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I find it astonishing to remember that at the start of 2022 we returned to school wearing 
masks and undertaking several COVID tests a week. Students and staff were not only 
isolating when they tested positive, but when they had been deemed close contacts of 
anyone else who tested positive. While we were delighted to be on site, Terms 1 and 2 
were arguably the most challenging in terms of COVID for the School with high staff and 
student absentee rates, boarding families collecting their children on a regular basis and 
events cancelled or rescheduled at late notice. We persisted and while COVID sadly does 
continue to impact a number of individuals, school operations have now returned to as 
close to normal as we can remember.

The year began with academic success for our 2021 Year 12 cohort, with seven students 
achieving ATARS above 95 and 17 students on the Distinguished Achievers list. 

There have been a range of sporting successes over the year with many of our students 
achieving representative status in their sport, too many to mention individually. Many 
of our teams have also experienced successes, again too numerous to mention, but it is 
worth acknowledging our Mountain Biking team who were the overall winners at the 
Schools National Mountain Bike championships.

The achievements of students involved in the Creative Arts have been equally impressive 
with the amazing Senior School production of Rhinoceros, Middle School’s Horrible 
Histories, the Junior School production Shrek, a multitude of musical performances, 
Armidale Eisteddfod and New England Sings, all showcasing our students both on stage 
and behind the scenes in a range of capacities.

TAS stepped back into the realm of overseas travel with an incredibly successful and 
perspective changing trip for Year 8 students to St Christopher’s Orphanage in Fiji. Active 
service is an area we need to rebuild after COVID and a reinvigorated commitment to 
service through activities and Round Square with opportunities to engage both locally 
and for a few, overseas, will support this. In the realm of challenge and adventure, the 
Triple Crown had another creative year in terms of disrupted events, but saw students 
across the whole school involved in the challenges set. 

And perhaps the highlight of the year for some, Activities Week, took place with most 
of our Middle and Senior School students engaged in cadets, Rural Fire Service, Surf 
Lifesaving or Service, all equally rigorous programs. 

Looking forward to 2023, I hope I can say with more certainty this year that while there 
will no doubt be new challenges sent our way, our ability to be together, on-site, without 
significant restrictions is exciting. Every year at TAS is a busy one, with opportunity and 
challenge for the students in every sphere of school life. 

Last year I spoke of my intention that at TAS we will always review what we do to ensure 
that we are doing the very best that we can and delivering the best possible outcomes 
for our students. While we look for many ways to do this, a significant contribution 
in this area came from the MMG surveys conducted with parents, students, staff and 
alumni this year. I was particularly delighted to see the very high levels of ‘Expectations 
met/exceeded’ for all 25 reasons parents noted for their choice of TAS, from ‘Quality of 
Teaching’ to the ‘Junior School’s IB PYP’.  The overall score for parents’ ‘expectations met/
exceeded’ was a high 91 percent. 

I look forward to sharing a little more detail and some focus areas for 2023 with parents, 
in the new year.

Dr Rachel Horton 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S
SPEECH DAY ADDRESS

“Have a crack. Choose your 
attitude. Have a go and don’t 
be afraid to fail. Seek out new 
experiences, and build each other 
up.” 

I knew that going to this school was a privilege so I wanted to make 
the most of it. Have a crack and get involved. It’s a pretty simple 
concept, but if you apply it to your school days you will leave this place 
full of experiences that you won’t regret. I’m not saying they will all be 
good experiences, but they will build your knowledge of yourself, build 
your ability to be resilient and shape a positive attitude. 

When I went off to university to study Commerce/Psychology, I had 
no idea what I wanted to do, so a mate suggested I get some sales 
experience as it helps with everything in business. Next thing, I was a 
sales rep, selling screws and nails to family run hardware stores around 
NSW. It wasn’t exactly what Mum and Dad had pictured after four years 
of Uni but it was a start and with a good work ethic and a positive 
attitude a start is all you need.

Regardless of your future career, you need to be able to engage with 
people and communicate, and sales is at the heart of that. But after 
striving for eight years to be Australia’s greatest screw salesman I took a 
serious career turn. One of my best mates opened up about his battles 
with mental health after being severely depressed at uni despite 
no-one knowing. He then went on to establish batyr, a mental health 
charity. When he first shared his experience it blew me away and I had 
to help, initially as a volunteer, and then he convinced me to leave my 
illustrious and ‘riveting’ screw job and join batyr as Head of Partnerships 
and Fundraising. I took a massive pay cut, and handed back my 
company car and phone, but it was worth it! I was in the toughest 
most competitive sales environment there is, charity fundraising.  After 
nine months a board director pulled me aside and basically said if I 
can’t get any cash in the door, I'd be out the door. There were some 
tough days at the office after that, watching the bank balance decline 
and trying to come up with new ways to find cash. 

Delivering the first batyr program TAS was a career highlight for me. 
Despite being a relatively new mental health charity TAS backed me in 
and we delivered the batyr sessions for the first time. I saw the impact 
we could have and knew we had to make it work. 

Thankfully, over the next six months we generated nearly $1million and 
we went from a team of five to over 50 in three years. We failed fast, 
learnt from our experiences and had a crack even when others kept 
saying no. 

We chose our attitude at batyr, we weren’t going to be the doom and 
gloom mental health charity, we were positive, bold and energetic. 

For the last three years I have had the privilege of being the CEO of 
Life Education, the home of Healthy Harold. It’s been an amazing 
experience reporting to a giraffe!  Thanks to some curve balls like 
COVID, I have had to work really hard with the team to make the best 
of the circumstances. We created new programs, virtual classrooms, 
built new IT systems and supported the NSW Government’s Early 
Learning reform… but most importantly we have created an awesome 
culture, we support each other’s wellbeing, live up to our values and 
everyone loves turning up to work and that’s important. We never ask 
for perfection; failing is how we learn and get better.

I have had some incredible experiences so far in my life and most of 
the ones that come to mind are the balls ups, the time you are up 
against it, not sure what to do, but figure it out. That is where you learn 
and really develop. 

It is you who chooses the attitude you take. And that rubs off on 
everyone. If you choose to be positive, to have a go, to treat others 
with respect -  that will have a great impact on those around you 
and it starts to build a culture. A great culture makes hard days easier, 
unsolvable challenges solvable, it builds energy and positive energy 
builds a momentum that can’t be stopped. 

So I encourage you, as you head into the summer holidays, think about 
the attitude you choose every day and the impact that can have on 
those around you, choose to seek out new experiences and adventure, 
build your resilience bank and just have a crack. 

(This is an extract from Mr Peatfield's address)

Speech Day Special Guest 
MR JONATHON PEATFIELD (OA ’02)

Jonathon Peatfield presents Ashlee Morgan (Year 8) with her academic prizes
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In 1979 a youngster from the big smoke 
wearing shorts, long socks and a mullet, 
moved into a duty master’s flat in Dangar 
House and showed up for work as Recreation 
Officer overseeing boys’ activities in the 
newly-constructed TAS gym. The young 
Armidale Teachers College student could 
never have imagined that 43 years later, 
just a stone’s throw away, and somewhat 
more conservatively dressed, he would be 
farewelled for his service to TAS that equates 
to almost a third of the history of the school.

The Hoskins Centre was filled with goodwill 
on 7 December, when friends, colleagues and 
current parents – many his former students 
– shared decades of reflections about Ian 
Alexander Lloyd, and his journey at TAS from 
Junior School to, well, Junior School!

