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TAS Middle School (Years 6-8) is an authorised school for the 

International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years Programme 

(MYP). The MYP has been implemented at TAS since the start 

of 2018, and we have seen an overwhelming benefit for our 

Middle School students. 

We have witnessed our Middle School students develop 

into more engaged, creative, globally aware senior students 

and this lies at the heart of our adoption of the MYP. Its 

introduction is incremental and does not affect the NSW 

curriculum that is taught at TAS. However it has changed the 

way it is taught, allowing for greater freedom to explore inter-

disciplinary learning through global contexts, promote critical 

thinking and engender heightened creativity and expression.

Mr Luke Polson 
Head of  Middle School

Mrs Rachel Piddington 
MYP Coordinator



The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, 

knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better 

and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and 

respect.

An IB education is based upon some compelling objectives:

1. A student centred focus in academic programs, promoting 

healthy relationships, ethical responsibility  

and personal challenge

2. Developing effective approaches to teaching and  

learning for both academic and personal success
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What is the International Baccalaureate 
Middle Years Programme?
The IB MYP is an approach to education that is internationally 

recognised as being one that prepares students to become 

creative, critical and reflective thinkers through its unique 

system of academic rigour and a focus on personal growth.

Middle School Mission Statement 
TAS Middle School strives to encourage all students 
to become responsible global citizens, resilient, 
independent and lifelong learners. 

Based up a strong Christian ethos, we aim to 
inspire all students to succeed by making informed 
decisions that promote their academic, spiritual, 
social, emotional and physical growth.

3. Working within a global context increasing understanding 

of languages and cultures, international ideas and issues

4. Exploring curriculum content that is broad and balanced, 

conceptual and connected.

The IB Learner Profile effectively outlines the skills we want all 

our Middle School students to develop and lies at the heart of 

the Middle Years Programme.



Why the Middle Years Programme?
The Middle Years Programme (MYP) fits perfectly with 

our whole-school academic strategy; the IB Primary Years 

Programme (PYP) is implemented in Junior School and our 

Senior School begins with our very successful elective choice 

structure for Years 9 and 10, before the focus and attention is 

turned to the HSC program of Years 11 and 12. The natural fit of 

the MYP within this framework is exciting and better prepares 

our students for Senior School.

TAS is a member of the Round Square group of schools 

and as such we support and engage in the Round Square 

IDEALS (outlined below). One of the early influencers of the 

development of the IB was Dr Kurt Hahn who also founded 

Outward Bound and the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme and 

upon whose educational philosophy Round Square is based. 

Dr Hahn believed that education should include physical fitness 

challenge and adventure, a sense of compassion through 

service and development of self-reliance 
and self- discipline.

INTERNATIONALISM – students see themselves as global citizens and look beyond 

 gender, class, race, nationality and culture  

DEMOCRACY –  freedom of thought and speech is encouraged and communication  
channels are set in place 

ENVIRONMENTALISM – students learn about the fine balance and interdependence  
between humans and the planet

ADVENTURE – schools offer activities that foster a spirit of adventure to discover they are capable 
of more than they might have imagined 

LEADERSHIP – students learn true leadership is serving others and is found in those whose 

convictions are rooted in personal responsibility, kindness and justice     

SERVICE – students come face to face with the plight of those in most need around the world  
and realise they can make a positive difference through service.

These natural synergies between the IB mission and the Round 

Square IDEALS affirm the TAS education philosophy - that 

education should be about the holistic development of the 

child also lends itself to the adoption of the MYP. Particularly in 

today’s world, appreciating the broader global context in which 

we live and the diversity within it gives our students an edge.

What does the MYP look like at TAS?
One of the most profound changes we have seen with our 

Middle School students is in their levels of engagement with 

their academic work as they become more familiar with inquiry-

based learning. 

In an MYP classroom students are at the centre of learning. They 

are drawing connections between all subject areas and learning 

is explicitly linked to the world around them. Each subject topic 

is taught through the lens of one of the six Global Contexts 

(Identities and Relationships, Globalisation and Sustainability, 

Personal and Cultural Expression, Fairness and Development, 

Orientation in Space and Time, Scientific and Technical 

Innovation). These frame the learning within a meaningful 

context; encourage a deeper reason for learning; encourage 

deeper enquiry; extend students beyond the curriculum 

content; promote international mindedness; and help them to 

recognise our common humanity.

