horton.
On Saturday morning, three extensive tours took former students 
around the school, leaving many overwhelmed by the extent of how 
much the campus had changed since their last visit. 
As these were happening, there were plenty of laughs and a number 
of boundaries at the OAU 20:20 Cricket match, with a number of 
former students aiming to return to the form of their youth. 

That afternoon, the Union’s AGM was the last for Stewart McRae as 
President, highlights of his three year term including the OAU Chapel 
St Gates, a gift from the OAU to the School for its 125th anniversary in 
2019. Simon Wright (’91) was elected president, with Todd Redwood 
(’90), Sam Treloar (’00) and Simon Wood (’00) joining the Committee. 
Due to the holidays, the Union Dinner was held at the Royal Hotel, 
where more than 50 of the Classes of 1965 and 1981, and others, 
enjoyed each other’s company and an address by the Principal, as the 
guest of honour. 

1965 leavers on a tour of the school

A number of the Class of 2015 at Hoskins on Friday night

1965 leavers Dennis Martin and new OAU Sydney Branch president John 
Steuart with Dr Horton

Members of the victorious cricket team Matthew Wykniet (‘11), Andrew 
Patrick (‘11),  students Hudson Eichorn and Will Glover, (front) Angus Trenerry 
(‘11), Gareth Rickards (‘01),  Simon Hall (‘01) and Cameron Patrick (’08)

1981 leavers Steven Broun, Chris Weber and Neil Lawrie at Saturday’s dinner

Captain of the 1991 First XI James Dent and 2022 Cricket Captain 
Hudson Eichorn lead their teams onto Wakefield



Reunion Weekend – 22-24 July 

Reunions, reunions, reunions in 2022 
SAVE THE DATE NOW! 

1970
John Treloar
john@treloars.com.au   
0418 659 052
 
Dick Hodgson
rthodgson88@gmail.com  
0400 939 445 

1971  
Comrie Bucknell
comrie.bucknell@iinet.net.au 
0412 042 973

1980 
Will Winter
will@willwinter.com.au  
0407 820 049
 
Tim Cole
hobill500@gmail.com  
0423 769 953

2000 
Sam Treloar   
sam.treloar@gmail.com  
0422 399 582
 
Tom Abbott 
abbott.tom@gmail.com
0422 174 333

2010 
Archie Denning 
archie@29th.com.au  
0427 885 650
 
Lachie Sewell 
ljsewell92@gmail.com  
0421 448 991 

2016
Ben Moffatt 
benmoffatt772@gmail.com  
0428 631 824
 
Charlie Wyatt
charlie.wyatt0@icloud.com  
0487 299 288 

Jarrod Bourke 
jarrodbourke18@gmail.com  
0458 398 777

With life returning to some sense of normality, the OAU and the  
School are looking forward to welcoming back former students to  
two Reunion Weekends planned for 2022. 

On 18-20 March will be ‘Catchup Reunion Weekend’ – for those year 
groups who postponed their get togethers that were due to take 
place in 2020 and 2021. This happens to be the weekend of the 
Armidale cricket finals, providing the opportunity for a focal point 
should the TAS First XI make the local grand final - and if not, the 
chance for an OAs v School game on the Cricket Oval. There will also 
be welcome drinks on Friday night at the Hoskins Centre, school 
tours and the Reunion Dinner in the Dining Hall (40 year leavers and 
above), with Principal Dr Rachel Horton as special guest.

‘Catchup’ Reunion Weekend – 18-20 March

Meanwhile, the reunions for former students whose cohort year ends 
in a 2 or a 7, will most likely be held on 22-24 July, coinciding with 
the last rugby home game of the season (against The Scots College). 
Early plans include welcome drinks on Friday night in the Hoskins 
Centre, the customary OA v School sporting competitions for the 
Croft Cup in hockey, shooting, chess, tennis, tug of war, and for the 
first time netball; the Reunion Dinner in the Dining Hall for 40 year 
leavers and above, the OAU AGM and Chapel Service.

For more information, contact your reunion organiser below, or Mr 
Tim Hughes or Mrs Emily Griffiths at TAS on (02) 6776 5800.

1972  
John Richards 
 johnerichards@bigpond.com 
0419 236 002 
 
Tim Hough 
timhough1@bigpond.com 
0427 011 660 
 
Ian Macdonald 
ian_macdonald1@yahoo.co.uk 
02 9909 0115  
 
Tim Robertson 
timrobertson6@msn.com 
 
1982  
Tim Hughes 
thughes@as.edu.au  
0409 662 420 
 
Duncan McDonald 
texan678@gmail.com  
0467 224 520 
 
1992  
Dai Griffiths 
David.Griffiths@complispace.
com.au   
0409 245 736

1997   
Justin Copeman
justin@fydapparel.com.au  
0403 480 278

2002 
Jono Peatfield
jonopeatfield@hotmail.com

2007  
Harry Warrick
henryjwarrick@gmail.com  
0434 415 772

2012 
Joshua Moloney
josh.moloney94@gmail.com  
0405 319 558

2017 
Jim Orr
jim.orr1999@gmail.com  
0457 857 286 

Katrina Osborne 
katrina.osborne@hotmail.com 
0422 177 492

STOP PRESS
The Sydney Branch of the OAU is hoping to hold another one of 
it's 'long lunch' events, on Friday 11 March, to officially welcome 
Principal Dr Rachel Horton. More details will be emailed to OAs 
in February; in the meantime, for further details contact Paddy 
Flower at pflower@bigpond.net.au
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