Goodbye, 
Mr Lloyd
“In 1980 I did my final placement  in the Year 
6 classroom with a pretty good friend, who 
allowed me to write my own Prac teaching 
report – not surprisingly I passed with flying 
colours! But I still had to pass my interview 
with the Headmaster Alan Cash, a Rhodes 
Scholar with an enormous intellect. ‘I know 
you can play rugby – but can you coach 
cricket?,’ he asked  - and so I secured a part 
time job teaching Year 7 remedial Maths!” 

From 1981 until 2022 - apart from two years 
travelling in the 1980s when he met his future 
wife Sally in Corsica, Ian has been (more than) 
full time at TAS, becoming one of a handful of 
staff to have contributed more than 40 years 
to the institution. 

Out of the classroom, he has been 
Sportsmaster, Senior Housemaster, MIC Rugby 
and Athletics, a cricket and tennis coach, in 
charge of squash, involved in cadets, kayaked, 
ran Surf Lifesaving and performed in the P&F’s 
long-running fundraiser, Music Hall. For many, 
he will be mainly remembered for more than 
25 years in boarding, originally in Junior School 
and then as the founding Head of Middle 
School Boarding where along with Sally at 
his side, they became substitute parents to 
hundreds of young adolescent boys in White 
House, sharing their own home and time, 
generously.

A primary teacher at the core, 'Lloydy' was 
appointed Head of Junior School in 2011, 
during which time it grew exponentially to 
record enrolments and introduced the IB 
Primary Years Programme.

Perhaps it was inevitable he would become 
ingrained in New England life; a cousin of the 
Forster family from Abington Station, where 
he had spent some cold school holidays as 
a child, Ian would only decades on discover 
his father had briefly attended TAS during the 
Second World War, and then later, served with 
the former TAS Headmaster Murray Guest, 
with whom he had been at Sydney Grammar 
School, from Year 4. It would be an enduring 
association into the third generation, with Ian's 
son Arthur and Murray's son Harry sharing 
their whole schooling together, graduating in 
2012.

“I loved my time in boarding and getting to 
know and work with entire families and in 
some cases, the second generation as well. It 
has been a privilege to raise my own family 
in such a wonderful environment, in and 
outside term time. Having TAS as my home for 
26 years, and my work place throughout my 
career, was clearly satisfying enough for me 
to not to be tempted by offers to entice our 
family away.”

As to the future?

“Well it won’t be to retire! The list of jobs on 
the fridge is getting longer and Sally has 
found lists stashed away behind it as well! We 
love our home in Armidale where hopefully I 
can finally turn my grapes into (better) wine, 
playing golf and spend more time with family 
and friends,” he says.

TAS Bear, and all of TAS, will miss you. Thank 
you, Mr Lloyd.

Ian and Sally Lloyd with sons and Old Armidalians 
Arthur and Harry

In the spirit of Graham Norton, Cressida Mort 
interviewed past staff members Kel Hardingham, 
Dennis Dempster, Pip Warrick and Jason Lincoln 
as Ian Lloyd watches on

Long time work colleagues Kel Hardingham,  
Tim Scott, Mark Taylor and Ralph Hunt at the farewell
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Long serving staff  
In addition to the retirement of Mr Ian Lloyd, TAS farewelled a number of 
other teachers at the end of 2022, including three who have been at the 
school for more than 15 years. 

There have been many constants at TAS since 1999, one of those 
being Mr Mark Taylor, not just as a teacher but as Head of Personal 
Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE) for the duration 
of his time at the school. Indeed, when he arrived, he was almost the 
entire faculty, with just one other teacher, on part time. Since then the 
department has flourished with Mark being a tremendous mentor to 
numerous other PDHPE teachers who have also shared their passions for 
a subject that has become increasingly popular with students, many of 
whom have achieved outstanding academic results. 
Earlier in his time at TAS he was also involved in boarding in Croft 
House, and relished being part of the school lives of his children Joshua, 
Michael and Maddie. 
A Victorian by birth, Mark brought to TAS a passion for AFL that never 
quite translated to a school Aussie Rules team. He did, however, develop 
a love of rugby, coaching teams including the Opens, and lead a 
number of development tours to New Zealand. In recent years Mark has 
been the much-loved coach of TAS 1 Netball, helping deliver the team 
to finals berths. We look forward to Mark returning to TAS part time in 
2023 continuing his role as Careers Advisor. 

FONDLY FAREWELLED

Mark and Lyndell Taylor

Richard and Sonya Newton

 Anne Trenerry

Rev Richard Newton leaves TAS after 17 years of faithful service as 
Chaplain, but his absence will create a larger void than just his formal 
ministry. Richard came to TAS in July 2005 from Cranbrook School, 
being familiar with Armidale having studied Economics at UNE as an 
undergraduate some years previously. His primary role at TAS has been 
leading the Chaplaincy team, where he has been engaged with all 
students either in the classroom with Christian Development lessons or 
at school and Wednesday night Boarders’ Chapel. Richard is committed 
to teaching the Bible in an age appropriate and engaging way that 
encourages students to make their own informed decision about what 
they believe. Other outreach initiatives during his time have included 
‘Blokes, Brekky and Bibles’; Siserkyck (Service in Sydney followed by the 
Katoomba Christian Youth Convention); the ‘Bikes and Bibles’ mountain 

bike camp held during summer holidays, and the annual Christian 
service trip to Agape Orphanage in Thailand. Complementing his 
ministry work has been Rev’s passions and skills such as football 
(including as MIC), canyoning and abseiling. During his time at TAS 
Rev helped to support the School through highs and lows and was 
also a parent to six students at the school. Rev leaves us to return 
to the Blue Mountains and Thomas Hassall Anglican College at 
Middleton Grange and we wish him well.

Some say it is one of the toughest gigs in the school – but Mrs 
Anne Trenerry’s love of teaching our youngest students has been a 
mainstay of Junior School since 2004. It was the general educational 
opportunities for her sons Brent and Angus that put TAS on the radar 
for Anne, who prior to that time had taught at Tweed Heads and 
Wee Waa, where she had met her husband David. After a year filling 
a maternity leave position in Transition (now Pre-Kindy),  she held 
other teaching roles in Junior School before becoming permanent 
in 2008 on Kindergarten, where her talent and passion is. Anne is 
renowned at weaving magic into her teaching; with a special mix of 
love and firmness and a quiet way of getting all her students to reach 
their potential. That fondness is reciprocated by former students 
who recall her kind nature, her singing, gardening, craft and cooking. 
A self-confessed non-sportswoman, like all TAS staff she rose to 
the challenge and coached her charges in cricket, gymnastics and 
netball. After stepping back to part-time teaching a few years ago, 
she has most recently been assisting in Pre-Kindy. We wish Anne all 
the best in her retirement.
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Aiden Swick
DUX OF TAS FOR 2022 

An Australian Tertiary Admission Rank of 97.75 
was literally music to the ears of Aiden Swick, 
who was named Dux of the School following 
the release of the HSC results on15 December. 

Aiden achieved Band 6s in Music 2, Music 
Extension and Physics, and was also 
nominated for ENCORE, the state-wide HSC 
Music showcase.  Aiden is confident his 
ATAR will enable him to study Engineering at 
either the University of New South Wales or 
University of Sydney.

Ruby Straker secured four Band 6s in a diverse 
range of subjects – Geography, Legal Studies, 
Mathematics and Music Extension and 
achieved an ATAR of 93.85. 

Will Mackson achieved outstanding results 
in Music, gaining a mark of 49 out of 50 in 
Music Extension and 97 in Music 2. Will was 
also twice nominated for ENCORE, including 
for an own composition, and secured an ATAR 
of 90.35.

Other students with ATARs above 90 were 
Maxwell Guppy (93.2), Harry Schneider (91.9) 
and Bridget Burnett (91.85).