ROUND SQUARE
IDEALS



What is taught?
The NESA (NSW Education Standards Authority) curriculum is 

still followed, however the MYP names some subjects slightly 

differently. The MYP framework comprises eight subject groups 

providing a broad and balanced education for early adolescents. 

Students take the core courses of: language and literature, 

individuals and societies, mathematics, sciences, physical and 

health education, language acquisition, arts, and design.

Each subject area is also responsible for the teaching of ATL 

skills (Approach to Learning). All Middle School teachers are 

responsible for explicitly teaching and developing these 

essential skills in our students.

The aim of embedding ATL skills into our curriculum is to 

enable students to become stronger, more independent and 

self-regulated learners. ATL skills can be learned and taught, 

improved with practice and developed incrementally. They 

provide a solid foundation for learning independently and with 

others. ATL skills help students prepare for, and demonstrate 

learning through, meaningful assessment. They provide a 

common language that students and teachers can use to reflect 

on, and articulate on, the process of learning.

There are five ATL skills categories, expanded into 

developmentally appropriate skills clusters, which are shown 

below.

What is the Year 8 Community project? 
The MYP Community Project is one the most rewarding major 

works Year 8 students will engage with. Students work in small 

groups, research a ‘need’ in their community and then act on 

that need to develop a solution. The length of time students 

must work on this project is, in itself, worthy of mention.

The significance of this Community Project is comparable 

to a ‘major work’ undertaken by senior students and it is the 

reason this is such powerful component of the MYP. It takes 

considerable effort to manage the need identification, research 

solutions and prepare final reports and exhibition materials. 

With the support of staff, the community project results in 

students who are better prepared for the rigours of later 

academic demands. 

The project culminates in an exhibition to parents, staff and 

the whole school and is something our Middle School looks 

forward to. 

 
What physical changes will you see?
The Hub (former library) is the location of the IB Hub, where our 

IB coordinator’s office is based in the heart of one of the most 

active areas of the school. The number of students who visit The 

Hub to study, join a tutorial after school or work collaboratively 

with others, has grown exponentially since the introduction of 

the Extended Day Program at the beginning of 2018. Boarders 

and day students use this fantastic space to pursue their 

academic goals any time from 7:30am until 9:00pm. .

Service and the Middle Years Programme
Service is an important component of the MYP and is also one 

of the key IDEALS of Round Square. Specific Middle School 

programs include the annual service trip to St Christopher’s 

Orphanage, Suva Fiji, open to Year 8 students. TAS is progressing 

with the introduction of school- wide, curriculum-based Service 

Learning programs that aim to provide all students with the 

opportunity to learn through active engagement in service 

activities, addressing human and community needs while 

also providing structured opportunities for personal growth, 

reflection and transformation. Enhanced awareness of social 

issues, experiential learning that encourage student initiatives 

and problem solving skills, team work to achieve a common 

goal, and acknowledgment of the importance of community 

will all be important learning outcomes.

.

ATL skills categories MYP ATL skill clusters

Communication i Communication

Social ii Collaboration

Self-management iii Organisation

iv Affective

v Reflection

Research vi Information 
                 literacy

vii Media literacy

Thinking viii Critical thinking

ix              Creative thinking

x               Transfer



The IB Team at TAS

As the only school in the New England/ North West to be 

an authorised IB World School, we are very proud of the way 

our teachers have embraced this framework for teaching 

and learning. They intrinsically understand the opportunities 

and benefits the IB brings to our students and are actively 

undertaking ongoing Professional Development. 

TAS has a dedicated team who work on the implementation 

of the IB Middle Years Programme that is responsible for all 

pedagogical and practical elements. They meet regularly to 

ensure that they develop learners who are engaging with 

big ideas and development skills they can rely on tin their 

independent and purpose-driven lives.

 

TAS MYP Co-ordinator –  
Mrs Rachel Piddington
Rachel began teaching at TAS in 2015, having arrived from 

the UK where she worked at a co-ed Middle School before 

moving to Australia. Rachel studied a BA (Hons) Middle Years 

Mathematics Education at Liverpool John Moores University 

and then went on to complete a Master of Education at UNE.

Rachel is a Senior Mathematics teacher at TAS, is the Master 

in Charge of Netball, and leads the Year 7 Outdoor Education 

Programme. As the MYP Co-ordinator, Rachel is at the centre of 

the team responsible for the implementation of the MYP.

“It is exciting to see the level of 

engagement in our classrooms, 

helping foster a learning 

environment and an approach to 

learning, that empowers students 

to thrive”  

 
Rachel Piddington
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