Louis Ross, a Year 11 accelerant, topped 
Mathematics Advanced with 96 while fellow 
Year 11 student Emily Thompson achieved 
94 in Music 2 and was also nominated for 
ENCORE, as was Jayden Credazzi, who also 
secured a Band 6 in Music 1 with a score of 96. 
Augustus White secured a Band 6 in Industrial 
Technology and was nominated for InTech, the 
HSC Industrial Technology showcase.

In other highlights, all students of Drama, 
Music Ext 1, Music 2 and Textiles and Design 
gained either a Band 6 or Band 5. 
Overall, 14 students achieved 24 Band 6 results 
in 14 subjects – English Advanced, 
Business Studies, Drama, Industrial Technology, 
Legal Studies, Mathematics Ext 1, 

Mathematics Advanced, Mathematics, 
Mathematics Standard, Music 1, Music 2, Music 
Ext, Physics, Software Design & Development.
Principal Dr Rachel Horton congratulated the 
Class of 2022 on their achievements.

“It has been a challenging couple of years 
for these students particularly due to COVID 
disruptions and it is wonderful to see that hard 
work has been rewarded,” she said. 

“Most importantly, it is very pleasing that so 
many of the year group have already been 
accepted into their university course of choice 
or other study and work pursuits, and we wish 
them all well for their future endeavours.”

Congratulations to the Class of 2022!

Aiden Swick 
 97.75 Dux

Nominated for ENCORE

Ruby Straker 
 93.85

Maxwell Guppy
93.2

William Mackson 
90.35

Nominated for ENCORE

Harry Schneider 
 91.9

• Aiden Swick TAS Dux with an ATAR of 97.75
• 14 students on Distinguished Achievers List achieved 24 Band 6 results in 14 subjects
• Five Nominations for HSC Music Showcase ENCORE
• 1 Nomination for HSC Industrial Technology Showcase InTech

Bridget Burnett 
 91.85

Dr Horton presents Aiden Swick with an award at Valedictory Day
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Japanese students 
A short film by Year 10 Japanese students Holly Dauparas, Olivia Lockett 
and Bethan Palfreyman has won the 2022 Video Matsuri competition, 
the second consecutive year the girls have taken out this national 
competition. Run by the Japan Foundation, the contest fosters a creative 
understanding of language and culture in a three minute film, which 
must incorporate a signature item – this year, being a ‘foroshiki’, a special 
cloth used for wrapping objects. In their film ‘Watch Where You’re 
Going’, an arrogant business executive gets their just deserts when a 
well-loaded cash box wrapped in a foroshiki is accidentally swapped 
for an identical one of considerably lesser value, during a collision with 
a passer-by. Judges praised the film, saying it had a “a well-structured 
plot and was very entertaining to watch… the dialagoue being well 
rehearsed and delivered effectively through the acting.” 

“Having won the award last year we wanted 
to build on that with a more sophisticated 
storyline, so it was great to be recognised by 
the judges for that”, said Holly.

Receiving a Special Mention award was ‘The Life of a Furoshiki’, entered 
by Hugo Li, Ty Schalk-O’Brien, Oscar Donoghue, Austin Pease and David 
Karnaghan.

‘Watch Where You’re Going’ can be viewed at bit.ly/3EXd3gf

Filmmakers Olivia Lockett, Bethan Palfreyman and Holly Dauparas with 
their award (above) and a still from the video, below.

National Youth Science Forum 
Guy Hardin (pictured) has been selected to join some of the brightest 
young minds in the country in January at the National Youth Science 
Forum in Sydney. Guy’s application to attend NYSF was supported by 
the Rotary Club of Armidale. Rotary Australia is a founding partner of 
the Forums, now held in several cities, which offer a 10 day program 
designed to give students going into Year 12 a broader understanding 
of the wide range of study and career options available in the area of 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).

TAKE NATIONAL FILM AWARD - AGAIN

Guy off to 

http://bit.ly/3EXd3gf
http://bit.ly/3EXd3gf
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Debaters make national grand final
‘Should countries with a poor human rights 
record be banned from hosting major 
sporting events?’  While Qatar was hosting the 
football World Cup, back in Australia the TAS 
Opens B (Year 11) debating team took to the 
screen to tackle Scotch College Melbourne 
on this topical issue in the senior grand final 
of the National Virtual Debating Competition 
on 6 December. Having been defeated in their 
own quarter final against a Year 11 Scotch 
team earlier in the term, Sofia Paris, Louis 
Ross, Fred Kearney and Bella Banister earnt 
their spot in the grand final after defeating 
oft-times premiers Canberra Girls Grammar 
in a semi, two weeks earlier – a spot that had 
actually been secured by TAS Opens A, made 
up of Year 12 students who by that time had 
departed.  While the Year 12 Scotch boys 
took the national title as they represented 
their school for the last time, the TAS quartet 
delivered a fantastic case of logic, teamwork 
and rebuttal that earned them praise from the 
two adjudicators. 

TAS entered five teams in this year’s 
competition, with four making it through to 
the quarter finals. Other highlights included 
the Year 9 team (Daniel Emmery, Samuel 
Krishnan, Jack Coddington and Stella Maroulis) 
being undefeated in the pool and knockout 
rounds and the Year 7/8 team (Robin Henry, 
Steven Harwood, Jessica Emmery and Peter 
Thompson) pulling off a terrific win against 
PLC Sydney in the knockout round.

Louis Ross in action against Canberra Girls’ Grammar School in the NVD Opens semi-final, with Fred 
Kearney, Sofia Paris and Bella Banister watching on

Lions Youth of the Year success
TAS was well represented by Sofia Paris and Fred Kearney at 
this year’s Lions Youth of the Year Competition, hosted by the 
Armidale Dumaresq Lions Club, the first to be held for two years 
due to the pandemic. The first component, worth 70 percent 
of their overall mark, was an interview with three judges on 
Saturday 29 October about their academic, co-curricular and 
community involvement, and also their thoughts on local, 
national and international issues. The following Wednesday they 
took part in the public speaking section at Armidale Bowling 
Club as part of a special Lions Club dinner meeting. The five 
competitors each delivered prepared speeches and also two 
impromptus, on the topics ‘Water or dry?’ and ‘What will you 
remember the coronavirus pandemic for?’ Afterwards, Fred was 
named as the overall Youth of the Year winner and will now move 
on to the region finals in 2023.

TAS debaters also competed for the Federation Cup at a gala day in Tamworth on 23 November, 
arguing for glory against Calrossy Anglican School, Farrer MAHS and hosts, McCarthy Catholic 
College. The format was a prepared debate in the preliminary round, with impromptus for the 
finals. Our debaters equipped themselves well, with our Stage 5 and 6 teams being undefeated 
and winning their divisions. While TAS won two of the three finals, McCarthy won overall by a 
single point. 



Binghi 199 – 9 Co-Curricular

Year 8 student Ashlee Morgan is making a name for herself on 
the hockey field, having had an outstanding tournament at the 
Hockey Australia U13s Carnival held in Hobart from 28 September 
- 4 October. Ashlee was selected as Captain of the NSW Lions 
(girls) team, one of two NSW teams playing at the championships. 
Of the 11 games played, the team notched up eight wins, 20 
draws and a loss, with 19 goals for and only two goals against, 
finishing just one point behind Queensland Cinders on the final 
standings. 

In other hockey news this term, a number of TAS players achieved 
outstanding results representing Hockey New England at the 
U15 State Indoor Hockey Championships at Orange on 12-14 
November, striking gold. Luke Schmude and Mitchell Evans were 
members of the U15 boys team who won their semi by scoring 
three goals in the last 90 seconds of the game, then defeated 
Metro Sydney South West 3-2 in the Division 1 grand final. Not to 
be outdone, Tempe Macarthur Onslow, Scarlett Buntine, Jeanie 
Inglis (c), Mosie Wright and Emma Henry were part of the HNE 
U15 girls team that were victorious over Sydney East 5-4 to take 
out the Division 2 grand final on the final day of the competition.

Ashlee Morgan’s hockey success

Ashlee Morgan on the field for the NSW Lions at the Hockey Australia U13s 
carnival in Hobart

Honours awarded to trio
Three students were given a standing ovation by School at Assembly 
on 18 October when they were presented with Honours, the highest 
co-curricular award, for excellence in official TAS pursuits at a national 
level. 
 
Lennox Neilson – Honours in Hockey. Having played at representative 
level at NCIS and CIS, Lennox was selected at CIS for the NSW Under 
16s team which played at the National Championships in Hobart in 
August, the team winning a gold medal. Lennox was also named as the 
Northern Inland Academy of Sport’s male athlete of the year.   
Emily Thompson – Honours in Music. In addition to Emily's involvement 
in a wide range of TAS ensembles, the accomplished violinist was 
selected for the prestigious Australian Youth Orchestra in addition to 
her other commitments and achievements in the Australian Chamber 
Orchestra Academy, Armidale Symphony Orchestra and Armidale 
Youth Orchestra.
Toby Inglis – Honours in Mountain Biking. In the past 12 months Toby 
has had podium finishes in various events including the National Cup 
at Nerang, MTB National Championships in Tasmania, first place in 
the U17 Mens at the UCI MTB Championships and selection as one of 
four members of the NSW U17s team which competed at the 2022 
Auscycling Junior National Championships. 

Lennox Neilson, Emily Thompson and Toby Inglis

Mountain Bikers drop into winners circle
Mountain bikers capped off a terrific term, being named Best Junior 
Team for 2022 at Armidale Regional Sports Council's annual awards 
on 16 November. The award reflects their efforts in winning National 
Champion School at the Australian All School Championships in 
Queensland in September. 

Ten days earlier TAS had a strong presence at the PBM Hardrock 6 
Hour at Kiwarrak near Taree. Students competed solo as pairs or in 
teams, with Dr Horton and her husband Mr Coulson competing 
as mixed pairs and team captain Toby Inglis, riding solo. Will Brett, 
Thomas Dundon and Abbott White claimed victory in the junior 
division, with Oscar MacFarlane, Luca Williams and Lachlan Hunter 
placing third. A team of three Year 8 boys came a close fourth while 
an all-girls trio wasn’t far behind in 6th. Not to be outdone by the 
students, the team of Mr and Mrs Benham and Mr Woodbridge 
took out the Team of 3 Open Mixed, and Dr Horton and Mr Coulson 
finished second in the Masters Pairs event.

TAS Mountain Bikers won Armidale Sports Council Best Junior Team award 
for their national title
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Junior cricketers keep Shield hopes alive
The under 15 cricketers are through to the third round of the 
Wiburd Shield after a resounding win against Lindisfarne Anglican 
Grammar School at Tweed Heads on 21 November. The team 
knocked up 285, with Lindisfarne all out for 126 in reply. In their 
first outing in the Wiburd Shield, a knockout competition for 
independent schools that do not have a regular weekly inter-school 
competition, TAS had hosted St Columba’s Anglican School from 
Port Macquarie, compiling 3-138 from their twenty allotted overs, 
with St Columba’s managing 6-114 in reply. The player of that match 
was awarded to left-handed Brayden Levy - who notched up an 
impressive 62 not out and shared a partnership of 42 with twin 
brother, right-hander Zac (11 not out). 
Their next match will be against either Calrossy Anglican School or 
Hunter Valley Grammar, in the first few weeks of Term 1. 
In the first round of the Douglas Shield the TAS Opens were not so 
fortunate against St Columba’s falling short of the target of 178 by 
22 runs. 

Volleyballers 
Making TAS’ first appearance at a North Coast Independent Schools Volleyball 
championships, the Firsts team won the Open Boys Division at the tournament 
held on Coffs Harbour on 26 October. Volleyball is a growing sport at TAS, with 
new fixtures including matches against Sydney Boys’ High as part of the program 
of 'High Weekend'. Pictured are Aidan Rosberg, Tom Sheedy, Stephen Griffiths, 
Darby Lehman, William Nash, Sam Ball (front), William Jackson, Oliver Morse and 
coach Mr Zak Hackett.

The TAS indoor rowing titles coincided with the Australian Indoor Rowing 
Championships 

Sinclair Little and Will Hall are looking forward to the next round of the 
Wiburd Shield

CLAIM NCIS TITLE

Rowers 
TAS rowers got off to a good start to the season – but on land, rather 
than the water. 

To coincide with the Australian Indoor Rowing Championships on 
29 October, more than 50 TAS rowers hit the gym for the TAS indoor 
titles, with boys and girls from Years 8-11 spinning the ergs for 
2000m, 1000m and 500m events.  Fred Kearney’s time of 6:24:9 was 
not just a new TAS record over this distance, but also ranked him in 
first place in the U19s Men’s division of the Australian Indoor Rowing 
Championships. Three other TAS records were also set or broken: Jack 
Uebergang (Junior Boys’ 2000m), Isabella Henderson (Junior Girls 
1000m) and Ted Chick (Junior Boys 1000m). Other highlights included 
a relay involving all rowers in teams of four and a 500m race event of 
staff, coaches and parents. The rowing season was officially launched 
on the water at Malpas Dam the following weekend. Following Speech 
Day at the end of term, the rowers committed themselves at a three 
day rowing camp at Malpas and at TAS. Their first regatta will be at 
Taree, in conjunction with a second rowing camp, in January.

PULL THEIR WAY INTO THE SEASON
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Sixteen TAS equestrians from Year 11 to Year 3 participated in multiple 
disciplines from dressage to campdrafting at the Inter School Horse 
Extravaganza (ISHE) over four days in Tamworth in mid-October. This 
was the largest TAS team to compete at ISHE and one of the largest 
overall at this year's event, which attracted 470 riders and 650 horses 
from 71 schools from the Snowy Mountains to the NSW/Qld border. 
Equestrian captains Charlotte Pease and Jono Phelps lead the team 
with pride and were excellent role models in horsemanship and 
sportsmanship. 

Creative currency 
counts in Cash Cup 
The pressure was on – and students 
responded with great enthusiasm when 
they pitted their collective talents for the 
interhouse creative arts competition, the 
Cash Cup, on the third last day of term. Each 
house had to devise an artwork and perform 
a musical item and drama piece (including 
dance) to this year’s theme, ‘Queens & Kings’. 
There was plenty of entertainment on show – 
with perhaps the best to come in the final, Lip 
Sync video component of the competition in 
Term 1.

Equestrians compete at inter-school event

Charlotte Pease and her horse clear a jump at ISHE in Tamworth

Cooper Sedon, Charlie Swain, Matilda Magyar, Heidi Cannington and Tommy Burnett put on an 
entertaining performance representing Tyrrell House

Left: Samuel Krishnan and Toby Inglis contemplate royalty for Ross House
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Charlie Hamilton in the canyon at Nymboida

Year 10 cadets kayaking the mighty Clarence River

Ellie Miller was confident abseiling Wave Rock at 
Nymboida

Year 8 cadets paddle the Nymboida River

Dr Horton (far left) and 6 Platoon at the summit of Mount Lofty

ON ACTIVITIES WEEK

Sam Ford was on the lookout at Yarrahappini
Maxi Davis ties down his tent

Action 
For the first time since 2020, Activities 
Week was able to take place in full at the 
usual locations, unbridled by bushfires, 
COVID-19 and floods. The week is the 
culmination of the mandatory year-long 
outdoor education Activities Program, 
a hallmark of TAS designed to challenge 
and engage students in meaningful ways. 
Year 6 and 7 undertook the Rangers 
program at Yarrahappini Adventist 
Youth Centre near Grassy Head, while 
Cadets trekked, canyoned and canoed 
at Nymboida (Years 8-9) and Maclean 
(Year 10). Year 11 students not continuing 
with cadets were involved with either 
Surf Lifesaving, Rural Fire Service or 
Community Service. Surf lifesavers 
achieved their surf bronze medallions 
at Sawtell, thanks to the ongoing 
partnership with Sawtell SLSC. In addition 
to conducting hazard reduction burns 
the RFS trainees undertook maintenance 
work at the headquarters of the Ebor, 
Point Lookout, Jeogla, Herbert Park and 
Lyndhurst brigades, cleaning out the fire 
sheds, installing new equipment and 
maintaining the surrounds. Meanwhile 
Service students spent the week assisting 
others at the Salvation Army Family 
Store, St Vincent de Paul, Minimbah 
Primary School, Newling Public School 
and assisting with direction of the Junior 
School musical production Shrek. Unlike 
so many schools which outsource such 
programs, there is no substitute for the 
meaningful connections forged between 
students and staff who undertake special 
training to enable these opportunities 
out of the classroom.
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Bowen Pursehouse, Georgie Cronin and Essie Lindeman on a call out Point Lookout was one of several RFS brigade headquarters given some 
attention by RFS trainees

Noushi Byrne, Mischa Milostic, Matilda Magyar, Sarah Skipper, Jemima 
Thibault and Bella Banister enjoyed surf lifesaving

Tom Sheedy and Bailey Barrett ‘rescue’ Wylie Wright

Sam Atkin, Freddy Muller and PJ Carter enjoyed spending time at  
Minimbah School

Aidan Rosberg and Allen Zhou helped out at the Salvation Army  
Family Store
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First hand accounts from the battlefields and the legacy of family 
members gave this year’s whole of school Remembrance Day service a 
very personal and meaningful connection to the sacrifice of war. Held 
around the flagpoles on Adamsfield, the service took on an expanded 
format to previous years. 
Excerpts were read from letters written in the trenches by various Old 
Boys to their old school and students, published in The Armidalians 
at the time: Arthur Carter describing watching his old teacher Mr 
Lee-Pulling get shot and killed; Alec Magnus recalling “TAS Old Boys 
being everywhere”; Dick Cox on the handing around of the school 
magazine; Owen Tooth’s report of horses suffering from “trying heat”, 
just days before he was killed and buried, his funeral attended by CC 
Dangar.  Current students Alexandra Nivison and Nina Taylor recalled 
the Great War service of their ancestors, Old Armidalians FW Nivison 
and WNL Taylor. The cadet unit mounted a ceremonial guard for the flag 
raising, wreath laying, playing of Reveille and the recitation of the Ode, 
concluding with the reading of a tribute written by a TAS boy at the 
time of the Great War, which offered a sombre reminder to all present.

Student leaders pledge to serve
Student leaders for 2023 were officially inducted on 8 November 
in a ceremony that both continued an 80 year tradition yet looked 
forward to the future.
Pledging to lead with humility, by example, and with the interests 
of all students at heart, the school’s 10 prefects were presented with 
their ties and badges by Dr Horton, before reciting an oath of office 
and signing the Prefects Register, as their predecessors have done 
since 1940.
Senior Prefects are Fred Kearney of Coonabarabran and Sofia Paris 
from Sydney, while the Deputy Senior Prefects are Callan Lawrence 
and Eve Muirhead, both of Armidale. They will be supported by 
Sam Atkin (Ben Lomond), Felicity Barton (Inverell), Toby Inglis (Black 
Mountain), Meg Kealey (Walcha), Jasper O’Neil (Armidale) and 
Jonathon Phelps (Black Mountain).
Twenty two captains and vice captains of the school’s six houses were 
also inducted.

Dr Rachel Horton with the incoming TAS Prefects (back row) Meg Kealey, 
Samuel Atkin, Jasper O’Neil, Jonathon Phelps, Toby Inglis, Felicity Barton, 
(front) Eve Muirhead, Sofia Paris, Fred Kearney, Callan Lawrence

Personal reflections on Remembrance Day

Junior School looked resplendent with their poppies

Year 5 student Joshua Bourke read the Ode

Jasper O’Neil and Grace Thompson led the  
National Anthem

Blair Eichorn of the Ceremonial GuardAlexandra Nivison and Nina Taylor recalled the service of their 
ancestor Old Boys 
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Stepping out for osteosarcoma
TAS was very proud to be a significant part of the second annual 19 
for Nineteen Challenge on 16 October, making up almost half of all 
participants as well as offering logistical support for such a good 
cause. The Challenge, comprising a 19km walk at Kenwood Park 
east of Armidale, to raised funds towards Anya’s Wish, a research 
project established at Children’s Cancer Institute in memory of Anya 
Zuber, who passed away from osteosarcoma in 2020 aged just 19. 
The cause is very close to the TAS community, Anya being the elder 
sister of Alexander Zuber (Year 12, 2022) daughter of TAS parent Liz 
Egan and stepdaughter of Will Winter (OA ’80). The TAS team was 
made up of 162 students from Year 2 to Year 12, seven staff and 
38 parents – almost half of all participants. With their help, 19 for 
Nineteen achieved its goal of raising more than $200,000 for into 
osteosarcoma. 

Just a glimpse of the challenges faced by 
those in wheelchairs was experienced by 
213 students, 14 parents and five staff who 
took part in a unique challenge event on 
11 November, which also honoured injured 
former Wallaby and Old Boy Richard Tombs 
(84-85).
 
Back in 2018, Mr Tombs received a critical neck 
injury while playing soccer, largely confining 
him to a wheelchair. Twelve months later, 
students from his old school proudly pushed 
him in the 14km City to Surf in which more 
than 250 TAS runners raised funds and the 
profile of the Guns Out for Tombsy Spinal 
Foundation.
 
In this year’s event, dubbed ‘Walk a mile 
in another man’s wheels’, students from 
Kindergarten to Year 11, in teams of four, 
wheeled themselves or pushed others around 
two distinct circuits on the school campus, 
taking in paths, speed bumps, gravel and the 
hard slog through soft grass on a sporting oval.
 
Challenge and Service Co-ordinator Jim 
Pennington said the colourful event was 
about combining fun with a purpose, to build 
understanding and empathy for others less 
abled.
 
“Whilst there were obstacles, the motivation 
was for students to try and understand, even 
if for only a brief time, what life in a wheelchair 
must be like. Having Richard here for this event 
was incredibly special, offering inspiration for 
the students whilst at the same time allowing 
him to see first hand the strength of the TAS 
community.”

Mr Tombs said the event was particularly 
significant for him, starting and finishing on 
Backfield, where his rugby career began as 
a member of the TAS First XV and Australian 
Schoolboys in 1985-86. He then established 
himself with the NSW Waratahs and later 
playing five tests for the Wallabies.

“It was a fantastic event. I can’t 
thank everyone enough for 
getting involved and appreciating 
what it’s like to have a few hours 
in a wheelchair, let alone a 
lifetime. The generosity of time 
and effort was just astounding,” 
he said.

 

The event was also the final leg of this year’s 
Triple Crown, an award for students who 
complete three significant challenge events 
during their time at TAS.

 TO SUPPORT AND UNDERSTANDING
Students wheel their way 

Baxter Williams, Lachlan Hunter, James 
Palrefyman and Angus Benham were very visible 
in the event 

Chelsea Bourke is encouraged to push on by  
teammates William Nash, Angus Goudge and  
Oliver Morse

Sophie Rogers, Claire Watt, Matilda Morse, 
Annabelle Pennington and Sophie Hardin 
with Richard Tombs

Harrison Miller and Stephen Griffiths ran the distance
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New playground for  
Middle School
Students from Years 6-8 spent the last few weeks of term burning off 
energy during break times on new playground equipment for Middle 
School. The equipment comprises a dozen different pieces including 
specialist outdoor gymnasium stations for twists, dips and pullups. As 
a way of saying thanks, students invited Dr Horton and the Business 
Manager Mr Pat Bradley to the new facility to thank them for the 
investment in Middle School. Designed and constructed by Imagination 
Play, the senior play/fitness system will provide great benefits to Middle 
School students for many years to come. The new playground space is 
located between the Belfield Courts and Croft House providing students 
with a number of active options to keep them entertained during break 
times.

Middle School students enjoy the new playground space

Activities Week
Year 6 and 7 undertook the Rangers program at Yarrahappini Youth Centre near Grassy Head.

Below Left: Henry Jackson propels himself 
through tyres.

Below Middle: Izzy Coddington masters an 
obstacle course

Below: Students navigate a bridge

Middle School Leaders Angus Benham and Mila Downes with Dr Horton, 
Head of Middle School Mr Luke Polson and Business Manager  
Mr Pat Bradley

newsMIDDLE SCHOOL
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Twilight talent
Middle School students featured in this term’s Twilight Concert on 22 November, showcasing talent in piano, voice and violin. Among those who 
performed were Ryne Wilkinson and Sam Yu (piano), Andi Li (violin) and Jack Wood (voice).

Jack WoodRyne Wilkinson Sam Yu Andi Li

Students give their voice to  
UNE Research Project 
A large number of Year 7 and 8 students are helping a university 
researcher look at the impact discussion of climate change is 
having on the mental health of young people. During the term the 
students engaged in the first part of a voluntary, large scale research 
project assessing the impact of climate change in rural and regional 
Australia on the emotional and mental health of young people, being 
conducted by Yumiko Coffey at the UNE School of Psychology. 

While there has been a lot of research on adults, how young people 
outside the cities feel about climate change has not been so deeply 
explored. The project will be one of the first mixed-methods studies 
incorporating participatory research methods and quantitative 
analysis exploring young people's responses. Head of Middle School 
Mr Luke Polson said it was a great opportunity as Middle School 
can provide a safe environment for students to be actively involved 
in participatory research and have a voice on an issue of great 
importance to them, in a relevant and meaningful way. Students will 
be able to articulate their knowledge, understanding and responses 
to the issues through collaborative thinking and photography.

Breaching the generation gap, students from Middle School and 
residents from Newling Gardens retirement home have been building 
friendships during lunchtime visits to the retirement village, sharing 
stories, playing games, assisting with jobs and learning all sorts of 
things from each other. More than 20 students from Years 6-8 have 
been participating in the program since early Term 2. On 16 November 
the hospitality was reciprocated with Middle School students hosting 
approximately 45 residents from Newling Gardens for an afternoon of 
music performances, poetry recitals, showcasing work and activities 
with the residents. Our students also baked and provided afternoon 
tea for the visitors. Developing a sense of service to others, building 
empathy, improving social skills and fostering wellbeing are all 
outcomes of the visits, which have mutual benefits for all.

New friends made at Newling Gardens

Gavin Keung asks Mr David Windeyer about his life while 
in the background Tarnia McMahon-Ahoy talks with  
Mrs Margy Aggs

Hamish Pengilley and Mr Peter AggsTom Chappell and Cormac Downes enjoy 
chatting with Mrs Nicky Windeyer

Helping in the gardens at Newling Gardens
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Shrek 
SURGES TO THE STAGE

One of the most famous love stories of the 
millennium about a peace-loving ogre who 
just wants to get his swamp back, surged 
to the stage of the TAS Hoskins Centre 
at the end of term when Junior School 
brought to life the magic that is Shrek The 
Musical Jr. Directed by Mrs Leasa Cleaver 
and involving all students in Junior School, 
the production was filled with colourful 
costumes and scenery that recalled the 
box-office breaking Dreamworks animation 
movie of 2001 and the book by William 

Steig. Rehearsals began in Term 3, with a 
whole new generation taking to their roles 
as ogres, knights and a plethora of fairytale 
characters with gusto.

“It’s such a well-known family favourite and 
has that great twist on the classic fairytale 
story with some good life messages – that 
we should embrace our own character 
quirks and flaws and own them for the 
powerful magic they bring to us as 
individuals,” she said. 

“As a performance piece it allows for a large 
cast and all the students are real characters, 
not just part of an ensemble.”

Senior students assisted with the 
production in directorial and stage 
management roles, while parents, staff 
and friends spent hours at working 
bees creating the set and costumes that 
bring Lord Farquaad’s kingdom and its 
inhabitants to life.

Jose Ugwumba as the Big Bad Wolf
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JUNIOR SCHOOL

Tom Loxley and Sophie Banister as Shrek and Princess Fiona

Dragon  
(Maya Kauffmann)

 Pinocchio 
 (Lachlan Wood)

Lord Farquaad 
(Ethan Downes)  

Donkey  
(Leo Thavapasasundaram)

 Story teller  
(William Dennison)

Gingy 
(Bonnie Blanch)

Princess Fiona 
(Kaitlyn Baker)

Harry Fawcett shared the role of Shrek
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Brisbane OA event –  
25 November 2022
TAS was delighted to host an event in the River City on 25 November, 
the first such event north of the border since 2019. Old Armidalians 
across six decades joined Dr Horton and  Director of Development 
Cressida Mort in a relaxed atmosphere at the Port Office Hotel. Among 
those making a considerable effort to attend the event was former 
staff member Mac Horne (69-85), who travelled from Charters Towers 
especially for the dinner. 

Cameron Young (86-87), Trish Young, Rachel Horton, Bill Boyd-Law (75-76), 
Andrew Roe (78-82)

James Holliday (97-02), Marty Otto (83-85), Simon Gregg (82-85), Tony 
Mountford (80-85), David Close (81-86)

Emma Hazelton (17-18), Ben Louis (15-18), Elli McRae (16-19)

John Evans (65-70) and John Robinson (54-59)

Graeme Bray (73-78) Lou Gordon (73-80), John Graham (69-71)

Mac Horne and John Gordon (73-78) Andrew Roe (78-82) and Bruce Vivers (81-86)
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Bell Tower Lunch
SYDNEY -  2 DECEMBER

The Bell Tower Society Sydney lunch attracted a good number of 
Old Boys, some accompanied by their wives, to the Union, University 
& Schools Club on Friday 2 December. For many it was the first 
opportunity to meet Dr Horton and to hear a progress report about their 
old school. 

Those attending were: Jack Abbott (59-64), Michael Blaxland 
(72-77), Antony Braund (48-53), Richard Cormick (64-65), Peter 
Finlayson (50-57), Paddy Flower (62-63), Ian Hutchison (59-63), 
Peter Johnstone (62-67), Hugh King (56-60), Warwick Lewarne 
(45-49), Robin Lewarne, John Murray (43-51), Geoff Newman (42-52), 
Bill Roberts (59-63), Tony St Leon (77-78), John Steuart (61-65), Greg 
Stewart (60-65), Michael Webb (61-63) and Peter Williams (72-76). 

Dr Horton addresses the gatheringAntony Braund (48-53) and Warwick Lewarne (45-49)

Leavers from the 1960s continue to enjoy 
each other’s company at regular lunches at 
the Kirribilli Club in Sydney. Pictured are the 
17 who attended the most recent event on 
Tuesday 29 November. Back row (l-r) Ian 
Hutchison (59-63), Bill Roberts (59-61), 
Ric Hall (60-63), Peter Quayle (63-66), Bob 
Crossman (58-64),Geoff Quayle (63-64), 
Mike Smith (59-63), Michael Webb (61-63), 
John Childs (59-64), Rod Paterson (59-63), 
(front row) Judy Hutchison, Kaye Crossman, 
Berenice Smith, Paddy Flower (62-63), Wendy 
Webb and Annabel Childs.

 “It was great having Rod and Betty Paterson 
from Melbourne joining us for what is always a 
great get together,” said Ian Hutchison. 

Lunch dates for 2023 are 7 March,6 June, 
5 September and 5 December.  
Further info: ian.g.hutchison@gmail.com

Kirribilli (Lunch) Club
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Congratulations
The accolades just keep coming for hotelier 
Alistair Flower (88-93)! Having picked up the 
gong for Group Hotel Operator of the year at 
the AHA NSW awards early in November, The 
Flower Hotel Group, established by Alistair, his 
wife Renee and Debbie and Aage Christianson, 
took out the Group Hotel Operator of the 
Year for Australia at the national awards on 
28 November!  Since purchasing The Settlers 
Inn at Port Macquarie in 2015, the Flowers 
Hotel Group has grown to nine venues, 
including fellow Port locales the Little Shack 
Kiosk, Fernhill Tavern, Tacking Point Tavern and 
Mercure Centro; Hastings Hotel Wauchope, 
Beechwood Hotel Beechwood, Lake Cathie 
Tavern Lake Cathie and Travellers Rest Hotel, 
Long Flat. The group’s success has no doubt 
been due to its guiding aim – “to reignite 
establishments to bring the community 
together for the long term”, as the website 
states. The group also has recently acquired 
two passive investments, in Gunnedah and 
Frederickton. Cheers to Alistair and Renee 
(pictured with the award) and their team on 

this wonderful achievement.
Speaking of corporate success, well done to Dr 
Daniel Rankmore (00-02), a director of Barton 
Lane Practice in Tamworth, which was awarded 
General Practice of the Year 2022 at the Royal 
Australian College of General Practitioners 
(RACGP) National Awards on 27 November at 

the RACGP National Conference in Melbourne. 
The historic practice has become an industry 
leader through hard work and innovation. 
Daniel and his fellow director Dr David Lockart 
were excited and humbled at the recognition.  
Daniel’s interests in the medical field include 
child and adolescent health, and emergency 
and acute care.
David is pictured with his wife Gabrielle 
(NEGS 98-03).

Condolences
Rob Busby (63-68) informed us he had been 
advised by Spencer Lieng (68-69) of the 
death of Paul (Kam Ming) Mak (67-68) in 
2021. In Rob’s words, “Paul came to TAS from 
Kowloon, Hong Kong and joined White House. 
He quickly made friends in the 1968 HSC year 
and when some classmates were on their 
their way to Gordonstoun the following year, 
they were able to look him up. After university 
study, Paul returned to Hong Kong where 
he eventually took over management of the 
family’s extensive property portfolio. He is 
survived by his wife and three children.” 

Ian Sidney Saunders (47-50), retired farmer 
and grazier of Inverell, died on 15 June 2022. At 
TAS he had been a talented athlete, competing 
at the GPS championships in the 100 and 200 
yards and broad jump in each of his years at 
the school.

Spencer Robert Bowman (58-62), most 
recently of East Tamworth, passed away 
peacefully surrounded by his family on 28 June 
2022.  Spencer is survived by his wife Carol and 
children Caroline, Kristine, Belinda and Steven. 

Graeme Howard Hartigan (54-59), late of 
Runaway Bay Qld, died on 18 September aged 
81. Our condolences to his wife Tina and son 
Stuart Hartigan (78-83).

William (Bill) Barnier (42-44) passed away 
on 16 September, at 94 years. Our sympathies 
to his extended family, particularly children 
David (69-74) and James (81-86) and 
grandchildren Tom (96-01), Sam (97-03) 
and Rebecca (96-01). 

A TAS flag folded on his coffin said much about 
the affection John Ferris Lennox (49-55), 
continued to have for his old school right up 
until his death on 17 September 2022. At TAS 
John was a keen student and avid sportsman, 
playing in the First XV for a number of years. 
Not long after leaving TAS he took on the 
responsibility of running the family business, 
which became Blooms Health Foods, after 
the untimely death of his father Norm, and 
continued to do so until his retirement in the 
late 1990s. In retirement John kept busy with 
family, the stock market, lawn bowls, Rose 
Bay Rotary, Probus, helping at the Matthew 
Talbot Homeless Shelter and travelling with 
his wife Barbara, to whom he was married for 
nearly 60 years. John enjoyed TAS reunions 
and maintained a strong interest in the school, 
often contacting (older) old boys to see how 
they were faring. We extend our sympathies 
to Barbara and their children Michael, Andrew, 
Katrina and David, and their families.

It is with sadness to report the death on 1 
November 2022 of Ronald Erratt (60-64), 
following a battle with melanoma. Ron came 
to TAS from Gunnedah, following his brother 
Ian (57-60). An all-rounder at school, he 
excelled in many sports, cadets and drama, 
came second in the state in Geography in 
the Leaving Certificate and gained a very 
good matriculation pass which took him to 
Sydney University and St Paul’s College, to read 
Law. However it was not to be his profession 
and he went to work at CSR, qualifying as 
an accountant in 1975. He served with the 
Army Reserves and developed a passion for 
silversmithing as a past time. “At College he 
was again a popular figure and a contributor 
to College life. A long career in Sydney, mostly 
with CSR Limited, followed.  I was privileged 
to know Ron at TAS, St Paul’s and CSR - and 
at all three he was known for his gentleness 
and integrity,” writes Rob Busby. We send 
our sympathies to his widow Christine and 
extended family, including his cousin Andrew 
Erratt (74-79), current TAS Board Director and 
former OAU Sydney Branch President. 

Doug Turnock (46-48) advised us of the death 
of Ian Braund (43-48) on Sunday 4 December 
in Maclean Hospital, aged 91 years. Ian was 
a strong supporter of the Bell Tower Society 
and frequently attended Reunion Weekends. 
After leaving TAS Ian had a long career in the 
sugar industry, firstly with CSR Limited, later 
transferring to the NSW Sugar Milling Co-
operative, where he finished as Manager of 
Harwood Mill on the Clarence River.
In 2015 he was joined by several other family 
members at the dedication of a Lone Pine 
tree along the front entrance, in honour of 
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those members of the Braund family who 
served their country in war, particularly his 
grandfather Lt George Frederick Braund, the 
Member of the NSW Legislative Assembly 
for the seat of Armidale, who was one of two 
NSW parliamentarians to be killed in action at 
Gallipoli. GF Braund was the ancestor of more 
than a dozen family members to attend TAS.

Condolences to James Hammond (96) and 
his brother Matthew Hammond (96-97) 
on the recent death of their mother Susie 
Hammond, a former Head of Science at TAS 
who was on exchange at the school from 
England in 1996-97. “Susie was an outstanding 
educator. Her husband Aubrey did some 
casual teaching at TAS but he is probably 
remembered as the person who converted 
a rowing eight to a K8 to be paddled in the 
Hawkesbury Classic,” recalls Grant Harris 
(65-79, later staff ). Thanks to long-time Science 
staff member Gordon ‘Beaker’ McLennan (staff 
1990-present) for the notice.

Around and About
John Steuart (61-65) caught up with his old 
classmate Robert ‘Bergo’ Blomfield (61-65) 
and wife Angela near Pomona in Queensland, 
during recent travels. “We had not seen each 
other for 57 years and the memories came 
flooding back. In 1962 Bergo won the J Bell 
Allen Cup aged 14 and was King of the Range 
at the GPS Shooting Competition for three 
years. "After 15 years working with cattle 
and cropping in PNG, Bergo returned to the 
Sunshine Coast and has been working as a 
master gunsmith and custom rifle builder ever 
since,” said John.

In May, Warwick Lewarne (45-49) and his 
wife Robin celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary with their whole wedding party 
including Haille Smith (48-50) and John 
Lennox (49-55) at a dinner at the Queen’s 
Club Sydney.  Then on 30 September Warwick 
celebrated his 90th birthday with a party 
at their son’s home where he welcomed 
Haille Smith and Quentin Anthony (44-50) 
and John Lennox’s widow Barbara and their 
daughter Katrina, following John’s death on 17 
September (see above).

They may have missed their 40 year event at 
TAS, but two Old Boys had their own reunion 
in Alice Springs in July. David Wright (77-82), 
below left, who was based in the red centre 
for several months where his wife Suzie was 
on secondment in the health sector, had a 
surprise visit from David Moore (77-82), below 
right, when he called in whilst passing through 
Alice Springs.  He was supporting his eldest 
son Chris and four others all on motorbikes 
riding a round trip from Birdsville, taking in the 
Hay River Track, Alice Springs, Finke and Mt 
Dare. The latter David is still living in Sydney 
and working as a consultant in client-side 
project management.

Jonathon Peatfield (97-02), the NSW/
ACT CEO of Life Education, reconnected 
with Warren Roberts (96-03) in July 
when Warren provided cultural awareness 
training at a Life Ed conference. Warren, a 
Thunghutti and Bundjalung man, founded 
YARN Australia in 2007 as a way of promoting 
positive engagement between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal Australians.  “Warren is an 
incredible presenter and amazing indigenous 
ambassador,” Jonathon said. Jono was this 
year’s Speech Day guest – see page 3.

Having made wines for various Hunter Valley 
estates for some years, Richard Done (94-97) 
has recently started his own label, based at 
Pokolbin - John Wallace Wines. The names 
commemorate his two grandfathers, the 
Wallace being his maternal grandfather, 
Wallace White (29-35). Richard is one of a 
number of vigneron Old Armidalians. Having 
made wine in the Margaret River region of 
Western Australia and in New Zealand, Will 
Shields (86-88) has been at Sevenhill Estate in 
the Clare Valley, SA, since 2019. Sam Statham 
(87-92) continues to make wine for the family’s 
Rosnay Organic Wines near Canowindra where 
he lives with wife Simone and three children; 
he is also chair of the Cowra Region Vineyard 
Association. Meanwhile Damian Shaw (84-
89) and his brother Daniel (85-90) are both 
involved in the Orange-region wine business 
established by their father, Philip Shaw Wines, 
Damian as winemaker and Daniel as CEO - the 
brothers generously sponsoring wines for TAS 
Reunion Weekend.

It's been 14 years since Nigel Brennan (84-90) 
visited war-torn Somalia as a photojournalist 
and was quickly kidnapped at gunpoint by 
Islamic insurgents in the south of the East 
African nation. Kept in isolation for 460 days 
until a privately-raised ransom of US$675,000 
was paid, he still holds the record for the 
longest living Australian who was held 
hostage. No doubt his negotiation skills 
informed his appearance as a contestant on 
Channel 10’s thriller reality show The Traitors, 
which aired in October and November and can 
be streamed, free to air, on 10 play. Nigel, who 
now lives in Tasmania, shared his thoughts on 
the show in an article in The Sydney Morning 
Herald in October.

Golfers swing at 
Manly
John Steuart (61-65), Peter Housden (63-65), 
Bill Yuille (58-64), Peter Williams (62-67), 
Geoff Failes (58-65), Peter Salter (64-65) 
and Lars Pedersen (64-65) represented TAS 
at the annual GPS OBU Council golf day, held 
at Manly Golf Club on 10 November 2022. 
Richard Cormick (64-65) joined the team for 
lunch. “There were 48 players and Grammar 
won the team event and TAS was not far 
behind,” reports John. “It was a great day all 
round.” The next event will be played in August 
2023 and John would love to see more OAs 
take to the course, from across the For more 
details email  johnsteu@bigpond.net.au
 



 

Reunion Organisers 
60 year 
Paddy Flower
pflower@bigpond.net.au
0418 468 708

Ian Hutchison
ian.g.hutchison@gmail.com
0438 693 568  

55 year 
Rob Busby
robertbuzzby@gmail.com
0412 234 288

52 year (1971 leavers)
Comrie Bucknell
comrie.bucknell@iinet.net.au
0412 042 973

50 year 
Ian Walker
walker1166@bigpond.com
0412 969 275

Rob Perkins
rjperkins@bigpond.com
0427 759 167

45 year 
Andrew Moore
andrewmoore4@bigpond.com
0418 668 952

43 year (1980 leavers)
Tim Lloyd
timothy.lloyd@bigpond.com 
0429 318 096

40 year 
Sebastian Hempel
seb@hempel.id.au
0411 141 965

Graham MacDougall
graham@macdougall.com.au
0412 220 302

30 year
Alistair Flower
alistair@flowerhotels.com.au 
0419 977 871

Chris Smith
chris@drchristophersmith.com.au
WhatsApp:  search for TAS 93 leavers 
reunion

25 year
Sydney - 26 August TBC
Andrew Cull
andrew@soundproperty.com.au
0401 499 976

Anthony White
anthony.white48@det.nsw.edu.au

20 year 
Sam Barnier
smblandscape1@gmail.com
0437 578 600

15 year
Tim Williams 
timothywilliams9019@gmail.com
0422 847 419

Jono Carrigan
jono.carrigan@gmail.com
0438 639 673

10 year
Darcy James
d.g.james@icloud.com
0458 666 319

Sam Hutton
samuelhutton@gmail.com
0457 458 365

5 year
Ben Louis
benhlouis2000@gmail.com
0407 415 705

Bonnie Bremner
bonniegaffneybremner@gmail.com
0427 110 248

Reunion Weekend 4-6 August 2023 –  
Save the date!
Planning is underway for Reunion 
Weekend 2023! The weekend coincides 
with a home rugby fixture against 
Shore School. It was wonderful to see 
hundreds of former students (and many 
partners) return to TAS in 2022 for what 
was the first full Reunion Weekend for 
some years. 

What was very clear from so many of 
the hundreds who attended, was how 
much they valued the chance to get 
together face to face, and to grab such 
opportunities in this busy world, with 
enthusiasm! 

Those who left TAS in a year ending in ‘3’ 
or ‘8’ are likely to be having a decade or 
half-decade reunions. More information 
will be sent to all OAs in due course – 
but in the meantime, contact your year 
group organiser below to express your 
interest.

Locked Bag 3003
Armidale NSW 2350

T  61 2 6776 5800
E  info@as.edu.au

www.as.edu.au
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